
2nd Sunday of Advent 

Parish Office……………….701-775-9318 

Hours:   Mon—Friday 8:00 am—4:00 pm 

E-mail........... stmarysgfnd@yahoo.com 

Web Site:.………………….stmarysgfnd.com 

…….775-7067 

        

Holy Family/St Marys School...775-9886 

Religious Ed………………………….775-2842             

Prayer Chain………………………..772-3770 

 

Parish Staff�

Pastor                             Rev. James Gross 

james.gross@fargodiocese.org 

Liturgy Coordinator        Virginia Wilson 

Business Manager         Ellen Rose 

Office Manager              Vicki Schreiner 

CCD Director                  Don Palmiscno              

ECC/Preschool Director Denise Affeldt 

Music Ministry               Alyce Stokke 

Parish Nurse                  Virginia Esslinger 

Bldgs & Grounds Mtnc  CJ Rose 

Custodian                       Caroline Mangwa 

Pastoral Council Chair Person 

                     Dana Hillebrand 

             **St. Mary’s Lay Directors** 

          Kelly Restad and Russ Prochko 

 

Weekend Liturgies 

Saturday 5:30 PM  

Sunday 8:30 & 10:30 AM 

Weekday Liturgies  

Monday — NO Mass   

Tuesday  - 12:10 PM 

Wednesday—12:10 PM 

Thursday &  Friday  - 8:00 AM 

Reconciliation 

             5:30—6:45 PM Wednesday  

             11 AM to Noon Saturdays:  

Half hour before Saturday 5:30 PM & Sunday 

8:30 AM weekend Masses or by appointment. 

Baptism  -  Contact parish office. 

Marriage — Contact parish office 6 

months in advance. 

 

 Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

 

Last weekend I was able to join five of our fellow pa-

rishioners for a joint event of the Dioceses of Fargo and 

Crookston called the “Convocation of Parish Leaders.” 

We received a lot of helpful information and ideas, and 

in future weeks you will be hearing reflections from me. 

My vision for this subcommittee is that we will be a sort 

of yeast or “leaven in the dough,” serving the various 

groups in our parish and helping us see the important work of 

evangelization in a new way. Those of us who took part in the 

Convocation desire nothing more than to grow in love for Jesus, 

for ourselves as well as our fellow parishioners. 

 

 

Our Knights of Columbus are hosting another delicious breakfast 

this Sunday. They are a fraternal organization whose members 

spiritually support one another in their roles within their families 

and the wider community. As Pastor, I wholeheartedly endorse 

our KC’s, and our Council is always looking for more Catholic 

men to take part in their activities. Please consider stepping for-

ward and joining them.    

 

     God Bless You! 

     Father James Gross 

December 9th, 2018 
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Weekend Liturgies 

Saturday 5:30 PM  
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Weekday Liturgies  

Monday — NO Mass   

Tuesday  - 12:10 PM 

Wednesday—12:10 PM 

Thursday &  Friday  - 8:00 AM 

Reconciliation 

              5:45—6:45 PM Wednesday  

             11 AM to Noon Saturdays:  

Half hour before Saturday 5:30 PM & Sunday 

8:30 AM weekend Masses or by appointment. 

Baptism  -  Contact parish office. 

Marriage — Contact parish office 6 

months in advance. 

 



�

�

  

Liturgical Assistants:�

Saturday, December 15th @ 5:30 PM 

Altar Servers: Grace Gebhard, Theo 

Lentz, Henry Lents 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Comm.  Jane Hutzol, Frank Hutzol, 

Linda Palmiscno 

Lector: Virginia Achen 

Sacristan:  Duane Simon 

 

Sunday, December 16th at 8:30 AM 

Altar Servers: Maddie Zwilling, Molly 

Bibow, Bryce Korynta  

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Comm.  Phil Freeman, Nick Korynta, 

Mary Jo Schill 

Lector: Angi Scheett 

Sacristan: Laurel Ann Dukart 

 

Sunday, December 16th at 10:30 AM 

Altar Servers: Mary Jo Esslinger, 

Aiden Bina, Paige Stokke 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Comm. Pat Quandt, Aida Wakefield, 

Annella Winger 

Lector: Dana Marsden  

Sacristan: Annella Winger 

St. Mary’s News�
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“And this is my prayer: that 

your love may increase ever 

more and more in knowledge 

and every kind of perception, 

to discern what is of val-

ue…”  (PHILIPPIANS 1:9�10)�

ADVENT CHRISTMAS ENVIRONMENT:  The creation of a beautiful 

church environment for the Advent and Christmas season is upon us 

and we are asking for your contribution. You may do so by making a 

donation of $20.00 or more in honor of or in memory of a loved one. 

Your donation will assist in the purchase of plants, garland, and many 

other Christmas items that will enhance the beauty of our church dur-

ing the Christmas season. Envelopes for your donation may be found 

in the church pews. You may drop the envelope in the collection bas-

ket or mail it to the Parish Office at 216 Belmont Rd. 

 

Aging religious need your help.  Senior Catholic sisters, brothers and 

religious order priests ministered for years for little to no pay.  Their 

sacrifices now leave their religious communities without adequate 

retirement savings  Your gift today, for the Retirement Fund for Reli-

gious helps to provide medications, nursing care and more for tens of 

thousand of elderly religious Please be generous.  You will find the 

envelopes in the pew holders.   

 

St. Mary’s Parish family with prayer sends sympathy and condolences 

to the family of Frank Helmoski whose funeral was at St. Mary’s on 

Monday.  May he rest in peace.  

 

Attention:  Daily Mass will be celebrated in the chapel.   

 

THOUGHTS:  “Kids today don’t know how easy they have it. When I 

was young, I had to walk 9 feet through shag carpet to change the TV 

Channel.” 

“I missed going to the gym today...that makes 5 years in a row.” 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Commun-

ion and Lectors:  If you are attending one 

of the masses for Christmas (December 

24th and 25th), the sign up sheets are in 

the sacristy.   

 

Communal Penance Services 

 

Sunday, December 9th         Newman Center       6:00 PM 

Sunday, December 16th         St. Jude’s—Thompson      4:00 PM 

Sunday, December 16th         Our Lady of Perpetual Help   7:00 PM 

            Reynolds 

Sunday, December 16th          St. Michael’s       7:00 PM 

Monday, December 17th      St. Mary’s     7:00 PM 

Wednesday, December 19th    St. Timothy’s—Manvel          6:30 PM 

Thursday, December 20th         Holy Family       7:00 PM 

Getting ready for the holidays 

stressing you out?   Take a deep, 

relaxing breath and have our par-

ish nurse check your blood pres-

sure next weekend, December 

15th and 16th.  She will be wait-

ing for you after each mass. 

She can and will help you 

with any questions and 

concerns you may have.  

Take time for you.   

FOOD DONATIONS FOR THE 

CHRISTMAS SEASON 

 

FOOD ITEMS MAY BE PLACED AT 

THE FRONT OF THE CHURCH BY 

THE BAPTISMAL FOUNT ANY 

SUNDAY DURING ADVENT. 

THESE FOOD ITEMS WILL BE 

DONATED TO ST. JOSEPH’S 

FOOD PANTRY.  



Monday, December 10th NO MASS 

    

Tuesday, December 11th:  

12:10 P.M.     †  Charles Durrenberger

   By Bob Olmstead  

 

Wednesday,  December 12th:  

10:00 A.M.   †   Rev. Daniel “Fr. Dan” 

   Mrnarevic 

   (At Parkwood Place)   

12:10 P.M      †   Francis Babinski 

   By Jean & Jim Marynik 

 

Thursday,  December 13th: 

 8:00 A.M.  †   Conrad Scheett 

   By Tony & Joan Scheett   

 

Friday,  December 14th:   

8::00 A.M.   †   Walter Bohlman 

   By Bohlman Family 

 

Saturday,  December 15th: 

5:30 P.M.            Special Intention—Renee 

   By Vicki & Dave  

     Schreiner 

 

Sunday, December 16th:   

8:30 A.M.         †  Katie & August Marynik 

   & †  Theresa Holkesvig 

      By the Family 

10:30 A.M.           For the Parishioners 

                             

NEWS & NOTES�
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Sacrificial Giving 

 

Received December 1st & 2nd 

Envelopes………………………..$4,172.00 

WeShare…………………………….$639.00 

Loose.......................................$261.50 

Children………………………………….$3.50 

Total……………………………… .$5,076.00 

     

     

 

  

BREAKFAST: St. Mary’s Knights of Columbus Council #10837 in Grand 

Forks will be serving breakfast on Sunday, December 9th from 8:00am to 

12:30pm with proceeds going to support Holy Family / St. Mary’s Catholic 

School and Propagation of Faith.  Menu will include pancakes, waffles, bis-

cuits and gravy, ham, eggs, and hash browns. Cost is a free-will donation.  

By request, we are serving a little later to accommodate those who attend 

masses that end at noon. 

 

Court Marquette #677 will meet for a Christmas gathering on Sunday, 

December 9

th

�2 PM at St. Mary’s Church.� Members are asked to bring 

nonperishable food items for St. Joseph’s Thrift Store and Food Pan-

try.� All Catholic women are welcome. �

REPORT ON “THE CONVOCATION OF PARISH LEADERS” 

From the July 2017 gathering of US bishops, reflecting on key points of 

Pope Francis' 2013 document on evangelization, Evangelii 

Gauduim, came a further exploration of the question, "What could mis-

sionary discipleship look like in our dioceses and parish?"   So in collabo-

ration with the Diocese of Crookston and the Diocese of Fargo, an event 

was held in Fargo this past weekend, Nov. 30 - Dec. 1.  Father Gross, 

along with a delegation of St. Mary's parishioners, attended.  During the 

convocation's first day, approximately 750 delegates participated in daily 

mass and prayer and then listened to keynote speakers (Fr. Frank S. 

Donio, Director of the Catholic Apostolate Center in Washington, D.C. and 

Monsignor Thomas Richter, pastor of Queen of Peace Catholic Church in 

Dickinson, ND)  Attendees went to "break out" sessions, centered on 

evangelization in our lives, and then chose to attend one session out of 5 

various topics of concerns within our church communities.  The second 

day, participants began with mass and then came together as parish 

groups first, followed by a session with their diocesan groups, to share 

ideas to help them as they returned to their respective parishes to ad-

dress the question of "How can we help our parishioners, and 

those outside of our parish, not only to grow in their faith, but share it with 

others?" 

 

“In my distress I called upon the 

Lord, and he heard my voice.” 

 

St. Mary’s “Advertiser of the Week” is HB 

SOUND & LIGHT.  Many thanks to them for 

being one of the supporters of our bulletin.   

Holy Family � St. Mary's School upcoming dates�

�

�� December 18 � “The Night Before Christmas Caper” HFSM 

School wide Christmas Play ��Performances at 1:30 & 6:30�

�� January 27 � February 2 National Catholic Schools Week�

�� January 29 � January 30 � Many Gifts, One Nation: A Day of 

Giving to Catholic Schools�

�� February 15 � 14th Annual Dinner for Winners at the  

      Ramada Inn 



�

�

  

“Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.”  Psalm 117�
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The Rosary is prayed at St. 

Mary’s usually every Saturday 

at 5:05 PM (prior to 5:30 PM 

Mass) and Sunday @ 8:05 AM 

(prior to 8:30 AM Mass) as well 

as 10:05 AM (prior to 10:30 AM 

Mass) .  �

“Glittery holiday ads can blind us to our stewardship values and 

distort our needs and wants. It is important that during this sea-

son of endless buying we remember that each of us also has the 

need to give back to God and to those who are in need.”�

Holmes United Methodist Church holds their 31st annual Live 

Nativity pageant on Saturday, December 15th at 7:00 PM and 

7:30 PM, also on Sunday December 16th at 7:00 PM and 7:30 

PM.  The Nativity includes full costumes and live animals in a re-

alistic portrayal of the first Christmas.  This takes place at Dwight 

& Sara Ollman’s horse arena (221 22nd St NE, Reynolds, ND) 

They are located 9 miles west and 2 miles north of Reynolds or 1 

mile west of the Holmes Church.  The arena is unheated and you 

may have to find a seat on a straw bale or stand.  Please dress 

for the weather.  There will be hot apple cider to warm your 

bones, a Christmas carol or two for the soul and a chance to 

consider the truth of Christmas.  Sleigh rides are planned before 

and after pageant showings.  There are no rest room facilities.  

For more information call 701�779�6831 or 218�779�5707. �

PRAY….That we may resist the 

lure of holiday advertising and 

instead concentrate on the mes-

sage of simplicity and trust that 

is found in the Christmas man-

ger scene.�

Readings for the week of  

December 2, 2018 

 

Sunday:           Jer 33:14-16/Ps 

25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14 [1b]/1 Thes 

3:12—4:2/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 

Monday:          Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 

3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 8:5-

11                                                    

Tuesday:          Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-

2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 [cf. 7]/Lk 10:21-

24 

Wednesday:     Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1

-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/Mt 15:29-37 

Thursday:        Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 

and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a [26a]/Mt 

7:21, 24-27 

Friday: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-

14 [1a]/Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday:         Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 

98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [1]/Eph 1:3-6, 

11-12/Lk 1:26-38 

Next Sunday:   Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-

2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/

Lk 3:1-6  

St Mary’s Knights of 

Columbus set up the 

display Christmas in 

the Park  (sponsored 

by the Lions Club) at 

Lincoln Park Drive start-

ing November 23rd 

through December 31st 

from 5:30 PM to 10:00 

PM.  New Years Eve 

Open until Midnight.  �

St. Michaels Parish Breakfast 

(Sponsored by the Men’s Club) 

 

DATE:  Sunday, December 16th 

TIME:  8:00 AM to 11:00 AM 

LOCATION:   St. Michael’s Church Basement 

 

A complete breakfast that includes: 

Pancakes, L&M Sausages, Scrambled eggs, Hash Browns, Eggs 

to Order, Juice and coffee. 

 

COST: Free Will Offering (We accept credit cards.) 

Please join us for breakfast!  



               THE JESSE TREE 

Advent is the perfect time to help make someone’s 

Christmas special. St. Mary’s Jesse Tree provides you 

with the opportunity to fulfill the requests of special 

needs. Gift request cards will be located on the Jesse Tree bulletin board 

located at the entrance of the Church and in the hallway by Chapel. Each 

request card identifies a need to be met for the CVIC, the Women’s Preg-

nancy Center, St Gianna Home, St Mary’s Early Child Care GF Housing and 

Valley 4000 residents. Select one, or multiple, gift request card(s), fulfill 

the request, and place the request card and the gift in a Christmas gift bag. 

Return the gift to the church by Tuesday, December 18th.  

 

NOTE: Valley 4000 resident gift requests must be in no later than Friday, 

December 14th.  Place the gift by the Jesse Tree bulletin board at the en-

trance of the Church . Your generosity and thoughtfulness is greatly appre-

ciated. God Bless You! 

 

The Jesse Tree Gift tags are available at the Church entrances and by the 

Parish Office door in the School Hallway.  Please stop by and chose a gift 

tag(s) to brighten this Christmas for someone who needs to know there is 

hope and love.  God bless! 

 

Dawn Larson’s 6th Grade RE Class�
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Christmas Cookie Walk!!  Mark 

your calendars for Saturday, De-

cember 15th from 9:30 to Noon at 

St. Mary’s Church basement.  

This cookie walk is sponsored by 

St. Mary’s Social Concerns and 

the proceeds do so much good for 

so many throughout the year so 

come and get your cookie baking 

done and feel good about it!!  �

Bulletin Holiday Schedule deadline: 

 

��  Bulletin for December 16th, 2018    

       Deadline is Monday,   

 December 10th  by 10:00 AM 

 

�� Bulletin for December 23rd, 2018    

      Deadline is Friday,  

             December, 14th  by 10:00 AM 

 

�� Bulletin for December 30th, 2018    

      Deadline is Friday,  

             December, 21st  by 10:00 AM 

David, Greta, Leah & Sammy! 

Thank you for completing another volunteer service project for St. Mary’s religious 

Ed!  I am so proud of all of you and the beautiful tree you decorated.  I enjoyed 

watching you put it all together!  I LOVE having such a fun group of kids.   

Dynamic Catholic has asked that 

everyone join them in praying    

“5 Million rosaries for America.  

Please consider, with prayer,  asking 

the Blessed Lady to bless our coun-

try and all its people.    


