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Cateche cal Sunday—September 20th 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Catechists, 
 

Know that today, and every day throughout this coming year, you have the prayers and spiritual 
protec on of the St. John’s community, and of the en re Catholic Church, all the angels, all the saints, 
and of God Himself. You’ve received the great calling of “Catechist,” and as such, you are called to 
con nue in a long line of predecessors, spanning thousands of years and countless parishes in 
hundreds of different countries. You will be asked to act as a professor, a caregiver, an entertainer, a 
spiritual parent, a flag-bearer, and a model for what it means to be a living Catholic saint. 
 
Each student in your classroom is a saint-in-the-making, des ned for greatness beyond our imagina on. 
It’s your job to guide them to a place where they can fall madly in love with Christ in the Eucharist. It’s 
your job to provide them the ability to hear the deafening peace of the Holy Spirit in the silence of 
their hearts. It’s your job to expose them to the uncondi onal love of the Father, and to help them 
realize their iden ty as children of the God of the Universe. 
 
Those of you who have taken on this role in years past realize, I hope, that the hardest part of being a 
catechist is reminding yourself that these children are closer to God than we are, and that all of the 
above-men oned lessons are actually lessons for us. They’re lessons that we can learn so much more 
deeply and profoundly and purely by listening to God’s voice spoken through God’s children. You have 
the opportunity to regularly foster deep conversa ons with the purest of heart. What an invaluable gi$! 
What an inexpressibly beau ful ministry! How great is God that He’s given you such an impossible 
burden, only to gi$ you with otherwise unobtainable riches? 
 
Remember, then, that the memorized order of the Works of Mercy, the Scripture verses, the 
Catechism quotes, and the colors of vestments etc. are all wildly valuable tools, but so distantly 
secondary to the above lessons. Use the la&er only in light of the former. Your job, your calling, is to 
help them pursue truth, and nothing else. Your goal each week is to allow God to use you to lead them 
to Love Incarnate, and nothing else. So be not afraid, ask for help, and trust in the God of Joy who loves 
you. 
 
God Bless You, 
Will Beardmore 
Director of Faith Forma on 
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A Prayer for  
Catechists 

Join us today in praying for all our 
catechists. We will have a special 

blessing during the 10am Mass for 
all our teachers of the faith. 

 
 

O God our Heavenly Father, you 
have given us the gi$ of these  
catechists to be heralds of the  
Gospel to our parish family.  

 
We li$ them up to you in  
thanksgiving and intercede  
for them in concerning their  

hopes and needs. 
 

May we be a&en ve to the  
presence of your Word in them,  
a Word that li$s up and affirms,  

calls forth and challenges,  
is compassionate and consoles. 

 
We pray that our parish family will 
always be blessed with those who 
have responded to the call to share 
in Christ’s prophe c mission as  

catechists. 
 

May we too be open to 
the universal call to service 

that Christ addresses  to all of his 
disciples, contribu ng our 
gi$s to the communion 
of faith, the Church. 

 
We ask in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
 

Prayer source: www.usccb.org 

Humility 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In my  me in seminary, I wore long robes, gave speeches at formal events, dined 
with CEOs, and was trusted as an “adopted” member of mul ple families. I had just 
turned 19. People gave me an awful lot of a&en on and respect and confidence, 
only months out of high school. Who was I? I was just some kid. And naturally, it 
went to my head a bit. I started ac ng more formal, using stronger words, and 
playing a role that wasn’t me. Then I found this prayer. The Litany of Humility (see 
below). Boy oh boy was it a punch in the gut! I was only there because I was following 
what God asked me to do, not because I had a lick of business sense or poli cal 
charm or wisdom beyond that of a shrew. I was just a kid. And I’m s ll just a kid. 
And so are you. So, give this short litany a try. If you think you don’t need it, then 
you absolutely do. 
 

~ Will Beardmore 
Director of Faith Forma on  
 
 
 

Litany of Humility 
 

O Jesus! meek and humble of heart, Hear me. 
From the desire of being esteemed, 
Deliver me, Jesus. (repeat a$er each line) 
From the desire of being loved, 
From the desire of being extolled, 
From the desire of being honored, 
From the desire of being praised, 
From the desire of being preferred to others, 
From the desire of being consulted, 
From the desire of being approved, 
From the fear of being humiliated, 
From the fear of being despised, 
From the fear of suffering rebukes, 
From the fear of being calumniated, 
From the fear of being forgo&en, 
From the fear of being ridiculed, 
From the fear of being wronged, 
From the fear of being suspected, 
That others may be loved more than I, 
Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. (repeat a$er each line) 
That others may be esteemed more than I, 
That, in the opinion of the world, 
others may increase and I may decrease, 
That others may be chosen and I set aside, 
That others may be praised and I unno ced, 
That others may be preferred to me in everything, 
That others may become holier than I, provided that I may become as holy as I 
should, Amen  
 
Prayer source: www.ourcatholicprayers.com/litany-of-humility.html 
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Financial  
Support 
________________________________________ 
 

We prayerfully invite you to sign up 
for eGiving from your computer, 
smartphone or tablet and set up a 
recurring dona on or make a one-
 me gi$. 
 

Sign up today by visi ng 
faith.direct/MN855, or text ‘Enroll’ 
to 952-209-7722. 
 

Thank you for your con nued  
support of our parish family.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Banns of  
Marriage are 
Announced 
________________________________________ 
 
Please pray for these couples as 
they prepare to receive the  
wonderful Sacrament of Marriage! 
 

October 3: Sarah Alexander and 
Maxwell Schmidt 
 
October 10: Lauren Torres and 
Ryan Schniepp   

Cemetery Update 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Autumn is just around the corner, so it's  me to remove flower pots, stands, and 
other items from Resurrec on Cemetery. The last date for removal is Thursday, 
October 1st. We conduct a full fall clean-up of the grounds before it snows, so please 
mark that date on your calendar. We do not have on-site storage. Items can be 
returned to the cemetery on May 1st. Evergreen wreaths on wire stands (no 
Christmas trees) are permi&ed from November through March. Please contact  
Megan Adam with any ques ons at (952) 474-8868. 

First Saturday Devo ons 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Beginning October 3rd, we will once again have First Saturday  
Devo ons at St. John’s! Please join us at 7:10am for a rosary 
before the 8am Mass every first Saturday. 

Homilies on Podcast 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
We have exci ng news! You can now listen to Fr. Carlson's 
homilies via podcast! Find sjbexcelsior on Apple Podcast and 
subscribe. 
 

We will con nue to expand and add parent enrichment 
talks and faith forma on content! Stay tuned... 
 

Father Carlson on Retreat October 5-9 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Fr. Carlson will be on retreat the week of October 5th. School Mass will be held on 
Friday, October 9th. There will be no daily Mass or confessions on the following 
dates:  
Tuesday, October 6th  
Wednesday, October 7th  
Thursday, October 8th 
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Weekly Prayer  
_______________________________________________________________________   
R*'796){ |}: 34* W**� }| S*�3*;�*: /�, /�/� 
Sunday: Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3,8-9,17-18/Phil 1:20c-24,27a/Mt 20:1-16a 
Monday: Eph 4:1-7,11-13/Ps 19:2-5/Mt 9:9-13 
Tuesday: Prv 21:1-6,10-13/Ps 119:1,27, 30,34-35,44/Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday: Prv 30:5-9/Ps 119:29,72,89,101,104,163/Lk 9:1-6 
Thursday: Eccl 1:2-11/Ps 90:3-6,12-14,17/Lk 9:7-9 
Friday: Eccl 3:1-11/Ps 144:1-4/Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday: Eccl 11:9-12:8/Ps 90:3-6,12-14,17/Lk 9:43b-45 
Next Sunday: Ez 18:25-28/Ps 25:4-9/Phil 2:1-11/Mt 21:28-32 

Mass  Inten ons 
_______________________________________________________________________      

 

Pray for the Sick of  
Our Parish 

________________________________________________________ 
 

We invite you to keep in your daily prayers the 
sick and confined of our parish who seek God’s 

joy in their infirmity, in par cular:  

· Elvera Hoops     
· Mary Rosa  
· Viviana Wright   
· Margaret Davis  
· Kon Wurm 
· Ruth Colnar 

· Kathy Bedford 
· Diane Mar nka 
· David Streeter 
· Roger “Pete”  

Hansen 

Sat. September 19 8:00am 
5:00pm 

 � Gene Tews 
  Lucille Carlson  

Sun. September 20 8:00am 
10:00am 

    � Michael Renard 
    For the Parish 

Mon. September 21      No Mass 

Tue. September 22 5:30pm     Brian Garanich 

Wed. September 23 8:00am     � Audrey Cronick 

Thurs September 24 8:00am     Morrie & Alice Luethner 

Fri. September 25 9:00am     � � George & Blanche Harris 

Sat. September 26 8:00am 
5:00pm 

 Paul Johnson 
 For the Parish  

Sun.  September 27 8:00am 
10:00am 

    � Stephen Bortscheller 
    � Bob Peterson 

Ques ons of the Week 
_______________________________________________________________________      
 

First Reading 
While s ll in cap vity in Babylon, Isaiah urged the Israelites to seek the 
Lord, for the Lord is near even in exile. When have you felt the Lord’s 
presence in dark periods of your life?  
Second Reading 
In his le&er to the Philippians wri&en from prison and toward the end of 
his life, Paul reflects on his spiritual dilemma between life and death. 
How do you work through spiritual dilemmas? 
Gospel Reading 
Jesus’ parable of the workers in the vineyard of the Lord offers us 
important insights into the Kingdom of Heaven and God’s generosity. To 
whom do you think this parable is unse&ling? 
© LPi 
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St. John the Bap st Catholic Montessori School 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Guided by our Roman Catholic faith, St. John the Bap!st Catholic Montessori School prepares 
students to live our the Gospel message, achieve academic excellence, and joyfully lead by 
faith, virtue and reason. 

The Atrium 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

It’s Cateche cal Sunday, so we wanted to share with you more about the 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Faith Forma on program we have at St. John 
the Bap st Catholic Montessori School. Designed by Maria Montessori, and 
further developed in the 1950ʹs by Sophia Cavale� and Gianna Gobi, the 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a unique program founded in both Sacred 
Scripture and Liturgy and rich with the spiritual teachings and tradi ons of the 
Roman Catholic Church. Level 1 is designed for children ages 3-6, and Level II and 
III, also referred to as The True Vine, are for elementary children ages 6-9 and  
9-12, respec vely.  
 

The Catechesis proclaims the message of Jesus to children by presen ng His 
parables in a Montessori learning environment. Preschool children are a&racted 
to the Good Shepherd’s abiding love for His sheep. They develop a special love 
for Jesus, the Good Shepherd, even before they realize that they are the sheep. 
The children hear the Bible story in the words of the catechist, using actual 
scripture verses, and discuss and reflect on what they heard. Materials that 
accompany the teachings are available for the children to re-enact the story. 
 

Level II (1st-3rd grade) builds on the covenantal love between God and His 
children, but adds the element of the merciful, forgiving love of Jesus and calls for 
a response from the children. Older children receive medita ons to enhance their 
prepara on for the sacraments of Reconcilia on, Holy Eucharist, and 
Confirma on. 
 
Level III (4th grade and older) focuses on the plan of God to join all people 
together. The child focuses on God’s generosity and the responsibili es that 
accompany His gi$s. They pose the ques on, ”What is my place in the Kingdom 
of God?” 
 

"The atrium is an environment which is carefully prepared to foster the religious 
life of the child. The materials and images placed there help the child to 
concentrate and reflect; thus, they nurture the child's natural capacity for 
contempla on." ~ Gianna Gobbi  
 

We also want to give a  huge and hear�elt THANK YOU to our school Atrium 
Catechists: Carolyn Kohlhaas, Rebecca Gust, Tami Dieringer, and MaryGrace Franz 
as well as ALL our Montessori Guides and Assistants!  
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Youth Ministry 
Ideas Welcome! 
_______________________________________ 

 

"The heart of man plans his 
way, but the Lord establishes 

his steps." - Proverbs 16:9 

Have you ever heard the old 
saying “When you make 

plans, God laughs!”? Though 
God certainly isn’t comically 

laughing at our current 
situa on, our usual 

rou nes are looking quite 
different than we’re used to. 
But God is s ll here, and he’s 
s ll working in our lives, so 

long as we allow it. 

Do YOU have any ideas on 
how we can con nue to 

foster deeper community, 
support, and forma on in our 

parish this fall/winter? We 
would love to hear them!  
Talk to Kari a$er Mass or 

send her an email 
at khoe$@stjohns-

excelsior.org!  

Faith Forma on Registra on Has Closed 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please contact Our Director of Faith Forma on, Will Beardmore, if you s ll want to 
register in Faith Forma on this year. We have some in-person spots s ll available and 
can arrange for at-home learning. Please call 952-474-8868 ext. 207. 
 

 

Make a Joyful Noise, Part 6 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Last week we talked about our first op on when it comes to music in the church – 
trying to replicate the music of our modern culture. 
 

Our second op on is to be radically other. Let’s be honest – the Church is nothing less 
than radically other! If our lives are indis nguishable from any other modern-day non-
Chris ans, than we most certainly are not living the Gospel. The liturgy is a beau ful 
example of this other-ness. 
 

If a non-Chris an wandered into Mass one day, it would likely seem very strange and 
other-worldly. But rather than being a weakness, this is precisely our beauty and 
strength! Though we exist in the world, we are not of this world. No ma&er how the 
world may shi$ and change, the Church will always stay the same, a safe haven to 
believers. Again, this isn’t to say we ought not speak to the heart of modern man, as  
St. John Paul II would put it, but we never want to do so at the expense of our iden ty 
as Church! 
 

Now back to music. When you hear an organ, what is the first thing you think 
of? Church. How about when you hear Gregorian chant? Church. By and large, we only 
hear organ and chant either at Mass, or in faith-related se�ngs. Thus, when we hear 
them, our minds ins nc vely turn towards the Sacred, towards the radical otherness of 
our faith. Praise and Worship, though powerful, does not share this incredible quality. 
Rather, the opposite is true, since its goal is to reflect the music of the modern world! 
 

You might be thinking, “Okay, so organ and chant make you think of church because 
they’re old, that’s all.” But boy oh boy let me tell you, that is definitely not all! So hold 
that thought un l next week, and prepare to dig even deeper! 
 

Exultemus Domino, 
Kari Hoe$ ~ Director of Music, Liturgy and Youth Ministry 

Important Faith Forma on Dates: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tuesday, September 22nd at 7pm Confirma on Year 2 parent/candidate mee ng 
Thursday, September 24th at 7pm Confirma on Year 1 orienta on for parents and 
candidates 
Tuesday, September 29th at 7pm First Sacraments (Reconcilia on and First 
Communion) orienta on mee ng for parents only 
Wednesday, September 30th at 6:30pm Faith Forma on Kickoff & Mass for all 
registered in Faith Forma on this year 
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Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil.………………………..5:00pm 
Sunday.…………………………..….….8:00am 
……………………………………..……..10:00am 
Tuesdays…………………….…….…...5:30pm 
Wednesdays, Thursdays…….…..8:00am 
Friday (School Mass)……………...9:00am 
Saturdays…………………………...….8:00am 
(Holy Days and Holidays—see bulle!n 
Or call Parish Office) 
 

Resurrec!on Cemetery 
5555 Covington Rd, Shorewood, MN 55331 

Sacrament of Confession  
Tuesdays……...…………………….…..5:00pm 
Wednesdays, Thursdays………....7:30am 
Fridays.……………………………...…...8:30am 
Saturdays.…………………..…..8:30-9:30am 
……………………………………....3:30-4:30pm 
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Couples must call Fr. Carlson 6 months in advance 

Sacrament of Bap!sm 
Please call the Parish Office 2 months prior to 
child’s birth. Required classes held regularly. 

A local Victim Assistance Coordinator is available to help you or anyone who has been abused or  
victimized by someone representing the Catholic Church.  

Victim Assistance Hotline: (651)291-4497  

St. John the Bap!st Catholic 
Church & Montessori School 

#SJBExcelsior 

Loca on of St. John’s AED 
In case of an emergency, the AED is located in 
the Gathering Place to the right of the  
elevator. 

Parish Offices 
_____________________________________________________ 
 

C45:�4: (952) 474-8868   Fax: (952) 444-3474 
 

Pastor     Ext. 216 
Father Carlson                     fr.carlson@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Deacon 
Dcn Gary Hoffman          deacongary@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Parish Administrator   Ext. 204 
Andrea McMerty-Brummer   
                           amcmerty-brummer@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Accoun ng    Ext. 203 
Christa Vassallo                    cvassallo@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Director of Faith Forma on   Ext. 207 
Will Beardmore              wbeardmore@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Director of Music, Liturgy & Youth Ministry Ext 206 
Kari Hoe$                  khoe$@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Communica ons Coordinator   Ext. 208 
Sarah Reid                                    sreid@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Office & Cemetery Manager   Ext. 200 
Megan Adam                          madam@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Lead Maintenance Technician   Ext. 205 
Mike Pylka                mpylka@stjohns-excelsior.org 
 
 

School: (952) 474-5812  Fax: (952) 444-3474 
 

Principal     Ext. 301 
Angela Wroblewski      awroblewski@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Administra ve  Assistant   Ext. 300 
Monica Benda               mbenda@stjohns-excelsior.org 
 
 

Parish Trustees: Barb Thomas, Mark Spaniol 
Finance Council Chair: Pat Johnson 
Parish Council Chair: Charlie Kanan 

Tune in to our Livestream of Masses  
h#ps://!nyurl.com/sjbyoutube 

 

The church office is open to the public, but we ask that you make an appointment. 
All  church office visitors will ring the bell and wait for assistance as we will not staff 
the front desk. Unscheduled visitors are not allowed into the school buildings at this 

 me, but the office is open.  
 

Building Hours—Open for Prayer: 
Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm 

Saturday 8:00am-6:00pm 
Sunday 8:00am-12:00pm 

 

Outdoor Mass—Tune in to 94.1 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

During the 10 am Outdoor Mass, if you park on the back lawn and 
decide to stay in your car with your windows up, please tune in to FM 
94.1 to listen to Mass. This will be a great op on as the weather gets 

colder. *Note that you need to be in close range for the radio sta!on to 
pick up our broadcast; anywhere on the back lawn works very well.  

 

Stewardship Update 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

*Please note that fluctua on in weekly giving is o$en due to  
variable  ming of annual stewardship gi$s.  

YTD I$%&'+-3<&$ (-= &% >/?@/AE) 

YTD B57)*3 $129,701.00 

YTD A�35'� $170,093.00 

A;}563 O�*:/(U67*: B57)*3) $40,392.00 

C&FFHK3<&$(=) -= &%:  >/?@/AE 

S567'8* 

P�'3* 

$7,657.00 

$129.00 

 $7,786.00 
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