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First Communion Reflec"on 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Congratula"ons to our parish children who have received Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 
for the first "me this weekend! From their earliest ages they have been watching their 
family members (immediate and parish!) come forward to encounter Jesus in this most 
beau"ful way. As they have watched, they have also been learning more and more about 
Jesus as well as growing in their friendship with Him.  
 

The youngest of children learn the names of the ar"cles of the Mass – paten, chalice,  
crucifix, candles, and altar. Older children begin to watch the movements or gestures 
prayed by the priest over the bread and wine, asking the Holy Spirit to come and  
transform them into Jesus in the Epiclesis and then li%ing up the Body and Blood of Christ 
as Father offers (on our behalf) the greatest gi% we have, Jesus Himself, back to God. In 
this moment of offering or doxology we each reaffirm our part in this offering through our 
“Amen!” This gi% of Jesus, once received, helps transform us so that we can share His 
peace and light with those around us.  
 

Many of this year’s First Communicants have spent much "me in the Atrium copying some 
of these most important prayers of the Mass and then illustra"ng them to show their  
understanding of each one’s significance. This making of a personal Missal has allowed 
them to ponder the Mass as one great prayer made up of many prayers in a new and  
beau"ful way. 
 

In the words of the children: 
· Catechist: “When Father prays the Epiclesis, what is He asking God to do?”  
· Child: “I know! He’s asking God to send the Good Shepherd to protect the sheep!” 
· Catechist: “When we have received the greatest gi%, the gi% of Jesus in the Eucharist, 

what could we do? What do we do when we receive a really great gi%?” 
· Child: “When you get a gi%, you give a gi%.” 
· Catechist: “What do you think the Peace of the Lord is like?” 
· Child: “The Peace of the Lord is when God shares His gi%s…like the Body and Blood.” 
 

May the first recep"on of the Body and Blood of Christ by these children be the first of 
countless moments of welcoming the Lord Himself into their hearts and souls. May each 
"me we are invited to come to the altar table and receive the best food and best drink, 
the very Body and Blood of Jesus be, for each of us, as momentous an occasion as the first 
"me we welcomed Him “under [our] roof.” 
 

God bless our First Communicants, 
Carolyn Kohlhaas, Catechist at St. John’s 

Congratula"ons First 
Communicants 

Wesley Cathers 
Kayleigh Corrigan 

Liam Downs 
Nicholas Flores 

Hayden Goodkind 
Jane Gorham 
Cora Harwood 

Nicholas Hodgdon 
Piper Hurst 

McKenna Kelly 
Isabelle Kunisch 
Athena Lacayo 

Abigail Magnus 
Nicholas Mesa 
Vince Schmitz 

Caedmon Thelen 
Harris Van Hecke 
Lauren Wallenfelt 
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Banns of Marriage 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please pray for this couple as they prepare to receive the wonderful Sacrament of Marriage! 
 

May 15: Anne Flake and Trevor Pa>erson 

Make a Joyful Noise 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________      
 

First Communion Sunday – what a beau"ful day to celebrate the gi% of the Eucharist! I can only speak for myself, but it was 
well over a decade a%er my own First Communion before I learned some of the basics surrounding our Eucharis"c Liturgy. 

We all know that the Eucharist dates back to the Last Supper, but did you know those aren’t the deepest roots? The  
Passover meal Jesus was celebra"ng with his disciples was itself a longstanding tradi"on stretching all the way back to  
Moses. Most of us are familiar with the story – Moses asks the mean Pharaoh to free the Israelite people, which he does 
a%er a devas"ng ten plagues are sent, only to change his mind and chase a%er them, at which point Moses has his famous 
par"ng of the Red Sea moment followed by years of wandering in the desert. 

Right in the middle of that story we find the roots of the Eucharist, just before the tenth plague is sent – the death of the 
firstborn. In order to be spared from the plague, the Israelites were told to sacrifice a lamb, put its blood on their doorpost, 
and eat the lamb in the context of a meal with an oddly detailed layout. Pray this, eat that, sing this, drink that, all prescribed 
for the sake of avoiding the death of the plague. 

This strangely specific meal was celebrated year in and year out, and is the same meal Jesus was celebra"ng with his  
disciples on the night of the Last Supper. That is, un"l he changed the centuries-deep tradi"on by saying of the bread and 
wine: “this is my body. This is my blood.” This was no small event! He became the lamb, sacrificed so that others may live – so 
that we may live. (No"ce the lamb on the front of our altar for this very reason!) 

My hopes in explaining all this is to give us fresh perspec"ve on the Mass we celebrate today. Without this knowledge, Mass 
can seem to be an oddly detailed hour with long prayers and unusual prac"ces. But the liturgy isn’t just a strangely scripted 
crea"on of some old guys in Rome; it is the centuries-old tradi"on passed down to us from Jesus himself. Of all Chris"an  
denomina"ons, our Catholic liturgy is the one most similar to the liturgies of the disciples and first Chris"ans in the early 
Church. We are also the only liturgy in which the very flesh and blood of Jesus Christ are made present to us. So before we 
yawn, tap our toes, and wish things were ‘more this’ or ‘less that’, let’s first remember why our liturgy looks, feels, and 
sounds like it does, and appreciate the immense gi% that is the Eucharist. 
 
Exultemus Domino,  
Kari Hoe% ~ Director of Music, Liturgy and Youth Ministry 

Formed.org 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Formed is a free subscrip"on-based resource that provides you unlimited online access to a wide variety of top-notch  
Catholic materials.  
 

Podcasts, Bible studies, audio books, movies and more! You can even download the 
app and take it with you wherever you go!  
 

To create a personal, free account, please to go 
www.stjohns-excelsior.formed.org  
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Catholic Home 
Missions Appeal 
__________________________________________ 
 

Thank you for your generous support 
of last week’s Catholic Home  
Missions Appeal. This mission helps 
strengthen the Church at home and 
ensure that the Gospel is spread 
across the United States. If you 
missed the appeal, it’s not too late to 
give! Just visit  
www.usccb.org/home-missions. 
 
 
 

Financial Support 
__________________________________________ 
 

With eGiving, you can set up a  
recurring dona"on or make a  
one-"me gi% to support our parish. 
You may Enroll electronically online 
at faith.direct/MN855 
 

Thank you for your con"nued  
support of our parish family.   
 
 
 
 

ICA Foodshelf 
__________________________________________ 
 
ICA Food Shelf is currently hos"ng Pop 
Up Food Distribu"ons every Friday 
now un"l May 28 from 9:00am – 
11:00am. All Pop-Ups will be at  
Gethsemane Lutheran Church in  
Hopkins. Boxes contain non-
perishable foods, as well as produce, 
dairy, and protein. All are welcome, 
no appointment necessary. Wear 
your mask and drive-through to get 
your box! To receive text reminders 
and no"fica"ons on future  
distribu"ons, text “APPLE” to 
952.206.4109.  

SouthWest Op"ons for Women  
Open House May 8th 1-4pm 
___________________________________________________________________________________      
 

Please join us in celebra"ng 30 years of helping women with unplanned  
pregnancies in our community. Our new center is conveniently located near Eden 
Prairie Mall and is steps away from Planned Parenthood. Stop by and tour our new 
space, learn about our new programs and how we plan to use our new loca"on to 
help even more women in the communi"es we serve. 
 

1:00 - 4:00 – Meet and Greet, Refreshments and Tours 
2:00 - Ribbon Cuqng Ceremony, hosted by Eden Prairie Mayor, Ron Case, and the 
Eden Prairie Chamber of Commerce  
2:30 - Welcome Bishop Cozzens - Center Blessing 
 

Located at 574 Prairie Center Drive, STE 130, Eden Prairie, MN 55344 

Knights of Columbus 
__________________________________________________________________________________
 

Knights of Columbus membership drive is taking place through May 
31st. If you are interested in joining or have any ques"ons please 
contact Tom Davis: thomaspdavis50@yahoo.com or call/text  
612-242-9569.  
 

Who we are: Faithful male parishioners providing resources  
internally, locally and na"onwide to help those in need. 
 

Why become a Knight? To be a part of something bigger than yourself by helping 
others, volunteering and having fun. Get to know the people in the pew next to 
you!  Help strengthen our parish. It 's a great thing, you won't regret it! Live with 
purpose. 

Mother’s Day Carna"ons 
___________________________________________________________________________________      
 

The Knights of Columbus will be giving away carna"ons a%er 
all the Masses next weekend (May 8-9) for Mother’s Day! 
Free will offering will go to SouthWest Op"ons for Women. 
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Weekly Prayer 
__________________________________________________________________________   
R-*605+9 18; 23- W--� 81 M*7 Q, Q�Q� 
Sunday: Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-28,30-32/1Jn 3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8  
Monday: 1Cor 15:1-8/Ps 19:2-5/Jn 14:6-14 
Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-13,21/Jn 14:27-31a 
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-5/Jn 15:1-8 
Thursday: Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-3,10/Jn 15:9-11 
Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-10,12/Jn 15:12-17 
Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1-3,5/Jn 15:18-21 
Next Sunday: Acts 10:25-26,34-35,44-48/Ps 98:1-4/1Jn 4:7-10/Jn 15:9-17 

Mass  Inten"ons 
_________________________________________________________________________      

 

Pray for the Sick of  
Our Parish 

________________________________________________________ 
 

We invite you to keep in your daily prayers the 
sick and confined of our parish who seek God’s 

joy in their infirmity, in par"cular:  

· Elvera Hoops     
· Mary Rosa" 
· Viviana Wright   
· Margaret Davis 
· Joe Garaghty  
· Kon Wurm 
· Ruth Colnar 

· David Streeter 
· Roger “Pete” Hansen 
· Tom Bartholomew  
· Mike Salzer 
· Joyce Koch  
· Art Rosenberg  

Sat. May 1 8:00am 
5:00pm 

    � Emily Vassar 
    Arielle To>y 

Sun. May 2 8:00am 
 
10:00am 

    Living & Deceased Members  
    of the Fri>s Family 
    For the Parish 

Mon. May 3      No Mass 

Tue. May 4 5:30pm     Kathleen Murphy 

Wed. May 5 8:00am     � Marcella Ma>eson 

Thurs May 6 8:00am     � Howard Gans 

Fri. May 7 9:00am     � � Ed & Maureen Sweigard 

Sat. May 8 8:00am 
5:00pm 

    Casey Houlton 
    For the Parish 

Sun.  May 9 8:00am 
10:00am 

    Jeff & Dawn Doboszenski 
    All Mothers 

Schedule Change for May 8th 
No Morning Confessions 
_______________________________________________________________________      
 

There will be no morning confessions on Saturday, May 8th. Fr. Carlson will 
be leaving right a%er 8am Mass to a>end Joseph Nguyen’s Diaconate 
Ordina"on. Please pray for Joseph as he prepares! 

Rosary Before Mass 
_______________________________________________________________________      
 

We have resumed praying the rosary again before all daily Masses. The 
Rosary will begin 25 minutes before Mass starts Tuesday -Saturday  
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St. John the Bap"st Catholic Montessori School 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Guided by our Roman Catholic faith, St. John the Bap"st Catholic Montessori School prepares 
students to live our the Gospel message, achieve academic excellence, and joyfully lead by 

faith, virtue and reason. 

Photos of the Week 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________      
 

SJB school students celebrated Earth Day by cleaning up the grounds and learning more about the earth and its con"nents! 

Western Roundup Church & School Gala June 26th 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

By combining the annual church Gala and the annual school Golf Classic into one, big church & school Western Roundup, 
our total fundraising goal is $100,000. We hope to partner with you – our parishioners and families to meet this very  
important need. To register, donate or sponsor, please go to: h#ps://sjexcels.ejoinme.org/westernroundup2021 
 

Here are some ways that YOU can be involved and make an impact: 
 

· Register to a>end! Tickets are $50 per person for a fun night to kick up your heels, enjoy a great meal and par"cipate in 
the community of St. John's. 

· Become a sponsor! Did you know that we have a $20,000 matching challenge?! Any NEW or INCREASED sponsorships 
will be matched! Please prayerfully consider helping us unlock this match! 

· Donate to the silent or live auc"on. Our auc"ons are always a fun highlight of the night!  
· Donate toward our fund-a-need! Our goal is to raise $20,000 for Liturgical Vessels and Adora"on Chapel Items  

including Chalice, Monstrance, Easter & Funeral Vestments and Security for the Chapel. 
· Volunteer! We need LOTS of help moving tables and chairs, decora"ng, bartending, serving and tearing down.  

Sign up for a "me at h#ps://"nyurl.com/gala2021volunteer 
 
Pre-Gala Paint & Sip! 
Please join us on Wednesday, May 19th from 6-8 pm! We will paint outside by the school 
playground. Canvas, paints, instruc"on, heavy appe"zers and wine are all provided.  
Parishioner and local ar"st, Ali Benda, will lead our Paint & Sip!  
 

Cost: bring in a basket or item for the Gala silent auc"on (valued at $25 or higher). 
 

Pre-registra"on is required as space is limited  h#ps://"nyurl.com/galapaintsip2021  
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Vaca"on Bible 
School 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Register today as space is limited!  
All kids aged 4-11 are invited to  

Vaca"on Bible School! Our theme goes 
along with the St. John's upcoming 

Western Roundup as we are going on a 
Rocky Railway adventure! Gear up for a 

fun week. Each lesson is paired with a 
Bible verse, virtue of the day, and Saint 

of the day! 
 

Vaca"on Bible School at St. John’s will 
be June 21-25 from 8:45 am - 12:00 

pm with a family fun night on Thursday, 
June 24th from 5:00-6:00 pm with live 

music by the Teddy Bear Band. 
 

Cost is just $50/child, up to a  
maximum of $125/family. Scholarships 

are available. 
 

Register online at:  
h#ps://permission.click/6q8GA/us  

 
 

 
 
 

Volunteers  
Needed for VBS 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Many volunteers are needed for  
Vaca"on Bible School! If you are an 
adult or teen who can help, please 

email Sarah Reid at  
sreid@stjohns-excelsior.org 

 
Help Needed for: 

Faith Lessons, Music, Snacks,  
Group Leader, Pre-event shopping, 

Skits, Games, Cra$s, Check-in, Skits, 
Photo/Video, Clean up 

Faith Forma"on & Youth Ministry 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

May 1st and 2nd: First Communion during Masses 
Tuesday, May 4th 4pm: Faith Forma"on CGS Levels 1 & 2  
Wednesday, May 5th 6:30pm: Faith Forma"on, Confirma"on Year 2 
Saturday, May 8th 7:00 pm: Exultemus for the Parish followed by a High School 
Bonfire and Grill Out. 
Wednesday, May 12th 6:30pm: Closing Mass for Faith Forma"on 
May 15th and 16th: Confirma"on during Masses at St. John’s 
 

Bonfire and Grill Out 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

High School: Saturday, May 8th, 7:00-10:00pm 
Join us for Exultemus in the church at 7:00pm followed by a bonfire, hotdogs on 
the grill, outdoor games, and good conversa"on! Feel free to bring sports  
equipment and drinks or sides to share. Permission form here  
h#ps://permission.click/Nvqpa/us  

FREE Family Fun Night Pre-Gala Event 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Since the gala is adults-only (and we are not offering childcare this year due to 
Covid restric"ons), we wanted to offer a family night! You are invited to our FREE 
Family Fun Night pre-gala event that will be on the back lawn and playground on 
Thursday, June 24th from 5:00-6:00 pm. 
 

This is a FREE opportunity to: 
· Meet new parishioners and school families 
· Build community and have fun 
· Celebrate the Feast of St. John the Bap"st 
· Enjoy a free hot dog meal 
· Listen and dance along to the Teddy Bear Band 
 

We will also have games. Please bring your own picnic blanket and/or lawn 
chairs. 
 

Please RSVP for this FREE Family Fun Night here so we know how many meals to 
prepare h#ps://"nyurl.com/familyfun24th  
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Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil.………………………..5:00pm 
Sunday.…………………………..….….8:00am 
……………………………………..……..10:00am 
Tuesdays…………………….…….…...5:30pm 
Wednesdays, Thursdays…….…..8:00am 
Friday (School Mass)……………...9:00am 
Saturdays…………………………...….8:00am 
(Holy Days and Holidays—see bulle!n 
Or call Parish Office) 
 

Resurrec!on Cemetery 
5555 Covington Rd, Shorewood, MN 55331 

Sacrament of Confession  
Tuesdays……...…………………….…..5:00pm 
Wednesdays………………………….…7:30am 
Thursdays………...........................7:30am 
Fridays.……………………………...…...8:30am 
Saturdays.…………………..…..8:30-9:30am 
……………………………………....3:30-4:30pm 
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Couples must call Fr. Carlson 6 months in advance 

Sacrament of Bap!sm 
Please call the Parish Office 2 months prior to 
child’s birth. Required classes held regularly. 

A local Victim Assistance Coordinator is available to help you or anyone who has been abused or  
victimized by someone representing the Catholic Church.  

Victim Assistance Hotline: (651)291-4497  

Parish Offices 
_____________________________________________________ 
 

C34;�3: (952) 474-8868   Fax: (952) 444-3474 
 

Pastor     Ext. 216 
Father Carlson                     fr.carlson@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Deacon 
Dcn Gary Hoffman          deacongary@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Parish Administrator   Ext. 204 
Andrea McMerty-Brummer   
                           amcmerty-brummer@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Accoun"ng    Ext. 203 
Christa Vassallo                    cvassallo@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Director of Faith Forma"on   Ext. 207 
Will Beardmore              wbeardmore@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Director of Music, Liturgy & Youth Ministry Ext 206 
Kari Hoe%                  khoe%@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Communica"ons Coordinator   Ext. 208 
Sarah Reid                                    sreid@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Office & Cemetery Manager   Ext. 200 
Megan Adam                          madam@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Lead Maintenance Technician   Ext. 205 
Mike Pylka                mpylka@stjohns-excelsior.org 
 
 

School: (952) 474-5812  Fax: (952) 444-3474 
 

Principal     Ext. 301 
Angela Wroblewski      awroblewski@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Administra"ve  Assistant   Ext. 300 
Monica Benda               mbenda@stjohns-excelsior.org 
 
 

Parish Trustees: Barb Thomas, Mark Spaniol 
Finance Council Chair: Pat Johnson 
Parish Council Chair: Charlie Kanan 

Tune in to our Livestream of Masses  
h#ps://"nyurl.com/sjbyoutube 

 

Stewardship Update 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

*We have significantly lowered our Offertory Budget for the 2020-
2021 Fiscal Year. As such, our Over/(Under) may seem ar"ficially 

posi"ve, as actuals are compared to a significantly reduced budget 
number from the prior year. For this reason, we have addi"onally 

included this year's actuals compared to last year's actuals for a 
more accurate reflec"on of our offertory growth/(decline).  

 

*Please note that fluctua"on in weekly giving is o%en due to  
variable "ming of annual stewardship gi%s.  

Year-to-Date Informa"on as of : 4/26/2021 
YTD Budget $ 644,430  
YTD Actual $ 780,130  
Amount Over/(Under) $135,700  

Year-to-Date Comparison to Prior Year as of: 4/26/2021 
Prior YTD Actual $ 713,610  
Current YTD Actual $ 780,130  
Amount Over/(Under) Prior Year $66,520  

The church office is open to the public, but we ask 
that you make an appointment. All  church office 
visitors will ring the bell and wait for assistance as we 
will not staff the front desk. Unscheduled visitors are 
not allowed into the school buildings at this "me, but 
the office is open.  
 

Building Hours—Open for Prayer: 
Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm 
Saturday 8:00am-6:00pm 
Sunday 8:00am-12:00pm 

Collec"on(s) as of: 4/26/2021 

  Actual 
Sunday $11,653.00  
EFT $12,913.33 
Plate $606.86  

  $25,173.19  
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ChanDent.com

Family Care Mini-Dental Implants
 Invisalign® Preferred Provider

Angie Weaver
Realtor, SRES
612.309.1166
angie@angieweaver.com

Large 3-Topping Pizza & 

16-piece Parmesan Bread 

Bites $8.99 CODE 3TFB

Carry-out only. You must ask for this limited time offer.

Order Online at www.dominos.com

Hwy 7 & 41 Shopping Center

EDINA CHAPEL
5000 W 50th Street

952.920.3996

HOPKINS CHAPEL
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952.938.9020
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Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services
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Winslow Monument Service

Teresa Winslow 
Owner, Design Specialist

(952) 368-7575 | www.wmsmonuments.com 

Family-owned Chaska business for over 20 years

Building Corporation

952-475-2097
• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens & Baths

Lic #2988

& Cremation Services
Excelsior Chapel  952-474-9595

www.huberfunerals.com

JIM 2040 West 65th St. 

PETERSON Excelsior, MN 55331

 Cell (612) 961-6121

Pat Johnson 
Attorney At LAw

Personal Injury • Business Law

(612) 339-7566
120 S. 6th St. • Ste. 1515

Canadian Pacific Plaza, Minneapolis

Hurting after Abortion?

MARIAN PROJECT

Helping post-abortive 
 women & men 

heal the wounds of abortion.

Free Services    651-291-4515

Contact Steve Swenson to place an ad today! 
sswenson@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5815

Roofing • Siding • Windows 
25 years locally owned & operated

CHRIS HAGEN
612-272-5255 InclineExteriors.com

Bryan Kuffel, Account Executive 
p: 612.210.9904  c: 612.578.7888        bkuffel@riversidepayments.com

ACCEPT PAYMENTS ANYWHERE 
Complimentary analysis of your card  
processing program to ensure cost savings

Tom Abts 
General Manager

www.deerrungolf.com

PillarsSeniorLiving.com     
Tour Today  |  952-401-7444

Independent Living | Assisted Living 
Memory Care 

Minnesota Valley Roofing & Restoration, Inc.

Your roofing & restoration specialistYour roofing & restoration specialist

Call Dan 952.443.2649
www.MNVRRI.com 1251 W 82nd St Chaska, MN
dan.mnvalley@gmail.com BC#740351


