
�������� ���	
��
����������	
���

WELCOME TO 

 

Pastoral Emergencies 320-291-5678 

 

Parish Office  

Hours ............... Mon. - Thurs. 8:30 am-3:00 pm 

                                    Fri. 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

Phone ....................................... 320-558-2124 

Email ............ office@churchofstlukes.com 

Father Backer ..............................................  

Ext1or fatherbacker@churchofstlukes.com  

Website .......... www.churchofstlukes.com 

Prayer Line .............................. 320-558-6169 

Trustees ..... Judy Lashinski & Steve LaFond 

Finance Council Chairperson ........ Steve Duncan 

Pastoral Council Chairperson…...…...Tony Leither 

Parish Staff  

Parish Administrator ..................... Sue Miller 

Ext 3 or admin@churchofstlukes.com 

Director of Faith Formation .......... Marilyn Popp 

Ext 2 or stlukefaithandlife@gmail.com 

Music .................................... Tammy Reinert 

 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend 

Sat. 5:00 pm; Sun. 8:00 & 10:00 am 

Weekday Masses 

Tuesday—Friday 8:00 am 

Saturday—9:00am 

Chapel Hours 

Sun.—Sat. 5:00 am to 9:00 pm 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Fri  9:00 am—9:00 pm 

Hospitality after Mass 

Join us in the gathering area for coffee 

 

Sacraments 

Reconciliation 

1/2 hour before Daily Mass    Tues-Sat 

Before weekend Masses: 

Sat.- 4:15 PM; Sun.– 7:15 & 9:15 AM 

And by appointment 

Baptisms/Baptism Prep Classes 

Prep class required before each baptism, please 

call parish office to make arrangements.  

Weddings 

Contact the parish office one year prior 

to your requested wedding date. 

RCIA 

Contact: Bruce Fladebo—320-260-3303 

brucefladebo@gmail.com 

 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ 

     ChurchOfStLukes 

17545 Huber Avenue N.W. •  Clearwater, Minnesota 55320 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time—September 13, 2020 

THE CHURCH OF 

 

                               Father Dennis Backer, Pastor 



V I S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  

The Church of St. Luke is a Catholic Community, centered in Christ through baptism  and formed by the Eucharist.   

We strive to always be a community where every heart is touched by our Christian fellowship. 

P A S T O R ’ S  R E F L E C T I O N S  
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As we continue to deal with COVID, and with no clear end in sight,  I have been trying to improve some of the temporary situations as I 

first thought would not be going on this long.  One of those is Confessions.  I have been using my office, so that we could social distance 

and still be behind closed doors to guard the seal.  The down side of my set up has been that it really has not allowed for visiting clergy 

to be able to use for confessions.  Well, those times should be done for now.  The missionary was just here and I am hoping I don't have 

anymore family funerals in the near future. 

 

When I started hearing confessions in my office, it did take a little bit for people to understand where I was for confession. I did have 

signage up, but we are creatures of habit.  I simply had face to face set up right away, but as this has been dragging on, I decided to up-

grade my office.  I have since moved in one of our portable screens and a kneeler.  So those now coming to confession will have the option 

of sitting in the chair for face to face, or going behind the screen.  The code is the same, if my door is closed someone is in confession, if 

my door is open I am available.  I have put a sign on my door to let people know when I am hearing and when I am not.  Note that this 

office door, when closed is locked, so no one can walk in on someone else's confession.  This has happened a few times in my confes-

sional. 

 

I have been making some plans as to starting to use the parish center side a bit more.  One is Faith Formation and how is that going to 

work.  Please be checking for information from Marilyn on this.  Of course any use would need to follow the protocols of the time. 

 

I would like to thank all of you who have been faithfully following the protocols we have been asked to follow.  It has been a great joy to 

see people in the pews again. Over the past month I have started seeing faces I have not seen since before we shut down Masses.  Let us 

please resist the urge to judge our brother and sister.   Yes, there are those who are just not going to follow what we are asking, but there 

will be those who do  so to an underlining condition, may be needing to stay home yet or not be able to wear a mask.   Over the past 

month, I have been in 2 other dioceses for events and have seen some different approaches to the same issues.  So too you may have been 

other places and seen other ways, remember, we are following our local bishop.   I recently have heard that some diocese are moving to 

reinstitute the Obligation to Attend Mass on Sunday.  In checking into this more, I have also found out that it is not universal, they are 

saying if you fall in the high risk category, that you are still dispensed. 

 

We all need to be patient and deal with what we currently are dealing with.  Tomorrow is coming,  2021 is coming!  Yet we need to re-

member in running a marathon,  not many of us have a chance at being the first but often times the major goal for the runner is to simply 

finish the race.  One step at a time!!! 

 

Blessings, 

Fr. Backer 

Spiritual Communion                                                                                                                                                               

“My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire you 

with all my heart. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace you as if you were already in my heart and unite myself to you completely. 

Please do not let me ever by separated from you.” 

PRAYERS FOR OUR NATION  Are you concerned about the election, the many demonstrations going on, the Corona virus and all the 

restrictions that come with that? Join fellow parishioners on Wednesday evening from 6:30-7:30 pm ,weather permitting, in the church 

parking lot. Bring a chair (remember we have to observe social distancing) and be part of praying for God’s mercy, protection and direc-

tion over our nation.  Any questions call Mary at 320-558-6169 or (cell)  320-247-2256. 



Faith and Family 

 

In today's reading Peter asks Jesus how many times one ought to 

extend forgiveness to another. Peter proposes a reasonable 

number of times, perhaps seven. Jesus replies by extending 

Peter's proposal by an enormous amount; not just seven times 

should one forgive, but 77 times. The parable of the unforgiving 

servant is Jesus' elaboration of his initial reply to Peter. Through 

the parable we come to understand the depths of God's mercy 

toward us and the results of our acceptance of God's forgiveness. 

The king in the parable decides to settle accounts with his 

servants. We are told that one servant in particular owes the king 

an enormous sum of money. Despite the promise of the servant, it 

is unlikely that he would ever be able to repay the debt that he 

owes. The king is moved by the humility of the pleading servant 

and mercifully forgives the debt. Rather than displaying gratitude 

for this forgiveness, the servant confronts a fellow servant who 

owes him a small debt—a pittance when compared with the 

amount that was owed to the king. The unmerciful servant 

refuses the pleas of his fellow servant and sends the servant to 

prison. A few other servants tell the merciful king about the 

actions of the unforgiving servant. The king punishes the servant 

because he refused to show the kind of mercy he had himself 

received from the king. Jesus concludes by indicating that this is 

how it will be with God and those who refuse to forgive one 

another. There is a temptation to quantify forgiveness as Peter 

tried to do, but Jesus' point is that forgiveness is not about 

quantity—the number of times we extend forgiveness to another. 

In the parable the king's forgiveness is like God's forgiveness, and 

it transforms us, helping us to be as forgiving as God. The lesson 

is clear: If we hoard God's mercy while showing no mercy to 

others, we risk forfeiting the effects of God's mercy in our lives. -

Sunday Connection 

 

��God loves each of us as if there were only one of us."-   

St. Augustine 

 

Faith Formation:  is just around the corner!  September is just 

around the corner and Faith formation for 2020-2021 will begin 

again on Wednesday evenings.  Families have been emailed 

registration forms.  Also, you can register on line.  Please contact 

Marilyn at stlukefaithandlife@gmail.com with questions.  

 

Teachers Needed:  Consider volunteering to be a Catechist and 

help our young people to come to know our Lord and their 

Catholic Faith.  Any adult of any age is welcome.  The best gift we 

can give our youth is Jesus.  Email stlukefaithandlife@gmail.com 

or call the church office at 320-558-2124. 

 

FORMED PICK OF THE WEEK:  Why are we here? What’s 

life all about? Sometimes we get so caught up in the depth of our 

faith that we forget what it was like to first wrestle with the big 

questions – Who am I? What am I searching for? What’s our 

shared story? Who is Jesus? Why do we need a Church? Is there a 

God? We all need to get back to the basics to make sure the 

foundation is strong. Watch “The Search “ on Formed.  Want to 

be a part of a virtual Study group to discuss The Search? contact 

Marilyn at stlukefaithandlife@gmail.com 

P A R I S H  &  COMMUN I T Y  E V E N T S  
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Baptism 

Attendance at a one hour Baptismal Preparation Program is 

required and parish registration is expected.  Please call the 

parish office a minimum of 2 months prior to your desired date 

for baptism to register for the Baptismal Preparation classes. 

 

Weddings 

Contact the parish office one year prior to your requested 

wedding date and set up an appointment with Father Backer 

Marriage Preparation classes and a retreat are required. 

 

Engage in the Synod Process through Praying with Scripture 

Series  

Beginning  TODAY September 13   This five-part virtual series on 

praying with Scripture offers practical tools for growing in 

holiness, drawing upon the rich tradition of the Catholic 

Church. Archbishop Hebda and Bishop Cozzens will teach the 

fundamentals of praying with Scripture and explain how to use 

a Prayer Companion resource to enrich your prayer experience. 

Watch at your convenience with family, friends or on 

your own.  To participate and receive materials, 

download “MyParish” from your app store and search 

“Archdiocesan Synod” OR sign up to receive emails at eva.us/

archspm-fall2020. More information at archspm.org/synod.  

 

The Spiritual Exercises in Daily Life  Beginning September 15, 

online, hosted by Saint Thomas More Catholic 

Community.  Traditionally the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius 

are experienced by going to a retreat center for 30 days. Our 

retreats "in daily life" will allow you to experience the Exercises 

with a spiritual director who will guide you over the course of 9 

months. We have small group or one-on-one options. If you 

decide to make the retreat, you will need to commit to daily 

prayer practices, readings, and/or meditations as assigned by your 

spiritual director. In addition to daily prayer, you will commit to 

attend periodic meetings led by your spiritual director to share 

your prayer experience and ask questions. These retreats are a 

wonderful way to intentionally grow closer to God, strengthen 

your prayer life, and enrich your spirit. https://

www.morecommunity.org/spiritual-exercises-retreat   

Praying with the Psalms: A Retreat in Daily Life  

September 22-October 27, online, hosted by Saint Thomas More 

Catholic Community.  The Book of Psalms are a collection of 

songs, prayers, poems and hymns. It has been suggested that the 

psalms are the prayer book of the church. With vivid imagery, 

they express the full range of our emotions and give us insights 

into God and ourselves. This 6-week at-home retreat will give 

you the opportunity to meditate on the psalms using 

lectio divina and speak to God about what’s on your heart. You 

will also be able to share the fruits of your prayer in weekly group 

meetings (virtually or in-person) led by a spiritual director. Sign 

up for this retreat and allow God to speak to you through the 

psalms! Visit: https://www.morecommunity.org/psalms-retreat�

 M I S S I O N   S T A T E M E N T 

“We, the community of St. Luke, come together to worship with joy and unity, to guide our children in faith, to show compassion and love towards others, and to work together as a 

parish family, so that we may be instrumental in building  a meaningful and everlasting community to God by sharing  our time and talents and following our Lord Jesus Christ.” 



Mass Schedule & Intentions 

Tuesday, September 15th  

8:00 am † Connie Nelson 

Wednesday, September 16th 

8:00 am † Clara Notch 

Thursday, September 17th 

8:00 am † Peter Matthys 

Friday, September 18th  

8:00 am Nick & Betty Eiden 

Saturday, September 19th 

9:00 am † Matthew Rothstein    

Saturday, September 19th 

5:00 pm † Edna Sweet 

Sunday, September 20th 

8:00 am † Alfred Gohman 

10:00 am Parishioners 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time   4a 

Prayer Line 558-6169  

  Readings for the Week of September 13, 2020 

     

Sunday: Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12 [8]/Rom 

14:7-9/Mt 18:21-35 

Monday: Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38 [cf. 7b]/

Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17 

Tuesday: 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a/Ps 31:2 and 3b, 3cd-4, 5-6, 

15-16, 20 [17]/Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 

Wednesday: 1 Cor 12:31—13:13/Ps 33:2-3, 4-5, 12 and 22 

[12]/Lk 7:31-35 

Thursday: 1 Cor 15:1-11/Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28 [1]/Lk 7:36-

50 

Friday: 1 Cor 15:12-20/Ps 17:1bcd, 6-7, 8b and 15 [15b]/Lk 8:1

-3 

Saturday: 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49/Ps 56:10c-12, 13-14 [14]/Lk 

8:4-15 

Next Sunday: Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 [18a]/Phil 

1:20c-24, 27a/Mt 20:1-16 

    ©Liturgical Publications 

Registration 

Welcome to the Church of St. Luke. Please call the parish office to 

become a  registered member. 

Minister’s Schedule For September 19th & 20th 

 

The Ministry Heads will be  

contacting volunteers to minister 

Mass Options  

If You are Staying Home During the Pandemic 

 

Church of St Luke FaceBook Page 10:00am Sundays 

1 

EWTN at 11:00am Sundays. 7:00am Daily Mass   

Check website for other Mass times too.  

https://www.ewtn.com/tv 

 

Catholic TV catholicTV.org 

http://www.catholictv.org/masses/catholictv-mass 

 

Televised Mass:  Diocese of St. Cloud: Sundays, 11 a.m. on 

KSTC-TV/45  

Our Lady of Grace, Edina: Sunday, Noon on Fox 9+ 

 

Word on Fire offers Sunday Mass and Daily Mass at 7:15 

am live or you can watch it later in the day recorded. 

https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/ 

   Thank you to Teresa Steinhaus for the donation       

she made to St. Luke’s parish from proceeds made 

at her garage sale which was held in August.  

Thanks also to Arnie Lanners for donating several 

tools and many other items to Teresa’s sale.  Pro-

ceeds from the garage sale for all of Arnie and 

Maria’s items were donated to the Church of St. 

Luke and have been applied to the building fund.  

Proceeds from the sale donated to our parish to-

taled over $2,000.  The donation is truly appreci-

ated! 

Subscribe to The Catholic Spirit Today!   

For the latest on Church news and the Catholic take on news 

around the world, subscribe to The Catholic Spirit or give a sub-

scription as a gift. You can receive The Catholic Spirit, the official 

newspaper of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis 

for free by contacting your parish office! Questions or story ideas? 

Contact us at CatholicSpirit@archspm.org.  

Grandparents Day Blessing For Our Children 

 

God of our ancestors, 

we thank you for our children 

and our children's children. 

They are reminders from you about how precious life can be. 

We humbly ask for wisdom and patience as we take pride and 

wonder in our grandchildren. 

Those of us who now pray to you 

also seek your blessing upon these men and women 

who are our grandparents or who act in place of grandparents. 

Bless all the children and their parents and grandparents 

with your abundant grace. 

We ask all this through the intercession of 

Saints Joachim and Anne, parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

patron saints of grandparents, 

in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 September 13, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s not too late to make a donation to contribute to making up 

for the loss of our parish festival this year.  Contributions can be 

put in the basket in Church, dropped off in the Church Office or 

put in the Drop Box outside. St. Luke’s is very grateful for the 

faithfulness of our Church family in these challenging times. 
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Annandale       Maple Lake       Cleawater
www.lakecentralbank.com

Knights of Columbus
St. Luke’s Council #14013

Visit www.kofc.org or contact:
Ron Shatek, Grand Knight
rdshadrack@gmail.com

715-279-1844
KofC meeting reminder:  

4th Thursday each month

Imholte Excavation  
and Trucking
Marty Imholte 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

• Septic Systems •  Foundation 
• Digging  • Tree & Stump Removal 
• Demolition • Ditching • Driveways 

320-291-6675 
ImholteExavationand 
Trucking@yahoo.com

Be our guest for
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner!

I-94 & Hwy. 24 • Clearwater • 320-558-2261

To Love To Honor To Remember
(320) 244-4156

Food - Beer - Wine
Breakfast Served All Day!

Buy One, Get One Meal 1/2 OFF!
(valid after 4pm, equal or lesser value; excluding buffet)

710 Nelson Dr., Clearwater • 320-558-6326

T & R
Meat Processing

105 Pine St., PO Box 326 
Clearwater

% 320-558-6390

1295 County Rd. 75 
Clearwater, MN 55320

320-558-4488 
800-957-2331

Scott & Joanne 
Sypnieski

www.AuthorityFence.com

SECURITY 
LOCKSMITHS INC.

Bonded & Insured
Residential • Industrial • Comm’l • Automobile

Import Key & Lock Specialists
2040 7th St. N. • St. Cloud, MN

253-4862  • AFTER HOURS CALL 252-5627

STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES
HOME OFFICES BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS

David K. Nelson
Agent
Bus: (952) 546-4240 
Home (320) 558-6333
1660 South Highway 100, Suite 324 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416
david.k.nelson.b44j@statefarm.com

• Backhoe Work 
• Basement  
• Sitework 
• Sewer & Water 
  Septic Systems

Jim Senkyr • 320-255-0690 
jsexcavatinginc@gmail.com 

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • Certified

BIG LAKE HARDWARE HANK & RENTAL
Chuck, Cindy & Clayton Hultman

• Custom Paints • Key Cutting • Carpet Cleaning • Glass Cutting 
• Bait & Tackle • Cut & Thread Pipes • Screen & Window Repair • Paint Ball Specialist
Hours: Monday – Friday 8 to 8; Saturday 7 to 6; Sunday 9 to 5

 621 Rose Drive • PO Box 118  763-263-2019 
 Big Lake, MN 55309  fax 763-263-3519

John Koshiol - CEO/President
Computer Sales/Repair

340 S. Walnut, Ste. A • Clearwater, MN 55320
www.nowitconnects.com

  320-558-6300

CLEARWATER LEGION 
         POST #323 LIC #00399

1ST SUNDAY MADE TO ORDER  
BREAKFAST  3RD SUNDAY OMELET 

BREAKFAST 8:30AM-12 NOON 
Bingo on Sun 4pm & Wed 6pm

 

Your full service  Auto, Truck & Equipment Repair Shop. 

DOT inspections and towing available. 

KEITH HELGET, Owner

Shop: 320/558-9570
Cell: 320/980-2347

BIG or small we fix them all.

Acute Care
Acupuncture
Rehabilitation
Prevention
General Practice
Auto Injuries
Sports Injuries
Work Injuries

Dr. Eron L. Bordson 
Doctor of Chiropractic
320-558-6772

935 Clearwater Center 
Located behind Keith’s Kettle

Pregnant?  Help is Available.
* Pregnancy Resource Ctr., St. Cloud 
 (320) 253-1962 or 1-800-450-1962

* Birthline, St. Cloud • (320) 252-4150

* Rachel’s Vineyard 
 (763) 258-9313-confidential vm

Contact Jim Byrne • jbyrne@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2596

320-558-9901

Clearwater

320-363-7401 • 24 Hr SERVICE
www.precisemn.com

Having Eye Problems? Looking for Answers? We Can Help

We specialize in all medical and surgical eye disease 
including cataract surgery, glaucoma, dry eyes, macular 
degeneration, and yes we do routine eye exams.

We also are happy to work alongside with your local optometrist

Andrea Joplin, MD | Mitchell Gossman, MD | 320.774.3789

Winter Shoreline Work • Paver Patio 
Outdoor Living • Landscaping • Decks & Pergolas

(320) 558-4445 • www.jklandscape.com

BUSSE’S SEPTIC PUMPING
SEPTIC CLEANING    INSTALLATION 
Residential & Commercial

10600 26 St SE, St Cloud, MN 
320 743 2482

dangoeman@edinarealty.com

edinarealty.com

311 S. 10th Ave S Buffalo MN 55313

763.295.4200

Parishioner

C L E A R  L A K E 

Mini Storage
24 Hour Access 

320-339-5443

“On the way  
to the lake,  

on your  
way home.”

UNITS AVAILABLE


