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THE BAPTISM 4. £od I

"l am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than | is coming. | am not worthy to loosen the
thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” - Lk 3:16bc
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Excarpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1958, 1970 CCD.




One of my favorite comics is Calvin
and Hobbes. In the December 17th,
1995 Sunday newspaper, two weeks
before the series ended, the comic
was about challenges and
experiences. Calvin, the mischievous
six year old, and his imaginary friend
Hobbes, a stuffed tiger, are sledding
in the snow.

In the first scene, Calvin suggests
that they try a path “over there”.
Hobbes responds saying, “l don’t see
a path”. Then Calvin shouts out,
“We’ll make a path.” The next scene
has Calvin telling his tiger friend that,
“Change is invigorating! If you don’t
accept new challenges, you become
complacent and lazy! Your life
atrophies!” The boy continues by
saying “New experiences lead to new
questions and new solutions! Change
forces us to experiment and adapt!
That’s how we learn and grow!”

Then it shows both of them flying
through the air as their sled goes off
a cliff. Calvin shouts out, “Whoops...
well, here’s a fresh challenge.
Replying back, Hobbes says, “I'll
admit it’s opened up new horizons”.
The last scene shows the boy, tiger,
and sled laying on the ground with
their faces buried in the snow. The
tiger states, “The problem with new
experiences is that they’re so rarely
the ones you choose”. Calvin replies,

“| feel smarter already”.

Several times over the past 26
years, whenever | have started to
resist a change or challenge, | think
about that Calvin and Hobbes comic;
it helps me to realize that our lives
can have some unexpected
wonderful experiences, if we choose
to try things that may be out of our
comfort zone. We should never feel
too old to try new things or put
ourselves in a situation we may
normally think we should not do. This
certainly was the case for two of my
parishioners recently. Married for 67
years and they still find time for new
experiences. | guess you are never
too old to sit on Santa’s lap! Seeing
their smiles filled my soul with joy
and thoughts of courage to try that
again myself some day!

The Pandemic has been draining
on us all. We are now faced with so
many more challenges and live in a
world which is constantly changing.
It is a very difficult time indeed.
Now, more than ever, we need to
trust. Trust in God. Move forward,
knowing he is with you every step of
the way. Be creative and find new
ways to bring joy into your lives and
into the lives of others. Celebrate
the little moments, as well as the big
ones. We were presented with
unexpected challenges, but it does

not mean we cannot get through
them. God will be with us, every step

of the way.

Only yesterday we entered into a
new year. What will 2022 bring?
What new challenges, opportunities,
and experiences will come to each of
us this new year? Will you be open
to try new things? Will you look for
the joy whenever you can? | am
ready for whatever God brings my
way and pray the same is true for
you.

tave a Blossed & #@0,% New Year,
Father Share

Our Confirmation Students would like to say 3 heart
felt THANK YOU to everyone who supported the

A Special thank you to the Carlson family for the
donation of trees for our fundraiser and also for the
beautiful trees that are decora‘cing our parish for the
Christmas Season!

Thank you to all who helped in any way, large or
small, to make our Christmas Liturgies special, from
the cleaning and decorating of the church, to those
who participated by volunteering to lector, usher,

altar serve, sing, set up for Mass, distribute

Christmas Tree Certificate fundraiser this Christmas

S€3son.

communion, opening doors...the list goes on and
on!l. You are SO appreciated.

May your New Year be filled with many blessings!
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M & M MEETING DATE

The M&M'’s next meeting will be held on

Thursday, January 20 at 4pm in the

7.4, Parish hall. All women of the parish are
encouraged to attend.

@ M & M CROCKPOT

% SUPPER

~4 The M & M's group would like to invite you

¥. to their Crock Pot Supper! Save the date

" for Saturday, January 22, 2022 after the

5:00pm Mass. Come and enjoy good food and

fellowship at this FREE event! You are welcome but

not required to bring a favorite crock pot dish or to

donate bars.
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FATHER SHANE AWAY

Fr. Shane will be away from

January 7th through January 21st. He
will be making his yearly trip to Cocoa
Beach, Florida. Communion Services
will take place on Fridays and the rest of the
Masses will be covered by our retired Priests. For
Pastoral Emergencies during regular office hours,
contact the Parish Office at 651.674.4056. Outside
of office hours call Deacon Kevin at 507.202.5304
for assistance.

7 MASS INTENTIONS
MASS. Have you wanted to get your loved
INTENTI Nﬂb one on the Mass intention list? We
have an easy way for you to do be able to do this.
Envelopes are available in the vestibule, on the
bookshelf just outside the parish offices, and in the
parish office. Please fill out the requested
information and then return in the collection basket
during Mass or to the Parish Office. A suggested

$10 donation per Mass is requested.

PRAYER CANDLE MINISTRY
We are looking for one or two people to
It help us maintain our candles in our
prayer areas. This is an easy way to
volunteer at the parish and helps out
greatly in a behind the scenes way. We
are looking for someone for Monday and/
or Thursday for this much needed position.
Please call or email Tammy in the parish office for
more details and/or to volunteer in this new
ministry. 651.674.4056 or tammy@stgregorynb.org

) FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN
“1| The 9th and 10th grade Confirmation
students have the opportunity to attend
' || atrip o Feed My Starving Children in
Coon Rapids on Saturday, January 8.
The bus leaves from St. Gregory’s at

- 8:00 a.m. and returns at noon.
Perm|SS|on forms are required.

This project is a mandatory requirement for
Confirmation and must be attended before being
Confirmed.

KIC & DOC CLASSES RESUME

Wednesday evening Grades 1-8 KIC class will

resume on Wednesday, January 5 at
Rellglous 6:00 p.m.
ucauo“ Sunday morning KIC classes for
T ’i ’WH. Grades 1-4 will resume on January 9
at 10:30 a.m.
Sunday evening DOC classes for Grades 9 & 10 will
resume on January 9 at 5:00 p.m.

4

Almighty God, we lift up all those
— who are ill. We ask you to bring

healing, comfort and peace to

their bodies. Calm their fears and
experience the healing power of Your love Amen.
e e e ok ksl e ke ke ke e ke ke ks ok e okl
Continued prayers for:
Betty Stoffel, Todd Olund, Theresa Contras, Shayna Evans,
Ron Schleicher, Maxine Gelbmann, Jennifer Millsap, Jeanette
Krueger, Don & Vivian DeMuth, Amy Forkner, Rosemary
Morrison, Vivian Olson, John Maksymkiw, Shirley Keller, Roger
Dusbabek, and Steve Dusbabek.

1250 South Shore
Drive, Forest Lake
651-982-2216
www.school.stpeterfl.org

Please join us for one of

our admissions events!
Tour our classrooms, meet our teachers, learn about our
curriculum, and see how Saint Peter Catholic School can

provide the foundation for your child’s success.

CHURCH AND SCHOOL

orF SAINT PETER

Preschool and Kindergarten Information Evening
Monday, January 10—6:00 pm

Open House (Preschool - Grade 8)
Sunday, January 30—10:30 am-12:30 pm

***Registration for the 2022-2023 school year begins
January 2, 2022.Visit our website
www.school.stpeterfl.org or go to http://mytads.com/a/

stpetersmn to apply for enroliment.




Tuesday, January 4

St. Elizabeth An Seton, Religious
10:00 a.m. tJames Morrison
Wednesday, January 5
St. John Neumann, Bishop

9:00 a.m. tMarlene Hoffman N ")
Thursday, January 6 /o o
St. André Bessett, Religious RCmfmiblr
10:00 a.m. tBrad Dawson V1P

Friday, January 7
St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest
9:00 a.m. Communion Service

Saturday, January 8
5:00 p.m. FTDeceased Relatives of Joe and Geri Sausen

Sunday, January 9
The Baptism of the Lord
9:30 a.m. The Parish

Tuesday, January 11

10:00 a.m. tHeidi Toos

Wednesday, January 12

9:00 a.m. tBill and tLouise Randano
Thursday, January 13

St. Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
10:00 a.m. 1Sr. Mary Matt

Friday, January 14

9:00 a.m. Communion Service

Saturday, January 15
Blessed Virgin Mary
5:00 p.m. OPEN

Sunday, January 16
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:30 a.m. The Parish

Readings for the week of January 2, 2022

Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf.11]/
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

Monday: 1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a/
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25

Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8/Mk 6:34-44

Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13/
Mk 6:45-52

Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19-5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17/
Lk 4:14-22a

Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/
Lk 5:12-16

Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a
and 9b/Jn 3:22-30

Readings for the week of January 9, 2022

Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/
Acts 10:34-38/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22
or, Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-28,
29-30 [1]/Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/k 3:15-16, 21-22

Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8/Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19/
Mk 1:14-20

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/
Mk 1:21-28

Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a,
8b-9, 10/Mk 1:29-39

Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11/Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25/
Mk 1:40-45

Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Ps 89:16-17, 18-19/
Mk 2:1-12

Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/

Mk 2:13-17
Next Sunday: Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 [3]/1
Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11




Tuesday, January 4
Mass

10:00 a.m. Church
7:00 p.m. NA Meeting Parish Hall
Wednesdady, January 5
8:50 a.m. ur Lady of Perpetual Help Devotion Church
9:00 a.m. Mass-Immaculate Conception Church
6:00 p.m. KIC - Grades 5-8 Classrooms
Thursday, January 6
10:00 a.m. Mass Church
10:30 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration Church

7:00 p.m. Parish Pastoral Council Meeting Parish Hall
Friday, January 7
9:00 a.m.

Communion Service Church

Saturday, Janua

8:00 a.m. DOC - Feed My Starving Children Off-Site

4:00 p.m. Reconciliation Church

5:00 p.m. Mass Church
Sunday, January 9

9:00 a.m. Rosary Church

9:30 a.m. Mass Church
10:30 a.m. Coffee Sunday Parish Hall
10:30 a.m. KIC - Grades 1-4 Classrooms

5:00 p.m. DOC - Confirmation Classrooms
Tuesday, January 11
10:00 a.m. Mass Church

7:00 p.m. NA Meeting Parish Hall
Wednesday, January 12

8:50 a.m. ur Lady of Perpetual Help Devotion Church

9:00 a.m. Mass Church

6:00 p.m. KIC - Grades 5-8 Classrooms
Thursday, January 13
10:00 a.m. Mass Church
10:30 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration Church
Friday, January 14

9:00 a.m. Communion Service Church
Saturday, January 15

4:00 p.m. Reconciliation Church

5:00 p.m. Mass Church
Sunday, January 16

9:00 a.m. Rosary Church

9:30 a.m. Mass Church
10:30 a.m. Coffee Sunday Parish Hall
10:30 a.m. KIC - Grades 1-4 Classrooms
Fr. Fitzgerald St. Gregory 5:00 p.m.
Fr. Chuck w/Dn. Kevin Sacred Heart 9:00 a.m.
Fr. Fitzgerald St. Gregory 9:30 a.m.
Fr. Shane St. Gregory 5:00 p.m.
Fr. Shane Sacred Heart 9:00 a.m.

Fr. Fitzgerald w/Dn Kevin  St. Gregory 9:30 a.m.

FINANCIAL UPDATE: DECEMBER 2021

Weekly Goal $5,470
Collected for 12/12 $5,307 .42 (+/-) ($162.58)
Collected for 12/19 $4,883.05 (+/-) ($586.95)
YTD WeEeKLY GoaL & COLLECTION
Year to Date Goal $136,750.00
$124 45051 (+/-)

($12,299.49)
MoNTHLY UTILITY GOAL/COLLECTION
Monthly Utility Goal $725
October Utility Collected $680 (+/-) ($45)
MoNTHLY MDR GOAL/COLLECTION

Monthly MDR Goal $1,200
October MDR Collected $575(+/-) ($625)
SECOND COLLECTION
Retirement Fund for Religious - $1,285

Actual Collected




P a Petroleum Equipment
5973 - 433rd Street
G RA\S O Harris, MN 55032
651-674-4047 » 1-800-443-1219

Over 30 Years of Customer Satisfaction  Daniel & Diana Graff
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Lz || O BIVY LINE
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICES ‘ FlIlIINEEoD o

38873 14th Ave N

651-674-4444 North Branch, MN 55056
6580 Main Street 651-674-0580
www.grandstrandfh.com northbranch@anytimefitness.com

ADT-Monitored Home Security |

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Burglary ® Flood Detection
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

ADT Authorized

P | SafeStreets 1_355d22~4251

ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact Michael Wilde to place
an ad today! mwilde@4LPi.com
or (800) 950-9952 x2248

Sunrise T ——————— ' —

- M Hydraulics, Inc.
Cylinder Repair & Machining /\\\\//// S};E%%TS

Hydraulic Hoses & Fittings N
Jim@sunrisehyd.com We get e 7“% towe!

www.sunrisehyd.com

Contact Jim 651-583-2286 StearnsBank.com | Member FDIC

Ji us / \
49%{.15 “

HERMANN INSURANCE SERVICES, INC.

EXECUTIVE RESTROOM TRAILERS Complete Insurance Services!
PORTABLE TOILETS Rush City * 320-358-3744
20 FOOT STORAGE CONTAINERS .
WWW.JIMMYSJOHNNYS.com ||Isanti ®763-444-5531
651-277-RENT (7368) North Branch ¢ 651-674-4472

* Alignments ] Q‘f * Auto Repair ‘, In Business Since 1989
* Tires Al} » Diagnostics

—_Roofing &

M{f o -— M[ Siding

e Shingles, Flat & Metal Roofs

e Lifetime Vinyl & Steel Siding

320 . Bremer Ave. » Rush City, MN 55069 Fully Insured

BOB 320 358 4440 Bars

stttk SUPPORT OUR
Providing_c;zj_a-llity, el ADVERTISERS!

services for people
with mental illness and @

disabilities, striving for

successful independence.

 Services in Adult Foster Care L]

o Independent Living / Community Services (ILS) Blll

« Vocational Assistance

* ARMHS Services 5 m‘m Bﬂﬂl’ 77
www.saletransitinns.nrg :

$2,000 Sign on Bonus

COMPLETE C UL‘LISIUN REPAIR
65i1-464-6477 AmilelN. of Forest|Lakelon|Hwy/8

WE'RE HIRING

BE YOURSELF. BRING YOUR PASSION. r

=3
* Work-Life Balance * Paid Training 3 H
* Full-Time with Benefits * Some Travel

-

* Serve Your Community

IPj Contact us at careers@4lpi.com
www.4lpi.com/careers

.
Proud to support St. Gregory & Sacred Heart
P RUShICityf3205358:353900
LISA[@PREFERPAVING.NET

Funeral and Ironwood Contracting
Commercial Site

Cremation Service Preparation
‘% @ Excavating & Grading
651-674-0046

Rush City, MN 55069 (320) 358-4735

WWW.PREFERPAVINGINC.NET www.FuneralAndCremationService.com www.ironwood-mn.com
Cathy Carchedi (o TERNAY
Sells Houses! SUPPORT YOUR
oo CathyCarchedicon LOCAL PARISH.
=Y 651.248.6897
(651) 674-8312
TV North Branch, MN
Stay connecrea‘ to our faith community no matter where you are —_——— .
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight to your email! Provide Care Inc. '9regg@providecare.com
www.ParishesOnline.com Now Hiring! ProvideCare.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com  St. Gregory the Great, North Branch, MN A 4C 02-0749



