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Parishioner Assistance Fund 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

It seems like it was years ago, but our Parish Gala this year was back on February 8th, with the theme of Hygge. I remember 
playing a game that night that was a Hygge game, which was essen!ally just asking people random ques!ons. One ques!on 
was if you could add a room to your house what would you add? (By the way I would add a napping room). Looking back at 
that night, I think it was a good experience to help us try to live this Hygge lifestyle of being relaxed and comfortable in a 
!me of uncertainty. 
 
At the gala, we also had a fund-a-need for financial assistance to parishioners who were in need. The goal of this fund is to 
help parishioners who are undergoing some sort of financial hardship due to a health issue, a loss of a job, or some other 
predicament. On the evening of February 8th we raised over $17,000 for this fund, which was $7,000 more than our goal. 
At the !me of the gala we did not know that so many people would be affected by the pandemic that the world is 
undergoing right now, but I am grateful for the generosity of so many. 
 
This financial assistance fund is available for parishioners, and was funded by your fellow parishioners. If you are in need of 
financial assistance during this !me, please reach out to me. I know that for so many of us it is hard to accept any sort of 
assistance, because we always think that someone else has a greater need than we do. However, when we look back at the 
history of the Catholic Church, we see that over and over again the Church has helped those in need, and those in need who 
have taken this help have, in turn, done great things for the Church. To request assistance, there is a form that you will need 
to fill out, but please rest assured that everything remains confiden!al. Forms are available on the Welcome Desk in the 
Gathering Place as well as on our website at h%p://www.stjohns-excelsior.org/parish/News/Links-Documents. 
 

I remember saying at the gala that those who donated may be in a posi!on one day where they will 
need assistance themselves. Once again, if you are in need, please reach out. I don’t know the needs 
of every parishioner, so if you do not reach out, there is no way that we can help. I con!nue to be 
amazed at the generosity of this parish in regards to helping those in need. Let’s con!nue to support 
the ICA Foodshelf, Southwest Op!ons for Women, and if you want to donate to the parishioner 
assistance fund, please let me know. Dona!ons to the fund can also be made online at  
h%ps://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/MN855.  
 
God Bless, 
Fr. Carlson 
 

 

Please note that the bulle!n has moved to an every-other-week format. Please follow ‘St. John the Bap!st 
Catholic Church & Montessori School, Excelsior MN’ on Facebook and stay tuned to our website for the latest! 
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Spiritual Communion 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

By Deacon Riley 
 

Over the past month or so, we have all been suffering together with the loss of the sacraments. Par!cipa!ng in Mass on TV is 
great, but it is s!ll missing something. The sacrament simply doesn’t “feel” the same. And that’s because it’s not. 
 

When we receive the Eucharist at Mass, there are many elements to it. First, and most obviously, we are truly receiving the 
body, blood, soul, and divinity of Jesus Christ. The same Jesus that we read about in the Gospels as walking on water and 
healing the sick enters into us in a very real way. St. Faus!na once noted that if angels were capable of envy, they would 
envy us being able to receive communion. 
 

A second, less obvious aspect of receiving communion is our unity as Chris!an people. When Father distributes hosts, each 
one of us is not receiving a different Jesus. Through the one Christ, we are all united to His mys!cal body. When we adore 
the Eucharist in adora!on, we are adoring the same Christ with all of the angels and saints, as well as everyone else around 
the world. 
 

This is the giZ that we can s!ll receive in televised or live-streamed Masses. As we pray our prayer of spiritual communion, 
we are praying for that same unity in love, through Jesus, that we have at Mass. As we pray the prayers of the Mass, we s!ll 
receive the graces that are present to us every week at St. John’s. And through our spiritual recep!on, we remain united as 
Chris!ans both in suffering and in sacrament. 
 

May God bless you, 
Deacon Riley Durkin 
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 Support Our  
Adver!sers 
_________________________________ 
 
Local businesses and sponsors who 
adver!se on our bulle!n need you 
now more than ever! Please  
encourage and remind others to  
show support during this !me! 
 
 

Community 
Needs 
_________________________________ 
 
THANK YOU for your con!nued  
support of ICA Foodshelf and 
SouthWest Op!ons for Women! 
Please con!nue to place your  
dona!ons in the bins labeled ICA 
and SWOW outside the Gathering 
Place entrance.  
 
 
 

Financial  
Support 
_________________________________ 
 

If you are not already enrolled in 
our online giving program, and your 
own financial status allows you to 
con!nue suppor!ng our work, we 
ask you to please consider  
registering today, you can go online 
to  faith.direct/MN855  
to ensure the con!nued opera!ons 
of our parish! Or you can mail in 
your weekly offertory giZ to the 
parish office. Thank you for your 
con!nued support! Stamped and 
addressed envelopes are also  
available in the Gathering Place for  
your convenience if you choose to 
mail in your dona!ons. 

Q & A Anoin!ng of the Sick During 
Covid-19 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The anoin!ng of the sick is administered to bring 
spiritual and even physical strength during an illness, 
especially near the !me of death. It is most likely one of 
the last sacraments one will receive. A sacrament is an 
outward sign established by Jesus Christ to confer 
inward grace. In more basic terms, it is a rite that is 
performed to convey God’s grace to the recipient, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 

The Catechism explains, “This sacred anoin!ng of the 
sick was ins!tuted by Christ our Lord as a true and 
proper sacrament of the New Testament. It is alluded 
to indeed by Mark, but is recommended to the faithful and promulgated by James 
the apostle and brother of the Lord” (CCC 1511; Mark 6:13; Jas. 5:14-15). 
 

Has Anything Changed During Covid-19? 
Parish priests and hospital chaplains administer the Sacrament of Anoin!ng to 
those in need. However, when a request is made to anoint a pa!ent in danger of 
death who either (1) has been diagnosed as COVID-posi!ve or COVID-
presump!ve, (2) is suffering from a flu-like or respiratory illness and has not 
tested COVID-nega!ve or (3) is living in a nursing home (due to the high 
prevalence of COVID in such facili!es) a trained priest from the COVID-19 
Anoin!ng Corps should be asked to administer the sacrament.  
 

How Can I Receive This Sacrament? 
If you have an urgent pastoral need, such as death or serious illness, please call 
the St. John’s Emergency Line at 952-474-8868 Op!on 1. We can help assess the 
situa!on and determine if a COVID-19 Anoin!ng Corps priest OR a parish priest is 
the best one to administer the sacrament to you. We will ask you or the person 
calling for you a few ques!ons regarding your situa!on, your type of residence, 
your address, and a phone number where you can be reached.  
 

Is there a way to support the ministry?  
Yes, through prayer. A text database is being developed that parishioners across 
the Archdiocese can sign up for. No informa!on about the pa!ent nor loca!on 
would be provided; just that a COVID pa!ent is being anointed somewhere in the 
Archdiocese. 
 

Text 'archspm-anoin!ng' to 55321 to receive a text each !me an Anoin!ng Corps 
priest is dispatched to administer the sacrament. Upon receipt of the text, join 
those in this ministry and commit to take a moment to pray: 
· One Our Father for the pa!ent who is in danger of death, as they prepare to 

meet our Heavenly Father face-to-face. 
· One Hail Mary for the pa!ent’s family and friends, asking the Blessed Mother, 

Our Lady of Sorrows, to intercede to comfort them. 
· One Glory Be in thanksgiving for the priest and for his protec!on, as well as 

the medical team a%ending to the pa!ent. 
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Weekly Prayer 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

R-*=3<+Q K@R 69- W--� @K M*> 2�69  
Sunday: Acts 8:5-8,14-17/Ps 66:1-7,16,20/1Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 
Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1-6,9/Jn 15:26-16:4a 
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-3,7-8/Jn 16:5-11 
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22-18:1/Ps 148:1-2,11-14/Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1-4/Jn 16:16-20 
Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3,6-9/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 
Friday: Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-7/Jn 16:20-23 
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3,8-10/Jn 16:23b-28 
 

R-*=3<+Q K@R 69- W--� @K M*> [�69 
Sunday Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3,6-9/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 
Monday: Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-7/Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11,20-21/Jn 17:1-11a 
Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68:29-30,33-36/Jn 17:11b-19 
Thursday: Acts 22:30;23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2,5,7-11/Jn 17:20-26 
Friday: Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2,11-12,19-20/Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday: Acts 28:16-20,30-31/Ps 11:4,5,7/Jn 21:20-25 
Next Sunday Pentecost Day: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1,24,29-31,34/1Cor 12:3b-7,12-13/Jn 20:19-23 
Next Sunday: Acts 8:5-8,14-17/Ps 66:1-7,16,20/1Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 

Mass  Inten!ons 
_______________________________________________________________________      

 

Pray for the Sick of  
Our Parish 

________________________________________________________ 
 

We invite you to keep in your daily prayers the 
sick and confined of our parish who seek God’s 

joy in their infirmity, in par!cular:  

· Elvera Hoops     
· Mary Rosa! 
· Viviana Wright   
· Margaret Davis  
· Kon Wurm 

· Ruth Colnar 
· Kathy Bedford 
· Diane Mar!nka 
· David Streeter 

Sat. May 16 8:00am 
5:00pm 

    Rod & Be%y Vacek 
    � Bob Peterson 

Sun. May 17 8:00am 
10:00am 

    Tom & Jennifer Rosensteel 
    For the Parish 

Mon. May 18       No Mass 

Tue. May 19 5:30pm     � � Don & Be%y Roy 

Wed. May 20 8:00am     � Howard Gans 

Thurs May 21 8:00am     Rod Vacek 

Fri. May 22 9:00am     School Supporters 

Sat. May 23 8:00am 
5:00pm 

    Spencer Nelson 
    For the Parish 

Sun.  May 24 8:00am 
10:00am 

    Joe Schmidt 
    Sarah Frazer 

Mon. May 25 9:00am      All Veterans & Those In  
     Military Service 

Tue. May 26 5:30pm     � Bob Peterson 

Wed. May 27 8:00am     Kathy Angus 

Thurs May 28 8:00am     Fred Champlin 

Fri. May 29 9:00am     Fr. Carlson (10 year  
    ordina!on anniversary) 

Sat. May 30 8:00am 
5:00pm 

    � Marlene Nicholson 
    Don & Nancy Shipman 

Sun.  May 31 8:00am 
10:00am 

    For the Parish 
    Fr. Andy McAlpin 

 

Memorial Day Mass 
________________________________________________________ 

 

We will offer a Mass on Memorial Day, Monday, 
May 25th at 9 am. Check our website and social 

media for more informa!on closer to the date to 
see if we are able to have the Mass at  

Resurrec!on Cemetery.  
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Stay updated with principal Angela Wroblewski’s blog! 
h!ps://ourjourneysjb.blogspot.com/  

Teacher Apprecia!on 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

We celebrated Teacher Apprecia!on week at the beginning of May. What a blessing to have 
such an amazing group of teachers who guide our children in learning! They work diligently, 
compassionately, and fervently to prepare students to live out the Gospel message, achieve 
academic excellence all the while modeling joy, virtue and reason.  
 

Thank you Ms. Cassie! 
How does one appreciate a 
person who chooses to Guide 
10 toddlers day in and day out 
but with constant awe and 
wonder?! Even with distance 
learning, she has figured out a 
way to con!nue Montessori 
educa!on for her students. 

Thank you Ms. Monica! 
Ms. Monica always seems to 
have a smile on her face. What 
joy and happiness she 
internally has when she is with 
the children. Her deep faith 
has inspired her students to 
pray even via technology! 

Thank you Ms. Christa! 
You would never know by Ms. 
Christa's work with the 
children that juggling being 
mom and Guide can be a 
challenge. Even with distance 
learning, the children are SO 
excited to work and they are 
daily inspired by what she is 
presen!ng! 

Thank you Mrs. Salonek! 
Even through distance learning 
she has inspired others by 
modeling what she hopes will 
inspire children. We are also so 
excited to celebrate with her 
the birth of baby Salonek this 
month! 

Thank you Mrs. 
Wermerskirchen! 
Mrs. W gives every moment of 
every day to the students and 
literally sits with them when 
they need support! She has 
taken on Mass music this year 
and has inspired all of E2 to 
want to more fully par!cipate in 
the school Mass. 

Thank you Mr. Barnhart! 
Mr. Barnhart has met this year's 
challenge day in and day out. 
He joyfully takes on any task - 
both big and small. He meets 
each student where they are in 
their educa!onal journey and 
even takes on teaching high 
school Geometry for some 
students.  

Thank you Ms. Rose Ann! 
While Ms. Rose Ann was not a 
Guide prior to distance 
learning, she has taken on the 
Guide role for those children 
who con!nue to come to 
childcare. Her though�ul work 
is a daily inspira!on. It is 
evident that she loves each and 
everyone of our students.  
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Rela!onship Iden!ty Mission 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Throughout the seven years I have worked in ministry, I have 
oZen been reminded of a beau!ful truth: God does not call 
the qualified. He qualifies the called. Some of the most 
powerful experiences of God moving in my life have been 
when I’ve stood facing my lack; and in seeing my weakness. 
God says “Yes, I will equip you. Take another step.” These 
moments have taught me a powerful spiritual lesson: first 

rela!onship, then iden!ty, and then mission follows.  
 

Our world tells us our iden!ty comes from the exact opposite place – that it is what 
we do (our mission) that tells us who we are. When we believe our worth comes from 
things that are external to us, our core iden!ty will never be stable. What will you 
believe when you lose your job? Or when you are diagnosed with a chronic illness? Or 
when you don’t make the team? Or you make a big mistake? Or when you no longer 
want to con!nue a hobby? If we put our iden!ty in things that we do or things that 
happen to us, it is flee!ng and con!nually changing. We become discouraged and 
quickly grasp for the next thing. 
 

The good news? This is not how God designed it to be! We can know who we are 
when we know whose we are. That sickness, job loss, or big mistake cannot shake our 
iden!ty! By remaining in rela!onship with the God who loves us, we will know ever 
deeper our sonship or daughtership in the Father. The truth of God’s goodness and 
care for us deepens our trust in Him, and proves Him loving in every circumstance – 
but we must spend !me with Him to be rooted in it. 
 

Then and only then, by living in rela!onship with the God of all truth, beauty, and 
goodness, are we able to see the mission He has for us. A plan that is life-giving and 
full of joy, where we get to watch Him provide and work miracles in our lives and the 
lives of those around us. 
 

Spend !me in prayer ge�ng to know the heart of your Father. Understand deeper who 
you are as a beloved son or daughter. And then, with complete freedom, step into the 
mission He has for your life, qualified or not. 
 

God bless you! ~ Taylor Gruber, Faith Forma!on Director 

 

Scripture  
Reflec!on for 

May 17th 
_________________________________ 

 
First Reading 

In Acts 2, Luke records how the  
Holy Spirit ini!ally descended upon 

the Jewish believers in Jerusalem. 
In today’s reading, we hear how the 
Holy Spirit also descended upon the 

Samaritans who believed in Jesus. 
What lesson do you think Luke is 

conveying to us? 
 

Second Reading 
Peter advocates for being prepared 
to defend the faith, even in the face 

of danger. How does one find the 
courage to defend the faith in a 

hos!le environment? 
 

Gospel Reading 
Jesus reveals to his disciples that 

the in!macy between himself, the 
Holy Spirit, and the Father can be 
shared with fellow believers. How 
do you experience the in!macy of 

our triune God? 
 
 

We closed out the Faith Formation year last week with a Virtual 
Bingo Party - thank you to all who joined us! Please continue to pray 

for our young people and their families this summer  
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St. John the Bap!st Catholic 
Church & Montessori School 

#SJBExcelsior 

Parish Offices 
_____________________________________________________ 
 

C9;RV9: (952) 474-8868   Fax: (952) 444-3474 
 

Pastor    Ext. 216 
Father Carlson                     fr.carlson@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Deacon 
Dcn Gary Hoffman          deacongary@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Parish Administrator  Ext. 204 
Andrea McMerty-Brummer   
                           amcmerty-brummer@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Accoun!ng   Ext. 203 
Christa Vassallo                    cvassallo@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Faith Forma!on   Ext. 207 
Taylor Gruber                         tgruber@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Communica!ons Coordinator  Ext. 208 
Sarah Reid                                    sreid@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Office & Cemetery Manager  Ext. 200 
Megan Adam                          madam@stjohns-excelsior.org 
 
 

School: (952) 474-5812  Fax: (952) 444-3474 
 

Principal    Ext. 301 
Angela Wroblewski      awroblewski@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Administra!ve  Assistant  Ext. 300 
Monica Benda               mbenda@stjohns-excelsior.org 
 
 

Parish Trustees: Barb Thomas, Mark Spaniol 
Finance Council Chair: Pat Johnson 
Parish Council Chair: Charlie Kanan 
 

C"##$%&'"((*) ,* "-:  0/1/23 

S;<=*>* 

P�*6- 

$15,702.00 

$110.00 

 $15,812.00 

YTD I(-"46,&'"( (,* "- 0/77/23) 

YTD B;=+-6 $747,107 

YTD AV6;*� $735,755 

A�@;<6 O�-R/(U<=-R B;=+-6) ($11,582) 

Tune in to our Livestream of Masses  
h ps://!nyurl.com/sjbyoutube 

 
Office is closed to the public so please call 952-474-8868 

and someone can assist you. 
 

Building Hours— 
Open for Prayer: 

Monday-Thursday 8:30am-9:00pm 
Friday 9:30am-9:00pm 

Saturday 8:30am-4:30pm 
Sunday 11:00am-5:00pm 

 
 

Text-to-Give 
________________________________________ 

 

St. John the Bap!st Catholic Church 
needs your support now more than 
ever! We are offering Text-to-Give! 

There is no cost to you, and the 
program provides a great benefit  

to our parish.  
 

Text $ amount to 952-209-7722 for a one !me giZ OR 
Text ENROLL to 952-209-7722 to set up recurring giZs.  

 

Stewardship Update 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Please note that fluctua!on in weekly giving is oZen due to  
variable !ming of annual stewardship giZs.  

C"##$%&'"((*) ,* "-:  0/77/23 

S;<=*>* 

P�*6- 

$6,130.00 

$248.00 

 $6,378.00 

The parish office will be closed to the public through at 
least May 18th. We will reevaluate at that !me, 
depending on future direc!on from the Governor. In 
the mean!me, staff will con!nue to be available to 
assist parishioners by phone and email. If you have an 
urgent pastoral need, such as death or serious illness, 
please call the Emergency Line at 952-474-8868  
Op!on 1.   
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Family Care Mini-Dental Implants
 Invisalign® Preferred Provider

Angie Weaver
Realtor, SRES
612.309.1166
angie@angieweaver.com

Large 3-Topping Pizza & 

16-piece Parmesan Bread 

Bites $8.99 CODE 3TFB

Carry-out only. You must ask for this limited time offer.

Order Online at www.dominos.com
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Winslow Monument Service

Teresa Winslow 
Owner, Design Specialist

(952) 368-7575 | www.wmsmonuments.com 

Family-owned Chaska business for over 20 years

Building Corporation

952-475-2097
• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens & Baths

Lic #2988

& Cremation Services
Excelsior Chapel  952-474-9595

www.huberfunerals.com

New Expanded 
Game Room! 

Great Breakfast  
(Sat. & Sun.)

tuttlesbowling.com 
107 Shady Oak Rd. • 952-938-4090

BOB 2040 West 65th St. 

PETERSON Excelsior, MN 55331

(952) 474-3327 • Cell (612) 867-1144

Pat Johnson 
Attorney At LAw

Personal Injury • Business Law

(612) 339-7566
120 S. 6th St. • Ste. 1515

Canadian Pacific Plaza, Minneapolis

Hurting after Abortion?

MARIAN PROJECT

Helping post-abortive 
 women & men 

heal the wounds of abortion.

Free Services    651-291-4515

Roofing • Siding • Windows 
25 years locally owned & operated

CHRIS HAGEN
612-272-5255 InclineExteriors.com

Bryan Kuffel, Account Executive 
p: 612.210.9904  c: 612.578.7888        bkuffel@riversidepayments.com

ACCEPT PAYMENTS ANYWHERE 
Complimentary analysis of your card  
processing program to ensure cost savings

Tom Abts 
General Manager

www.deerrungolf.com

 

 
 

PillarsSeniorLiving.com                             
Tour Today  |  952-401-7447 

 

Independent Living | Assisted Living            
Memory Care 


