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WELCOME TO 

 

Pastoral Emergencies 320-291-5678 

 

Parish Office  

Hours ............... Mon. - Thurs. 8:30 am-3:00 pm 

                                    Fri. 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

Phone ....................................... 320-558-2124 

Email ............ office@churchofstlukes.com 

Father Backer ..............................................  

Ext1or fatherbacker@churchofstlukes.com  

Website .......... www.churchofstlukes.com 

Prayer Line .............................. 320-558-6169 

Trustees ..... Judy Lashinski & Steve LaFond 

Finance Council Chairperson ........ Steve Duncan 

Pastoral Council Chairperson…...…...Tony Leither 

Parish Staff  

Parish Administrator ..................... Sue Miller 

Ext 3 or admin@churchofstlukes.com 

Director of Faith Formation .......... Marilyn Popp 

Ext 2 or stlukefaithandlife@gmail.com 

Music .................................... Tammy Reinert 

 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend 

Sat. 5:00 pm; Sun. 8:00 & 10:00 am 

Weekday Masses 

Tuesday—Friday 8:00 am 

Saturday—9:00am 

Chapel Hours 

Sun.—Sat. 5:00 am to 9:00 pm 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Fri  9:00 am—9:00 pm 

 

Sacraments 

Reconciliation 

1/2 hour before Daily Mass    Tues-Sat 

Before weekend Masses: 

Sat.- 4:15 PM; Sun.– 7:15 & 9:15 AM 

And by appointment 

Baptisms/Baptism Prep Classes 

Prep class required before each baptism, please 

call parish office to make arrangements.  

Weddings 

Contact the parish office one year prior 

to your requested wedding date. 

RCIA 

Contact: Bruce Fladebo—320-260-3303 

brucefladebo@gmail.com 

 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ 

     ChurchOfStLukes 

17545 Huber Avenue N.W. •  Clearwater, Minnesota 55320 

Divine Mercy Sunday - April 11, 2021 

THE CHURCH OF 

 

                               Father Dennis Backer, Pastor 



V I S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  

The Church of St. Luke is a Catholic Community, centered in Christ through baptism  and formed by the Eucharist.   

We strive to always be a community where every heart is touched by our Christian fellowship. 

P A S T O R ’ S  R E F L E C T I O N S  
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                       Readings for the week of April 11, 2021 

 

Sunday:   Acts 4:32-35/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 [1]/1 Jn 5:1-6/Jn 20:19-3 

Monday:  Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9 [cf. 11d]/Jn 3:1-8 

Tuesday:  Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 [1a]/Jn 3:7b-15 

Wednesday:  Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [7a]/Jn 3:16-21 

Thursday:  Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20 [7a]/Jn 3:31-36 

Friday:  Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [cf. 4abc]/Jn 6:1-15 

Saturday:  Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 [22]/Jn 6:16-21 

Next Sunday: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/Ps 4:2, 4, 7-8, 9 [7a]/1 Jn 2:1-5a/Lk 

24:35-48           ©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Divine Mercy Sunday TODAY!  Divine Mercy Sunday is the Octave Day or 8

th

 day of Easter, a day that celebrates the merciful love of 

God shining through the whole Easter Triduum and the whole Easter mystery.  It is a day of declaration of reparation for all sin, thus the 

Day of Atonement������ ���� ��	�
��� 
� attend the Divine Mercy Sunday Prayer Service at 3:00 p.m. April 11

th

.   Confessions will start at 

2:30 pm and continue throughout the service.  

Confirmation Today at St. Luke:  Please pray for our 10

th

 grade youth as they prepare for their Confirmation, which will be today, April 

11

th

 at 1:00 pm here at the Church of St Luke.  Due to Covid-19 this is a private Mass for the Confirmation youth and their families.  

Please pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon these youth that are being confirmed today:  Kaitlin Amundson, Hallie Friedrichs, 

Luann Hoyt, Collin Jensen, Jacinta Kantor, Damen Klatt, Blaine Klocker, Ryan Neuman, Kiley O’Konek, Skyler O’Konek, Evan Powell, 

Makenzie Scherer, Brady Schmidt, Blake Tenvoorde, and Suzuko Theede.  May they always walk in the light of Christ and become sol-

diers of Christ following the words of St John Paul II, “The most beautiful and stirring adventure that can happen to you is the personal 

meeting with Jesus, who is the only one who gives real meaning to our lives.” 

Today is Divine Mercy Sunday.  Deacon Pete will be back to lead the service today at 3:00 p.m.  Confessions will start at 2:30 p.m.  All are 

welcome to attend this service and remember the mercy that the Lord has for us all. 

 

I would like to also ask you to keep in prayer our confirmation students who will be confirmed here at St. Luke's this afternoon at 1:00 

p.m.  Pray that the Holy Spirit will be moving with them and that they will embrace those gifts and live out their faith.  As you can al-

ready tell, it will be a full day here at St. Luke's. 

 

There is a story of St. Francis hearing a message from God to go and 'rebuild my church'.  Francis first, in seeing church buildings that 

were falling apart, misunderstood what rebuilding meant.  I think as we are coming out of COVID we will need to do some rebuilding of 

our church.  One area will be attendance. Some have gotten used to live streaming.  This has been a nice aid for those at higher risk over 

the last year.  But I think, for some, it has become an easy out.  Please note, I do know this does not apply to all, but it does to some.  The 

Archbishop will be the one to reinstate the obligation to attend Mass.  But, I think we all need to do a little soul searching about Mass 

attendance. 

 

The second thing we will need to do is a little rebuilding on our ministries.  Over the last year we have had some people do more, others 

have had things in their life change, others are still needing to be careful.  All of these issues can and have affected many of our ministries.  

I recently have trained a few more of our Eucharistic Ministers on the COVID requirements.  When we get word we can go back to the 

collection by passing the basket, I think we will see how well our usher ministry is doing.  Recently I was talking with the head of the 

greeters here at St. Luke's.  One of the constant things I would hear from people visiting the parish is how welcomed they felt.  Our 

greeters at the door have always been wonderful in helping people feel welcome.  We are looking forward to going back to having the 

scheduled greeters (still without hand shaking or hugging).  Yet, there is no reason we can't have people holding the door and welcom-

ing people to St. Luke's soon. 

 

If you are an outgoing person or you would like to be more outgoing, this would be a good ministry for you; or if you are new to the par-

ish and would like to get to know people and/or feel like you are more a part of the parish, please consider joining our greeting ministry.  

This is an important part of St. Luke's and I would like to start to see some of these ministries that are less affected by COVID restric-

tions to be building back up.  The more ministers in a ministry, the less of a time commitment for everyone in the ministry.  If you are 

interested, please contact the parish office to be put in touch with the head of the greeters.  You can just try it out or get more informa-

tion on this ministry.  I will be pushing for other ministries again as restrictions are lifted. 

 

Lastly I would like to say a BIG 'THANK YOU'!!  to all who helped in any way with the Holy Week liturgies.  For things to go smoothly, 

there are a lot of people behind the scenes helping to make everything happen.  Some you see, like our ushers and lectors, others you do 

not see, but all have a very important role in the liturgy.  Again, thank you to all. 

 

Blessings, 

Fr. Backer 



Faith and Family 

 

Spring is such a beautiful time of year when our brown and 

colorless environment springs forth with new life and abundant 

color.  It is a time when we celebrate the gift of eternal life given 

to us through the death and resurrection of our Lord and we 

celebrate the sacraments of Confirmation and First Eucharist.  

When our children are infants we bring them to be baptized.  

Our little ones are washed from original sin and receive the light 

of Christ, thus becoming a child of God.  There is a close 

relationship between the sacraments of Baptism and 

Confirmation.  We are born spiritually in the sacrament of 

baptism; we grow in the virtues of faith, hope and love.  At this 

stage of our spiritual life, like that of a child, it is mostly self-

centered.  Then we are confirmed.  In confirmation we receive a 

special grace which deepens and strengthens our faith so that it 

will be strong enough not only for our own needs but for the 

needs of others that we will try and share our faith with.  Just as 

the youth are becoming adults physically, they are becoming 

adults spiritually also.  The confirmed Catholic becomes a 

spiritual adult or spiritual soldier and now wants to go forth 

joyfully in not thinking of self  but thinking about how they can 

bring others to Christ and how they can serve others.  Our hope 

is that the newly confirmed will feel a restless discontent unless 

he or she is something for others, to ease their burdens in life, to 

bring them closer to Christ.  The grace which is received in 

confirmation is the grace which Jesus promised his Apostles 

when he said to them, “You shall receive power when the Holy 

Spirit comes upon you, and you shall be witnesses for Me…. even 

to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8.  Let us pray for our young 

people who will be receiving that special outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit today, that their hearts will burn and they will be restless 

to serve our Lord.  The sacrament is the beginning of their faith 

journey as adults in the church.  May they continue to nourish 

that burning in their heart to learn more about our faith and 

forever draw closer to Christ through prayer and service. "The joy 

which comes from forgetting ourselves is the best proof of love." - St. 

Josemaria Escriva  

 

Confirmation:  Please pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit 

upon these youth that are being confirmed today:  Kaitlin 

Amundson, Hallie Friedrichs, Luann Hoyt, Collin Jensen, Jacinta 

Kantor, Damen Klatt, Blaine Klocker, Ryan Neuman, Kiley 

O’Konek, Skyler O’Konek, Evan Powell, Makenzie Scherer, Brady 

Schmidt, Blake Tenvoorde, and Suzuko Theede.  � 

 

First Eucharist :  Please pray for our youth who will be receiving  

the precious Body of Christ for the first time on April 25

th

 at 1:00 

p.m. at the Church of St Luke: Wesley Cleaveland, Ava 

Dockendorf, Jackson Friedrichs, Gregory Hoyt, Tyler Lansing, 

Hadley McFadden, Madison McRaith, and Alyssa Willie. 

 

Natural Family Planning (NFP)  Classes teach couples the 

Church approved methods on how to achieve or postpone 

pregnancy while embracing the beauty of God’s gift of sexuality. 

For a complete list of classes offered throughout the Archdiocese, 

visit archspm.org/family or call 651.291.4489. 

P A R I S H  &  COMMUN I T Y  E V E N T S  
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Baptism 

Attendance at a one hour Baptismal Preparation Program is 

required and parish registration is expected.  Please call the 

parish office a minimum of 2 months prior to your desired date 

for baptism to register for the Baptismal Preparation classes. 

 

Weddings 

Contact the parish office one year prior to your requested 

wedding date and set up an appointment with Father Backer 

Marriage Preparation classes and a retreat are required. 

 

Catholics At The Capitol: On Mission for Life & Dignity 

Thursday, April 15, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. at the Cathedral of Saint Paul, 

St. Paul. Join Minnesota Catholics statewide online or in-person 

on mission to defend life and dignity at the Capitol. Be formed in 

the faith through Mass. Be informed on the issues by speakers 

such as internationally renowned champion for life Obianuju 

Ekeocha, the Archbishop Jose Gomez, USCCB President and 

Archbishop of Los Angeles. Cost $20 in-person, $10 online. 

Registration closes March 31. Visit CatholicsAtTheCapitol.org 

for details and tickets. 

 

God Loves You with a LOVE that is Overflowing ~ 1 Thess 3  

If you or someone you love is grieving the loss of a child to 

abortion, come and experience the healing mercy of Jesus Christ 

on our weekend retreat. The next Rachel’s Vineyard Twin Cities' 

retreat is April 16-18, 2021. For more information contact 

Nancy at rachels@rvineyardmn.org, call 763-250-9313 or visit 

www.rvineyardmn.org.  

 

Upper Room Women’s Retreat at St Henry’s Monticello - 

May 22

nd

   Registration is now open for the upcoming Women’s 

Retreat led by Gina Bauer with the theme of the Outpouring of 

the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is always calling us deeper and 

deeper into the love of the Father and Jesus Christ. Come to the 

Upper Room to prepare for a beautiful encounter with the God 

who loves you unconditionally. This will be an all day retreat to 

be held at St. Henry’s on Sat., May 22nd from  9AM – 4PM, 

tickets are $30 and include a boxed lunch. Register online at 

https://sthenrycatholic.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/

UpperRoom or call the parish office. 

 

Bethany House Summer Program  June 12 – August 7, 2021 – 

currently accepting applications! Bethany House is a place, set 

apart, with an environment of support  and encouragement for 

Catholic women as they intentionally discern consecrated life. 

The women live in community, pray together, have meals 

together, host Religious Sisters, and participate in a discernment 

book study during the program. For more information and to 

request an application, see 10000vocations.org.��

�

FORMED PICK OF THE WEEK: Our parish has a FORMED 

subscription. Check it out, there is so much for all ages to help us 

grow in our faith this Easter season.  Get signed up. SIGN UP 

FREE AT: FORMED.ORG/SIGNUP. 

 

Rosary: Just a reminder, the Rosary is prayed every day before 

Daily Mass at 7:30 a.m., Tuesday - Friday, and 8:30 a.m. on 

Saturday. The Rosary is also prayed at 7:30 a.m. in the Chapel 

every Monday. All are invited to join in. 

 M I S S I O N   S T A T E M E N T 

“We, the community of St. Luke, come together to worship with joy and unity, to guide our children in faith, to show compassion and love towards others, and to work together as a 

parish family, so that we may be instrumental in building  a meaningful and everlasting community to God by sharing  our time and talents and following our Lord Jesus Christ.” 



Mass Schedule & Intentions 

Tuesday,  April 13th 

8:00 am † Dennis Hilsgen 

Wednesday, April 14th 

8:00 am Melissa Lenk 

Thursday, April 15th 

8:00 am † James Matthys 

Friday,  April 16th 

8:00 am † Vernon & Leona Storms 

Saturday, April 17th 

9:00 am †Larry Joswiak    

Saturday,  April 17th 

5:00 pm Diocesan Synod 

Sunday, April 18th 

8:00 am Parishioners 

10:00 am † Helen Revier 

 

    Minister’s Schedule For April 17th & 18th 

 

The Ministry Heads will be  

contacting volunteers to minister. 

Divine Mercy Sunday    4a 

Prayer Line 558-6169  

                      St. Luke’s Calendar 

 

Tuesday,  April  13th 

 8:00 am Quilting 

 6:30 pm VBS Volunteers Meeting 

 6:30 pm Prayers for Our Nation 

 7:00 pm KCs Planning Meeting 

Wednesday, April  14th 

 6:45 pm Faith Formation 

Thursday, April 15th 

 7:00 pm Liturgy Meeting 

Friday, April 16th  

 9:00 am — 9:00 pm Adoration 

Registration 

Welcome to the Church of St. Luke. Please call the parish office to 

become a  registered member. 

 

Spiritual Communion  

 

 

 “My Jesus, I believe that you are present 

 in the Blessed Sacrament. 

I love you above all things  

and I desire you with all my heart. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace you as if you were already there 

and unite myself to you completely. 

Please do not let me ever be separated from you.” 

                                   Mass Options  

If You are Staying Home During the Pandemic 

 

Church of St Luke Facebook Page 10:00am Sundays 

1 

EWTN at 11:00am Sundays. 7:00am Daily Mass   

Check website for other Mass times too.  

https://www.ewtn.com/tv 

 

Catholic TV catholicTV.org 

http://www.catholictv.org/masses/catholictv-mass 

 

Televised Mass:  Diocese of St. Cloud: Sundays, 11 a.m. on 

KSTC-TV/45  

Our Lady of Grace, Edina: Sunday, Noon on Fox 9+ 

Our condolences to husband Gary and the fam-

ily of Marybeth Dreier on her passing. 

Volunteers Needed:  VBS Rocky Railway  will 

be held on August 1

st

 through August 5th !  There 

will be a meeting Tuesday April 13

th

 at 6:30pm.  

We need adults, both men and women, to help 

get this off the ground. This year we will be hav-

ing an outdoor VBS, so we will need to be crea-

tive in our planning!  Please attend this meeting, or sign up to 

help, to make this a fun and wonderful opportunity for our youth 

to walk closer with our Lord.  Please email stlukefaithan-

dlife@gmail.com or call 763-262-5649 to sign up to help.  

Holy Spirit Academy Monticello: Run, Run, Run, or 

Walk at beautiful Lake Rebecca Preserve in Rockford 

4-Mile Chip-Timed Race, May 15th at 10 AM. Pro-

ceeds benefit Holy Spirit Academy students. Register 

at www.HolySpiritAcademy.org. 

Stay in the know: Get The Catholic Spirit — for free!  

Be in-the-know with news from your Catholic community 

and the Church around the world. Get The Catholic 

Spirit, the award-winning newspaper of the Archdiocese 

of St. Paul and Minneapolis, in your home. Free subscrip-

tions for parishioners are available via each parish. Con-

tact your parish office to be added to the mailing list. Or 

purchase an annual subscription for yourself or a friend at 

TheCatholicSpirit.com. 

Parish Festival Grand Raffle: The parish festival will be held on 

August 22, 2021.  In the past, generous donors have consistently 

helped make the grand raffle a success.  This year all cash dona-

tions will go towards the Grand Raffle prize pool. Gift certifi-

cates and prize items will either be used in the grand raffle or in 

the Baskets from Heaven silent auction.   Donor forms are avail-

able in the gathering area or complete the form below.  Please 

return all donor forms to the church office or put them in an en-

velope and place it in the collection basket.  To have your name 

listed on the tickets as a donor for the Grand Raffle, there is a 

May 10 deadline to return your forms. Thank you! 

St. Luke’s Garage Sale - Please keep our parish garage sale in 

mind as you do your spring cleaning.  Covid restrictions permit-

ting, the 2021 Garage Sale is tentatively planned for June 10th - 

13th. Drop off dates are May 30th - June 9th. Thank you! 

Catholic Services Appeal 2021: Together in Hope Please 

consider sharing the love of the risen Christ with 

neighbors in need.  The CSAF helps hundreds of thou-

sands of ministry recipients! Learn more at csafspm.org.  
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Annandale       Maple Lake       Cleawater
www.lakecentralbank.com

Knights of Columbus
St. Luke’s Council #14013

Visit www.kofc.org or contact:
Ron Shatek, Grand Knight
rdshadrack@gmail.com

715-279-1844
KofC meeting reminder:  

4th Thursday each month

Imholte Excavation  
and Trucking
Marty Imholte 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

• Septic Systems •  Foundation 
• Digging  • Tree & Stump Removal 
• Demolition • Ditching • Driveways 

320-291-6675 
ImholteExavationand 
Trucking@yahoo.com

To Love To Honor To Remember
(320) 244-4156

Food - Beer - Wine
Breakfast Served All Day!

Buy One, Get One Meal 1/2 OFF!
(valid after 4pm, equal or lesser value; excluding buffet)

710 Nelson Dr., Clearwater • 320-558-6326

T & R
Meat Processing

105 Pine St., PO Box 326 
Clearwater

% 320-558-6390

1295 County Rd. 75 
Clearwater, MN 55320

320-558-4488 
800-957-2331

Scott & Joanne 
Sypnieski

www.AuthorityFence.com

SECURITY 
LOCKSMITHS INC.

Bonded & Insured
Residential • Industrial • Comm’l • Automobile

Import Key & Lock Specialists
2040 7th St. N. • St. Cloud, MN

253-4862  • AFTER HOURS CALL 252-5627

STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES
HOME OFFICES BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS

David K. Nelson
Agent
Bus: (952) 546-4240 
Home (320) 558-6333
1660 South Highway 100, Suite 324 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416
david.k.nelson.b44j@statefarm.com

• Backhoe Work 
• Basement  
• Sitework 
• Sewer & Water 
  Septic Systems

Jim Senkyr • 320-255-0690 
jsexcavatinginc@gmail.com 

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • Certified

BIG LAKE HARDWARE HANK & RENTAL
Chuck, Cindy & Clayton Hultman

• Custom Paints • Key Cutting • Carpet Cleaning • Glass Cutting 
• Bait & Tackle • Cut & Thread Pipes • Screen & Window Repair • Paint Ball Specialist
Hours: Monday – Friday 8 to 8; Saturday 7 to 6; Sunday 9 to 5

 621 Rose Drive • PO Box 118  763-263-2019 
 Big Lake, MN 55309  fax 763-263-3519

John Koshiol - CEO/President
Computer Sales/Repair

340 S. Walnut, Ste. A • Clearwater, MN 55320
www.nowitconnects.com

  320-558-6300

CLEARWATER LEGION 
         POST #323 LIC #00399

1ST SUNDAY MADE TO ORDER  
BREAKFAST  3RD SUNDAY OMELET 

BREAKFAST 8:30AM-12 NOON 
Bingo on Sun 4pm & Wed 6pm

 

Your full service  Auto, Truck & Equipment Repair Shop. 

DOT inspections and towing available. 

KEITH HELGET, Owner

Shop: 320/558-9570
Cell: 320/980-2347

BIG or small we fix them all.

Acute Care
Acupuncture
Rehabilitation
Prevention
General Practice
Auto Injuries
Sports Injuries
Work Injuries

Dr. Eron L. Bordson 
Doctor of Chiropractic
320-558-6772

935 Clearwater Center 
Located behind Keith’s Kettle

Contact Steve Swenson • sswenson@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5815

320-558-9901

Clearwater

320-363-7401 • 24 Hr SERVICE
www.precisemn.com

Having Eye Problems? Looking for Answers? We Can Help

We specialize in all medical and surgical eye disease 
including cataract surgery, glaucoma, dry eyes, macular 
degeneration, and yes we do routine eye exams.

We also are happy to work alongside with your local optometrist

Andrea Joplin, MD | Mitchell Gossman, MD | 320.774.3789

BUSSE’S SEPTIC PUMPING
SEPTIC CLEANING    INSTALLATION 
Residential & Commercial

10600 26 St SE, St Cloud, MN 
320 743 2482

dangoeman@edinarealty.com

edinarealty.com

311 S. 10th Ave S Buffalo MN 55313

763.295.4200

Parishioner

C L E A R  L A K E 

Mini Storage
24 Hour Access 

320-339-5443

“On the way  
to the lake,  

on your  
way home.”

UNITS AVAILABLE

320-259-6113
24792 County Road 7 • St. Cloud, MN 56301


