
To know, love, serve and share Christ through worship, teaching, stewardship and witness.  

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PARISH 
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{FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER} 

The Month of the Blessed  
Virgin Mary 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Every year in May, the Church celebrates it as the month of Mary. But the 
ques!on is why is May the Month of Mary? Here is an answer that I found 
from the website of ‘Salt and Light TV’: 
 
“The tradi!on of dedica!ng the month of May to Mary, came about in the 13th century. Some say because it was created to 
replace various pagan cults. The actual reason is the fact that this month is the !me when spring is at  the height of its 
beauty.  Spring is also connected with nature renewing itself.  In her way, Mary gave new life to the world when she gave 
birth to our saviour Jesus Christ. 
 

The link between Mary and the month of May became popular among the members of the Jesuit Order — by 1700 it had a 
firm hold among their students at the Roman College and a short !me later it was publicly celebrated in the Gesu Church in 
Rome. From there it spread to the rest of the Church. 
 

The pious prac!ce of honouring Mary during the month of May has been especially promoted by the Popes. Pius XII made 
frequent reference to it and in his great Encyclical on the Sacred Liturgy Mediator Dei. He characterized it as one of "other 
exercises of piety which although not strictly belonging to the Sacred Liturgy, are nevertheless of special import and dignity, 
and may be considered in a certain way to be an addi!on to the liturgical cult: they have been approved and praised over 
and over again by the Apostolic See and by the Bishops" 
 

Devo!on to Mary is one an important part of the Catholic iden!ty. As our mother she is an example of a commi$ed “Yes” to 
the will of God. Because of the devo!on to her many people ask her for help in the most difficult moments of their life as 
any child does with his mother.” 
 
In a special way this year, in the month of May, we should con!nue to implore the intercession of Mary as we con!nue to 
experience the difficul!es arising from Covid-19. Historically, there have been many plagues and inflec!ons that have come 
to an end, through the intercession of Mary. I know that Pope Francis has asked all Catholics to pray the Rosary during the 
month of May for a cure to the coronavirus. So, with this addi!onal !me that we may have on our hands, let’s turn to Mary 
and ask for her intercession, especially through the Rosary. 
 

God Bless, 
Fr. Carlson 
 
More informa!on may be found here h ps://saltandligh v.org/blogfeed/getpost.php?id=35778  

Please note that the bulle!n has moved to an every-other-week format. Please follow ‘St. John the Bap!st 
Catholic Church & Montessori School, Excelsior MN’ on Facebook and stay tuned to our website for the latest! 
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World Day of Prayer for Voca!ons
May 3rd 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In our poli!cally charged society, I imagine many have heard the quote, "It takes a 
village..." Whether or not one likes the poli!cs of the author of that quote, in the words 
are truth. It takes many people to create and sustain a community. 
 
For those of us who are Catholic, we believe in the power of voca!ons to help spread 
the Gospel message. And voca!ons are an important part of the community. The 
voca!ons to priesthood, or the deaconate, or religious life are at the center of our 
efforts to spread the good news. However, we need to also speak about the voca!on of married life as service to the church; 
and furthermore, the voca!on of single life. It is at our bap!sm that we are given the mandate to spread the Gospel through 
our voca!on in the church. 
 
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, then I will enter his house and dine with 
him, and he with me" (Rv 3:20). 
 
We hear in Scripture that Jesus stands at the door of our heart and knocks. He only invites and never demands or breaks into 
our lives without our acceptance. He knocks, we open the door, and the invita!on and welcome are complete. 
 
Let us pray... 
God of the invita!on, 
you knock upon the door of everyone's heart. 
We seek the courage to open that door, for we know the responsibility of saying yes. 
We humbly ask you for your wisdom to serve your church with compassion and acceptance. 
We believe that when we say yes, you will provide the grace for the work ahead. 
Give grace to those men and women who have dedicated their lives to constant service to your church. 
Also give grace to those couples and single men and women who work for the church in their secular lives. 
We ask all this through Christ our Lord and brother, who live and reign with you and the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

A Prayer For Mother’s Day 
_________________________________ 

 

Heavenly Father,  
from the beginning you have chosen to entrust  
the human person to mothers in a special way. 

We thank and praise you for the gi^ of mothers; 
for their tenderness, care, and compassion, 

for their intui!on and encouragement, 
for commitment and sacrifice. 

Bless all mothers this day. 
Keep, strengthen, and refresh them 

in your loving care. 
May they be blessed by our open-hearted 

love and gra!tude. 
Amen. 
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 Community 
Needs 

_________________________________ 
 

Please find bins outside the  
Gathering Place entrance for your 

ICA Food Shelf and SouthWest  
Op!ons for Women dona!ons. 

These organiza!ons  
depend on our support and we 

thank you for helping them out if 
you are able 

 

Our goal is to provide 250 pounds 
of food weekly for ICA. We have 

been able to meet our goal thanks 
to your generosity! Please con!nue 

to give as you are able! 

Tax Guidance and the CARES Act 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
You’ve likely heard about the CARES Act — Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security Act — passed into law in March 2020. It’s the largest economic relief bill 
in U.S. history and includes a variety of provisions to help individuals, families, and 
small businesses obtain economic relief. A couple of those provisions impact 
charitable giving. Just how depends on whether you itemize your deduc!ons or 
not.  
 
For Non-Itemizers 
If you take the standard deduc!on when you file your federal taxes, the CARES 
Act gives you a $300 above-the-line deduc!on for cash dona!ons. What’s that 
mean? Your dona!on of up to $300 will be deducted from your adjusted gross 
income (AGI). This happens before you take the standard deduc!on. But, because 
this deduc!on is limited to cash contribu!ons, gi^s to a donor advised fund and 
complex gi^s of stock or other assets do not qualify for this deduc!on. 
 
For Itemizers 
For people who itemize their deduc!ons, you’re normally limited to deduc!ng 
60% of your AGI. The CARES Act waives that limit for cash dona!ons. While 
there’s s!ll a deduc!on limit of 100% of your AGI for the 2020 tax year, any cash 
dona!ons above and beyond that may be carried over as deduc!ons for up to five 
years. Because this excep!on is only for cash dona!ons, there remain certain 
limits on deduc!ons for other gi^s, like stock or personal property. And, there are 
s!ll deduc!on limits for contribu!ons to a donor advised fund. 
 
If you likely won't itemize your tax deduc!ons for 2020, consider a cash gi^ to  
St. John’s Catholic Parish so we can con!nue our ministries and parish opera!ons. 
Thank you for your con!nued support!  
 
How can you send in your dona!ons? 

1. One-!me gi^ through Faith Direct faith.direct/MN855 
2. Text-to-give: Text $ amount to 952-209-7722 for a one !me gi^ 
3. Mail gi^s to 680 Mill St, Excelsior, MN  55331 

Financial 
Support 

_________________________________ 
 

If you are not already enrolled in 
our online giving program, and 

your own financial status allows 
you to con!nue suppor!ng our 

work, we ask you to please 
consider registering today, you 

can go online to   
faith.direct/MN855  

to ensure the con!nued 
opera!ons of our parish! Or you 

can mail in your weekly offertory 
gi^ to the parish office. Thank 

you for your con!nued support! 
Stamped and addressed 

envelopes are also available in 
the Gathering Place for  your 
convenience if you choose to 

mail in your dona!ons. 
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Weekly Prayer 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

R-*K=@+U >46 8;- W--� 4> M*Q �6K  
Sunday: Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-6/1Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10  
Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3;43:3-4/Jn 10:11-18 
Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1-7/Jn 10:22-30 
Wednesday: Acts 12:24-13:5a/Ps 67:2-3,5-6,8/Jn 12:44-50 
Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3,21-22,25,27/Jn 13:16-20 
Friday: Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-11/Jn 14:1-6 
Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1-4/Jn 14:7-14 
 

R-*K=@+U >46 8;- W--� 4> M*Q /�8; 
Sunday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2 4-5,18-19/1Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12   
Monday: Acts 14:5-18/Ps 115:1-4,15-16/Jn 14:21-26 
Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-13,21/Jn 14:27-31a 
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-5/Jn 15:1-8 
Thursday: Acts 1:15-17,20-26/Ps 113:1-2-8/Jn 15:9-17 
Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-10,12/Jn 15:12-17 
Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1-3,5/Jn 15:18-21 
Next Sunday: Acts 8:5-8,14-17/Ps 66:1-7,16,20/1Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 

Mass  Inten!ons 
_______________________________________________________________________      

 

Pray for the Sick of  
Our Parish 

________________________________________________________ 
 

We invite you to keep in your daily prayers the 
sick and confined of our parish who seek God’s 

joy in their infirmity, in par!cular:  

· Elvera Hoops     
· Mary Rosa! 
· Viviana Wright   
· Margaret Davis  
· Kon Wurm 

· Ruth Colnar 
· Kathy Bedford 
· Diane Mar!nka 
· David Streeter 

Sat. May 2 8:00am 
5:00pm 

    Rod Vacek 
    For the Parish 

Sun. May 3 8:00am 
10:00am 

    Marge Nelson 
    Charlie Rosensteel 

Mon. May 4       No Mass 

Tue. May 5 5:30pm     Tom Rosensteel 

Wed. May 6 8:00am     � Bob Peterson 

Thurs May 7 8:00am     � Arnold Nelson 

Fri. May 8 9:00am     Ruth Lenort 

Sat. May 9 8:00am 
5:00pm 

    � � Jeff & Dawn Doboszenski 
    � � Marvin & Helen Shipman 

Sun.  May 10 8:00am 
10:00am 

    For the Parish 
    The Behun Family 

Mon. May 11       No Mass 

Tue. May 12 5:30pm     Dewey & Linda To$y 

Wed. May 13 8:00am     � Laura Kapsner 

Thurs May 14 8:00am     Bre$ & Christa Schnell 

Fri. May 15 9:00am     � Marie Nelson 

Sat. May 16 8:00am 
5:00pm 

    Rod & Be$y Vacek 
    � Bob Peterson 

Sun.  May 17 8:00am 
10:00am 

    Tom & Jennifer Rosensteel 
    For the Parish 
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Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

St. John’s is extremely fortunate to have both the Montessori Method and the Catholic 
viewpoint merge in the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. 
 

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is an approach to the religious forma!on of children 
ages 3 to 12. It originated in 1954 through the work of Dr. Sofia Cavalle�, a Biblical scholar 
trained in Catholic theology, and Gianna Gobbi, a Montessori educator. Since 1999, St. 
John the Bap!st has had this unique faith forma!on program which uses Montessori 
teaching principles to present the most essen!al reali!es of the Catholic faith to even very 
young children. Specially designed materials and inspiring presenta!ons help children 
explore areas of faith forma!on appropriate to their developmental age. Scripture and 
liturgy form the founda!on for the Catechesis which has as its aim the development of each 
child’s rela!onship with the Good Shepherd. As the child grows, this rela!onship of love 
becomes the basis for living a moral life and for finding one’s par!cular place within God’s 
Plan. 
 

Underlying the en!re catechesis are the following principles: 
· God and the child have a rela!onship that catechesis seeks to serve with reverence 
and respect. 
· The child is capable of perceiving the greatest reali!es of faith and must be given 
!me and space to discover, enjoy, and ponder over these deep truths. 
· The catechist is a servant of a message that is not his or her own and, together with 
the child, humbly listens to God’s word in Scripture and ponders His ac!on in liturgy. 
·      Prayer, contempla!on, silence, and joy are natural components of the child’s 
religious life which must be both prepared for and honored when they arise. 

 

Level I (3-6 year olds) Preschool children are a$racted to the Good Shepherd’s abiding love 
for His sheep. They develop a special love for Jesus, the Good Shepherd, even before they 
realize that they are the sheep. The children hear the Bible story in the words of the 
catechist, using actual scripture verses, and discuss and reflect on what they heard. 
Materials that accompany all lessons are available for the children. 
 

Level II (1st-3rd grade) builds on the covenantal love between God and His children, but adds 
the element of the merciful, forgiving love of Jesus and calls for a response from the 
children. Older children receive medita!ons to enhance their prepara!on for the sacraments 
of Reconcilia!on, Holy Eucharist, and Confirma!on. 
 

Level III (4th grade and older) focuses on the plan of God to join all people together. The 
child focuses on God’s generosity and the responsibili!es that accompany His gi^s. This 
poses the ques!on, ”What is my place in the Kingdom of God?” 
 
A Community Atrium is offered during the school year for non-school students. To register 
for the Community Atrium for 2020/2021, please call St. John’s Catholic Montessori School 
at 952-474-5812 

"The atrium is an 
environment which is 

carefully prepared to foster 
the religious life of the child. 
The materials and images 

placed there help the child to 
concentrate and reflect; thus, 

they nurture the child's 
natural capacity for 

contempla$on." 

 
If you are interested in becoming a Catechist or would like to know more about 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, we are offering a 3-part training at St. John’s 
Catholic Montessori School this fall! You may find more by calling the school. 



( P * + -  � )  F 4 5 6 8 ;  <  F = > 8 ;  S 5 @ K * Q U  4 >  E * U 8 - 6  

Catholic Trivia 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

During the Confirma!on Retreat in February, the 9th and 10th graders asked to play 
Catholic Trivia. Our Church has 2,000 years of history! Do you know the answers to 

the following? 
 

1)   We all know that St. Peter was the first Pope. Do you know who was the second? 
  A) St. Clement 
  B) St. Bartholomew  
  C) St. Lawrence 
  D) St. Linus 
 
2)   This saint was the patron saint who protected against the plague - one of the 

most lethal diseases in the Middle Ages. Drinking beer instead of pure water was 
wise during that !me in order to prevent other diseases, such as typhoid fever 
and cholera. A beer named a^er this saint would prove rather healthy! There are 
two Belgian brewers who have named a beer a^er this saint. Who is this saint? 

 A) St. Dominic 
 B) St. Roch 
 C) St. John Nepomuk 
 D) St. Rosalia 
 
3) Throughout history, there have been many Eucharis!c miracles where the bread 

or wine has literally turned to flesh and blood. When the blood from these 
miracles had been tested, the results come back the same. From these results, 
what is Jesus’ blood type?  

Will You Pray a 
Rosary for the 

Youth? 
_________________________________ 

 
There are s!ll many uncertain!es 
about summer events, but we are  

certain that the youth s!ll need our 
prayers—maybe now more than 

ever! Please con!nue to join us in 
praying rosaries for 

our youth.  
 

We currently have 182 
rosaries prayed toward 

our goal of 1,000+  
rosaries! 

 

You can record the 
number of  

rosaries prayed here: 
https://tinyurl.com/

rosariesforyouth  
or on the Welcome Desk in the 

Gathering Place. 
 

May Our Blessed Mother wrap each 
of them in her mantle of love, and 
bring each one closer to Our Lord, 

Jesus Christ. 
 

 

As we can not be together in 
person to celebrate the close of 
our Faith Forma!on Year, let’s 

come together virtually and play 
some Bingo! We will gather 

remotely at 7:00 PM on May 6. 
Please watch your email for more 

informa!on! 

1) D - St. Linus     2) B - St. Roch      3) AB - Universal Receiver 

Confirma!on & 
First 

Communion 
_________________________________ 

 

The Archdiocese has announced 
that all Confirma!on Masses 

scheduled for May or June have 
been cancelled. We are working 

with families of those preparing to 
receive both First Communion and 
Confirma!on to reschedule these 

beau!ful Sacraments. Please 
con!nue to pray for our 

candidates!    
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St. John the Bap!st Catholic 
Church & Montessori School 

#SJBExcelsior 

Parish Offices 
_____________________________________________________ 
 

C;56�;: (952) 474-8868   Fax: (952) 444-3474 
 

Pastor    Ext. 216 
Father Carlson                     fr.carlson@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Deacon 
Dcn Gary Hoffman          deacongary@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Parish Administrator  Ext. 204 
Andrea McMerty-Brummer   
                           amcmerty-brummer@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Accoun!ng   Ext. 203 
Christa Vassallo                    cvassallo@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Faith Forma!on   Ext. 207 
Taylor Gruber                         tgruber@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Communica!ons Coordinator  Ext. 208 
Sarah Reid                                    sreid@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Office & Cemetery Manager  Ext. 200 
Megan Adam                          madam@stjohns-excelsior.org 
 
 

School: (952) 474-5812  Fax: (952) 444-3474 
 

Principal    Ext. 301 
Angela Wroblewski      awroblewski@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Administra!ve  Assistant  Ext. 300 
Monica Benda               mbenda@stjohns-excelsior.org 
 
 

Parish Trustees: Barb Thomas, Mark Spaniol 
Finance Council Chair: Pat Johnson 
Parish Council Chair: Charlie Kanan 
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EFT 

$16,810.00 

$278.00 

$19,870.17 

 $36,958.17 

YTD I-6%AE4*+%- (41 %6 9/<>/<@) 

YTD B5K+-8 $718,842 

YTD A�85*� $713,609 

A�45@8 O�-6/(U@K-6 B5K+-8) ($5,233) 

Tune in to our Livestream of Masses  
h ps://!nyurl.com/sjbyoutube 

 
Office is closed to the public so please call 952-474-8868 

and someone can assist you. 
 

Building Hours— 
Open for Prayer: 

Monday-Thursday 8:30am-9:00pm 
Friday 9:30am-9:00pm 

Saturday 8:30am-4:30pm 
Sunday 11:00am-5:00pm 

 
 

Text-to-Give 
________________________________________ 

 

St. John the Bap!st Catholic Church 
needs your support now more than 
ever! We are offering Text-to-Give! 

There is no cost to you, and the 
program provides a great benefit  

to our parish.  
 

Text $ amount to 952-209-7722 for a one !me gi^ OR 
Text ENROLL to 952-209-7722 to set up recurring gi^s.  

 

Stewardship Update 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Please note that fluctua!on in weekly giving is o^en due to  
variable !ming of annual stewardship gi^s.  
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$17,348.00 

$7.00 

 $17,355.00 
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ChanDent.com

Family Care Mini-Dental Implants
 Invisalign® Preferred Provider

Angie Weaver
Realtor, SRES
612.309.1166
angie@angieweaver.com

Large 3-Topping Pizza & 

16-piece Parmesan Bread 

Bites $8.99 CODE 3TFB

Carry-out only. You must ask for this limited time offer.

Order Online at www.dominos.com

Hwy 7 & 41 Shopping Center

Wisconsin

CatholicMatch.com/WI

Contact Gina Shaughnessy to place an ad today! 
gshaughnessy@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2487

EDINA CHAPEL
5000 W 50th Street
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952.938.9020
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Winslow Monument Service

Teresa Winslow 
Owner, Design Specialist

(952) 368-7575 | www.wmsmonuments.com 

Family-owned Chaska business for over 20 years

Building Corporation

952-475-2097
• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens & Baths

Lic #2988

& Cremation Services
Excelsior Chapel  952-474-9595

www.huberfunerals.com

New Expanded 
Game Room! 

Great Breakfast  
(Sat. & Sun.)

tuttlesbowling.com 
107 Shady Oak Rd. • 952-938-4090

BOB 2040 West 65th St. 

PETERSON Excelsior, MN 55331

(952) 474-3327 • Cell (612) 867-1144

Pat Johnson 
Attorney At LAw

Personal Injury • Business Law

(612) 339-7566
120 S. 6th St. • Ste. 1515

Canadian Pacific Plaza, Minneapolis

Hurting after Abortion?

MARIAN PROJECT

Helping post-abortive 
 women & men 

heal the wounds of abortion.

Free Services    651-291-4515

Roofing • Siding • Windows 
25 years locally owned & operated

CHRIS HAGEN
612-272-5255 InclineExteriors.com

Bryan Kuffel, Account Executive 
p: 612.210.9904  c: 612.578.7888        bkuffel@riversidepayments.com

ACCEPT PAYMENTS ANYWHERE 
Complimentary analysis of your card  
processing program to ensure cost savings

Tom Abts 
General Manager

www.deerrungolf.com

Seeking Outside Sales Consultants

Full Time   |   Commission Only
Weekly Draw

Help homeowners through claims process due to hail storms

• $75K - $125K + realistic first year income with no experience, no cap on commissions

• 4-5 leads provided daily        • Top reps make $300K+ per year 

• An outgoing personality and positive attitude is a must

• No experience necessary - we offer extensive and ongoing sales training

• Valid driver’s license, dependable vehicle required

• Travel within Mpls-St Paul metro area        • Able to walk on roofs and handle ladders

To set up an interview, call 612-324-5048 Lic. #BC639341

 

 
 

PillarsSeniorLiving.com                             
Tour Today  |  952-401-7447 

 

Independent Living | Assisted Living            
Memory Care 


