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WELCOME TO 

 

Pastoral Emergencies 320-291-5678 

 

Parish Office  

Hours ............... Mon. - Thurs. 8:30 am-3:00 pm 

                                    Fri. 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

Phone ....................................... 320-558-2124 

Email ............ office@churchofstlukes.com 

Father Backer ..............................................  

Ext1or fatherbacker@churchofstlukes.com  

Website .......... www.churchofstlukes.com 

Prayer Line .............................. 320-558-6169 

Trustees ..... Judy Lashinski & Steve LaFond 

Finance Council Chairperson ........ Steve Duncan 

Pastoral Council Chairperson…...…...Tony Leither 

Parish Staff  

Parish Administrator ..................... Sue Miller 

Ext 3 or admin@churchofstlukes.com 

Director of Faith Formation .......... Marilyn Popp 

Ext 2 or stlukefaithandlife@gmail.com 

Music .................................... Tammy Reinert 

 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend 

Sat. 5:00 pm; Sun. 8:00 & 10:00 am 

Weekday Masses 

Tuesday—Friday 8:00 am 

Saturday—9:00am 

Chapel Hours 

Sun.—Sat. 5:00 am to 9:00 pm 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Fri  9:00 am—9:00 pm 

 

Sacraments 

Reconciliation 

1/2 hour before Daily Mass    Tues-Sat 

Before weekend Masses: 

Sat.- 4:15 PM; Sun.– 7:15 & 9:15 AM 

And by appointment 

Baptisms/Baptism Prep Classes 

Prep class required before each baptism, please 

call parish office to make arrangements.  

Weddings 

Contact the parish office one year prior 

to your requested wedding date. 

RCIA 

Contact: Bruce Fladebo—320-260-3303 

brucefladebo@gmail.com 

 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ 

     ChurchOfStLukes 

17545 Huber Avenue N.W. •  Clearwater, Minnesota 55320 

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time  January 30, 2022   

THE CHURCH OF 

 

                               Father Dennis Backer, Pastor 



V I S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  

The Church of St. Luke is a Catholic Community, centered in Christ through baptism  and formed by the Eucharist.   

We strive to always be a community where every heart is touched by our Christian fellowship. 

P A S T O R ’ S  R E F L E C T I O N S  
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Confession 

En route to church to make his first confession, my nervous seven

-year-old grandson asked me what he could expect. 

 

"Confession is where you tell all the bad things you’ve done to the 

priest," I told him. He looked relieved.  

 

"Good. I haven’t done anything bad to the priest." 

 

©LPi 

 

In the Gospel  this weekend we see a clear act of, "Come on, we know you!"  Maybe we could call it, "You can't go home again."  This Gos-

pel is the continuation of the Gospel  from last week.   Jesus tells the people that He is the fulfillment of the scripture from Isaiah, "The 

Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim liberty to cap-

tives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord." The problem is, He is 

in his hometown. 

 

As we are growing up we often form deep seated opinions about others and often do not believe they could ever change.  I know growing 

up I often felt like my personal identity was tied into my parents identity.  This was more so at Church, where my parents were well 

known.  I was always "Do and Elmer's son."  In school I was known for something else.  I was one who was not in the 'in group'.  As a 

matter of fact, I was often  the target for the ‘ in group’.  We often get put in boxes and sometimes we never get ourselves out of those 

boxes, even if those boxes are not who we really are. 

 

One of the major growing moments in my own life happened my first summer of Major seminary.  We were to go through CPE (Clinical 

Pastoral Education).  It was a chaplaincy program and the person who interviewed me to write up a report to include with my applica-

tion to different sites, decided I would have a really hard time with CPE.  Why?  Because she found out I was the last of nine children.  

She was a firm believer in birth order.   Guess what?  My CPE summer was AMAZING.  I came back and people could tell that some-

thing had happened to me,  that I had changed  for the better. 

 

I stepped out of the box that I had been put in.  I was growing into who God wanted me to be.  If we are really honest with ourselves, we 

see that we never stop growing.  We are always learning something.  Sure maybe we are not good at everything we try, but if we stop 

trying we may never find what we truly are great at. 

 

I'm sure many of you have gone back to your hometown for a visit or a reunion, and have found many things changed.  Either the people 

have changed or the town has changed.  Often times both have changed.   Perhaps you are the one who has changed, even if others have 

not.   We need to see people for who they are, not who they were.  To welcome the fact that we can take any event, good or bad, and we 

can learn from it. We can grow for having gone through it. 

 

I sometimes consider how much people have changed this last two years.  Good or bad, I think all of us have seen sides of people we have 

never seen before.  Or maybe we have seen different sides of ourselves??  I believe after we get through this, we will all have much re-

building to do. We will need to rebuild relationships with people that were on different sides.  Some relationships  likely will never heal.  

They may be lost forever.  We may come to see how some relationships mean very much to us and we should never again take that rela-

tionship for granted. 

 

I pray through all of this, your faith has been something you could cling to for strength.  Even if it has caused us to question at times, I 

pray your faith remains strong.  Because the relationship we should never go without is the one we have with Jesus Christ. 

 

Blessings. 

Father Backer 



Faith and Family 

 

Jesus' statement that no prophet is accepted in his home town 

reminds us that it is often difficult to hear a challenging message 

from those who know us best, even if it is true. Perhaps we 

remember and even regret this aspect of our childhood and 

adolescence. We may have overlooked the wisdom and guidance 

of our parents, while allowing the voices of others—teachers, 

friends, and counselors—to carry more weight, even when these 

people were telling us the same thing. Perhaps this 

developmental stage is unavoidable. Perhaps as we have matured, 

we have come to a new appreciation for our parents and others 

whose perspective and experience we once rejected. Today's 

Gospel provides an opportunity to talk about and to learn from 

such experiences. Think about proverbs or other wise sayings 

that are familiar to your family (“Blood is thicker than water;” 

“All that glitters is not gold.”). Consider what these proverbs 

mean and whether you believe them to be true. Why or why not? 

Jesus challenges the people of Nazareth by reminding them of old 

sayings that seem to have a lot of truth in them. Let's listen to this 

Gospel and consider what these proverbs mean. Read aloud 

today's Gospel, Luke 4:21-30. Ask: What were the proverbs that 

Jesus quoted? (Physician, cure yourself; No prophet is accepted 

in his native place.) Consider the meaning of these proverbs and 

look for examples from your own family life that show their 

truth. Consider how your family might accept one another's 

wisdom and guidance and not reject the prophets in your midst. 

Conclude by praying together the Prayer of the Holy Spirit. – 

Sunday Connection 

P A R I S H  &  C OMMUN I T Y  E V E N T S  
3 

Baptism 

Attendance at a one hour Baptismal Preparation Program is 

required and parish registration is expected.  Please call the 

parish office a minimum of 2 months prior to your desired date 

for baptism to register for the Baptismal Preparation classes. 

 

Weddings 

Contact the parish office one year prior to your requested 

wedding date and set up an appointment with Father Backer 

Marriage Preparation classes and a retreat are required. 

 M I S S I O N   S T A T E M E N T 

“We, the community of St. Luke, come together to worship with joy and unity, to guide our children in faith, to show compassion and love towards others, and to work together as a 

parish family, so that we may be instrumental in building  a meaningful and everlasting community to God by sharing  our time and talents and following our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Prayer of the Holy Spirit                                                                                                              
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FORMED  Our parish has a FORMED subscription, which 

means you can access all its great content for FREE. Check it out! 

There is so much - movies, bible studies, talks -  for all ages to 

help us grow in our faith.  SIGN UP FREE AT: FORMED.ORG/

SIGNUP. 

Serve as a Totus Tuus Missionary!  The Archdiocese of Saint 

Paul and Minneapolis is in need of college-age men and women 

with missionary hearts who are committed to their Catholic faith 

and feel called to share it with the youth around the Archdiocese. 

This is a two-month commitment (June 3 – July 30), which in-

cludes one week of training and one week break for Independ-

ence Day. Missionaries receive a $2,520 stipend for the summer, 

and meals and lodging are provided. Apply at archspm.org/

totustuus or contact the Totus Tuus Coordinator at 651.291.4489 

or totustuus@archspm.org.  

What It Means to Be a Man of God: February 18-20, Franciscan 

Retreat Center, Prior Lake  Join this men’s retreat for a time of 

rest, renewal, and re-focus. The retreat includes music, Mass, 

Rosary, Adoration, Confessions, small group time, and presenta-

tions by Kevin Bittner, Greg Hughes, and Brad Nelson. The cost 

of $170 ($40 extra for private room) includes meals. Register by 

February 3. The retreat is sponsored by Church of Saint Paul in 

Ham Lake. Visit churchofsaintpaul.com/mens-retreat for more 

details and to register. All men are welcome! 
 

 

2022 WINE: Catholic Women's Conference Saturday, Febru-

ary 26, 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at Holy Family Catholic Church, Saint 

Louis Park  The WINE: Catholic Women’s Conference with em-

cee Alyssa Bormes begins with Mass, followed with music by 

Caroline Metzinger and inspirational talks by Kelly Wahlquist 

(WINE founder); Liz Kelly (Catholic author & retreat leader); 

Leah Jacobson (the Wholistic Feminist); and Alicia Donovan 

(Biblical beekeeper). The day includes prayer with prayer teams, 

confession, adoration, laughter, lunch, shopping, CHOCOLATE, 

and a fun raffle! Register at wineconference.org by February 1 for 

$55 for the Saturday conference or $100 for the Saturday confer-

ence plus a special Friday Gathering (open to 200 women.) 

 

Looking for people to join the cemetery board - no experience 

needed  Looking for a person with knowledge on rules and regu-

lations of the cemetery or some cemetery back ground. 

Please contact Marie Gohman 763-482-2442 



Mass Schedule & Intentions 

Tuesday,  February 1st 

8:00 am Anthony Kantor  

Wednesday, February 2nd 

8:00 am †Pam Boardman 

Thursday, February 3rd 

8:00 am †Al Notch 

Friday,  February 4th 

8:00 am †Fr. Tom O’Brien 

Saturday, February 5th 

9:00 am †Jerry Pachan    

Saturday, February 5th  

5:00 pm †Arlan Schlagel 

Sunday, February 6th 

8:00 am †Terry Nygaard 

10:00 am Parishioners 

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time   4a Prayer Line 558-6169  

                      St. Luke’s Calendar 

Tuesday,  February 1st 

 8:30 am Quilting 

Wednesday, February 2nd 

 6:45 pm   Faith Formation 

Friday, February 4th  

 9:00 am — 9:00 pm Adoration 

                        Readings for the week of January 30, 2022 

Sunday:  Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15-17  

  [cf. 15ab]/1 Cor 12:31—13:13 or 13:4-13/ 

  Lk 4:21-30 

Monday:  2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13/Ps 3:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/ 

  Mk 5:1-20 

Tuesday: 2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30—19:3/ 

  Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mk 5:21-43 

Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10/Heb 2:14-18/ 

  Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32 

Thursday: 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12/1 Chr 29:10, 11ab, 11d-12a,  

  12bcd/Mk 6:7-13 

Friday:  Sir 47:2-11/Ps 18:31, 47 and 50, 51/Mk 6:14-29 

Saturday: 1 Kgs 3:4-13/Ps 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14/Mk 6:30-34 

Next Sunday: Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8 [1c]/ 

  1 Cor 15:1-11 or 15:3-8, 11/Lk 5:1-11 

                                                                       ©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Registration 

Welcome to the Church of St. Luke. Please call the parish office to 

become a  registered member. 

 

 

Minister’s Schedule For February 5th & 6th 
 

The Ministry Heads will be 

Contacting Volunteers to Minister. 

Food Shelf:    Please remember those within our 

community who are in need of food and personal 

hygiene items and bring an item and place it in 

the baskets that will be in the entry of the sanctu-

ary.  Our little ones will bring the food items up as 

they come back from children’s liturgy. .   

 

Newly Married Retreat — Living the Dream Saturday, 

February 5, 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Church of Saint Peter, 

Mendota Couples married for 0-7 years are invited to 

attend the 2022 Archdiocesan Newly Married Retreat. 

Led by Brad and Libby Dupont of Evermore and the 

Archdiocese of Kansas City, KS, the retreat will cover 

topics including developing couple values, decision 

making and planning for success. Cost is $65/couple. 

Register by January 31 by calling 651.291.4488.  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter “Yet, O LORD, you are 

our father; we are the clay and you the potter; we are all 

the work of your hands.” As we begin the waiting of ad-

vent, let us strive to become the work of his hands by at-

tending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The 

next Weekends are Feb 11-13, 2022 in Buffalo, MN and 

May 6-8, 2022 in Buffalo, MN. For more information, call 

Brent & Tracy Chessen at 612-756-8720 or visit them at 

twincitieswwme.org. 

Retrouvaille Weekend for couples struggling in their 

marriage. For more information call 651-440-1426, email 

2013@retrouvaille.org or go to https://

www.helpourmarriage.org/ .  The next weekend is Febru-

ary 11-13, 2022 in Minneapolis 

We’re grateful to our business who support our parish by adver-

tising in our bulletin. The Church of St. Luke thanks  Michelich 

Memorials and T & R Meat Processing.  Show your apprecia-

tion by patronizing these businesses.  Tell them you saw their ad 

in the church bulletin! 

The Church of St. Luke Expresses our sympathy to the  

O‘Konek families on the passing of Norman O’Konek. 
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Annandale       Maple Lake       Cleawater
www.lakecentralbank.com

Knights of Columbus
St. Luke’s Council #14013

Visit www.kofc.org or contact:
Ron Shatek, Grand Knight
rdshadrack@gmail.com

715-279-1844
KofC meeting reminder:  

4th Thursday each month

Imholte Excavation  
and Trucking
Marty Imholte 

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

• Septic Systems •  Foundation 
• Digging  • Tree & Stump Removal 
• Demolition • Ditching • Driveways 

320-291-6675 
ImholteExavationand 
Trucking@yahoo.com

To Love To Honor To Remember
(320) 244-4156

Food - Beer - Wine
Breakfast Served All Day!

Buy One, Get One Meal 1/2 OFF!
(valid after 4pm, equal or lesser value; excluding buffet)

710 Nelson Dr., Clearwater • 320-558-6326

T & R
Meat Processing

105 Pine St., PO Box 326 
Clearwater

% 320-558-6390
1295 County Rd. 75 

Clearwater, MN 55320

320-558-4488 
800-957-2331

Scott & Joanne 
Sypnieski

www.AuthorityFence.com

STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES
HOME OFFICES BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS

David K. Nelson
Agent
Bus: (952) 546-4240 
Home (320) 558-6333
1660 South Highway 100, Suite 324 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416
david.k.nelson.b44j@statefarm.com

• Backhoe Work 
• Basement  
• Sitework 
• Sewer & Water 
  Septic Systems

Jim Senkyr • 320-255-0690 
jsexcavatinginc@gmail.com 

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • Certified

BIG LAKE HARDWARE HANK & RENTAL
Chuck, Cindy & Clayton Hultman

• Custom Paints • Key Cutting • Carpet Cleaning • Glass Cutting 
• Bait & Tackle • Cut & Thread Pipes • Screen & Window Repair • Paint Ball Specialist
Hours: Monday – Friday 8 to 8; Saturday 7 to 6; Sunday 9 to 5

	 621 Rose Drive • PO Box 118 	 763-263-2019 
	 Big Lake, MN 55309 	 fax 763-263-3519

John Koshiol - CEO/President
Computer Sales/Repair

340 S. Walnut, Ste. A • Clearwater, MN 55320
www.nowitconnects.com

  320-558-6300CLEARWATER LEGION 
         POST #323 LIC #00399

1ST SUNDAY MADE TO ORDER  

BREAKFAST  8:30AM-12 NOON 

Trivia Tues 6:30pm • Bingo Wed 6pm

 

Your full service  Auto, Truck & Equipment Repair Shop. 

DOT inspections and towing available. 

KEITH HELGET, Owner

Shop: 320/558-9570
Cell: 320/980-2347

BIG or small we fix them all.

Acute Care
Acupuncture
Rehabilitation
Prevention
General Practice
Auto Injuries
Sports Injuries
Work Injuries

Dr. Eron L. Bordson 
Doctor of Chiropractic
320-558-6772

935 Clearwater Center 
Located behind Keith’s Kettle

320-558-9901

Clearwater

320-363-7401 • 24 Hr SERVICE
www.precisemn.com

Having Eye Problems? Looking for Answers? We Can Help

We specialize in all medical and surgical eye disease 
including cataract surgery, glaucoma, dry eyes, macular 
degeneration, and yes we do routine eye exams.

We also are happy to work alongside with your local optometrist

Andrea Joplin, MD | Mitchell Gossman, MD | 320.774.3789

dangoeman@edinarealty.com

edinarealty.com

311 S. 10th Ave S Buffalo MN 55313

763.295.4200

Parishioner

320-259-6113
24792 County Road 7 • St. Cloud, MN 56301

Be our guest for
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner!

I-94 & Hwy. 24 • Clearwater • 320-558-2261

Cheryl Klinkner, Realtor®

(320) 241-4647
Cheryl@PremierHomeSearch.com

New Logo!
Same GREAT Experience
Call us today for a FREE estimate

320-251-7000

SALES
SERVICE INSTALLATION

24 HOUR 

EMERGENCY 

SERVICE

KAREN PILARSKI  
(320)743-3084

https://karenpilarski.epicure.com

85% NON-GMO, 80% Vegan, Keto
100% Gluten and nut free

Club Almar
Food & Drinks • Pizza

 
Pool • Darts • Pull Tabs

252-3571 • 24617 County Rd. 7

Service Is Our Business BIG Or small we do it all! 

(320) 274-3016
www.reichsplumbingandheating.com

Garage Door 
Repairs & 

Installation

(320) 255-1850

www.augustagaragedoor.com

Divine Harmony for Skin & Soul
Natural Body Care • Essential Oils

Crystals • Plants • More
www.PurplePrairie.com

i iContact Gary Stang to place an ad today! 
gstang@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5838

Clearwater     (320)558-3333
TriCountyLumber.com

Healthy Shakes And Tea + Healthy Energy Drinks
(320) 558-1102           www.morgannicka.goherbalife.com

Open: M-F 7am-6pm Sat - 8am-3pm Sun - 10am-2pm

Follow us on

Winter Shoreline Work • Paver Patio 
Outdoor Living • Landscaping • Decks & Pergolas

(320) 558-4445 • www.jklandscape.com


