
To know, love, serve and share Christ through worship, teaching, stewardship and witness.  
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{SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER} 

St. John the Bap!st Parish Update 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

From Fr. Carlson 
 
I want to thank all of you who have so generously responded to the le"er that I sent out on April 2nd, in regards to 
con!nuing to financially support the opera!ons of the parish. It truly has been a generous response from so many of you, 
and for that, the whole parish is grateful. I also recognize that many families are suffering from the economic impact of the 
temporary closure of many businesses, and that they will have to step back from their giving for a !me. We of course 
con!nue to pray for all those directly affected by Covid-19, and for all those who are caring for the sick and afflicted. We 
pray especially for a vaccine to be developed soon to cure the world of this disease. 
 

On April 6th I had a Zoom mee!ng with the Parish and Finance Councils, with our parish Trustees (Barb Thomas and Mark 
Spaniol) present as well. At the mee!ng we discussed the current situa!on in regards to our parish and the universal 
Church. Even with the generous response of so many parishioners, we are s!ll down in projected parishioner giving and 
school fundraising. We were able to look at projected cash flow for the parish, and realized that if we did not make some 
changes, the financial posi!on of the parish would be severely affected. The changes that we have made are in regards to 
staffing. 
 

This past week all of our church staff have been put on a par!al furlough. What this means is that their hours have been 
reduced by at least 50%. On the school side we also furloughed most of our hourly employees and several other non-
classroom posi!ons, as we know that the school will not be open un!l at least May 4th. Our teachers are s!ll teaching, but it 
is being done by distance learning, not in the classroom. This was not an easy decision to make, but for the well being of the 
whole parish, we felt like it was necessary to do. Due to this change, our staff may take a li"le longer responding to a call or 
email, but they will get back to you. Please pray for our staff, they all work very hard and love it here at the parish. 
 

I also want to let you know that our parish has applied for the Payroll Protec!on Program (PPP) through the Small Business 
Administra!on (SBA). We have yet to be approved for this loan, but we are hopeful that we will be. If we do receive this 
loan, we will then be able to bring back some of our staff full-!me. As always, please know of my prayers for you and your 
family, and let me know if you have any ques!ons. 
 
God Bless, 
Fr. Carlson 

Please note that the bulle!n is going to an every-other-week format. Please 
follow ‘St. John the Bap!st Catholic Church & Montessori School, Excelsior 

MN’ on Facebook and stay tuned to our website for the latest! 
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*A beau!ful prayer for those unable to a"end Mass  

and receive Holy Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and 

unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen 

The Sacrifice of the Mass 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

By Deacon Riley 
 
When we read the Old Testament, we see many examples of sacrifices. When 
Adam and Eve were expelled from the garden of Eden, their first ins!nct was to 
offer sacrifices of their best crops and animals as an act of repentance to God. 
When Noah found land a{er forty days on the ark, he offered a sacrifice of 
thanksgiving. And when God made a covenant with Abraham, Abraham made a 
sacrifice to seal the covenant. 
 

In the Old Testament, Jews recognized five types of sacrifices: peace offerings, 
burnt offerings, thanksgiving, sin offerings, and guilt offerings. Many of these 
sacrifices were done on behalf of a community. The community would, through 
a single sacrifice of an animal, all give thanks to God or beg for His forgiveness 
for a par!cular communal or personal sin. Should this be the case, an animal 
would be brought to a priest, and each person or family would offer a par!cular 
inten!on to be carried to God. An interes!ng point to make here is, that while it 
was the priest who mediated the sacrifice, it was the people and the community 
who ac!vely par!cipated in it.  
 

Now let’s bring this back to the present day. At Mass, the priest s!ll offers a sacrifice. Unlike sacrifices of old, this one is an 
unbloody sacrifice of bread and wine. It is a re-presenta!on of and par!cipa!on in the greatest offering of all !me: Jesus on 
the Cross. While the miracle we witness is mediated by the priest, we are invited to bring our own sacrifices to the foot of 
the altar. As we say in our morning offering, that could be our prayers, works, joys and sufferings that are brought to Mass 
and carried to heaven.  
 

Much like the ancient Jews, the people or situa!ons that we bring in prayer to Mass heals our rela!onships both with God 
and with our neighbors. Through the hands of the priest, all of the prayers of those present are laid on this altar of sacrifice. 
These same prayers that you and I offer in our hearts at Mass were heard by Jesus on that first Good Friday, and brought to 
heaven with Him as a sacrifice.  
 

Now, next !me you are at Mass (whether in person or on TV), this is how you can par!cipate. Bring to Jesus the thing that 
has been most on your heart. Whether that’s a suffering family member or your anxie!es about the future, offer that as a 
sacrifice to God. And when the priest lowers his head and says, “this is my Body” and “this is the chalice of my Blood”, be 
confident that your prayers were heard. For at the moment of Jesus’ death on Calvary 2,000 years ago, Jesus heard that 
prayer. When he “breathed his last” and his sacrifice on the cross was completed, it was done for that offering you just 
brought to the altar. 
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 Divine Mercy Sunday 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Excerpt from a homily of John Paul II on April 22, 2001 
www.va can.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/homilies/2001/
documents/hf_jp-ii_hom_20010422_divina-misericordia.html 
 
Divine Mercy! This is the Easter gi{ that the Church receives from the risen Christ 
and offers to humanity at the dawn of the third millennium… 
 

Today the Lord also shows us his glorious wounds and his heart, an inexhaus!ble 
source of light and truth, of love and forgiveness. 
 

The Heart of Christ! His "Sacred Heart" has given men everything: redemp!on, 
salva!on, sanc!fica!on. St Faus!na Kowalska saw coming from this Heart that 
was overflowing with generous love, two rays of light which illuminated the 
world. “The two rays", according to what Jesus himself told her, "represent the 
blood and the water" (Diary, p. 132). The blood recalls the sacrifice of Golgotha 
and the mystery of the Eucharist; the water, according to the rich symbolism of 
the Evangelist John, makes us think of Bap!sm and the Gi{ of the Holy Spirit (cf. 
Jn 3: 5; 4: 14). 
 

Through the mystery of this wounded heart, the restora!ve !de of God's merciful 
love con!nues to spread over the men and women of our !me. Here alone can 
those who long for true and las!ng happiness find its secret. 
 

"Jesus, I trust in you". This prayer, dear to so many of the devout, clearly 
expresses the a�tude with which we too would like to abandon ourselves 
trus�ully in your hands, O Lord, our only Savior. 
 

You are burning with the desire to be loved and those in tune with the sen!ments 
of Your heart learn how to build the new civiliza!on of love. A simple act of 
abandonment is enough to overcome the barriers of darkness and sorrow, of 
doubt and despera!on. The rays of your divine mercy restore hope, in a special 
way, to those who feel overwhelmed by the burden of sin. 
 

Mary, Mother of Mercy, help us always to have this trust in your Son, our 
Redeemer. Help us too, St Faus!na, whom we remember today with special 
affec!on. Fixing our weak gaze on the divine Savior’s face, we would like to repeat 
with you:  "Jesus, I trust in you". Now and forever. Amen. 

Easter Flower 
Dona!ons 

________________________________ 
 

Thank you to all those who donated 
for our Easter Flowers!  We remember 
those in whose memory a dona!on 
was made for our Easter flowers this 
year. 
 

In memory of: 
 

George Koehnen 
Michael Renard 
Laura Kapsner 

Amelia & Thomas LoBue 
Anne & James Hagan 

Grace Bendel 
Ella Bedford 

Dorothy Bedford 
Dorothy Moores 
Clifford Woida 
Patricia Woida 

Bill Ryan 
Richard Woida 

John & Sue Walton 
Alois Stumpfl 

Dr. Joe & Helen DuPont 
Jack & Margaret Davis 

Deceased Members of the  
Dumas Family 

Deceased Members of the  
King Family 

Deceased Members of the  
Eldredge Family 

 
 

In Honor of: 
 

The Renard Family 
Kathy Bedford 

Margaret Kanuit 
Delores Kohman 
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Weekly Prayer 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

R7/=@<3Q R;H V?7 W77� ;R AXH@Y 8�V?  
Sunday: Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4,13-15,22-24/1Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31  
Monday: Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4--9/Jn 3:1-8 
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1-2,5/Jn 3:7b-15 
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-9/Jn 3:16-21 
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2,9,17-20/Jn 3:31-36 
Friday: Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1,4,13-14/Jn 6:1-15 
Saturday: 1Pt 5:5b-14/Ps 89:2-3,6-7,16-17/Mk 16:15-20 
 

R7/=@<3Q R;H V?7 W77� ;R AXH@Y ~�V? 
Sunday: Acts 2:14,22-33/Ps 16:1-2,5,7-11/1Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35 
Monday: Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24,26-27,29-30/Jn 6:22-29 
Tuesday: Acts 7:51-8:1a/Ps 31:3-4, 6-8,17,21/Jn 6:30-35 
Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66: 1-7/Jn 6:35-40 
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9,16-17,20/Jn 6:44-51 
Friday: Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1-2/Jn 6:52-59  
Saturday: Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116:12-17/Jn 6:60-69 
Next Sunday: Acts 2:14a,36-41/Ps 23:1-6/1Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10 

Mass  Inten!ons 
_______________________________________________________________________      

 

Pray for the Sick of  
Our Parish 

________________________________________________________ 
 

We invite you to keep in your daily prayers the 
sick and confined of our parish who seek God’s 

joy in their infirmity, in par!cular:  

· Elvera Hoops     
· Mary Rosa! 
· Viviana Wright   
· Margaret Davis  
· Kon Wurm 

· Ruth Colnar 
· Kathy Bedford 
· Steve Haskins 
· Diane Mar!nka 
· David Streeter 

Sat. April 18 8:00am 
5:00pm 

    Rod Vacek 
    Joseph Shipman 

Sun. April 19 8:00am 
10:00am 

    For the Parish 
    � Mona Aeshliman & Jack 
     Aeshliman 

Mon. April 20       No Mass 

Tue. April 21 5:30pm     � � Robert & Patricia Murphy 

Wed. April 22 8:00am     � Ray C. 

Thurs April 23 8:00am     � Howard Gans 

Fri. April 24 9:00am     Bill Ashenbach 

Sat. April 25 8:00am 
5:00pm 

    Rod & Be"y Vacek 
    � Ward Bou!n 

Sun.  April 26 8:00am 
10:00am 

    � Don Rogers 
    For the Parish 

Mon. April 27       No Mass 

Tue. April 28 5:30pm     � Mary Boisvert 

Wed. April 29 8:00am     � Lois Thomas 

Thurs April 30 8:00am     Monica Schmitz 

Fri. May 1 9:00am     � Gen Hruby 

Sat. May 2 8:00am 
5:00pm 

    Rod Vacek 
    For the Parish 

Sun.  May 3 8:00am 
10:00am 

    Marge Nelson 
    For the Parish 
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St. John the Bap!st Catholic Montessori School 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Guided by our Roman Catholic faith, St. John the Bap!st Catholic Montessori School prepares 
students to live our the Gospel message, achieve academic excellence, and joyfully lead by faith, 
virtue and reason. 

Stay updated with principal Angela Wroblewski’s blog! 
h"ps://ourjourneysjb.blogspot.com/  

A Celebra!on of the Family of God 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Passover Meal is based on a Jewish Ceremony, a celebra!on of the family of 
God. 
 

This celebra!on dates back for me to my elementary years when we had a Seder 
Meal annually celebrated with immediate family or with extended family and 
friends.  
 

I have enjoyed bringing this into my family home annually.  The tradi!on con!nues 
no ma"er how many children/friends we have at home but we cherish them all the 
same.  
 

Everyone has their favorite parts of the Seder Meal. I am pre"y sure mine will 
forever be the cake lamb to replace the real lamb.  
 

And here are a few photos taken in the homes of some of our school families 
celebra!ng the Seder Meal. 
 
May you have a blessed and joyous Easter, 
Angela Wroblewski, Principal 
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Faith Forma!on in the Family 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In every parent sacramental mee!ng at St. John’s the topic of primary educa!on in 
the faith is addressed. Parents are reminded that, as a Church, we believe that 
parents are to be the first and primary educators of their children in the faith. 
Especially during this !me when we aren’t able to come together to worship and 
grow in our faith, this is being lived out in the homes of our parish families.  

The Catechism of the Catholic Church states the following:  

Parents have the first responsibility for the educa on of their children. 
They bear witness to this responsibility first by crea ng a home where 
tenderness, forgiveness, respect, fidelity, and disinterested service are 
the rule. The home is well suited for educa on in the virtues. (CCC 
2223) Educa on in the faith by the parents should begin in the child’s 
earliest years. This already happens when family members help one 
another to grow in faith by the witness of a Chris an life in keeping 
with the Gospel. Family catechesis precedes, accompanies, and 
enriches other forms of instruc on in the faith. Parents have the 
mission of teaching their children to pray and to discover their voca on 
as children of God. The parish is the Eucharis c community and the 
heart of the liturgical life of Chris an families; it is a privileged place 
for the catechesis of children and parents. (CCC 2226) 

It is through their parent’s words & ac!ons, familial prayers, and honest 
conversa!ons in the home that children learn what it means to be a follower of Jesus 
Christ. The parish community is here to support and encourage you, so please let us 
know what you may need! We are praying that in this difficult !me, the parents of  
St. John’s are able to walk and grow with their children, teaching them the beauty 
and wonders of our faith.  

May God bless you, 
Taylor Gruber ~ Director of Faith Forma!on 

Discerning  
Voca!ons 

_________________________________ 

Q & A 
 

Ques!on:  
What does it mean to discern  

a voca!on? 
 

Answer: 
The word voca!on comes from the 

La!n word vocare, meaning “to 
call.” A voca!on is a calling or  

invita!on from God to serve in a 
par!cular way. For Catholics, that 
calling might be as a priest, sister, 
or married person. Voca!on is the 

way we respond to the invita!on to 
share in God’s grace and witness to 

God’s love in the world. 
 

Discerning a voca!on is the process 
in which we pray for God’s  

guidance. We listen for God’s  
message that is o{en quiet and  

unassuming in a world filled with 
noise and distrac!ons. We look at 

our gi{s and talents, seek the  
advice of others, examine our  

mo!ves, and listen to see what God 
is asking of us. The goal of  

discernment is to follow what the 
Lord wills, not what we think is the 

best idea. Many men enter a  
seminary to discern if that is their 

voca!on, only to discover that their 
calling is to marriage. Others have 

resisted the idea for long periods of 
!me, un!l finally they could resist 
no more. Some great saints have 

described that dilemma. Voca!on is 
a human process of divine origin, 

and each of us must strive  
constantly to hear the call of God in 

our lives. 
 
 

Q & A provided by LPI 
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St. John the Bap!st Catholic 
Church & Montessori School 

#SJBExcelsior 

Parish Offices 
_____________________________________________________ 
 

C?KH:?: (952) 474-8868   Fax: (952) 444-3474 
 

Pastor    Ext. 216 
Father Carlson                     fr.carlson@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Deacon 
Dcn Gary Hoffman          deacongary@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Parish Administrator  Ext. 204 
Andrea McMerty-Brummer   
                           amcmerty-brummer@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Accoun!ng   Ext. 203 
Christa Vassallo                    cvassallo@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Faith Forma!on   Ext. 207 
Taylor Gruber                         tgruber@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Communica!ons Coordinator  Ext. 208 
Sarah Reid                                    sreid@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Office & Cemetery Manager  Ext. 200 
Megan Adam                          madam@stjohns-excelsior.org 
 
 

School: (952) 474-5812  Fax: (952) 444-3474 
 

Principal    Ext. 301 
Angela Wroblewski      awroblewski@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Administra!ve  Assistant  Ext. 300 
Monica Benda               mbenda@stjohns-excelsior.org 
 
 

Parish Trustees: Barb Thomas, Mark Spaniol 
Finance Council Chair: Pat Johnson 
Parish Council Chair: Charlie Kanan 
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$11,380.00 

$410.00 

$7,039.00 

$4,795.00 

 $23,624.00 
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YTD BK=37V $686,503 

YTD A:VK/Y $659,296 

A[;K<V O�7H/(U<=7H BK=37V) ($27,207) 

Tune in to our Livestream of Masses  
h ps://!nyurl.com/sjbyoutube 

 
Office is closed to the public so please call 952-474-8868 

and someone can assist you. 
 

Building Hours— 
Open for Prayer: 

Monday-Thursday 8:30am-9:00pm 
Friday 9:30am-9:00pm 

Saturday 8:30am-4:30pm 
Sunday 11:00am-5:00pm 

 
 

Text-to-Give 
________________________________________ 

 

St. John the Bap!st Catholic Church 
needs your support now more than 
ever! We are offering Text-to-Give! 

There is no cost to you, and the 
program provides a great benefit  

to our parish.  
 

Text $ amount to 952-209-7722 for a one !me gi{ OR 
Text ENROLL to 952-209-7722 to set up recurring gi{s.  

 

Stewardship Update 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Please note that fluctua!on in weekly giving is o{en due to  
variable !ming of annual stewardship gi{s.  
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952.443.3368
ChanDent.com

Family Care Mini-Dental Implants
 Invisalign® Preferred Provider

Angie Weaver
Realtor, SRES
612.309.1166
angie@angieweaver.com

Large 3-Topping Pizza & 

16-piece Parmesan Bread 

Bites $8.99 CODE 3TFB

Carry-out only. You must ask for this limited time offer.

Order Online at www.dominos.com

Hwy 7 & 41 Shopping Center

Wisconsin

CatholicMatch.com/WI

Contact Gina Shaughnessy to place an ad today! 
gshaughnessy@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2487

EDINA CHAPEL
5000 W 50th Street

952.920.3996

HOPKINS CHAPEL
1400 Mainstreet

952.938.9020

washburn-mcreavy .com
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services
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Winslow Monument Service

Teresa Winslow 
Owner, Design Specialist

(952) 368-7575 | www.wmsmonuments.com 

Family-owned Chaska business for over 20 years

Building Corporation

952-475-2097
• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens & Baths

Lic #2988

& Cremation Services
Excelsior Chapel  952-474-9595

www.huberfunerals.com

New Expanded 
Game Room! 

Great Breakfast  
(Sat. & Sun.)

tuttlesbowling.com 
107 Shady Oak Rd. • 952-938-4090

BOB 2040 West 65th St. 

PETERSON Excelsior, MN 55331

(952) 474-3327 • Cell (612) 867-1144

Pat Johnson 
Attorney At LAw

Personal Injury • Business Law

(612) 339-7566
120 S. 6th St. • Ste. 1515

Canadian Pacific Plaza, Minneapolis

Hurting after Abortion?

MARIAN PROJECT

Helping post-abortive 
 women & men 

heal the wounds of abortion.

Free Services    651-291-4515

Roofing • Siding • Windows 
25 years locally owned & operated

CHRIS HAGEN
612-272-5255 InclineExteriors.com

Bryan Kuffel, Account Executive 
p: 612.210.9904  c: 612.578.7888        bkuffel@riversidepayments.com

ACCEPT PAYMENTS ANYWHERE 
Complimentary analysis of your card  
processing program to ensure cost savings

Tom Abts 
General Manager

www.deerrungolf.com

Seeking Outside Sales Consultants

Full Time   |   Commission Only
Weekly Draw

Help homeowners through claims process due to hail storms

• $75K - $125K + realistic first year income with no experience, no cap on commissions

• 4-5 leads provided daily        • Top reps make $300K+ per year 

• An outgoing personality and positive attitude is a must

• No experience necessary - we offer extensive and ongoing sales training

• Valid driver’s license, dependable vehicle required

• Travel within Mpls-St Paul metro area        • Able to walk on roofs and handle ladders

To set up an interview, call 612-324-5048 Lic. #BC639341

 

 
 

PillarsSeniorLiving.com                             
Tour Today  |  952-401-7447 

 

Independent Living | Assisted Living            
Memory Care 


