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Mass Schedule 

Weekday: 

      Tues-Fri………...8:30 am St. James 

Weekend: 

     Saturday….5:00 pm……..St. James 

     Sunday…….8:00 am…....Holy Family 

             10:00 am…...St. James 

 

 

Pastor 

 Fr. David Forsman…..763-227-7968 

               fatherforsman@gmail.com 

Deacons 

 Bill Stein…..……………..  218-927-3613 

                   Deaconbillstein@aol.com 

 Mike Eisenbraun……..  218-513-8119 

               m.eisenbraun@yahoo.com 

 Mike Barta……………....  218-232-0746  

               mjbarta@frontiernet.net 

 

 

 

Religious Education: 

   St. James 

Assistant Directors of Religious Education 

 Jr/Sr. High    Jeremy Justen… ................ 218-670-0165 

 Elementary  Jen Kinzer .......................... 218-839-0344 

                      Marie James ...................... 218-839-0680 

Email Address ……………..elementary@aitkincatholic.org 

 

 

 

Prayer Chain Requests 

Jan Burt (SJ)………… .................................... 218-927-3587 

Kathy Cummings (SJ) ................................ 218-927-6483 

Elaine Hill (SJ)……… .................................... 218-838-5982 

Carol Wiherski (SJ)…………………. ............... 218-927-6880 

Shirley Scollard (HF)……….. ........................ 218-839-0754 

 

 

 

Office and Mailing Address: 

Office:  218-927-6581 Fax:  218-927-6589  Email: aggie@aitkincatholic.org 

Mailing Address:  299 Red Oak Dr., Aitkin, MN 56431 

Welcome to the Parishes of  

St. James and Holy Family  

Catholic Churches 

And Our Lady of Fatima Chapel  

St. James Church 

299 Red Oak Dr. Aitkin 

Holy Family Church 

2 S Maddy St. McGregor 

Bulletin Submissions 

218-927-6581 or bulletin@aitkincatholic.org 

Deadline  - Mondays at 4:00 pm except when 

otherwise stated in the bulletin. 

Find the Bulletin anytime at: 

www.parishesonline.com 

www.aitkincatholic.org (SJ) 

www.mcgregorcatholicchurch.org (HF) 

T H E  E P I P H A N Y  O F  T H E  L O R D  

J A N U A R Y  2 ,  2 0 2 2  

Online opportunities 

St. James:   www.aitkincatholic.org 

Connect to St. James Church via Facebook 

 

Holy Family & Our Lady of Fatima Chapel  

www.mcgregorcatholicchurch.org 

Confessions 

 Sat: 10:00—10:45 am     St. James 

    4:00—4:45 pm     St. James 

 Sun:   7:15—7:45 am      Holy Family 

(or by appointment) 

Pray the Rosary 

SJ—Sat. 4:25 pm/Sun. 9:25 am/ 

Tues—Fri-8:05 am 

HF—Sundays 7:30 am 

OLOF—Sundays 9:30 am 
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A Message from Father David 

 

In years past the local Catholic Church has had a lot on its plate, much 

controversy and trial.  Namely, the sexual misconduct issues along with 

bankruptcy, also the untimely and very despairing nature of Bishop Paul 

Sirba’s death; and recently four (4) priests have taken a leave from active 

ministry.  One priest was a first cousin of mine, two are very good priest 

friends and one is my neighbor.  On the other hand, Fr. Ben has been getting 

more and more involved in sacramental ministry despite the physical 

limitations (from his strokes) and he remains for me a sign of a great and 

shining hope.  And then there is the Pandemic.  It has taken over so much 

power and influence in our families and within our community and nation.  It 

has become politicized and the media has made it a “play-thing” of sorts.  It 

makes me sad to think of how things were before the pandemic and where 

they are now.  Such a drastic change to our lives and to the world.  These 

past two years have been a different kind of Hell.  Not a fire and brimstone 

type, but an isolating, jail-cell (wondering when you’re going to get out) kind 

of hell; and you have one fly in your cell that you can’t kill and it bothers you 

when you stop thinking about it, kind of hell.  

 

This new year we have a new bishop, we have gotten past bankruptcy 

(legally), the other issues aforementioned loom a bit.  I know there is hope 

for the four priests to return (some much greater than others) and the 

Pandemic (well) it keeps changing on us and we are in the experimental 

phase of the shots and all, but the virus appears diminished in some ways 

(that’s my understanding - I’m not a doctor) so that is good news.  

 

It's amazing how conditioned we are by our circumstances.  We are really 

affected by our environment; it’s almost scary.  We can go from good mood 

or bad mood, bad mood to good mood in a split second.  This past deer 

hunting season I had to have spent 30+ hours in the woods and on fence-

lines looking at next-to-nothing.  Birds, trees, snow on the ground, a few red 

squirrels, barely a doe, never a buck until the last day the second to last hour 3:10pm.  The Vikings had just finished 

beating the Packers in our annual home Super Bowl and I was going to stretch my legs and glass the field behind me.  

A field I couldn’t see from this ground blind position.  “Boom” the only buck I’d seen in all that time, crazy and now 

I’m elated, I feel elation, and gratitude and even a little inordinate pride.  From this, a simple thing I waited for, I 

experience joy.  Really… wow. 

 

To wait for joy, to be surprised by it, is one thing, but to expect it - is a whole other thing.  That is where we need to 

be… to expect joy even while we wait for it to appear.  So often we can find reason to lose hope quickly, years 

without a bishop, Bankruptcy dragging on, Pandemic woes and times of priesthood desperation.  But then it appears, 

“Joy” and then something remarkable happens.  This great author puts it with genius. 

 

“All Joy reminds. It is never a possession, always a desire for something longer ago or further away or still 

about to be.” -C.S. Lewis 

 

You can spend a few minutes ruminating on this truth in your head.  

Pray about it and take this revelation into the New Year.  See about 

making 2022 a year of New Joy by expecting it. 

 

More to come… 

God bless and have a good week everyone!   Fr. David 

Fr. David’s  

Liturgical Schedule 

Sunday, Jan 2  

 7:15-7:45 am             Confessions (HF) 

  8:00 am             Mass (HF) 

 10:00 am             Mass (SJ) 

 

Tuesday, Jan 4 

 8:00 am         Angelus (SJ) 

 8:05 am           Rosary (SJ) 

 8:30 am             Mass (SJ) 

Wednesday, Jan 5 

 8:00 am         Angelus (SJ) 

 8:05 am           Rosary (SJ) 

 8:30 am             Mass (SJ) 

Thursday, Jan 6 

 8:00 am         Angelus (SJ) 

 8:05 am           Rosary (SJ) 

 8:30 am             Mass (SJ) 

 9:00 am      Exposition of Blessed 

      Sacrament (SJ) 

Friday, Jan 7 

 8:00 am         Angelus (SJ) 

 8:05 am           Rosary (SJ) 

 8:30 am             Mass (SJ) 

Saturday, Jan 8 

 10:00-10:45 am           Confessions (SJ) 

 4:00-4:45 pm   Confession (SJ) 

 5:00 pm             Mass (SJ) 

Sunday, Jan 9 

 7:15-7:45 am             Confessions (HF) 

  8:00 am             Mass (HF) 

 10:00 am             Mass (SJ) 

 

(HF)-Holy Family • (SJ)-Saint James 



Papal Intentions for the  

Month of January 

For true human fraternity:   

We pray for all those suffering from 

religious discrimination and persecution; may their own rights 

and dignity be recognized, which originate from being brothers 

and sisters in the human family. 

 

That Man is You 

The spring semester of That Man is 

You begins January 11th at 6:00 am 

with breakfast.  All men of the 

parishes are welcome to attend.  

New members are welcome!   

 

Keep Us in the Loop 

Have you switched totally from a land line to a cell phone?  

Remember to contact the church.  If we need to contact you, 

even for reasons you might not think of, we have no way to 

contact you without the number.  Thanks. 

 

IRA Gifts 

Because of the change in tax laws, some have chosen to make 

“Qualified Charitable Distributions” directly to the church from 

their IRAs.  These contributions come directly from the financial 

institutions and many do not include the donor’s name.  If you 

are planning to make such a donation, please consider asking 

the financial institution to include your name on the 

distribution.  Thank you for your generosity. 

 

Restored Retreat for Adults�

All adults, 21 and older, are invited to come to 

the diocesan Restored retreat! Come be 

restored in both body and soul. Enjoy good 

food, time with others in good community, 

thought-provoking talks, time for relaxation, 

and an opportunity for Adoration, Mass, and 

Confession. The retreat will be taking place 

January 21 - 23 at Sugar Lake Lodge near 

Grand Rapids. The link to register and more 

information can be found at 

www.dioceseduluth.org/Restored. Spots are 

very limited due to COVID, so register today! 

 

Hurting after abortion?  You are not alone.  The Duluth 

Diocese is here to help you heal through our post abortion 

ministry, Project Rachel.  This ministry offers a confidential 

helpline for you to speak with someone about your experience.  

A person willing to listen who has been specially trained to help 

you sort through unresolved feelings and conflict is just a 

confidential call away at 218-421-7110. Move beyond the pain, 

call today. 

January 2, 2022 

Sun:   Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 

 [cf.11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12    

Mon: 1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a/ 

 Mt 4:12-17, 23-25  

Tues: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8/Mk 6:34-44  

Wed: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13/ 

 Mk 6:45-52  

Thurs: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 

 17/Lk 4:14-22a  

Fri: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/

 Lk 5:12-16 

Sat: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and 

 9b/Jn 3:22-30 

Next Sunday:  Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3,  

 9-10 [11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Lk 3:15-16,  

 21-22 or, Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 

 24-25, 27-28, 29-30 [1]/Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/

 Lk 3:15-16, 21-22  

Next Sunday:  The Baptism of the Lord 

 

© Liturgical Publications Inc 

All Parish News 

Stewardship Report 
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Attendance ....................................................... 296 

Weekly Goal ................................................. $5,635 

Received 12/19/2021 ............................... $5,638 

Fiscal Year to date goal ........................... $140,880 

Fiscal Year to date received ................... $158,602 

UCA 2021 Assessment ....................... $54,410.44 

UCA 2021 Pledged/Received ............. $50,585.00 
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Attendance ..................................................... …..73 

Weekly Goal ................................................. $1,523 

Received 12/19/2021 ............................... $2,154 

Fiscal Year to date goal ............................. $38,077 

Fiscal Year to date received ..................... $53,588 

UCA 2021 Assessment ....................... $14,134.36 

UCA 2021 Pledged/Received ............. $10,114.00 
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Attendance 12/8/2021.................................. ….16 

Weekly Goal. ....................................................$156 

Received 12/8/2021 .....................................$321 

Fiscal Year to date goal ............................... $3,894 

Fiscal Year to date received ....................... $4,449 

UCA 2021 Assessment .......................... $1,212.22 

UCA 2021 Pledged/Received ................ $1,287.41 

                              (Excess will be applied to 2022) 

�
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Ushers Needed!!!! 

We are in NEED of ushers, especially for Saturday  

5 p.m. Mass.  If you would be willing to help, please 

contact the church office, 218-927-6581.   

 

Shop AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), 

and enter St. James Church Aitkin MN as 

your charitable organization of choice and 

the AmazonSmile Foundation will 

donate .5% of the price of purchases to our parish.  You 

can be earning FREE money for our church at no extra 

cost to you!   

 

Adoration on Thursdays 

All are welcome to come to adoration on Thursdays at 

St. James (available 9 am until 8 pm).  Stay for an hour 

or a couple minutes.  You don’t have to be scheduled to 

come and spend some time with the Lord. 

Our Lady of Fatima 

102 S Highway 65 McGrath 

St. James 

299 Red Oak Drive, Aitkin 

Holy Family 

2 S Maddy Street, McGregor 

Adoration / Holy Hour / Benediction 

Anyone is welcome to visit the Lord in 

the presence of the Blessed 

Sacrament on Thursdays between 

9:30 am and 6 pm with benediction 

beginning at 5:50 pm.  If willing to be 

on a substitute list, please call or text 

Andrea at 763-360-2058. 

 

Fellowship and Treats 

Come and join us for fellowship and treats after Sunday 

Mass.  Get to know your parish community and meet 

your neighbors.  Volunteers are needed to bring treats.  

There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex or talk to Deacon 

Mike or Julie.  Thanks!�

OLOF Chapel Mass Schedule 

The Rosary will be prayed a half hour before Mass.  

Please note this schedule is subject to change based on 

Fr. Solors’ availability. 

Sunday, January 2 at 10:00 am 

Sunday, January 9 at 10:00 am 
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From Tammy Novak 

 

   Malachi Novak was born prematurely (23 weeks) 

on Sept. 24, 2021.  He weighed just a little over a 

pound and was barely a foot long.  His parents 

(Isaac & Allie Novak) and grandparents (Bernie & 

Tammy Novak) are asking for prayers and have set 

up a caring bridge site in his name.  Their journey 

has been a long and at times stressful one.  Many 

over-night stays at the Ronald McDonald house as 

well as trips back and forth to Children’s hospital 

has been the new norm for this family.  Malachi has 

undergone surgery to repair a hole in his heart and 

has battled 2 infections which almost took his life.  

By the Grace of God he is still alive.  He now weighs 

4 lbs. 3 oz and is 13 inches long. 

 

   Just recently Malachi’s breathing tube was 

removed and his cry was heard for the first time by 

his parents and grandparents.  Not a dry eye was in 

the room when this happened.  He is now breathing 

with the assistance of continuous positive airway 

pressure.  His latest brain scan came back normal 

and his eyes are maturing.  They are asking for 

prayers to help keep the breathing tube out, and for 

continued growth and development of his body, 

lungs, brain and eyes.  They are hopeful that Malachi 

will be able to come home sometime in the next 

month or two, barring any unforeseen complications. 

 

   Needless to say, the costs incurred by this young 

family are phenomenal.  Donations of any amount 

would be appreciated.  Please drop off your donation 

to Aggie in the parish office or place in an envelope 

with Malachi’s name on it and simply drop it in the 

offertory basket in the upcoming weeks.  If 

donations are not something you can handle at this 

time, then please pray for Malachi and his entire 

family. 

 

   Thank you and God Bless You! 
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Tuesday, January 4 

  8:30 am                           Gerald Wiener (SJ) 

Wednesday, January 5 

  8:30 am                             Shirley Bryant (SJ) 

Thursday, January 6 

  8:30 am                           Magee Family (SJ) 

Friday, January 7 

  8:30 am                           John Wickham (SJ) 

Saturday, January 8 

  5:00 pm                     Dawson Vanportfliet (SJ) 

Sunday, January 9 

  8:00 am                              For the Parish (HF) 

  10:00 am                         Ashley Oothoudt (OL) 

  10:00 am                                  Mike Walsh (SJ) 

 
 

(HF)-Holy Family • (SJ)-Saint James • 

(OL) Our Lady of Fatima  

Religious Education 

Little Gobblers Schedule for January 

Next Class January 5th 

Family Formation 5:15-6:25 pm.   

Home packets for January lessons will be ready  for pick-

up after Wednesday’s class.  You can find them on the 

table in the Gathering Space.   

 

Other January class dates are: January 12 and January 

26 (Family Formation) 

 

CAGE January Schedule 

January 5 

January 12 

January 19 

January 26 

 

TOBIT Retreat for youth in grades 9-12 

TOBIT (Theology of the Body Immersion for Teens) retreat 

will tentatively be held Friday, January 7th through Satur-

day, January 9th at Big Sandy Camp near McGregor.  For 

more information, check out St. James website or the 

Diocese of Duluth website. 

 

Saturday, January 8 at 5:00 pm (SJ) 

Sacristan/Server ................................................ Bob Cummings 

Lector..................................................................... Larry Switala 

EOMs ...................... (MOB) Mary Jo Newman, Dave Thompson 

Ushers ............................ TJ Gustin, Tiff Gustin, two volunteers 

 

Sunday, January 9 at 8:00 am (HF) 

 ................................... Please see the green binder in narthex.   

 

Sunday, January 9 at 10:00 am (OL) 

 ..................................................................... Volunteers needed 

 

Sunday, January 9 at 10:00 am (SJ) 

Sacristan ................................................................... Terry Stein 

Servers ............................... Hayden Workman, Luke Workman 

Lector............................................................. Laura Eisenbraun 

EOMs ........................................ (MOB) Adam James, Erin Ryan 

Ushers ................................................ Ellie Hoppe, Russ Hoppe  

 ................................................................. John Appel, volunteer 

 

(HF)-Holy Family • (SJ)-Saint James• 

(OL) Our Lady of Fatima 

Sunday, January 2 

  After 8:00 am Mass Fellowship, Coffee and Treats (HF) 

 8:30 am—11:30 am  KC Pancake Breakfast (SJ) 

  After 10:00 am Mass Coffee and Treats (OL) 

Thursday, January 6 

 7:30 am                                                               Rosary (SJ) 

 9:00 am to 8:00 pm Adoration (SJ) 

 9:30 am to 5:50 pm                                         Adoration (HF) 

 5:50 pm  Benediction (HF) 

Sunday, January 9  

  After 8:00 am Mass Fellowship, Coffee and Treats (HF) 

  After 10:00 am Mass  Coffee and Treats (OL) 

  11:00 am   Confirmation Prep (SJ) 



	 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com	 St. James, Holy Family, Our Lady Fatima, Aitkin, MN	 A 4C 02-0818

            Aitkin              McGregor 
         927-3213            768-7000

1-800-294-2863   OPTOMETRISTS, P.A.
Dr. Steven Kinzer • Dr. David Hakes

Of Aitkin & McGregorOf Aitkin & McGregor

JANZEN AUCTIONS
Parishioner Family Owned Business Since 1936

Conducting Auctions of All Types

   Aitkin, MN    (218) 927-4488  

www.janzenauctions.com

Hudrlik Flooring & Cabinets
Since 1948 

 “Our Reputation is still our Best Guarantee”
	      Aitkin	 Crosby
	      218-927-6633	        218-546-5524

Joshua Hudrlik, Parishioner

Aitkin, MN 
(218) 457-1174

Roofing • Remodels • Siding • Structures • Maintenance

www.novakcontractingllp.com

Mark Ritter 
Parishioner

SEWER • EXCAVATING • SNOW REMOVAL

www.rittersewer.com      927-4125

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • PLUMBING • HYDRONIC HEATING

Septic System Maintenance
• Inspection • Cleaning 

• Repair
Licensed and Bonded

WE ACCEPT MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

1037 1st St. NW • Aitkin, MN 56431 
Local: (218) 927-6175	 Toll Free: 800-713-5234

Aitkin, MN                       218-927-2140
wwwmmcjd.com

Twin Pines Restaurant & Resort 
Great Home Cooking w/full bar 

Summer & Winter Fishing 
1 Mile South of Garrison on Hwy 169 

overlooking Mille Lacs Lake 
320-692-4413      twinpinesmillelacs.com 

40 Club 
Restaurant & Bar

950 - 2nd St. NW • Aitkin 
218-927-7090

FULL MENU • DAILY LUNCH & DINNER SPECIALS
TINA & JERRY’S FAMOUS BROASTED CHICKEN

DAILY HAPPY HOUR 4-6 PM
CALL FOR DAILY SPECIALS

ROCHON CORPORATION
Jerry Braton
763-559-9393

Commercial General Contractor          Parishioner

Joe Antoine

Commercial - Residential - Electrical Service & Repair
42188 336th Lane • Aitkin, MN 56431

Joe@ae-llc.com	 218.927.5637

License # EA005991 
Bonded & Insured

RILEY AUTO SUPPLY
927-2153  •  Since 1958

Largest stock of hydraulic hose & fittings
HD Truck, Auto, Farm & Industry

1 Block West of Stoplight • AITKIN

New Patients and Emergencies are always welcome.

FAMILY DENTISTRY
1050 Minnesota Ave. S. • Aitkin, MN • 218.927.3785 

112 West Main St. • Crosby, MN • 218.546.5191
aitkinteeth@riveroaksdentalmn.com 
www.riveroaksdentalmn.com

McLean Severson, D.D.S. 
Victoria Severson, D.D.S 

Sean Fleming, D.D.S
PARISHIONERS

Roadside Restaurant
(218) 927-2113	 Try our Famous Caramel Rolls
306 2nd St. NE, Aitkin	 Serving Breakfast All Day Long

Come join us for a movie at the Historic  
Rialto Theatre

Movie Line 
(218) 927-2824 

Business Line 
(218) 927-2861

www.AitkinRialto.com

DEAN  
MASONRY & CONCRETE

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

218-426-4592      DeanMasonryandConcrete.com

218-927-3765 
402 Minnesota Ave N. Aitkin MN 56431 

www.ssbmn.com

 

218-927-2427 
www.tritonwealth.com

KOKESH STUMP & TREE REMOVAL
Bob Kokesh / Parishioner

218-927-2745

Your Hometown Professionals     

Off: 218-927-6258  
14 First St. NW  

Aitkin, MN 56431 

www.cummingsjanzen.com 

Floral, Home Accents, Gifts, and More
www.aitkinflowers.com	 (218) 927-2815

www.garrisondisposal.com

218-927-6435
800-642-0161

HYYTINEN

312 2nd St. NE, Aitkin • (218) 927-3117

RASLEY OIL
Quality Gasoline • Propane Oil • Groceries 

Bulk Gas • Home Fuel Delivery
218-927-2966	 308 2nd St NE, Aitkin

Your hometown propane company since 1942. Call us for your propane needs. 
Customer-Owned • Supporting your local communities

800-671-9759 	 www.federatedcoops.com

Your ’Ol Fashioned Meat MarketYour ’Ol Fashioned Meat Market
Fresh Cut & Naturally Smoked Meats
Custom Orders • Specialty Groceries

(218) 763-6328Open 7 Days  
a Week at 8am Local Family OwnedDowntown Emily

New Home Furnishings of  
All Kinds • Tools • Household  

Gifts • And More

42190 State Hwy. 210 W	 Ph: 218-927-6446 
Aitkin, MN 56431	 Fax: 218-927-2396

Dedicated to providing you with top-notch geothermal 
heating, cooling, and plumbing solutions at reasonable prices.

Aitkin, MN	 (218) 927-5400

Bob Cummings 
Parishioner

(218) 927-3712	 SSIMN.com

Inn, Restaurant & Banquet Center 

Aitkin | (218) 927-2903 | FortyClubInn.com

Join us on Facebook
Plan Your Wedding, Conference or Special Event with Us 
10,000 Square Feet of Meeting Space up to 424 People • Swimming Pool

Rosallini’s Pizza
Dine-in • Take-out • Delivery 
(Within 5 Miles - No Deliveries on Wednesdays)

RosallinisPizza.com

Diane Seefeld REALTOR
320-267-0172 | DianeSeefeld@kw.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Green Owl 
GALLERY

Art Market Showcasing  
Local Artists & Crafters

Art & Craft Supplies  
located in Downtown Aitkin

www.GreenOwlGallery.com

Contact Tom Maakestad 
to place an ad today!

tmaakestad@4LPi.com 
or (800) 950-9952 x5858

17274 Highway 371 Brainerd, MN 56401

(218)825-7349

Independent 55+ Living 
Apartment Homes 

Aitkin, MN
www.BlackrockTerrace.com

218-927-6807


