
St. Raphael Catholic Church         
5779 Seville Rd, Duluth, MN 55811 
Office Phone     (218) 729-7537 
Fax              (218) 729-8122 
Rectory Phone  (218) 729-5546 
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—12 Noon,  
                Monday—Friday 

St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church  
Location: 2 Sixth Ave, Proctor, MN  
Mailing address: 5779 Seville Rd 
  Duluth, MN  55811 
Phone (218) 624-0007, Fax (218) 624-1462                        
Office Hours:  

Parish Staff  
Pastor: Fr. James Bissonette—  729-7537 
raphaelchurch@yahoo.com 

Deacon: Thomas Kubat  —       624-5280   
kubyone@att.net 

Deacon: Carl Provost  —           624-4400   
deaconprovost@gmail.com 

Deacon: Paul Sever —             729-7767 
psever1542@gmail.com 

St. Raphael Director of Religious Education: 
Kathy Ellingson —         (218) 260-6043 
straphaelyouthprek.5@gmail.com 

St. Rose Director of Religious Education:  
Suzanne Lott —                 (218) 349-3498 
Suzanne.Lott@duluthcatholic.org 

St. Raphael & St. Rose Secretary:  
Marci Golen  —       729-7537 / 624-0007                                
marci.golen@duluthcatholic.org 

St. Raphael & St. Rose Bookkeeper:  
Suzanne Lott —       729-7537 / 624-0007 
Suzanne.Lott@duluthcatholic.org 

St. Raphael Music Director: 
Annette Merritt—           729-7537 
annette.merritt@duluthcatholic.org  

St. Rose Music Director: 
Maureen Breemeersch—           624-0007 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday        5:00 p.m.  St. Raphael    
Sunday          8:00 a.m. St. Rose                          
         10:30 a.m. St. Raphael 
Tuesday        8:00 a.m. St. Raphael 
Wednesday   8:00 a.m. St. Raphael 
Thursday      8:30 a.m. St. Rose 
Friday           8:30 a.m. St. Rose 
1st Saturday  8:30 a.m. St. Rose 
 

Reconciliation 
Saturday       4:00 - 4:30 p.m.      St. Raphael 
Sunday        7:30 - 7:50 a.m.       St. Rose 

Eucharistic Adoration 
~Holy Hour—Wednesdays after the 8:00 
AM Mass at St. Raphael 
~Adoration—Fridays at St. Rose, 9:00 
AM— 8:00 AM on Saturday 
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St. Raphael 
Adult Envelopes………..……..$2,287.00 
Adult Electronic Giving………..$724.01 
Plate…………………….…..…...…......$8.00 
Total                      $3,019.01 
 
UCA Envelopes…..…..…………..$30.00 
UCA Electronic Giving………….$58.29 

 
St. Rose 
Adult Envelopes………..………$1,797.00 
Adult Electronic Giving…….....$254.22 
Plate…………………….…..……….…..$81.00 
Total                       $2,132.22 
 
UCA 2020……………..……….……..$170.00 
UCA Electronic Giving…………....$96.05 

PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 

2020 United Catholic Appeal 

ST. RAPHAEL 
2020 Assessment…………..$34,384.98 
Total Collected to Date….$25,253.90 
Amount to goal.……………...$9,131.08 
 
ST. ROSE OF LIMA 
2020 Assessment………...…$23,960.31 
Total Collected to Date…..$12,162.39  
Amount to goal……………...$11,797.92 
 
Donations may be given directly to the 
parishes, by mail, through electronic 
giving, and in the collection baskets at 
Mass, when possible.   

E-giving links can be found on the  
parish website.  The direct links for 
electronic giving are: 
St. Raphael:  engage.suran.com/
straphael/s/give/new-gift  
St. Rose: engage.suran.com/strose/
s/give/new-gi!  

Join us for the final installment of the TV 
series, The Chosen, Thursday, August 27th 
at 8:00 p.m. on the lawn at St. Raphael.   
 

Bring a lawn chair or blanket to sit on. Pop 
and popcorn will be served. We will watch 
two episodes. In case of rain, we will    

postpone the episodes un#l Thursday, September 3rd. A cancella#on no#ce will 
be posted on the website by 4:00 PM on the Thursday of the showing. Any 
ques#ons, call Deacon Carl at 624-4400 or the parish office. 
 

The Chosen is the first mul#-season series about the life of Christ and  portrays 
Jesus "through the eyes of those who met him".    
 

**Parental Advisory.** This show is be'er suited for audiences 12 and older. 
The first episode can be viewed online for those that would like to preview the   
series. Search on youtube or go to  www.youtube.com/watch?v=craeyJdrCsE  

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK  

To stand in the presence of God is to stand in the presence 
of incomprehensible mystery. We are people of proofs and 
facts. With good reason, we are becoming more doubtful 
of what presents itself to us, as technology makes it easy to 
fabricate false images and distort what is actually true. 

What we think is real actually may not be. We become skeptical. Does this       
skepticism affect our relationship with God? To have faith in God means that we 
must be willing to trust in the absence of full knowledge. To know the mind of God 
means we would know God himself, and that is impossible. To acknowledge Jesus 
as the Christ means we acknowledge that the reality and presence of an incarnate 
God has a fundamental claim on who we are. When we name this truth, we         
participate in a depth of knowledge that stretches us far beyond the scope of our 
minds. It brings us to silence, which is the only way to touch our soul. 

CONGRATULATIONS to our students who are making their First Communion 
and Confirma#on sacraments this weekend! 
 

THANK YOU to all who have helped to keep our parishes  
going these past few months. Thank you for suppor#ng your 
parish through prayer, contribu#ons and volunteering! 



GOSPEL MEDITATION 
 

The only way to know God is to love 
God. Our minds will never fully grasp 
the mystery of God, but our hearts and 
souls can learn to love the mystery. 
Years ago, when life had a more      
innocent quality to it, we believed what 
we were told or witnessed, unless there 
was direct evidence otherwise. This 
was especially true if the information 
came from someone in authority. In a 
sense, we were a bit more gullible on 
one hand but also more trusting on the 
other. The latter is an admirable    
quality that sadly can be eroded when 
we realize we have been duped. With 
education and technological advances, 
we find ourselves more skeptical and 
less likely to too quickly accept and 
believe what we see and hear. 
 

For all of the good that social media 
can do, it can also easily distort reality 
and truth. Photoshop and a myriad 
other technological truths can add to, 
fabricate, and make even the            
non-existent seem real. It is amazing.  

 

How far do we allow this obviously 
justifiable skepticism to take us?    
Questioning and doubting are healthy 
elements of any good relationship as 
long as we don’t allow them to turn us 
away from a deeper experience of love 
and encounter. If we cannot get our 
minds around something or empirically 
justify or prove it, we tend to declare it 
a hoax, untrue, or unauthentic and 
walk away. The very same trust that 
can quickly be eroded is exactly what is 
essential for all of our relationships, 
especially our relationship with God. 
With all things and people that make a 
profound claim on us, we have to trust 
in the absence of knowledge. Full     
self-investment involves plunging  
completely into the unknown! 
 

Simon Peter said to Jesus, “You are 
the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” 
Peter came to this knowledge, which is 
not “head knowledge” because of the 
relationship he shared with Jesus and 
what God was able to reveal in and 
through that relationship. Peter simply  

 

“knew” because of love that this is who 
Jesus really is. The silent exchange of 
love between friends, and not an intel-
lectual exercise of the mind, brought 
Peter to this place. When we stop and 
think about it, there are many things in 
life that we simply know but do not 
completely understand. When some-
one sacrifices their own well-being for 
another, it may not make intellectual 
sense when examined. But it makes a 
world of sense when it is carried out. 
The vastness of reality and an encoun-
ter with incomprehensible mystery all 
lead us to profound silence where we 
simply know something to be true. 
Have you trusted enough to allow your 
relationship with God to bring you to 
this place or are you still too skeptical? 

Rose of Lima was Canonized in 1671 by 
Pope Clement and declared patroness of 
South America and the Philippines. She is 
greatly honored in both those countries as 
well as throughout the world. Many mira-
cles have been credited to her interces-
sion.  Her Feast Day is August 23rd. 

DIOCESAN NEWS 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION will be held at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the 
Rosary (2801 East Fourth Street, Duluth) each Tuesday from 3:00 to 7:00 
p.m.  Come and spend #me in the love and presence of the Lord.   
 

With the November 3rd general 
elec#on approaching, you can 
join in on the United States    

Conference of Catholic Bishops #CivilizeIt2020 campaign! As Catholics, we 
have a long tradi#on of engagement in the poli#cal process as a means of 
pu<ng our faith into ac#on. We are called to bring the best of ourselves 
and our faith to the public square—and yet today, many shy away from 
such involvement because our na#onal and local conversa#ons are filled 
with vitriol and harsh language, often directed at people themselves.   
 

When personal a'acks replace honest debate, no one wins. This kind of 
a'ack, no ma'er the reason, only serves to further divide our                
communi#es.  As Catholics, we must model a be'er way.  
 

Civilize It is about making room in your heart for those with whom you  
disagree. We are called to recognize that each one of us is a beloved child 
of God and to respond in love to that reality. Civilize It is a non-par#san call 
to focus on the dignity of all people, even when we disagree, and to put 
faith in ac#on by bearing witness to a be'er way forward.   
 

We invite you to join the Civilize It campaign by taking the pledge online at 
h ps://www.wearesaltandlight.org/civilize-it as a way to promote civility, 
love our neighbors, and build community.  



Readings for the week of August 23, 2020 
Sunday: Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8 [8bc]/Rom 
11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20 
Monday: Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18 [12]/
Jn 1:45-51 
Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13 
[13b]/Mt 23:23-26 
Wednesday: 2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5 [1]/
Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [1]/Mt 24:42
-51 
Friday: 1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11 [5]/Mt 25:1-
13 
Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-6ab, 15ab 
and 17 [cf. 15ab]/Mk 6:17-29 
Next Sunday: Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [2b]/
Rom 12:1-2/Mt 16:21-27 
 
Observances for the week of August 23, 2020 
Sunday: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: St. Bartholomew, Apostle 
Tuesday: St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest 
Wednesday: 
Thursday: St. Monica 
Friday: St. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
Saturday: The Passion of St. John the Baptist 
Next Sunday: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
 
 

Universal:  The Maritime World 
 

We pray for all those who work and live from the sea, 
among them sailors, fishermen and their families.  
 
 
Baptisms                                                                            
Baptism preparation class must be scheduled with the 
priest or deacon prior to Baptism. Contact the parish 
office at least 1 month in advance.                     
 

Weddings                                                                      
Contact the pastor at least 9 months prior to proposed 
date of wedding. Pre-marriage instruction is required. 
 

 
 
New Parishioners   
Welcome! Please register by calling St. Raphael parish 
office (218) 729-7537 or St. Rose rectory parish office 
(218) 624-0007, or take a registration form off the      
bulletin board at either church. Forms can be returned 
in the collection baskets or to the parish office. 

 
 
 

 
 

Mass Intentions —August 25—30 

Tuesday 8:00 a.m.—Deceased members of KC Council 
6791 — St. Raphael 
Wednesday 8:00 a.m.—VBishop Paul Sirba—St. Raphael 
Thursday 8:30 a.m.— VJohn Shovein— St. Rose 
Friday 8:30 a.m.— VDonald Plummer — St. Rose 
Saturday 5:00 p.m.—Pro Populo—St. Raphael  
Sunday 8:00 a.m.—VEstella Larson—St. Rose 
Sunday 10:30 a.m.— VJoe Kolojeski —St. Raphael 

WHY DO WE DO THAT?  
 
Question: Why are only men allowed to 
be priests or deacons in the Church?  
 

Answer: One of the most debated and — in some  
circles — contentious teachings of the Church is that 
only men can be ordained as priests and deacons. Critics 
see it as a way of strengthening a patriarchal system in 
which women have little or no voice. Those who support 
this teaching look to New Testament teaching (where we 
read of Jesus choosing only men to be apostles) and the 
long-standing practice of the Church. This was certainly 
the perspective of St. John Paul II who, in his 1994     
apostolic letter, Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, closed the discus-
sion on the possibility of ordaining women as priests. 
 

In the letter, he reflected on the dignity of women and 
their call to share in the life and mission of the Church, 
but he concluded by solemnly declaring that “the Church 
has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination 
on women and that this judgement is to be definitely 
held by all the Church’s faithful” (no. 4). 
 

This position has been upheld by Pope Francis in      
interviews, most notably as he returned from his 2016 
visit to Sweden. 
 

The ordination of women to the diaconate is another 
question and one which is being studied. In 2016, Pope 
Francis created a 12-member commission to study the 
question from several perspectives (theological,         
liturgical, historical, etc.). The commission issued an 
initial report for Pope Francis who later said that the 
commission had not yet produced a “definite response” 
to the question because of a lack of agreement on the 
role of female deacons in the Early Church. 
 

For now, however, regardless of what changes might 
come from ongoing study and debate, the Church      
continues to reserve ordination to the diaconate to men 
only, recognizing a vital link between the diaconate and 
the priesthood and the lack of certainty about the presence 
and function of female deacons throughout history.  

Faith does not make things easy.  
It makes things possible. 
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Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

Horace Mann® 
Founded by Educators for Educators

Helping school employees with their
insurance and retirement needs.

Joe Kluenenberg
Kluenenberg Insurance Services ....624-2815

Charters • Motor Coaches
3941 E. Calvary Rd.

(218) 724-1707
www.voyageurbus.com

The Pharmacy That’s All About Your Health®

Two Convenient Locations: 
1208 Cloquet Ave 879-4547
419 Skyline Blvd. 879-1501

Rolf B. Flaig, Agent 
1315 W Arrowhead Road 
Duluth, MN 55811 
218-724-7988 
rolf.flaig.lckh@statefarm.com
The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

Commercial & Industrial
Carpeting, Resilient Flooring & Ceramic Tile

Robert Pasek, Owner
537 Garfield Ave. • Duluth, MN 55802
218-723-4056 • Fax: 218-723-4058

pasek@contracttileduluth.com
www.contracttileandcarpet.com

ROOFING • SIDING • INSULATION

• CHIMNEY  WORK

(218) 525-1293

ADDITIONS • REMODELING

 
www.barkersislandinn.com

715-392-7152715-392-7152
300 Marina Drive Superior, WI

Please bring in this ad for   

15% OFF. 
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR OFFERS.

Serving 
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner 

7 days a week.

LTC PRESCRIPTION
PROVIDERSFree Prescription Delivery

Serving Foster Care & Assisted Living Homes 
in Duluth & The Surrounding Areas

Most Major Insurance & Medical Assistance
Prescription Plans Accepted

American 
Greeting Cards  
& Gift Department

Store Hours:
9:00 to 5:30 Mon-Fri
Sat 9-1 • Sun Noon-1

628-9368
220 Third Avenue
Proctor, MN 55810

For Fresher Flowers
   Call

           Florist & Greenhouse
1-800-242-0471
628-1091   6616 Cody St.

Michelle Maki - Parishioner
Independent Beauty Consultant

Cell: 218-391-4951 • Home: 218-729-4951
michellemaki@marykay.com

www.marykay.com/michellemaki

Evergreen Knoll
Assisted Living Apartments 

Evergreen Cottages
Terri Langevin 

Director of Resident Services

1309 14th Street 878-3302

1011 Scanlon Way, Cloquet 
fureverlovedpetcremation.com

218.879.0133

Making Lawns Beautiful 
Since 1981 

“YOU’LL SEE THE DIFFERENCE”

EVERGREEN LAWN SERVICE
Lawn Fertilizing & Weed Control • Locally Owned

Your Lawn will make the neigbors Green with envy!

525-4066 evergreenlawnservice.com

David M. Haugen, D.D.S.

Phone: 218.722.0823 
2860 Piedmont Ave. 
Duluth, MN 55811

piedmontheightsdental.com

In the Benedictine tradition, 
YOUR HEALTH IS OUR CALLING.

St. Mary’s Medical Center

AIRPORT ANIMAL 
HOSPITAL

Wellness, medical, surgical,& dental 
care for all of your beloved pets
Paul Fitzgerald DVM 

218-727-0128 
aahduluth.com | 4259 Haines Rd

Gas • Groceries • Ice • Pop 
Service with a friendly smile!

B & B Market 
Quality Meats

On Top of Big Lake Hill 
Cloquet, MN

John & Kim Lind 
Owner/Operators

(218) 879-3555


