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WELCOME TO 

 

Pastoral Emergencies 320-291-5678 

 

Parish Office  

Hours ............... Mon. - Thurs. 8:30 am-3:00 pm 

                                    Fri. 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

Phone ....................................... 320-558-2124 

Email ............ office@churchofstlukes.com 

Father Backer ..............................................  

Ext1or fatherbacker@churchofstlukes.com  

Website .......... www.churchofstlukes.com 

Prayer Line .............................. 320-558-6169 

Trustees ..... Judy Lashinski & Steve LaFond 

Finance Council Chairperson ........ Steve Duncan 

Pastoral Council Chairperson…...…...Tony Leither 

Parish Staff  

Parish Administrator ..................... Sue Miller 

Ext 3 or admin@churchofstlukes.com 

Director of Faith Formation .......... Marilyn Popp 

Ext 2 or stlukefaithandlife@gmail.com 

Music .................................... Tammy Reinert 

 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend 

Sat. 5:00 pm; Sun. 8:00 & 10:00 am 

Weekday Masses 

Tuesday—Friday 8:00 am 

Saturday—9:00am 

Chapel Hours 

Sun.—Sat. 5:00 am to 9:00 pm 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Fri  9:00 am—9:00 pm 

Hospitality after Mass 

Join us in the gathering area for coffee 

 

Sacraments 

Reconciliation 

1/2 hour before Daily Mass    Tues-Sat 

Before weekend Masses: 

Sat.- 4:15 PM; Sun.– 7:15 & 9:15 AM 

And by appointment 

Baptisms/Baptism Prep Classes 

Prep class required before each baptism, please 

call parish office to make arrangements.  

Weddings 

Contact the parish office one year prior 

to your requested wedding date. 

RCIA 

Contact: Bruce Fladebo—320-260-3303 

brucefladebo@gmail.com 

 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ 

     ChurchOfStLukes 

17545 Huber Avenue N.W. •  Clearwater, Minnesota 55320 

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time—July 5, 2020 

THE CHURCH OF 

 

                               Father Dennis Backer, Pastor 



V I S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  

The Church of St. Luke is a Catholic Community, centered in Christ through baptism  and formed by the Eucharist.   

We strive to always be a community where every heart is touched by our Christian fellowship. 

P A S T O R ’ S  R E F L E C T I O N S  
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                                            Spiritual Communion                                                                                                          

“My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacra-

ment. 

I love you above all things and I desire you with all my heart. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace you as if you were already in my heart 

and unite myself to you completely. 

Please do not let me ever by separated from you.” 

This is the 4th of July weekend.  The 4th of July or Independence Day, is a time that we remember and celebrate the begin-

ning of our nation.  Yet with Independence also comes responsibility.  So much work went into setting up a form of govern-

ment and set of laws for this land.  Being independent is not getting to do whatever you may want to do.  I sometimes feel 

that is the approach of some people. 

 

We should never be independent from God, we are all dependent on God for so much.  It is when we turn to God and ask for 

strength, that we often get what we need.  One of the hardest things we often need to do is ask for help.  We really should be 

asking the Lord for help all the time. 

 

Many of you may have had a tradition of having a family gathering for the 4th of July.  I have noticed that more and more peo-

ple are starting to have those gatherings again, some still respecting social distancing.  This Sunday, I will be making my first 

trip down to be with my family.  We have not been together since before COVID.  It will be good to be with them again, even 

at a distance.  We sometimes do not really know what we have until we have been away from it for some time.  I do think 

this is one thing that COVID 19 has had to teach us.  Value everything in your life... family, friends, your health.  All of these 

things we can sometimes take for granted. 

 

Let us never forget how much many of you missed the Mass and receiving the Eucharist.   Let us never take these things for 

granted again.   Our parish family is a very important thing and many of you have not been able to touch base with each other 

over the last few months.  If you wish to catch up, I am going to suggest doing that over the phone.  We are not yet able to 

have people gather in the gathering area to talk with each other.  I look forward to the day that things get back to what they 

were, but we need to be patient and take this in steps, we are by no means out of the woods. 

 

Lastly, I again want to ask that we all be respectful during this time of transition.  You may or may not agree with some of 

the directives in place, but please be respectful of them.  We had to put many of these in place so we could open for Mass. 

We are making our way back, but we need to be patient and respectful that we all are not at the same spot.  We don't know 

the risk factors of those around us, or simply their comfort level.  We need to respect each other at this time.   

 

Blessings. 

Fr. Backer 
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Today’s Gospel explains the reason for those near Jesus’ unbelief 

and reveals what is necessary for faith. Jesus first prays in 

thanksgiving to God who has made himself known to Jesus’ 

disciples. He praises God who has made himself known to the 

“little ones” and not to the wise and learned. As in other recent 

readings from Matthew’s Gospel, a contrast is made here 

between the unbelieving Pharisees, who are wise and learned, 

and the faithful disciples, tax collectors, and sinners with whom 

Jesus keeps company. The second part of this reading calls to our 

attention the unity between the Father and the Son. God has 

made himself known through Jesus, and in knowing Jesus, we 

come to know the Father. In Jesus’ life and in his person, God 

reveals himself to us. In the concluding sentences of today’s 

Gospel, Jesus’ teaching is again contrasted to the teaching of the 

Pharisees. This common theme of Matthew’s Gospel probably 

reflects tension that existed between Jesus and the Pharisees and 

between the Pharisees and the community of Christians for 

whom Matthew wrote. Pharisaic Judaism became the 

predominant form of Judaism after the destruction of the Temple 

in Jerusalem about 70 A.D. Here that tension is expressed as 

alternative paths of holiness. The careful observance of the 

Mosaic law taught by the Pharisees could be experienced by 

some as difficult and burdensome. In contrast, Jesus’ way of 

holiness is presented as uncomplicated and even restful. –Sunday 

Connection.  When we follow Christ, spend time each day with 

him just talking and sharing with him our burdens, and trust in 

him completely we too begin to sense a peace and freedom within 

ourselves, knowing that Christ is in control of everything, from 

small unseen things to world problems.  As Romans 8:28 tells us 

“We know that in everything God works for good

 

with those 

who love him, who are called according to his purpose,” we can 

go about our days with great peace trusting that the Lord will get 

us through everything and that he has a purpose for everything, 

even if we don’t understand just yet.  

FORMED.org   Formed has lots of wonderful things to do 

virtually while keeping our distance.  Check it out! Find a study 

and call and invite a friend to join you virtually to discuss each 

session you both watch,. There is a lot there, from studies to 

apologetics as well as movies on saints and educational videos for 

children.  There is something for everyone. You can sign up for 

FREE by going to https://churchofstlukes.formed.org� 

P A R I S H  &  COMMUN I T Y  E V E N T S  
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Baptism 

Attendance at a one hour Baptismal Preparation Program is 

required and parish registration is expected.  Please call the 

parish office a minimum of 2 months prior to your desired date 

for baptism to register for the Baptismal Preparation classes. 

 

Weddings 

Contact the parish office one year prior to your requested 

wedding date and set up an appointment with Father Backer 

Marriage Preparation classes and a retreat are required. 

 

 

St. Timothy's Catholic School in Maple Lake will BE OPEN 

Fall 2020!  

We are Now Enrolling for Pre-K through 8th grade! 

St. Timothy's School provides a high-quality education and a 

faith-filled environment where our Catholic faith is the center of 

who we are and all we do. We provide a nurturing environment 

where we can meet the individual needs of all of our students 

both academically and spiritually.  With small class sizes and 

dedicated teachers, we are able to provide a rigorous academic 

program where all students can succeed and grow to their 

highest ability!  Before and After School Care is available for all 

ages. The 3 and 4 Year Old Preschool Program has openings for 

the 2020-21 school year! Flexible scheduling with full and half 

day options are available. Scholarships available for all grades! 

For more information or to request a tour, please call the school 

o f f i ce  a t  ( 320)  963 -3417  o r  ema i l  u s  a t 

principal@churchofsttimothy.org. 

 

Created to Believe: Called to Motherhood: Join a group Fall 

2020  

Being a mom is hard and knowing you're not alone on the journey 

makes a huge difference! Do you sometimes wonder about who 

you are as a woman, wife, and mother? Do you desire strong 

friendships with other moms just like you? When you enter into 

"Created to Believe: Called to Motherhood" as part of The Cana 

Experience, you will more deeply know who you are in the light 

of your Catholic faith and be equipped with practical tools that 

can be applied right away in your marriage and with your 

children. There are two groups starting near here, St Michael in 

St Michael and in Delano. To sign up and to learn more about 

joining The Cana Experience with other mothers of young 

children this Fall 2020, visit canafamilyinstitute.com or contact 

Cathy at cathy@canafamilyinstitute.com.   

�

BisonCatholic - Do you know a student heading to NDSU this 

fall? Let them know about St. Paul’s Newman Center! St. Paul’s 

Newman Center is the bisonCatholic community! It’s a place 

where students come to encounter Christ on the campus of 

NDSU. Through the sacraments, bible studies, discipleship, 

retreats, and social activities, students are encouraged to pursue 

virtue. They are equipped to live a dynamic Catholic life in the 

midst of a secular campus! Help an NDSU-bound student set 

themselves up for success! Invite them to join 

the bisonCatholic community by registering at 

bisonCatholic.org.    

��

 M I S S I O N   S T A T E M E N T 

“We, the community of St. Luke, come together to worship with joy and unity, to guide our children in faith, to show compassion and love towards others, and to work together as a 

parish family, so that we may be instrumental in building  a meaningful and everlasting community to God by sharing  our time and talents and following our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

�

�

�
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Due to Covid -19 VBS Rocky Railway will be POST PONED until 

August 2021!  We will come together to experience Rocky Rail-

way, The VBS that's just the ticket!  And we will Climb aboard 

for mountains of fun at Rocky Railway! On this faith-filled adven-

ture, kids discover that trusting Jesus pulls them through life’s 

ups and downs. 



Mass Schedule & Intentions 

Tuesday,  July 7th 

8:00 am Joe, Amanda, Desiree & Natalie Fox  

Wednesday, July 8th  

8:00 am † Helen Schramel  

Thursday, July 9th 

8:00 am David Krupa  

Friday,  July 10th 

8:00 am † Marie Hogrefe  

Saturday, July 11th 

9:00 am Jacinta Kantor    

Saturday, July 11th 

5:00 pm † Edna Sweet  

Sunday, July 12th 

8:00 am Parishioners  

10:00 am † Dan Dague 

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time   4a 

Prayer Line 558-6169  

Registration 

Welcome to the Church of St. Luke. Please call the parish 

office to become a  registered member. 

Minister’s Schedule For July 11th & 12th 

 

The Ministry Heads will be  

contacting volunteers to minister 

Mass Options  

If You are Staying Home During the Pandemic 

 

Church of St Luke FaceBook  Page 10:00am Sundays 

1 

EWTN at 11:00am Sundays. 7:00am Daily Mass   

Check website for other Mass times too.  

https://www.ewtn.com/tv 

 

Catholic TV catholicTV.org 

http://www.catholictv.org/masses/catholictv-mass 

 

Televised Mass:  Diocese of St. Cloud: Sundays, 11 a.m. on 

KSTC-TV/45  

Our Lady of Grace, Edina: Sunday, Noon on Fox 9+ 

Readings for the week of July 5, 2020 

Sunday: Zec 9:9-10/Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13-14 [cf. 1]/Rom 

8:9, 11-13/Mt 11:25-30 

Monday: Hos 2:16, 17b-18, 21-22/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 

[8a]/Mt 9:18-26 

Tuesday: Hos 8:4-7, 11-13/Ps 115:3-4, 5-6, 7ab-8, 9-10 [9a]/

Mt 9:32-38 

Wednesday: Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [4b]/

Mt 10:1-7 

Thursday: Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16 [4b]/Mt 

10:7-15 

Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Ps 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-13, 14 and 17 [17b]/Mt 

10:16-23 

Saturday: Is 6:1-8/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 [1a]/Mt 10:24-33 

Next Sunday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14 [Lk 8:8]/

Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9  ���� 

Lenten Rice Bowl Return:  Don’t forget to bring in your CRS 

Rice Bowl that you filled up from your sacrifices during Lent 

back to St Luke.    You can bring the filled container in to the 

gathering area over the next month.  All proceeds will be sent to 

Catholic relief services to feed the hungry. Thank you. 

 

Feeling lost right now? Find yourself in God's plan of sheer 

goodness!   

This fall, the Catechetical Institute will offer the two-year Pillars 

Program in two different locations. Classes will be held at The 

Saint Paul Seminary on Monday evenings, and at the Church of 

St. Andrew in Elk River on Tuesday evenings. Module I will be 

Live streamed. Students can decide late August if they would 

like to take Module I in person or online.  Taught by some of 

the best instructors in the Twin Cities, such as Bishop Andrew 

Cozzens, Jeff Cavins, Deacon Joe Michalak, Deacon Dan Gannon, 

Fr. John Klockeman, Dr. Todd Flanders, Christina Smith, Liz 

Kelly, and more, the CI: Pillars Program follows the four pillars of 

the Catechism of the Catholic Church and will make sense of all things 

Catholic, deepen your faith, and layout the roadmap to heaven. 

Applications are now being accepted through August 15, 2020, 

for the class beginning in September. For more information and 

an application, visit semssp.org/ci or call (651) 962-5072. 

 

The Imprint of Trauma: Understanding how abuse shapes our 

psychology and perception  July 8, 6:30-8:30 p.m., St. Michael’s 

Parish, St. Michael. Join Laura Harder, a compassion fatigue 

therapist for an event focused on the topic of abuse specifically 

from the survivor’s perspective. Participants will gain a basic un-

derstanding of how trauma functions and what makes it difficult 

for survivors to “move past” it.  

 

Do Not Let Your Hearts Be troubled If you or someone you love 

is grieving the loss of a child or children to abortion, come and 

experience the compassionate mercy of Jesus Christ on our week-

end retreat. Rachel’s Vineyard Twin Cities' retreats are open to 

anyone impacted by abortion - women, men, grandparents, sib-

lings, and health care professionals. The next retreat is July 31-

August 2, 2020 in the Twin Cities area. For more information 

contact Nancy at rachels@rvineyardmn.org, call 763-250-9313 or 

see www.rvineyardmn.org. 

 

 

                         Prayer of Thanksgiving for Freedom 

 

Freedom is enshrined in our US Constitution. The First Amend-

ment of our constitution protects our freedom of speech. How-

ever, our speech may not infringe upon another's freedom. Free-

dom does have its limits. And we must protect everyone's free-

doms, not just ours. On this 4th of July, let us remember from 

whom all our freedoms originate, our good and gracious God. 

Let us pray… 

God, giver of all good gifts, 

Help us to be thankful for rest and food, 

and remember that, in all we do or say, 

you are with us, here this day. 

We are thankful for all you do 

and for everything you have given us. 

But above all we are thankful for our freedoms 

and the ability to protect others' freedom. 

We are free because of you. 

We ask for your continued blessing on all your creation. 

Through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.     

Amen. 
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Lenten Rice Bowl Return:  Don’t forget to bring in your CRS 

Rice Bowl that you filled up from your sacrifices during Lent 

back to St Luke.    You can bring the filled container in to the 

gathering area over the next month.  All proceeds will be sent to 

Catholic relief services to feed the hungry. Thank you. 

 

Feeling lost right now? Find yourself in God's plan of sheer 

goodness!   

This fall, the Catechetical Institute will offer the two-year Pillars 

Program in two different locations. Classes will be held at The 

Saint Paul Seminary on Monday evenings, and at the Church of 

St. Andrew in Elk River on Tuesday evenings. Module I will be 

Live streamed. Students can decide late August if they would 

like to take Module I in person or online.  Taught by some of 

the best instructors in the Twin Cities, such as Bishop Andrew 

Cozzens, Jeff Cavins, Deacon Joe Michalak, Deacon Dan Gannon, 

Fr. John Klockeman, Dr. Todd Flanders, Christina Smith, Liz 

Kelly, and more, the CI: Pillars Program follows the four pillars of 

the Catechism of the Catholic Church and will make sense of all things 

Catholic, deepen your faith, and layout the roadmap to heaven. 

Applications are now being accepted through August 15, 2020, 

for the class beginning in September. For more information and 

an application, visit semssp.org/ci or call (651) 962-5072. 

 

The Imprint of Trauma: Understanding how abuse shapes our 

psychology and perception  July 8, 6:30-8:30 p.m., St. Michael’s 

Parish, St. Michael. Join Laura Harder, a compassion fatigue 

therapist for an event focused on the topic of abuse specifically 

from the survivor’s perspective. Participants will gain a basic un-

derstanding of how trauma functions and what makes it difficult 

for survivors to “move past” it.  

 

Do Not Let Your Hearts Be troubled If you or someone you love 

is grieving the loss of a child or children to abortion, come and 
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end retreat. Rachel’s Vineyard Twin Cities' retreats are open to 
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see www.rvineyardmn.org. 

 

 

                         Prayer of Thanksgiving for Freedom 
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dom does have its limits. And we must protect everyone's free-

doms, not just ours. On this 4th of July, let us remember from 

whom all our freedoms originate, our good and gracious God. 

Let us pray… 

God, giver of all good gifts, 

Help us to be thankful for rest and food, 

and remember that, in all we do or say, 

you are with us, here this day. 

We are thankful for all you do 

and for everything you have given us. 

But above all we are thankful for our freedoms 

and the ability to protect others' freedom. 

We are free because of you. 

We ask for your continued blessing on all your creation. 

Through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.     

Amen. 
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Annandale       Maple Lake       Cleawater
www.lakecentralbank.com

CLEARWATER LEGION 
         POST #323 LIC #00399

1ST SUNDAY MADE TO ORDER  
BREAKFAST  3RD SUNDAY OMELET 

BREAKFAST 8:30AM-12 NOON 
Bingo on Sun 4pm & Wed 6pm

Knights of Columbus
St. Luke’s Council #14013

Visit www.kofc.org or contact:
Ron Shatek, Grand Knight
rdshadrack@gmail.com

715-279-1844
KofC meeting reminder:  

4th Thursday each month

Imholte Excavation  
and Trucking
Marty Imholte 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

• Septic Systems •  Foundation 
• Digging  • Tree & Stump Removal 
• Demolition • Ditching • Driveways 

320-291-6675 
ImholteExavationand 
Trucking@yahoo.com

Be our guest for
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner!

I-94 & Hwy. 24 • Clearwater • 320-558-2261

To Love To Honor To Remember
(320) 244-4156

Food - Beer - Wine
Breakfast Served All Day!

Buy One, Get One Meal 1/2 OFF!
(valid after 4pm, equal or lesser value; excluding buffet)

710 Nelson Dr., Clearwater • 320-558-6326

T & R
Meat Processing

105 Pine St., PO Box 326 
Clearwater

% 320-558-6390

1295 County Rd. 75 
Clearwater, MN 55320

320-558-4488 
800-957-2331

Scott & Joanne 
Sypnieski

www.AuthorityFence.com

SECURITY 
LOCKSMITHS INC.

Bonded & Insured
Residential • Industrial • Comm’l • Automobile

Import Key & Lock Specialists
2040 7th St. N. • St. Cloud, MN

253-4862  • AFTER HOURS CALL 252-5627

STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES
HOME OFFICES BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS

David K. Nelson
Agent
Bus: (952) 546-4240 
Home (320) 558-6333
1660 South Highway 100, Suite 324 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416
david.k.nelson.b44j@statefarm.com

• Backhoe Work 
• Basement  
• Sitework 
• Sewer & Water 
  Septic Systems

Jim Senkyr • 320-255-0690 
jsexcavatinginc@gmail.com 

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • Certified

BIG LAKE HARDWARE HANK & RENTAL
Chuck, Cindy & Clayton Hultman

• Custom Paints • Key Cutting • Carpet Cleaning • Glass Cutting 
• Bait & Tackle • Cut & Thread Pipes • Screen & Window Repair • Paint Ball Specialist
Hours: Monday – Friday 8 to 8; Saturday 7 to 6; Sunday 9 to 5

 621 Rose Drive • PO Box 118  763-263-2019 
 Big Lake, MN 55309  fax 763-263-3519

John Koshiol - CEO/President
Computer Sales/Repair

340 S. Walnut, Ste. A • Clearwater, MN 55320
www.nowitconnects.com

  320-558-6300

 

Your full service  Auto, Truck & Equipment Repair Shop. 

DOT inspections and towing available. 

KEITH HELGET, Owner

Shop: 320/558-9570
Cell: 320/980-2347

BIG or small we fix them all.

Acute Care
Acupuncture
Rehabilitation
Prevention
General Practice
Auto Injuries
Sports Injuries
Work Injuries

Dr. Eron L. Bordson 
Doctor of Chiropractic
320-558-6772

935 Clearwater Center 
Located behind Keith’s Kettle

Pregnant?  Help is Available.
* Pregnancy Resource Ctr., St. Cloud 
 (320) 253-1962 or 1-800-450-1962

* Birthline, St. Cloud • (320) 252-4150

* Rachel’s Vineyard 
 (763) 258-9313-confidential vm

Contact Jim Byrne • jbyrne@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2596

320-558-9901

Clearwater

320-363-7401 • 24 Hr SERVICE
www.precisemn.com

Having Eye Problems? Looking for Answers? We Can Help

We specialize in all medical and surgical eye disease 
including cataract surgery, glaucoma, dry eyes, macular 
degeneration, and yes we do routine eye exams.

We also are happy to work alongside with your local optometrist

Andrea Joplin, MD | Mitchell Gossman, MD | 320.774.3789

Winter Shoreline Work • Paver Patio 
Outdoor Living • Landscaping • Decks & Pergolas

(320) 558-4445 • www.jklandscape.com

BUSSE’S SEPTIC PUMPING
SEPTIC CLEANING    INSTALLATION 
Residential & Commercial

10600 26 St SE, St Cloud, MN 
320 743 2482

dangoeman@edinarealty.com

edinarealty.com

311 S. 10th Ave S Buffalo MN 55313

763.295.4200

Parishioner


