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Make a Joyful Noise, Part 5 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
As promised, let’s chat more about Praise & Worship! Earlier in August, we talked about what Praise & 
Worship music is, and why it typically isn’t suitable for Mass, though it is s"ll a beau"ful way to pray 
and connect with the Lord. This week, I’d like to tackle another prac"cal aspect of this topic. 
 
When it comes to music in the church, we can boil it down to two op"ons: we can either try to be like 
the world, or be radically other. This week, let’s chat about op"on one! Yes, we could try to a#ract 
people by mimicking the music they hear in their everyday life, so their experience at Mass mirrors the 
rest of their week. Praise & Worship falls into this category, as it is professionally recorded with bands 
similar to other styles of music and o$en heard on the radio. This should make Mass a#rac"ve and 
comfortable, right? 
 
Well, not necessarily. If we try to be like the world, we are se%ng ourselves in compe""on with a 
mul"-billion dollar music industry. No ma#er how talented our musicians are (we are certainly blessed 
with many wonderful musicians!), a few local parishioners’ a#empted replica"on of professionally 
recorded music will pale in comparison 99% of the "me, and understandably so! Think about hearing a 
cover-band play your favorite secular style of music, whether it be country, pop, folk, or otherwise – 
it’s just not the same! Let me again stress, this does not speak to the talent of our musicians, but to 
the reality of the music industry and the unique style and voice of individual bands and ar"sts. 
 
Praise & Worship music is a wonderful avenue through which 
people are brought closer to Christ through the very sounds they 
are accustomed to in our modern world! However, a#emp"ng to 
replicate this music and insert it into Holy Mass simply doesn’t fare 
well, and it goes even deeper than compe"ng with the world. This 
is due to our second op"on, the nature of Liturgy as radically 
other, which we’ll dive into next week!   
 
Exultemus Domino, 
Kari Hoe$ ~ Director of Music, Liturgy and Youth Ministry 
 
*Keep posted monthly for Exultemus here at St. John’s! Adora"on, 
Praise and Worship like the one this weekend Saturday, September 
12th at 7pm on the back lawn. 
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 Prayer from St. Bonaventure to Our Lady of Sorrows  

 
O most holy Virgin, Mother of our Lord Jesus Christ: by the overwhelming grief you experienced 
when you witnessed the martyrdom, the crucifixion, and death of your divine Son, look upon me 
with eyes of compassion, and awaken in my heart a tender commisera"on for those sufferings, as 

well as a sincere detesta"on of my sins, in order that being disengaged from all undue affec"on 
for the passing joys of this earth, I may sigh a$er the eternal Jerusalem, and that henceforward all 

my thoughts and all my ac"ons may be directed towards this one most desirable object. 
 

Honor, glory, and love to our divine Lord Jesus, and to the holy and immaculate Mother of God. 
Amen.  

Reflec"on on Our Lady of Sorrows ~ September 15th 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mother Mary endured so much in life.  She endured suspicion and ridicule at the miraculous 
concep"on of her Savior.  She watched with a perfect motherly love as her Divine Son was 
rejected and misunderstood.  And she stood by Him in His agony and death.  And through it all, 
her motherly love was perfect and powerful.  She stands by us, also, in all that we endure in 
life.  And she gives us a perfect witness of love and compassion through her tender heart 
(See Diary #315). 
 
Ponder the heart of the Mother of God this day.  Ponder your Blessed Mother, the true mother 
of Jesus, as she loved her Son throughout His life.  Imagine the sword of sorrow that pierced her 
heart countless "mes.  And strive to understand the perfect and tender love with which she 
loved both her Son and those who treated Him so cruelly.  Seek her prayers, this day, to imitate 
her love and ask her to shower that love upon you.  She will not let you down. 
 
Dearest Mother, my Queen, please pray for me and help me to know your motherly care.  Help 
me to turn to you in all things so that I may receive the abundance of Mercy flowing from your 
pure heart.  Give me the grace to imitate your kindness and tenderness and to stand by all those 
who are in need.  Mother Mary, pray for us.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
Reflec"on may be found online here: h#ps://divinemercy.life/2020/03/18/reflec"on-79-our-
blessed-mother-of-sorrows-2/ 
 
 
While this is not a Holy Day of Obliga"on, please join us for daily Mass on Tuesday, September 15th at 5:30pm to celebrate  
Our Lady of Sorrows. 
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First Saturday 
Devo"ons 
________________________________________ 
 
Beginning October 3rd, we will 
once again have First Saturday  
Devo"ons at St. John’s! Please join 
us at 7:10am for a rosary before the 
8am Mass every first Saturday. 

 
Banns of  
Marriage are 
Announced 
________________________________________ 
 
Please pray for these couples as 
they prepare to receive the  
wonderful Sacrament of Marriage! 
 

October 3: Sarah Alexander and 
Maxwell Schmidt 
 
October 10: Lauren Torres and 
Ryan Schniepp   

 
 
Financial  
Support 
________________________________________ 
 

We prayerfully invite you to sign up 
for eGiving from your computer, 
smartphone or tablet and set up a 
recurring dona"on or make a one-
"me gi$. 
 

Sign up today by visi"ng 
faith.direct/MN855, or text ‘Enroll’ 
to 952-209-7722. 
 

Thank you for your con"nued  
support of our parish family.   
 
 

Gospel Medita"on—Forgiveness 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What right do we have to limit the amount 
and degree of forgiveness we show to 
others when we are so desperately in need 
of it ourselves? In not wan"ng someone 
who hurt us to downplay or forget the 
gravity of their wrong, we cling to anger, 
resentment, and wrath as a way of 
maintaining control. It is a way to 
acknowledge and express our deep hurt. 
We fail to realize that in doing so we hold 
ourselves hostage to these destruc"ve 
feelings and actually become mired in the 
bondage of sin. All we gain is further 
aliena"on from ourselves, others, and 
especially God. We are no longer free but tethered to all of this unresolved 
nega"vity. Don’t we really want to let it go? The fact is that we need to. 
 

A good self-reflec"ve posture will quickly show us that when the shoe is on the 
other foot and we are the ones in need of forgiveness, we desire it above anything 
else. This is especially true with our rela"onship with God. It is hypocri"cal to want 
one thing for ourselves and something else for another. Yet, many act in precisely 
this way. 
 

Perhaps we think that in offering forgiveness, even for the most grievous of wrongs, 
somehow excuses the person of their wrong and makes it almost acceptable. This is 
what makes revenge, retalia"on, and punishment so a#rac"ve. We see forgiveness 
as being an eraser that easily wipes away the offense without consequence. Or, we 
may believe that in offering forgiveness I must somehow forget the wrong and open 
myself as a vic"m of even greater possible hurts in the future. In fact, forgiving my 
sister or brother of their wrongful ac"ons or a%tudes involves none of this. It does 
not erase anything or posi"on me vulnerably as a doormat to be walked on. 
 

Forgiveness is an act of freedom that restores honest dialogue, shares true, and 
hear{elt feelings and acknowledges the consequences of an ac"on. It admits that 
the wrong has caused a hurt that must be healed and squarely posi"ons 
responsibility on the offender. The act of forgiveness recognizes our sinfulness and 
brokenness. It also admits that the most saintly among us is capable of doing very 
grave and deep harm to another person. It sees that we all can be vic"ms of our 
passions and works in progress that deserve unlimited chances to get it right. With 
forgiveness, I release myself from the bonds of nega"vity and pursue a path of 
restora"on, wholeness, and healing. I do not forget the wrong nor do I dismiss it. 
Some"mes, we have to stay far away from the one who hurt us. But we can s"ll heal 
internally and be free. 
 

For the one who wants to be forgiven and the one who needs offer forgiveness, the 
journey can be an adventure in learning what brought us to this place and what is 
needed to move forward. This is exactly how God treats us. Why would we not want 
to do the same for others? 
 
©LPi 
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Weekly Prayer  
_______________________________________________________________________   
R/+=@<-} ��B 68/ W//� �� S/�6/F�/B 0|, 3�3� 
Sunday: Sir 27:30-28:7/Ps 103:1-4,9-12/Rom 14:7-9/Mt 18:21-35 
Monday: Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1-2,34-38/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17 
Tuesday: 1Cor 12:12-14,27-31a/Ps 31:2-6,15-16,20/Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 
2:33-35 
Wednesday: 1Cor 12:31-13:13/Ps 33:2-5,12,22/Lk 7:31-35 
Thursday: 1Cor 15:1-11/Ps 118:1-2,16-17,28/Lk 7:36-50 
Friday: 1Cor 15:12-20/Ps 17:1,6-8,15/Lk 8:1-3 
Saturday: 1Cor 15:35-37,42-49/Ps 56:10-14/Lk 8:4-15 
Next Sunday: Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3,8-9,17-18/Phil 1:20c-24,27a/Mt 20:1-
16a 

Mass  Inten"ons 
_______________________________________________________________________      

 

Pray for the Sick of  
Our Parish 

________________________________________________________ 
 

We invite you to keep in your daily prayers the 
sick and confined of our parish who seek God’s 

joy in their infirmity, in par"cular:  

· Elvera Hoops     
· Mary Rosa" 
· Viviana Wright   
· Margaret Davis  
· Kon Wurm 
· Ruth Colnar 
· Kathy Bedford 

· Diane Mar"nka 
· David Streeter 
· Francis (Frank) 

McGinn  
· Roger “Pete”  

Hansen 

Sat. September 12 8:00am 
5:00pm 

 � William “Bud” Koch 
� � Edward & Laura Kapsner  

Sun. September 13 8:00am 
10:00am 

    For the Parish 
    Fr. Riley Durkin 

Mon. September 14      No Mass 

Tue. September 15 5:30pm     � Pa#y DuPont 

Wed. September 16 8:00am     � Eileen McGinn 

Thurs September 17 8:00am     Our Police and Military 

Fri. September 18 9:00am     � Michael Fri#s 

Sat. September 19 8:00am 
5:00pm 

 � Gene Tews 
  Lucille Carlson  

Sun.  September 20 8:00am 
10:00am 

    � Michael Renard 
    For the Parish 

Ques"ons of the Week 
_______________________________________________________________________      
 

First Reading 
The Jewish sage Sirach warns of the dangers of wrath, anger, and 
vengeance, urging rather forgiveness and pardon. How do you see this as 
the recipe for peace of mind? 
Second Reading 
Paul urges Chris"ans in Rome to “live and die for Christ.” How do you 
make Christ the ul"mate concern in life? 
Gospel Reading 
The parable of the unforgiving servant teaches us that forgiveness ought 
to be reciprocal. What does this tell us about divine jus"ce? 
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Middle School Retreat 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

To start the year, St. John the Bap"st Catholic 
Montessori School adolescents teamed up with 
The Way of the Shepherd Catholic Montessori 
School adolescents for a retreat! They built 
raised garden beds for the Children's House, 
cooked dinner over a bonfire, kayaked on Lake 
Minnetonka, and had the opportunity for Mass 
and confession on Friday morning. They 
wanted to send a special thank you to 
everyone at the parish who made this possible! Here are a few photos from their 
retreat at St. John’s. 

 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd  
(CGS) Level 1 
Community Atrium in the School 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Level 1 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) is for children ages 3-6 (Preschool, 
Kindergarten) and will meet in the school on Mondays from 9:00am - 10:30am 
 

Children in Level I spend "me enjoying and 
nurturing a rela"onship with the Good 
Shepherd. They are deeply affected by the 
boundless love of the shepherd for His sheep, as 
described in Scriptures. They learn that He 
knows His sheep, calls them by name, searches 
for a lost sheep, and celebrates the found 
sheep. Materials and presenta"ons on the life of 
Christ and His teachings help to make the great mystery of who God is more 
understandable for the child. 
 

Fees for Parishioners: $225 Fees for non-Parishioners: $250 
*This class has more sessions on the calendar than the Tuesday night Level 1 class. 
First class meets on September 14th and runs through May 24th. 
You can register online here  h"ps://permission.click/LE36A/us#/informa$on 

 
 
 

Aim Higher 
Founda"on’s 
Night of Light 

Event 
_________________________________________ 

 

Join the Aim Higher Founda"on for 
their Virtual Fundraiser on Friday, 

October 9th 6:00-7:00pm 
 

The Aim Higher Founda"on seeks to 
ensure that all children can access 

the life-changing benefits of a 
Catholic educa"on. Since 2012, they 

have provided more than 10,000 
scholarships to children, worth 

more than $8.5 million, to a#end a 
Catholic school. The Night of Light 

celebra"on is the metro area's 
premier fundraising event providing 

direct support to children at all K-8 
Catholic schools in the Archdiocese.  

 
Funds raised at the Night of Light 
help us provide tui"on-assistance 

scholarships to the nearly 
2,000 children we serve across the 

greater Twin Ci"es area. Guests 
who RSVP prior to October 1 will 

receive a special gi$ from Aim 
Higher before the event.  

Registra"on can be found here: 
h"ps://nightoflight.info/ 

 
For more informa"on, you may also 

contact Ricky Aus"n at  
612-819-6711 ext 102 or 

 raus$n@aimhigherfounda$on.org. 
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Join us for a 
Bonfire! 

_______________________________________ 
 

Saturday, September 12th:  
High School, a$er P&W/Adora"on 
h"ps://permission.click/523BK/us  

 
Friday, September 18th:  

Middle School (Gr 6-8), at 7pm 
h"ps://permission.click/WlDwZ/us  

 
Saturday, September 19th:  

HS mission trip reunion bonfire,  
off campus 

 
 

*Come join us for some 
socially distanced bonfires! 

We'll be hanging out with 
Will and Kari, our new Faith 

Forma$on crew for some 
music, games and 

shenanigans. Bring snacks/
drinks/lawn chairs/friends. 

Feel free to also bring a 
Frisbee, football, guitar or 
anything else fun! Spread 

the word.  

Faith Forma"on Registra"on Closes 
September 18th 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

We are so excited for the Faith Forma"on year to begin soon! 
 

We will meet for in-person classes. Families have the op"on to do learning from 
home. If you haven't already, please register for Tuesday/Wednesday night classes 
and Sacramental Prepara"on! The deadline to register is Friday, September 18th. 
You can register your child(ren) online at: 
h"ps://permission.click/LE36A/us#/informa$on 
 

Parishioner fee is $175/child.  
 

Adult Small Group Bible Study 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sign up for our fall small group adult Bible study. We will meet socially-distanced, in 
person at St. John's. Our topic is Salva"on. We will offer Monday evenings at 6:30pm 
and Tuesday mornings at 9:15am op"ons.  
 

More informa"on can be found on our website here www.stjohns-excelsior.org/
parish/Faith-Forma$on/Adult-Forma$on 
 

Registra"on forms are online and at the Welcome Desk in the Gathering Place. 
 

The Fall study begins the first week of October. Please register by September 20th.  

Rite of Chris"an Ini"a"on of Adults 
RCIA  
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

St. John's offers an RCIA class each fall for those interested in learning about and 
joining the Catholic faith. The classes are also open to current Catholics who simply 
want to learn more about their faith. Please contact the parish office for more 
informa"on and to sign up 952-474-8868. 

Important Faith Forma"on Dates: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tuesday, September 22nd at 7pm Confirma"on Year 2 parent/candidate mee"ng 
Thursday, September 24th at 7pm Confirma"on Year 1 orienta"on for parents and 
candidates 
Tuesday, September 29th at 7pm First Sacraments (Reconcilia"on and First 
Communion) orienta"on mee"ng for parents only 
Wednesday, September 30th at 6:30pm Faith Forma"on Kickoff & Mass for all 
registered in Faith Forma"on this year 
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Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil.………………………..5:00pm 
Sunday.…………………………..….….8:00am 
……………………………………..……..10:00am 
Tuesdays…………………….…….…...5:30pm 
Wednesdays, Thursdays…….…..8:00am 
Friday (School Mass)……………...9:00am 
Saturdays…………………………...….8:00am 
(Holy Days and Holidays—see bulle!n 
Or call Parish Office) 
 

Resurrec!on Cemetery 
5555 Covington Rd, Shorewood, MN 55331 

Sacrament of Confession  
Tuesdays……...…………………….…..5:00pm 
Wednesdays, Thursdays………....7:30am 
Fridays.……………………………...…...8:30am 
Saturdays.…………………..…..8:30-9:30am 
……………………………………....3:30-4:30pm 
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Couples must call Fr. Carlson 6 months in advance 

Sacrament of Bap!sm 
Please call the Parish Office 2 months prior to 
child’s birth. Required classes held regularly. 

A local Victim Assistance Coordinator is available to help you or anyone who has been abused or  
victimized by someone representing the Catholic Church.  

Victim Assistance Hotline: (651)291-4497  

St. John the Bap!st Catholic 
Church & Montessori School 

#SJBExcelsior 

Loca"on of St. John’s AED 
In case of an emergency, the AED is located in 
the Gathering Place to the right of the  
elevator. 

Parish Offices 
_____________________________________________________ 
 

C8;B�8: (952) 474-8868   Fax: (952) 444-3474 
 

Pastor     Ext. 216 
Father Carlson                     fr.carlson@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Deacon 
Dcn Gary Hoffman          deacongary@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Parish Administrator   Ext. 204 
Andrea McMerty-Brummer   
                           amcmerty-brummer@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Accoun"ng    Ext. 203 
Christa Vassallo                    cvassallo@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Director of Faith Forma"on   Ext. 207 
Will Beardmore              wbeardmore@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Director of Music, Liturgy & Youth Ministry Ext 206 
Kari Hoe$                  khoe$@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Communica"ons Coordinator   Ext. 208 
Sarah Reid                                    sreid@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Office & Cemetery Manager   Ext. 200 
Megan Adam                          madam@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Lead Maintenance Technician   Ext. 205 
Mike Pylka                mpylka@stjohns-excelsior.org 
 
 

School: (952) 474-5812  Fax: (952) 444-3474 
 

Principal     Ext. 301 
Angela Wroblewski      awroblewski@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Administra"ve  Assistant   Ext. 300 
Monica Benda               mbenda@stjohns-excelsior.org 
 
 

Parish Trustees: Barb Thomas, Mark Spaniol 
Finance Council Chair: Pat Johnson 
Parish Council Chair: Charlie Kanan 

Tune in to our Livestream of Masses  
h"ps://$nyurl.com/sjbyoutube 

 

The church office is open to the public, but we ask that you make an appointment. 
All  church office visitors will ring the bell and wait for assistance as we will not staff 
the front desk. Unscheduled visitors are not allowed into the school buildings at this 

"me, but the office is open.  
 

Building Hours—Open for Prayer: 
Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm 

Saturday 8:00am-6:00pm 
Sunday 8:00am-12:00pm 

 

Outdoor Mass—Tune in to 94.1 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

During the 10 am Outdoor Mass, if you park on the back lawn and 
decide to stay in your car with your windows up, please tune in to FM 
94.1 to listen to Mass. This will be a great op"on as the weather gets 

colder. *Note that you need to be in close range for the radio sta$on to 
pick up our broadcast; anywhere on the back lawn works very well.  

 

Stewardship Update 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

*Please note that fluctua"on in weekly giving is o$en due to  
variable "ming of annual stewardship gi$s.  

YTD I(+-<=>?O-( (>R -+ U/V/X[) 

YTD B;=-/6 $121,701.00 

YTD A�6;+� $162,307.00 

AF�;<6 O�/B/(U<=/B B;=-/6) $40,606.00 

C-\\]^?O-((R) >R -+:  U/V/X[ 

S;<=+>* 

P�+6/ 

$9,437.00 

$185.00 

 $9,622.20 
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