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Happy Easter! 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

From Fr. Carlson 
 

My family does an Easter egg hunt on Easter every year, like most 
families. Although this was not something done when I was a child,  
my mom decided it would be something good for her grandkids to do. 
Somehow when we started this tradi"on, I was assigned the task of 
hiding the Easter eggs. I think that this is a decision that all of my 
siblings and my mom regre#ed immediately. I take the responsibility of 
hiding the Easter eggs very seriously, and as it turns out, a 3-year-old 
child cannot find the Easter egg hidden in the ceiling panels, which 
results in the child crying. Even though my siblings regre#ed assigning 
me the task of hiding the eggs, for some reason they s"ll ask me every 
year to do it. I think the most crea"ve place that I have hidden an egg 
so far is the tailpipe of a minivan.  
 

Needless to say, we will not be doing an Easter egg hunt this year, 
which may be a relief to my family. We all realize that this year’s celebra"on of Easter is different than what we 
normally experience, but it does not mean that Easter is different. Easter is the celebra"on of the Resurrec"on of 
Jesus Christ. He is risen from the grave!! This is the same thing that we celebrate every Easter, and actually the 
same thing that we celebrate every Sunday: the Resurrec"on of Christ.  
 

Remember what happened before Christ’s Resurrec"on? The whole world was covered in darkness a&er Jesus’ 
passion and death. It seemed like everything was lost, his Apostles sca#ered, and couldn’t believe that Jesus had 
died. We too may feel that way right now, in the sense that the whole world seems to be covered in the 
darkness of the coronavirus. However, we know that Jesus has power over death, He is the victor. Although we 
are s"ll experiencing sorrow due to the coronavirus, we can also experience joy in the Resurrec"on. The reason 
why is because we know that the light of Christ will con"nue to shine down upon the world, and through the 
darkness of this virus. 
 

Happy Easter to everyone here at St. John the Bap"st. Please con"nue to persevere in the midst of this trial. Take 
solace in God, con"nue to turn to Him, and remember that in Him we have all that we need. Please con"nue to 
know of my con"nued prayers for all of you, your family, and your loved ones. 
 

God Bless, 
Fr. Carlson 
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Celebra"ng this Beau"ful Year at St. John’s 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We celebrate the vibrant community of St. John the Baptist Catholic Parish, from the big events 
of the Concert & Speaker Series, Gala, Golf, and Parish Picnic to the small group Bible Studies, 
weekly Faith Formation, and everything in between. We look forward being together again soon, 

and remain united in heart and prayer until then. 
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Please pray for those who have 
been preparing for Confirma"on in 
RCIA this year 
Hello, my name is 
Luke Mikkola and 
I’m 32 years old. I 
grew up in Maple 
Grove, and was  
bap"zed and  
confirmed  
Lutheran. I have 
lived in Chanhassen 
for the past 5 years. 
What drew me to 
the Catholic Church was my fiancé. We are 
ge'ng married at St John the Bap"st later 
this month. The other draws were the  
sacred tradi"on and crea"ng a deeper  
rela"onship with God. I look forward to 
ge'ng to know everyone at the parish. 
 

Hi! I am Jason  
Sullivan. I‘m 26 
years old and I live 
in Brooklyn Park, 
MN. I was  
a#racted to the 
Catholic Church 
a&er reading the 
Bible and learning 
more about the 
history of the 
Church, and how Jesus  
established the Church. I realized that the 
Catholic Church, being the Church that Jesus 
established, is the Church that follows what 
Jesus truly wanted.   

 

 

 

 

An Easter Reflec"on  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

By Taylor Gruber—Faith Forma"on Director 
Last October I had the incredible opportunity to go to the Holy Land. 
Near the end of our trip we received an early morning wakeup call to 

head the old city of Jerusalem to walk and pray the Sta"ons of the Cross. 
The streets were dark, s"ll, silent as the city waited being awakened 

from the rising sun. A&er praying nine of the sta"ons, we came into an 
opening, seeing the Holy Sepulchre.  

 

Within this church we venerated the Rock of Golgotha, a powerful 
moment of surrender and trust. And right there, at Calvary, we were 

blessed to celebrate our Sunday Mass. Immediately following the Mass, 
we went down the stairs from Calvary, through an archway within the 

same church, and were at the site of the burial AND resurrec"on of  
Our Lord.  

 

A&er wai"ng in line for about 45 minutes, it was my turn to go into the 
tomb. I knew I was only going to get seconds in the place where Jesus’ 

body was laid 2000 years ago. The Greek Orthodox priests quickly 
ushered four of us in.  Immediately we fell to our knees. Here! Here is 

where the body of our Lord was laid. But there was no body to behold. 
No, Jesus had risen! The miracle and power of that tomb is that there is 

nothing to see inside of it. Jesus lives! 
 

And He lives in you and in me. Millions of pilgrims come every year to 
this tomb, and carry Jesus, who is alive in their hearts, back to the site of 

His greatest miracle! How amazing is that? He brought me back to a 
place of such suffering – a place where once only death dwelt – to 
remind me that His glory is revealed through suffering. He doesn’t 

abandon or forsake us. He dwells with us. Suffering and glory are so 
in"mately connected. 

 

This year Easter feels different than any that I have experienced. I am 
taking comfort in the prayers of the Easter Vigil: 

 

·“Let us meditate on how God in "mes past saved his people and in 
these days, the last days, has sent us his Son as our redeemer.” 

 

·“O truly blessed night, when things of heaven are wed to those of 
earth, and divine to the human.”   

 

·“May the whole world know and see that what was cast down is 
raised up, what had become old is made new, and all things are 

restored to integrity through Christ” 
 

We see that the Cross and the Resurrec"on, whose sites are physically 
close to each other, are deeply spiritually linked. We rejoice and we 

have hope because Christ, who lives, comes into our suffering, walking 
with us and redeeming us. This Easter, let us celebrate our greatest gi&, 

our greatest joy, our greatest hope: Christ is risen!  
Let us rejoice and be glad! 

 

“Do not abandon yourself to despair. We are an Easter people and 
hallelujah is our song!” Saint John Paul II 
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Sunday: Acts 10:34a,37-43/Ps 118:1-2,16-17,22-23/Col 3:1-4 or 1Cor 5:6b-
8/Jn 20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10   
Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2,5,7-11/Mt 28:8-15 
Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41/Ps 33:4-5,18-20,22/Jn 20:11-18 
Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10/Ps 105:1-9/Lk 24:13-35 
Thursday: Acts 3:11-26/Ps 8:2,5-9/Lk 24:35-48 
Friday: Acts 4:1-12/Ps 118: 1-2,4,22-27/Jn 21:1-14 
Saturday: Acts 4:13-21/Ps 118:1,14-15,16-18-21/Mk 16:9-15 
Next Sunday: Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4,13-15,22-24/1Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31 

 

Pray for the Sick of  
Our Parish 

___________________________________________________________ 
 
 

We invite you to keep in your daily prayers the sick and 
confined of our parish who seek God’s joy in their  

infirmity, in par"cular:  

· Elvera Hoops     
· Mary Rosa" 
· Viviana Wright   
· Margaret Davis  
· Kon Wurm 

· Ruth Colnar 
· Kathy Bedford 
· Steve Haskins 
· Diane Mar"nka 
· David Streeter 

Weekly Prayer 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Sat. April 11 8:00pm  For the Parish (Easter Vigil) 

Sun. April 12 10:00am  For the Parish 

Mon. April 13   No Mass 

Tues. April 14 5:30pm  � Patricia Rusk 

Wed. April 15 8:00am  � � Irene & Roy Wessbecker 

Thurs April 16 8:00am  � Joan Hardy 

Fri. April 17 5:00am  � Dolores Nelson 

Sat. April 18 8:00am 
5:00pm 

 Rod Vacek 
     Joseph Shipman 

Sun. April 19 8:00am 
10:00am 

 For the Parish 
 � Mona Aeshliman &  
     John Aeshliman 

Mass  Inten"ons 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Divine  
Mercy  

Sunday 
_________________________________ 

April 19th 
 

Jesus said to St. Faus"na: “I  
desire that there be a Feast of 

Mercy… On this day the very 
depths of My tender mercy are 
open… The soul that will go to 

Confession [within 20 days before 
or a"er the feast] and receive 
Holy Communion on that day, 

shall obtain complete forgiveness 
of sins and punishment... and this 

is why the first Sunday a"er  
Easter is to be the Feast of Mercy, 
and on that day priests are to tell 

everyone about My great and 
unfathomable mercy.” 

 
Please join in praying at home at 

3:00pm on Sunday, April 19th. 
For more informa$on, please 

visit www.ewtn.com/
catholicism/devo$ons/novena-

13366  
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One of the things I love most about being Catholic is our 
tradi"on of saints. It seems as though for every situa"on 
that we are struggling with in life, we have a saint to look 
at as an example. In our current situa"on in the world, St. 
Damien of Moloka’i has been holding a special place in my 
heart. 
 

St. Damien of Moloka’i (Joseph of Veuster) was born in 
Belgium in 1840. He always had a heart for the poor and 
sick. Even as a child, he dreamed of being a priest and 
longed to serve the poorest of the poor, the outcasts of 
society. In 1864, he got his wish. A&er joining a religious 
order he was sent to Hawaii to serve the na"ve people 
living on the islands. He was ordained a priest in Honolulu, 

and served on the big island for nine years. 
 

During this same "me, leprosy was scourging the islands. The disease wasn’t 
curable, and doctors knew nothing about it except that it was deadly and highly 
contagious. The government's response was to forcibly quaran"ne the people they 
suspected to have the illness on the island of Moloka’i. Once a person was sent to 
this island, they would likely spend the rest of their lives there. Moved by the 
spiritual and physical poverty of the people of Moloka’i, Fr. Damien volunteered to 
serve as a priest on the island. 
 

When he arrived on the small island, he was shocked to see that the condi"ons 
were worse than he imagined. There was no municipal leadership, crime was 
rampant, and the residents didn’t have access to medical care. Fr. Damien 
immediately took leadership. He built a church, homes, orphanages, and schools. 
He served as the only source of spiritual and medical care for the whole island, and 
would frequently return to Honolulu to beg for help from either the government or 
his order. His requests were never granted. At one point, frustrated a&er a fruitless 
trip to Honolulu he said, “When I ask for help, I am told Moloka’i is too dangerous. 
When I ask for money, I am told that it is a paradise.” 
 

One evening in 1885, as Fr. Damien was preparing to bathe, he accidently placed his 
foot into the scalding water. His skin began to boil, but he felt nothing. It was at this 
point he knew: He had contracted the disease. He con"nued to work even harder 
despite his illness, con"nually praying, serving, and returning to the capital to 
request assistance. Toward the end of his life, his requests for help were finally 
granted by some volunteers being sent to assist the ailing priest. 
 

Fr. Damien succumbed to the disease on April 15, 1889. Statues of Fr. Damien now 
stand in both the Hawaii and U. S. Capitol buildings as a commemora"on of his 
bravery and selfless ac"ons. 
 

St. Damien of Moloka’i, patron of the sick and quaran"ned: Pray for us. 

The Lives of the Saints 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The students and staff of St. John’s Catholic Montessori School 
would like to wish everyone a truly blessed Easter! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Summer Program  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

St. John's will offer a Toddler Program (16—33 months) and a Children's House Program (ages 3—6) this  
summer. This is a great way to keep skills up over the summer! Call 952-474-5812 or go online  

www.stjohns-excelsior.org to learn more and to register.  
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Parish Office 
______________________________________________________ 
 
Pastoral Staff: (952) 474-8868  Fax: (952) 444-3474 
Staff emails: first ini"al+lastname@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Pastor    Ext. 216 
Father Carlson                  fr.carlson@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Deacon 
Dcn Gary Hoffman       deacongary@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Parish Administrator  Ext. 204 
Andrea McMerty-Brummer   
Accoun"ng   Ext. 203 
Christa Vassallo 
Faith Forma"on   Ext. 207 
Taylor Gruber 
Communica"ons Coordinator   Ext. 208 
Sarah Reid 
Office & Cemetery Manager  Ext. 200 
Megan Adam 
School: (952) 474-5812  Fax: (952) 444-3474 
Principal    Ext. 301 
Angela Wroblewski 
Administra"ve  Assistant  Ext. 300 
Monica Benda                
Parish Trustees: Barb Thomas, Mark Spaniol 
Finance Council Chair: Pat Johnson 
Parish Council Chair: Charlie Kanan 
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Tune in to our Livestream of Masses  
https://tinyurl.com/sjbyoutube 
 
 
Office is closed to the public so 
please call 952-474-8868 and 
someone can assist you. 
 
Building Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 8:30am-9:00pm 
Friday 9:30am-9:00pm 
Saturday 8:30am-4:30pm 
Sunday 11:00am-5:00pm 

 
 

Text-to-Give 
________________________________________ 

 

St. John the Bap"st Catholic Church 
needs your support now more than 
ever! We are offering Text-to-Give! 

There is no cost to you, and the 
program provides a great benefit  

to our parish.  
 

Text $ amount to 952-209-7722 for a one "me gi& OR 
Text ENROLL to 952-209-7722 to set up recurring gi&s.  
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952.443.3368
ChanDent.com

Family Care Mini-Dental Implants
 Invisalign® Preferred Provider

Angie Weaver
Realtor, SRES
612.309.1166
angie@angieweaver.com

Large 3-Topping Pizza & 

16-piece Parmesan Bread 

Bites $8.99 CODE 3TFB

Carry-out only. You must ask for this limited time offer.

Order Online at www.dominos.com

Hwy 7 & 41 Shopping Center

Wisconsin

CatholicMatch.com/WI

Contact Gina Shaughnessy to place an ad today! 
gshaughnessy@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2487

EDINA CHAPEL
5000 W 50th Street

952.920.3996

HOPKINS CHAPEL
1400 Mainstreet

952.938.9020

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services
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Winslow Monument Service

Teresa Winslow 
Owner, Design Specialist

(952) 368-7575 | www.wmsmonuments.com 

Family-owned Chaska business for over 20 years

Building Corporation

952-475-2097
• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens & Baths

Lic #2988

& Cremation Services
Excelsior Chapel  952-474-9595

www.huberfunerals.com

New Expanded 
Game Room! 

Great Breakfast  
(Sat. & Sun.)

tuttlesbowling.com 
107 Shady Oak Rd. • 952-938-4090

BOB 2040 West 65th St. 

PETERSON Excelsior, MN 55331

(952) 474-3327 • Cell (612) 867-1144

Pat Johnson 
Attorney At LAw

Personal Injury • Business Law

(612) 339-7566
120 S. 6th St. • Ste. 1515

Canadian Pacific Plaza, Minneapolis

Hurting after Abortion?

MARIAN PROJECT

Helping post-abortive 
 women & men 

heal the wounds of abortion.

Free Services    651-291-4515

Roofing • Siding • Windows 
25 years locally owned & operated

CHRIS HAGEN
612-272-5255 InclineExteriors.com

Bryan Kuffel, Account Executive 
p: 612.210.9904  c: 612.578.7888        bkuffel@riversidepayments.com

ACCEPT PAYMENTS ANYWHERE 
Complimentary analysis of your card  
processing program to ensure cost savings

Tom Abts 
General Manager

www.deerrungolf.com

Seeking Outside Sales Consultants

Full Time   |   Commission Only
Weekly Draw

Help homeowners through claims process due to hail storms

• $75K - $125K + realistic first year income with no experience, no cap on commissions

• 4-5 leads provided daily        • Top reps make $300K+ per year 

• An outgoing personality and positive attitude is a must

• No experience necessary - we offer extensive and ongoing sales training

• Valid driver’s license, dependable vehicle required

• Travel within Mpls-St Paul metro area        • Able to walk on roofs and handle ladders

To set up an interview, call 612-324-5048 Lic. #BC639341

 

 
 

PillarsSeniorLiving.com                             
Tour Today  |  952-401-7447 

 

Independent Living | Assisted Living            
Memory Care 


