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Faith, Hope & Healing 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

This weekend we have a wonderful set of Scriptures to help us dive deeper into our 
Faith, Hope & Healing Offertory Stewardship appeal. Almost like we planned it!  
 

In the first reading, we are reminded in Exodus of our duty to care for the most 
vulnerable among us, the foreigner, the widow, the orphan, the poor. In the Psalm we 
cry out to God our rock, our salva$on, our deliverer, and proclaim our love for Him, our 
strength, our stronghold. And in the second reading from First Thessalonians, St. Paul 
praises the community of Thessalonica as “[they] became imitators of [the Apostles] 
and of the Lord, receiving the word in great afflic$on, with joy from the Holy Spirit, so 
that [they] became a model for all the believers. All leading to our Gospel from St. 
Ma'hew, reminding us of the Greatest Commandment:  
 

You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
mind. This is the greatest and the first commandment. The second is like it: You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself. The whole law and the prophets depend on these two 
commandments. 
 

The Scriptures of the day speak directly to our theme this year of Faith, Hope & Healing
---Our call to share the Gospel, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, even in $mes of struggle. 
The hope we find in God our stronghold and share with others in our outreach and 
service to our brothers in sisters in need. The healing that can only be found in the 
Lord, our salva$on, and that we bring to others when we enter into their suffering and 
accompany them.  
 

In the mailing you received this week, you can see the many ways that we are called, 
individually and as a parish community, to engage our Faith, Hope & Healing. I ask that 
you pray for our neighbors, our community, our leaders, both church and government, 
our health care workers, those who are sick, and those who have died. I invite you to 
remain hopeful and inspire hope in others. Reach out to friends and family with a hope-
filled text, email, or le'er, take a meal to a neighbor, spend $me with the Lord in 
prayer. And lastly, I ask you to con$nue to generously support the work of the church, 
as we con$nue to pursue our mission and exercise our ministries to support the 
physical and spiritual needs of our parishioners, friends, neighbors and community.  
 

As we heard last week from parishioner and Finance Council Chair, Pat Johnson, and 
review in our Faith, Hope & Healing informa$on packet, the financial needs of our 
parish community con$nue to grow. While the world has slowed down in many ways 
during the past 7 months, the work of our parish ministries con$nues, and in many 
ways, has increased as we innovate and adapt to find ways to worship, educate, 
accompany and witness during the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Thank you for celebra$ng Commitment 
Sunday with us this weekend. Your  

commitment to our parish through 
our Faith, Hope & Healing Program 

will con$nue to bring life to our  
community. If comple$ng your  

Commitment Card was not possible at 
Mass, you may visit our parish website 

at www.stjohns-excelsior.org/parish/
Stewardship and complete an  

electronic Commitment Card or you 
can mail your card to the church. 

 

Electronic giving is the preferred, easy, 
safe and secure way to give to our  

parish. To schedule a recurring  
electronic gi( directly from your bank 
account or credit card, please visit our 

website and follow the  
instruc$ons. We appreciate all  

parishioners using this means to  
support our parish. You may Enroll  

electronically online at  
faith.direct/MN855 

 

Our goal is 100% par$cipa$on! Thank 
you for your generosity and support of  

St. John’s Catholic Parish! 

Con"nued on Page 2 
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All Souls Day 
_______________________________________ 

 

Our annual Mass in memory of loved 
ones who have passed away in the 
past year will be held on Monday, 

November 2nd at 6:00pm.  
We remember those parishioners 

who have died, and this year would 
like to also remember those parents, 

children and siblings of members of 
our church family. 

If you lost a parent, child or sibling in 
the past year and would like to have 

them remembered at this special 
Mass, please call the church office at 

952-474-8868 to provide the name 
and RSVP for Mass. 

Make a Joyful Noise 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Last week we learned about the need for music to be liturgically fiXng for both 
the day and season of a given Mass. Part of this includes avoiding lyrics (more 
properly called text) that contain theological errors, whether obvious or more 
veiled. I planned on giving just one example, but then this exact situa$on 
popped up a few days later! 

As I was planning for the weekend, I came across “The Supper of the Lord,” 
which caught my eye because I had crossed out and rewri'en a couple words. 
The text originally read “Precious body, precious blood, here as bread and 
wine..” No$ce the error? We don’t partake of bread and wine, but the true 
body and blood of Christ! This was brought to the a'en$on of the publishers, 
and the error was corrected. As you may remember from hearing this song last 
week, it now reads “Precious body, precious blood, seen as bread and 
wine...” One $ny word change, but a HUGE theological difference! 

The next example is not so easily corrected – “A Mighty Fortress is Our 
God.” This hymn, though beloved by some, has a history that ought to make 
Catholics think twice before singing it at Mass. Are you familiar with Mar$n 
Luther? The man largely responsible for spliXng the Catholic Church in 1517? 
He wrote this as “the ba'le hymn of the Reforma$on.” At a glance it may 
appear to be about the spiritual ba'le between good and evil, but a closer look 
at the text reveals veiled jabs at the Catholic Church and strains of his new, less-
than-Catholic theology. Though I don’t have room to flesh out the details here (I 
wrote an en$re paper on this in college), I would love to share more with you if 
you ask! 

All of this goes to show the importance of choosing music that is liturgically 
fiXng for Mass, forming us and guiding us through the seasons of both liturgy 
and life. 
 
Exultemus Domino, 
Kari Hoe( ~ Director of Music, Liturgy and Youth Ministry 

Altar and Rosary 
Society 

__________________________________________ 
 

We have an ongoing need for regular 
cleaning of our beau$ful church as 

part of the “Altar and Rosary 
Society.” We are in need of 10 

parishioners (men, women, youth) 
who can commit 2 hours per month 

for a one-year commitment.  
 

This is a beau$ful and rewarding 
ministry, which can be done at 

any$me that works in your schedule, 
so long as it is not during Mass $mes, 

adora$on, funerals, etc.  Those who 
have been a part of this ministry have 

found it to be a very peaceful and 
fruizul $me of prayer and service. 

 

To learn more or sign up to contact, 
Frances Phillips 

at edfranc3@gmail.com or  
612-709-0574  

 Faith, Hope & Healing (Con$nued) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you to all those who have spent the past week reviewing the informa$on 
provided in the Faith, Hope & Healing mailing and prayerfully discerning your 
offertory commitment for the coming year. If you were not able to return your 
commitment card this week at Mass, please take a moment this week to  
complete it and return it to the parish office. Your commitment allows us to  
prudently plan for the important work of our parish for the coming year. I pray 
that, as we are reminded this week in our readings, we may heed the call to 
care for those in need, to trust in the Lord, our salva$on, love the Lord, our 
God, with all our hearts, and love our neighbor as ourselves! 
 
God Bless, 
Fr. Carlson 
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Financial  
Support 
________________________________________ 
 

We're planning now for  
Thanksgiving and Christmas, and 
like everything this year, the  
holidays will be anything but  
typical. Our ministries need your 
support today. 
 

A(er the uncertainty,  
unemployment and isola$on 
caused by COVID-19, families in our 
community will be turning to  
St. John the Bap$st for help in 
astonishing numbers during the 
holiday season. Your generous 
online dona$ons now will help 
us plan and budget for ministries 
that will serve those in need over 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
 

We prayerfully request that you 
consider signing up for eGiving 
from your computer, smartphone 
or tablet. You can set up a recurring 
dona$on or make a one-$me gi(.  
 

Sign up today by visi$ng 
faith.direct/MN855, or text ‘Enroll’ 
to 952-209-7722. 
 

Thank you for your con$nued  
support of our parish family.   
 
 
 

Community 
Needs 
________________________________________ 
 
THANK YOU for your con$nued  
support of ICA Foodshelf and 
SouthWest Op$ons for Women! 
Please con$nue to place your  
dona$ons in the bins labeled ICA 
and SWOW outside the Gathering 
Place entrance. Please con$nue to 
give generously!  
 

“Speaking of Voca$ons” with  
Archbishop Hebda on November 3rd 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Archbishop Bernard Hebda and Father David Blume, Director of Voca$ons, invite men, 
ages 16 – 50, who are discerning diocesan priesthood or religious life, to join us for a 
virtual event! Come for an evening of prayer and conversa$on with Archbishop, 
priests and religious, sharing their voca$ons tes$monies. This virtual event will take 
place on Tuesday, Nov. 3rd at 6pm. Please go online to learn more or to register 
www.10000voca"ons.org/speaking-of-voca"ons.html 
 

World Priest Day—October 25th 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Prayer for Priests 

 

Lord God, most holy, 
we approach you in gra$tude for your holy ordained priesthood. 

You have called these men to be set apart 
and to shepherd your people, 

as you shepherd your en$re church. 
We pray for them in their daily work. 

Grant to them an increase in spiritual gi(s and grace, 
so they may be prepared for the tasks at hand. 

Lead them not into tempta$on 
and protect them from the grasp of the evil one. 

It is through the sacraments they confer 
that we encounter the divine in a real and profound way. 

May your church never lose sight of these, 
your special sons, and may we, the body of Christ, 

never fail to cherish the gi( of their lives, 
which they have freely given to you and your holy church. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, your Son. 
Amen. 

@LPI 
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Weekly Prayer  
_______________________________________________________________________   
R/+=?<-� ��@ 68/ W//� �� O�6��/@ |�, |5|5 
Sunday: Ex 22:20-26/Ps 18:2-4,47,51/1Thes 1:5c-10/Mt 22:34-40   
Monday: Eph 4:32-5:8/Ps 1:1-4,6/Lk 13:10-17 
Tuesday: Eph 5:21-33/Ps 128:1-5/Lk 13:18-21 
Wednesday: Eph 2:19-22/Ps 19:2-5/Lk 6:12-16 
Thursday: Eph 6:10-20/Ps 144:1-2,9-10/Lk 13:31-35 
Friday: Phil 1:1-11/Ps 111:1-6/Lk 14:1-6 
Saturday: Phil 1:18b-26/Ps 42:2-3,5/Lk 14:1, 7-11 
Next Sunday: Rv 7:2-4,9-14/Ps 24:1-6/1Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a 

Mass  Inten$ons 
_______________________________________________________________________      

 

Pray for the Sick of  
Our Parish 

________________________________________________________ 
 

We invite you to keep in your daily prayers the 
sick and confined of our parish who seek God’s 

joy in their infirmity, in par$cular:  

· Elvera Hoops     
· Mary Rosa$ 
· Viviana Wright   
· Margaret Davis  
· Kon Wurm 
· Ruth Colnar 

· Kathy Bedford 
· Diane Mar$nka 
· David Streeter 
· Roger “Pete”  

Hansen 

Sat. October 24 8:00am 
5:00pm 

 Ka Lau 
    � Steve Haskins 

Sun. October 25 8:00am 
10:00am 

    For the Parish 
    Living & deceased members  
     of Willoughby family 

Mon. October 26      No Mass 

Tue. October 27 5:30pm     Alec Kapsner 

Wed. October 28 8:00am     Living & deceased members  
     of Fri's family 

Thurs October 29 8:00am     Brent Kapsner 

Fri. October 30 9:00am     Monica Schmitz 

Sat. October 31 8:00am 
5:00pm 

    � Becky Barnes 
    � Mary Hathaway 

Sun.  November 1 8:00am 
10:00am 

    � Charles Fulks 
    For the Parish 

Ques$ons of the Week 
_______________________________________________________________________      
 

First Reading:  
Today’s reading is an excerpt from the many laws Moses received at 
Mount Sinai. We learn that God expects empathy and compassion for 
the most vulnerable in society. How do you show care for those in need? 
   

Second Reading:  
Paul saw the believers in the city of Thessalonica as models for the faith 
in the surrounding regions of Macedonia and Achaia. Who would you 
hold up today as a model Chris$an?  
 

Gospel:  
Jesus teaches the religious leaders in Jerusalem that love of God and love 
of neighbor and self are the greatest commandments. Which of these 
two commandments do you find more challenging? 
© LPi 
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St. John the Bap$st Catholic Montessori School 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Guided by our Roman Catholic faith, St. John the Bap"st Catholic Montessori School prepares 
students to live our the Gospel message, achieve academic excellence, and joyfully lead by 

faith, virtue and reason. 

Photos from the 
Week 

_______________________________________ 
 

Some of the work our lower  
elementary students have been 

doing in class—forming dough and 
working with math $les. 

Living Saints Museum 
Friday, October 30th  
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

You are invited to stay a(er Mass on 
Friday, October 30th to hear from our 
"Living Saints". Stay in your pew and 
a(er Mass our "Saints" will share what 
they have learned about the saint they 
have been studying. This year we will 
share a recipe book of favorite dishes 
from the saints.  

Subs$tutes 
Needed 

_______________________________________ 
 

Interested in being a subs$tute at 
our Parish school? Email Angela 

for more details at  
awroblewski@stjohns-

excelsior.org 
   

Professional Development for Staff 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Over MEA break we were successful in offering two different professional  
development opportuni$es for all staff. 
 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd training: We have begun offering CGS Level I  
training and completed the first 3 days over the last week. We were able to  
welcome persons from around the archdiocese to join in this wonderful training. 
 

Music and Movement at the preschool level: We hosted a preschool teacher  
training on Music and Movement in our Children's House classrooms over MEA 
break. Teachers from around Minnesota came to partake in this great opportunity! 
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Important Faith Forma$on & Youth Ministry Dates: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday, October 27th: 4pm Faith Forma$on CGS Levels 1 & 2 
Wednesday, October 28th 6:30pm: Faith Forma$on, Confirma$on Year 2 

Friday, October 30th 7:00pm: Game Night! (High School) 
Tuesday, November 3rd 4pm: Faith Forma$on CGS Levels 1 & 2 

Wednesday, November 4th 6:30pm: Faith Forma$on, Confirma$on Year 1 

Parent Survey Sent Out 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Kari Hoe( sent out a parent survey to the families who have been on our youth ministry email list. If you have middle school 
or high school aged children and did not receive a survey, please call the office or email khoe#@stjohns-excelsior.org so we 

can be in touch! We want to hear YOUR ideas for this year’s youth ministry program!  
 
 

Exultemus! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The picture below was taken at our October 10th Exultemus - Adora$on, Praise & Worship night! This beau$ful night for 
prayer and praise will now move indoors. We hope many will con$nue to join us on Saturday, November 7th at 7pm inside 

the church for our upcoming Exultemus. 

High School Fun Night –Jackbox Game 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

High school students, join in the fun on Friday, October 30th from 7-9pm! Come ready for some hilarious Jackbox games, 
snacks, and a costume contest in the Upper Room! (Above the Parish Office – follow signs from the Gathering Place).  

Permission slip here h$ps://permission.click/xGeQE/us#/informa"on 
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Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil.………………………..5:00pm 
Sunday.…………………………..….….8:00am 
……………………………………..……..10:00am 
Tuesdays…………………….…….…...5:30pm 
Wednesdays, Thursdays…….…..8:00am 
Friday (School Mass)……………...9:00am 
Saturdays…………………………...….8:00am 
(Holy Days and Holidays—see bulle!n 
Or call Parish Office) 
 

Resurrec!on Cemetery 
5555 Covington Rd, Shorewood, MN 55331 

Sacrament of Confession  
Tuesdays……...…………………….…..5:00pm 
Wednesdays, Thursdays………....7:30am 
Fridays.……………………………...…...8:30am 
Saturdays.…………………..…..8:30-9:30am 
……………………………………....3:30-4:30pm 
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Couples must call Fr. Carlson 6 months in advance 

Sacrament of Bap!sm 
Please call the Parish Office 2 months prior to 
child’s birth. Required classes held regularly. 

A local Victim Assistance Coordinator is available to help you or anyone who has been abused or  
victimized by someone representing the Catholic Church.  

Victim Assistance Hotline: (651)291-4497  

St. John the Bap!st Catholic 
Church & Montessori School 

#SJBExcelsior 

Parish Offices 
_____________________________________________________ 
 

C8;@�8: (952) 474-8868   Fax: (952) 444-3474 
 

Pastor     Ext. 216 
Father Carlson                     fr.carlson@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Deacon 
Dcn Gary Hoffman          deacongary@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Parish Administrator   Ext. 204 
Andrea McMerty-Brummer   
                           amcmerty-brummer@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Accoun$ng    Ext. 203 
Christa Vassallo                    cvassallo@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Director of Faith Forma$on   Ext. 207 
Will Beardmore              wbeardmore@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Director of Music, Liturgy & Youth Ministry Ext 206 
Kari Hoe(                  khoe(@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Communica$ons Coordinator   Ext. 208 
Sarah Reid                                    sreid@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Office & Cemetery Manager   Ext. 200 
Megan Adam                          madam@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Lead Maintenance Technician   Ext. 205 
Mike Pylka                mpylka@stjohns-excelsior.org 
 
 

School: (952) 474-5812  Fax: (952) 444-3474 
 

Principal     Ext. 301 
Angela Wroblewski      awroblewski@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Administra$ve  Assistant   Ext. 300 
Monica Benda               mbenda@stjohns-excelsior.org 
 
 

Parish Trustees: Barb Thomas, Mark Spaniol 
Finance Council Chair: Pat Johnson 
Parish Council Chair: Charlie Kanan 

Tune in to our Livestream of Masses  
h$ps://"nyurl.com/sjbyoutube 

 

Stewardship Update 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

*We have significantly lowered our Offertory Budget for the 2020-
2021 Fiscal Year. As such, our Over/(Under) may seem ar$ficially 

posi$ve, as actuals are compared to a significantly reduced budget 
number from the prior year. For this reason, we have addi$onally 

included this year's actuals compared to last year's actuals for a 
more accurate reflec$on of our offertory growth/(decline).  

 

*Please note that fluctua$on in weekly giving is o(en due to  
variable $ming of annual stewardship gi(s.  

Year-to-Date Informa"on as of : 10/19/2020 
YTD Budget $ 187,896  
YTD Actual $ 264,216  
Amount Over/(Under) $76,320  

Year-to-Date Comparison to Prior Year as of: 10/19/2020 
Prior YTD Actual $ 206,886  
Current YTD Actual $ 264,216  
Amount Over/(Under) Prior Year $57,329  

The church office is open to the public, but we ask 
that you make an appointment. All  church office 
visitors will ring the bell and wait for assistance as we 
will not staff the front desk. Unscheduled visitors are 
not allowed into the school buildings at this $me, but 
the office is open.  
 

Building Hours—Open for Prayer: 
Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm 
Saturday 8:00am-6:00pm 
Sunday 8:00am-12:00pm 

Collec"on(s) as of: 10/19/2020 

  Actual 
Sunday $9,097.00  
EFT $7,714.00 
Plate $653.22  

  $17,464.22  
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Family Care Mini-Dental Implants
 Invisalign® Preferred Provider

Angie Weaver
Realtor, SRES
612.309.1166
angie@angieweaver.com

Large 3-Topping Pizza & 

16-piece Parmesan Bread 

Bites $8.99 CODE 3TFB

Carry-out only. You must ask for this limited time offer.

Order Online at www.dominos.com
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Wisconsin
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EDINA CHAPEL
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Winslow Monument Service

Teresa Winslow 
Owner, Design Specialist

(952) 368-7575 | www.wmsmonuments.com 

Family-owned Chaska business for over 20 years

Building Corporation

952-475-2097
• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens & Baths

Lic #2988

& Cremation Services
Excelsior Chapel  952-474-9595

www.huberfunerals.com

New Expanded 
Game Room! 

Great Breakfast  
(Sat. & Sun.)

tuttlesbowling.com 
107 Shady Oak Rd. • 952-938-4090

JIM 2040 West 65th St. 

PETERSON Excelsior, MN 55331

 Cell (612) 961-6121

Pat Johnson 
Attorney At LAw

Personal Injury • Business Law

(612) 339-7566
120 S. 6th St. • Ste. 1515

Canadian Pacific Plaza, Minneapolis

Hurting after Abortion?

MARIAN PROJECT

Helping post-abortive 
 women & men 

heal the wounds of abortion.

Free Services    651-291-4515

Contact Steve Swenson to place an ad today! 
sswenson@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5815

Roofing • Siding • Windows 
25 years locally owned & operated

CHRIS HAGEN
612-272-5255 InclineExteriors.com

Bryan Kuffel, Account Executive 
p: 612.210.9904  c: 612.578.7888        bkuffel@riversidepayments.com

ACCEPT PAYMENTS ANYWHERE 
Complimentary analysis of your card  
processing program to ensure cost savings

Tom Abts 
General Manager

www.deerrungolf.com

PillarsSeniorLiving.com     
Tour Today  |  952-401-7444

Independent Living | Assisted Living 
Memory Care 

#1 Asphalt Paving 
Company in Minneapolis 
& Minnesota; Residential 

& Commercial

Call The Driveway Experts 

952-243-0507

drivewayexpertsmn.com

Minnesota Valley Roofing & Restoration, Inc.

Your roofing & restoration specialistYour roofing & restoration specialist

Call Dan 952.443.2649
www.MNVRRI.com 1251 W 82nd St Chaska, MN
dan.mnvalley@gmail.com BC#740351


