
St. Pius X Parish Mission Statement 

�� We are called to continue the mission of Jesus. 

�� As a people we are called by virtue of our Baptism to minister to one another 

and to the world. 

�� As a parish we strive to form a loving community through ongoing for-

mation, hospitality, worship and justice. 

PARISH OFFICE 

Hours……………Mon.-Fri. 9:00 am-5:00 pm 

Phone ... ………………………(913) 432-4808 

Website…………………www.spxmission.org 

Email………………spxchurch@archkckcs.org 

Rectory ..... ……………………(913) 432-4855 

Maintenance help …spxmaintenance@gmail.com 

 

PASTORAL TEAM 

Pastor, Fr. Ken Kelly 

Office Coordinator, Lou Anne Wagner 

Maintenance Manager, Patrick Barron 

Director of Music, Mary Jo Mahoney 

DRE, Kathy O’Bryan 

RCIA Director, Beth Vance 

Accountant, Joe Stumpff 

Parish Council Chair, Neal Dunker 

Finance Council Chair, Mark Dodd 

 

6915 W. 71st Street, Overland Park, KS 66204 

Phone ......................................... (913)432-6350 

Fax .............................................. (913)432-5081 

Website ................... www.johnpaul2opks.com 

 

SCHOOL STAFF 

School Principal, Jenny Yankovich 

Administrative Assistant, Carissa Handzel 

Secretary, Cheryl Moran 

Pre-School/Childcare Director, Donna Hogue 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday 4:30 pm  

Sunday 8:30 am & 11:00 am  

Must wear a mask. Social distancing. 

Holyday: 8:15 am & 7:00 pm 

 

ROSARY: Tuesday-Friday, 7:45 am  

Saturday 3:30-4:15 pm or anytime by appointment. 

 

BAPTISM: Call parish office regarding the Baptismal 

program. 

Find our bulletin on-line 

parishesonline.com/find/st-pius-x-church-66202 

or go to our parish website, 

www.spxmission.org 

NOVEMBER 28, 2021 

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 



STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

DECEMBER 4-5, 2021 

2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Lectors 

 4:30 PM EJ Gardner DiGiorgio 

 8:30 AM Kathy O’Bryan 

 11:00 AM Zach Setzkorn 

Altar Servers 

 4:30 PM Acolytes 

 8:30 AM Jack & Charlie Dunker 

 11:00 AM Jack & Wyatt Owen 

Eucharistic Ministers 

 4:30 PM              Randy Vance, Donna Carril, Theresa Jackson, Patty 

   Gillard 

 8:30 AM Mary Finocchario, Kathy Lockard, Richard Mitchell, 

   Janice Montgomery  

 11:00 AM bob Cushing, Karin Capron, Steve Abels, Marcia 

   Fairclough 

Hospitality Ministers 

 4:30 PM Darryl & Cindy Frink 

 8:30 AM Sheila Egan, Joan Sheahan 

 11:00 AM Tim & Anne Hannon 

Cantors 

 4:30 PM EJ Gardner DiGiorgio 

 8:30 AM Steve Schamle 

 11:00 AM Lou Anne Wagner 

MASS INTENTIONS NOVEMBER 28-DECEMBER 5, 2021 

Saturday, November 27, 2021 

 4:30 PM Marie Vaughn/Family  

Sunday, November 28, 2021 First Sunday of Advent 

 8:30 AM Wayne DeMott/SPX 

 11:00 AM Fr. Pete O’Sullivan/SPX 

Tuesday, November 30, 2021  

 8:15 AM Linda Hopsinger/Riedel 

Wednesday, December 1, 2021 

    8:15 AM Isabelle Morgan (12/1/2002)/SPX 

Thursday, December 2, 2021 

 8:15 AM Jack Armstrong (12/2/1985)/SPX 

Friday, December 3, 2021 

 8:15 AM Mary Link (11/30/2012)/SPX 

Saturday, December 4, 2021 

 4:30 PM Frances & Dennis Slyker/Family  

Sunday, December 5, 2021 Second Sunday of Advent 

 8:30 AM Jim Leiker/Riedel 

 11:00 AM Evelyn Clark (12/6/2002)/SPX 

SAINT OF THE WEEK~EXAMPLES OF OUR FAITH 

St. John Damascene | Feast Day December 4 
 

St. John Damascene (676 -749) was the son of the chief of the reve-

nue department in the city of Damascus. Through his father, he re-

ceived a classical and theological education and attempted to follow 

in his footsteps by serving in a government position. However, the 

Lord was calling him to a different life, and a few years later he re-

signed from his position and went to the Monastery of St. Sabas, 

where he wrote books and composed hymns along with his adopted 

brother, Cosmas.  

 

St. John Damascene is best known for his writings against the icono-

clasts, who opposed the veneration of images; his treatise, Exposi-

tion of the Orthodox Faith, a summary of the Greek Fathers; and his 

work as a poet, one of the two greatest of the Eastern Church. His 

devotion to the Blessed Mother and his sermons on her feasts are 

well known. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of St. John Damascene 

God, my God, unextinguishable and invisible fire, You make Your angels flaming 

fire. Out of Your inexpressible love You have given me Your divine Flesh as food, 

and through this communion of Your immaculate Body and precious Blood You 

receive me as a partaker of Your divinity. 

Permeate all my body and soul, all my bones and sinews. Consume my sins in 

fire. Enlighten my soul and illumine my mind. Sanctify my body and make Your 

abode in me together with Your blessed Father and all-holy Spirit, that I may 

always abide in You, through the intercession of Your immaculate Mother and 

all Your saints. 

Amen. 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE: 2021-22  

    11/14/2021  Year-to-Date 

Offertory    $ 45,567  $ 170,455 

EVERY DAY STEWARDSHIP 

Preparing the Manger 

Where do you fall in the “Christmas-songs-in-November” debate — do 

you like them, tolerate them, or outright hate them? There’s no theologi-

cal problem with Christmas songs in November outside of worship, even 

if it’s not everyone’s cup of tea. But there is a problem with getting so 

caught up in the baggage of the season — the trimmings, the gifts, the 

celebrations, all of which are marvelous in their own way — that you 

forget to prepare the manger. 

 

Every good Catholic knows that Lent is a penitential season. It’s hard to 

miss that point — Lent doesn’t even have any fun songs you can groove 

to on the radio. We are pretty good at recognizing that Lent calls us to 

examine ourselves. To deny ourselves. To give of ourselves. And most of 

all, Lent calls us to prepare, as a good steward does, for the return of our 

master. 

 

It’s harder for us to remember that with Advent, but Advent is just as 

much of an opportunity for penance, preparation, and reconciliation to 

God — and just as much reason, too. The very name of the season — 

“advent” — encourages us to focus on what is coming, not what is al-

ready here. Be on guard, the readings tell us today, “so that your hearts 

are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries 

of this life, and (the coming of the Lord) catch you unexpectedly, like a 

trap.” 

 

So let us not forget — our master’s advent is upon us. And let us ask 

ourselves: how can we prepare the manger? — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 



WOMEN’S CLUB NUT SALE 

We have a new order form from which you can preorder and 

prepay as before but without the discount. The wooden boxes 

will remain in both gathering spaces through the first week-

end of December. You can also find the new order form 

online at spxmission.org. We will be selling nuts in the main 

gathering space December 11 &12 and 18 & 19.  

If you have any questions please call: 

Janice 913-219-6737; Marci 913-579-1929; 

Sheila 913-722-0957/913-620-7105; Joan 913-722-0099 

 

WOMEN’S CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Women’s Club Exec will be hosting a Christmas Party for all 

the ladies of St. Pius X on Friday, December 17 at 7pm in the 

Glowacki Room. This is a change from what has been an-

nounced after masses. During the Christmas Party we will be 

having a wine tasting event. To participate, you will need to 

bring two of the SAME bottles of wine. One bottle will be for 

tasting and the other bottle will be part of the White Elephant 

Gift Exchange. You do not have to participate in the wine tast-

ing/gift exchange to be able to come to the Christmas Party. 

Women’s Club will be providing drinks and light appetizers. 

Please RSVP by Monday, December 13th, so that we can make 

sure we have enough food. You can RSVP to Marisa Snook 

913-244-5732 or marisa.r.snook@gmail.com. 

 

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY UPDATE 

Well, portraits have been taken. If you missed out portrait 

weekend, you can call Phil Parrino, 816-501-8652 and he can 

schedule you at a near by church for your portrait. We had 

100 folks show up to have their picture taken. If you didn’t 

sign up for your picture but would like your own copy of the 

directory, we can arrange that for you. Just call the parish of-

fice. Cost of directory is $10. 

 

OPEN SEATS ON THE PARISH COUNCIL 

We are seeking members of the St. Pius X community who are 

interested in joining our Parish Council. If you would like to 

learn more or have questions, e-mail Neal Dunker at  

ndunker@gmail.com. 

CATHOLIC CAREER ROUNTABLE JOB CLUB 

We are forever grateful for your support for the Catholic Ca-

reer Roundtable Job Club (CCR). Since our last update, two 

more of CCR's job seekers have secured gainful employment. 

(13 total for 2021). 

The CCR job club meets Saturdays 

Good Shepherd Parish 

12800 W 75th 

Shawnee, Kansas 

Formal Meeting 8:30 AM - 9:30 AM 

Networking 9:30 AM - 10:00 AM 

 

ATTENTION LADIES OF THE PARISH 

Are you new to the parish and looking for ways to become 

involved or to make new friends? Or have you been a member 

here for a while and are now considering joining a circle? We 

have several circles here at St. Pius. If you’d like to learn more, 

please contact the parish office to learn more. 

 

UPDATED DIRECTORY INFORMATION 

Anna Vock 

Bickford at Mission Springs 

5350 W. 61st Pl. Apt. 103 

Mission, KS 66205 

913-432-7011 
 

Pat and Charlie Rogers 

7300 W. 107th St. Apt. 301 

Overland Park, KS 66212 

Charlie 913-596-8797 

Pat 913-954-8778 
 

Dana Timms (moved to CT to be near daughter and family) 

105 Georgia St. 

Groton, CT 06340 
 

Kevin Smith Phone # 913-620-2583 (not unlisted) 

 

HELP VILLA ST. FRANCIS FILL THE GAP 

The Villa’s Giving Tuesday campaign begins on November 

30th. Today we want to tell you why this campaign is so im-

portant to Villa St. Francis. Many of the services we provide for 

our residents are reimbursable through insurance providers. 

However, a portion each month falls on us to cover. This is 

called "the gap." It is the gap that we are fund raising to cover. 

The gap is the best stuff. It is birthday parties, mother's and 

father's day celebrations, and weekly bingo prizes. It might 

seem small, but it adds up. Our goal is to raise $12,000. We 

can't do it without your help. Will you prayerfully consider 

making a generous donation when our campaign launches on 

Giving Tuesday?  

Please visit https://villasf.org/deck-the-halls/ 

 

QHR GREEN TEAM PRESENTS 

Laudato SI: On Care for Our Common Home 

Fr. Harry Schneider will lead a four part series exploring Pope 

Francis’ encyclical. Join us on Tuesday evenings during Advent 

at 7:00 PM in the church.  

For more information, contact Jim or Melinda Borelli: 

913-909-3544 or email jimtborelli@gmail.com 

HERE’S WHAT’S HAPPENING! 

FOOD KITCHEN MINISTRY 

   Dec 2nd , is our monthly Food Kitchen ministry and as al-

ways we can really use your help to make it a success.  Please 

sign up to bring Sloppy Joe meat (recipe and meat provided), 

boxes of scallop potato, and/or cookies. If you can’t/forget to 

signup after mass, please let Ann Marie know if you are plan-

ning on providing something.  

   We welcome anyone who can help us serve this delicious 

meal to the homeless and others in need. (The St. Mary’s 

board and legal team have requested that at this time, chil-

dren must be 13 years of age to help serve a meal.  Hopefully 

this will change in time.)  We gather at the East Vestibule at 9 

AM on Thursday morning and return approximately by 12:30 

PM.  It means so much to the people we serve to have a hot 

meal.  What better way to honor Jesus’ word “When I was hun-

gry you fed me.” Thanks for all your help in making this min-

istry a success.  



Readings for the week of November 28, 2021 

Sunday: Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12-4:2/Ps 25:4-5, 8-10, 14/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36  

Monday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-9/Mt 8:5-11 

Tuesday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8- 11/Mt 4:18-22 

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-6/Mt 15:29-37 

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a/Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-6/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 

Next Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-6/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 

 

Observances for the week of November 28, 2021 

Sunday: 1st Sunday of Advent 

Tuesday: St. Andrew, Apostle   

Friday: St. Francis Xavier, Priest  

Saturday: St. John Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the Church  

Next Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Advent 

PLANNED GIVING BRIEF:  

TWO THINGS TO KNOW BEFORE CHRISTMAS 

1. Will you be 72 years of age sometime this year? U.S. tax 

law requires you to take a minimum distribution from 

your IRA. If you do not need your required distribution, 

we invite you to have your IRA account administrator 

write the check directly  to the parish so you can avoid 

paying the tax on the distribution. Your check must be 

cashed by the charity by December 31st. 

2. The CARES Act passed in 2020 included several charitable 

tax provisions to encourage giving. These provisions 

were extended by Congress for 2021 tax filing, offering a 

deduction for charitable donors who do not itemize when 

filing their tax returns to reduce your tax liability; $300 

for singles and up to $600 for joint filers and an increase 

in the deduction limit up to 100% of a donor’s annual in-

come for cash gifts (previously capped at 60% of annual 

income.) (Not intended as financial advice. Consult your 

financial advisor for more ways to give relevant to your 

situation.) 

GOSPEL MEDITATION- 

ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

November 28, 2021~First Sunday of Advent 
 

Staying awake can often be a challenge, especially when we are exhaust-

ed. Life’s demands have a way of zapping every last bit of energy out of 

us. When we are tired it affects us not only physically, but psychologically 

and spiritually as well. All of our senses are dulled and diminished. We 

can overlook details, become disinterested, lethargic and apathetic, and 

detached. Getting sufficient physical rest only helps so much. We need to 

be rejuvenated, refreshed, and reenergized in other ways. If we are psy-

chologically exhausted, we need to understand what is draining our 

emotions and taxing our relationships. If we are spiritually tired, we need 

to find the necessary “shot in the arm” to put us back in touch with God. 

Unfortunately, exhaustion is seldom limited to just one part of who we 

are. When we lack energy and zeal it is usually the case that everything 

suffers. We not only are affected physically, but psychologically and spir-

itually as well. In short, when we run out of gas the engine stops. 

 

And yet, our Lord’s directive is clear, “Be vigilant at all times.” Even Jesus 

knew what “the anxieties of daily life” can do to us. One day pours into 

another and time quickly flies by. Any one of us can take a moment and 

reflect on how many wonderful, creative opportunities we miss because 

there is always so much “stuff” to do and so little time to do it. Usually 

these are missed moments of love, and if we are missing love encoun-

ters we are also missing God. Sleepwalking through life, we check the 

boxes next to our list of “must and have to dos” and justify it all by con-

vincing ourselves that tomorrow is another day and there’ll be more 

time. It may surprise us, but tomorrow is here, and time is running out. 

While we may like to believe that we have an “eternity” of time to do all 

those things that require the focus, energy, and desire we do not cur-

rently have, we don’t. We’re on a limited ride and time is short. 

 

Jesus is also clear on another point. “That day [will] catch you by surprise 

like a trap.” If we are going to be judged on love and so easily justify not 

having all that much time to do so, then it seems we must shift focus a 

bit. St. Teresa of Calcutta tells us, “We desire to be able to welcome Jesus 

at Christmas-time, not in a cold manger of our heart, but in a heart full of 

love and humility, a heart so pure, so immaculate, so warm with love for 

one another.” Getting to this place doesn’t “just happen.” It requires vigi-

lance and discipline both with a knowledge of what is really of im-

portance and what really needs to be the focus of our energy and time. 

Pray, starting now and not tomorrow, that we can stay alert, be strength-

ened in our faith, and prepared for whatever will come. Don’t miss an-

other opportunity to love.   



JP II NEWS 

JPII and AmazonSmile 

Are you shopping online for Christmas gifts this year?  Did you know 

that JPII is listed as a charitable organization with AmazonSmile?  This 

means, when you buy through AmazonSmile, we will receive a por-

tion of the purchase! Check out our website for more information!  

https://johnpaul2opks.com/ways-to-give 

Upcoming Events 

 

12/3/2021 

8:15 AM All School Mass-QHR 

12/6/2021 

SPIRIT DAY! 

12/8/2021 

8:15 am All School Mass-QHR 

12/14/2021 

CAN DAY 

12/15/2021 

6:30 PM Christmas Program-Gym 

12/16/2021 End of 2nd Quarter 

NOON Dismissal 

12/17/2021-1/4/2022 

Christmas Break 

12/24/2021 & 12/21/2021 

Child Care Closed 

 

Classes for children in grades K-7 have begun.  To join clas-

ses, call Kathy at 913-709-1717 or drop an email to kath-

leen@obryan.net and give us the names and grades of your 

children, then bring them to class on Sundays 9:30-10:45am 

in the school wing. 

Sharing the Gospel 

One day Jesus will come back to take us home to live with him 

in heaven. So when scary things happen around us, we do not 

need to be afraid. We can stand up tall, because we know 

heaven will be so much better than this world. 
 

Prayer 

Dear God, when I am afraid, help me to be brave and trust in 

you. I know heaven will be wonderful. 
 

Something to Draw 

Draw a picture of Jesus coming back in the clouds, ready to 

take you to heaven. 
 

Mission for the Week 

Write down one thing that scares you. Tell God about it, and 

ask him to help you  

To be brave. 

GROWING WITH THE GOSPEL 

ST. PIUS X SOR/SACRAMENTAL PREP 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPE 

 

Well, we're winding down last call for casseroles for the 

Christmas shop. Only five more days until we get to 

shop! Shopping hours are  

December 4, 9:00 AM-6:00 PM  

(Santa will be there on the 4th, 11:00 AM-1:00 PM!) 

December 5, 7:30 AM-2:00 PM 

Happy shopping!! 

“Strengthen your hearts, to be blameless in  

holiness before our God and Father at the coming 

of our Lord Jesus with all his holy ones.” 

 

(1 Thes 3:13) 



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Pius X, Mission, KS A 4C 02-0816

Honda Repair and Service

M-F 7:30 am - 5:30 pm

6900 Antioch • Merriam, KS

Dr. Daniel Bock Bishop Miege Grad.

913.385.2324 
4121 W. 83rd St. Ste. 200  • Prairie Village 

www.bockfamilydentistry.com

Bock Family 
Dentistry

10901 Johnson Drive 
Shawnee, KS 66203

913-631-5566 
www.AmosFamily.com

Funeral Home 
Crematory 

Memorial Chapels 
Pet Crematory

Knights
of

Columbus
All men of the Parish
are welcome to join!

STEPHANIE M. 
SMITH

Attorney & Counselor at Law

913-341-3778
Estate Planning • Wills • Trusts

8340 Mission Rd., Ste. 114
Prairie Village, KS 66206

Your Northern  
Johnson Co.  

Experts

Kaitlyn Carrington, Parishioner 
913.707.0960 
Kcarrington@movewithplatinum.com

Jenny Gibb, Parishioner 
913.707.1019

Mid America Mid America 
ContructionContruction

Interior remodeling including basements 
Roofing.  Exterior remodeling including 

siding, decks, room additions
,Steve Joens, Parishioner

913-522-3159913-522-3159

Contact James Bradley to place an ad today! 
jbradley@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2655

Used Parts - Remanufactured Parts 

U-Pull - Vehicle Sales - Vehicle Bids 

816-241-0500
www.midwayauto.com


