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Mother’s Day  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

On this Mother’s Day, I recall a memory of my own mother. With four 
young children and li!le energy le" in my tank, I turned to my mom and 
asked, “When is this going to get easier?” She looked at me, with  
understanding eyes, and said, “When motherhood ceases to be something 
you do, but rather someone you are.”  
 

This advice challenges me, to this day, but the good news is that Christ has 
already shown me how to become a mother. His instruc#ons hang in every 
Catholic church. The image of our Lord, stripped of all he has, with his arms 
stretched out to serve, to comfort and to love. “This is my body, given up 
for you, do this in memory of me.”  
 

Mothers are honored with an incredible call to be this image of God’s love 
on earth. He places a lot of responsibility in our hands. He, Himself, chose to 
save us through the love of a mother. He allowed Himself to be taught how 
to walk, talk, love and even pray by a mother.  
 

The days that I remember and accept this incredible mission of motherhood, my hardships gain purpose. Diaper 
changing becomes holy. Yes, holy. Because these everyday acts of love strip me of myself, leaving behind a purer and 
selfless lover. A love that my children come face to face with mul#ple #mes a day, their first example of Christ’s love. 
Through a mother’s love, her children become equipped to be that love for those around them. Faith, hope, and love 
are only one genera#on away from ex#nc#on.  
 

A mother’s call reaches beyond her immediate family to the world, but it does begin with her family, amidst the mess, 
the noise and the tears. I recall, a"er one par#cularly challenging Mass spent wrestling toddlers, a kind man  

approached me and said, “Those kids are going to 
make you a saint.” His words could not be more 
true. Not only is my role as mother vital to my  
children and to the world, but they are equally my 
sanc#fica#on. It is the struggle and service of each 
day that will ul#mately raise me up.  “To serve is to 
reign” (CCC 786). So when will motherhood get  
easier? When we surrender all of our daily  
challenges over to the one who will transform them 
into love, for our sake, our children and the world.   
 

Happy Mother’s Day, 
Gina Downs 
Parishioner and School Parent 
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Banns of  
Marriage 

____________________________________ 
 

Please pray for these couples as 
they prepare to receive the  

wonderful Sacrament of Marriage! 
 

 
May 15: Anne Flake and  

Trevor Pa!erson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

May 28: Teresa Gorecki and  
Danny Masica 

Make a Joyful Noise 
_____________________________________________________________________________________     
 

When you hear the word “liturgy,” the first thing that pops into your mind is likely 
the Mass. The Mass is the most important kind of liturgy, as the Eucharist is the 
“source and summit of the Chris#an life” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1324). 
But have you ever heard of the Liturgy of the Hours? 

Much like it sounds, the Liturgy of the Hours are like li!le liturgies throughout the 
hours of the day. They are also referred to as the “Divine Office,” and are properly 
defined as the daily prayer of the universal Church. The hours are spread evenly 
throughout the day and night, ini#ally structured around the Roman division of #me. 
The first “hour,” for example, is at 6-9am and is referred to as “Prime,” or “the first 
hour.” Each “hour,” then, isn’t strictly 60 minutes, but simply refers to a par#cular 
block of the day. Have you ever heard the terms Vespers, Complin, Ma#ns, or Lauds? 
These are a few of the other “hours” of the Divine Office! 

Just as each “hour” isn’t actually 60 minutes, the prayer at each hour isn’t exactly 60 
minutes either, instead las#ng around five to twenty minutes. This #me is filled with a 
combina#on of psalms, prayers, Scripture passages, and hymns. Depending on the 
which “Psalter” you are using, all 150 Psalms are said or sung every one to four 
weeks! For this reason, those who regularly pray the Liturgy of the Hours o"en find 
themselves memorizing many Psalms. What a beau#ful way to “pray without  
ceasing!” 

The Divine Office is prayed by all clergy and religious, but is encouraged to be prayed 
by the laity as well! The book with the layout of psalms, prayers, and hymns is called 
the Breviary, but can be quite confusing to follow without guidance at first. However, 
there are great websites and phone apps that lay out the prayers for each day in their 
proper order without the need to flip through the Breviary itself. A few examples 
are divineoffice.org and apps called iBreviary, Divine Office, or Laudate. I encourage 
you to try praying even just one or two of the hours each day with family, a good 
friend, or even on your own. Doing so, you will be joining the Church throughout the 
en#re world in this beau#ful and ancient tradi#on of prayer! 
 
Exultemus Domino,  
Kari Hoe" ~ Director of Music, Liturgy and Youth Ministry 

Mother’s Day Carna#ons 
___________________________________________________________________________________      
 

On this Mother's Day weekend, the Knights of Columbus are giving carna#ons to the 
adult women in our parish. These flowers are a sign of our apprecia#on for  
motherhood.  If anyone wishes to make a dona#on on behalf of their mother or wife, 
your gi" will go to assist women seeking support from the SoutWest Op#ons for  
Women, our local Life Care Center.   
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Financial Support 
__________________________________________ 
 

Making plans for the summer? Make 
sure to plan for your offertory as 
well! When your summer travels take 
you away from Sunday services,  
eGiving lets you con#nue to support 
St. John the Bap#st and the ministries 
you cherish. You can sign up from 
your computer, smartphone or 
tablet, and set up a recurring  
dona#on or make a one-#me gi". 
 
Recurring gi"s sustain our parish 
through the busy summer months. 
You’ll provide us with consistent  
support, even if you’re away on a 
Sunday, so the programs, services, 
and ministries that mean so much to 
our community will never miss a 
beat.   
 
With eGiving, you can set up a  
recurring dona#on or make a  
one-#me gi" to support our parish. 
You may Enroll electronically online 
at faith.direct/MN855 
 

Thank you for your con#nued  
support of our parish family.   
 
 
 

Community 
Needs 
________________________________________ 
 
THANK YOU for your con#nued  
support of ICA Foodshelf and  
SouthWest Op#ons for Women! 
Please con#nue to place your  
dona#ons in the bins labeled ICA and 
SWOW outside the Gathering Place 
entrance. Please con#nue to give 
generously!  

Knights of Columbus 
__________________________________________________________________________________
 

WE WANT YOU! To join the Knight’s team! Our membership drive is 
the month of May with the ini#a#on (exemplifica#on) on June 6 
right a" the 10am Mass. We encourage you to bring your family.  
 

WHY JOIN: The church, school and parish need a strong Knights of 
Columbus to help with fundraising, social events and projects. 
 

WHAT’S THE RISK?  $29.00 and a couple hours here and there. We don’t wear  
funny costumes or a suit of armor but we do get to hand out tootsie rolls,  
carna#ons and make people smile. 
 

I look forward to hearing from you – Tom Davis (612)242-9569;  
thomaspdavis50@yahoo.com 

Respect Life: Honoring Moms 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Dear St. John’s Parishioners, 
 

The grass is greening up, the trees are budding, the birds are singing and Mother’s 
Day is here. 
 

As a mother of two grown daughters, I always look forward to Mother’s Day when 
my family honors me for being “Mama”.  Through the many years of being a mom, 
I have come to respect my own mother even more for the bounty of love she gave 
us and the many sacrifices she made for my sister, brother and me.  She always 
said she would “walk through fire for us if need be”.  Mothers everywhere  
understand this statement which I, also, say to my children and grandchildren.    
 

Addi#onally, this #me of year we are reminded of the many sacrifices that our 
Blessed Mother made for Jesus and all of mankind, and the love she bestows upon 
us s#ll today. In that spirit, I would like to ask all of you to think of ways to honor 
your own mother as well as our Spiritual Mother, Mary.   
 

In addi#on to the personal things you can directly do, please consider  
helping organiza#ons like SouthWest Op#ons for Women, Pro-life Ac#on  
Ministries, Minnesota Ci#zens Concerned for LIfe, etc. who do such great work on 
shoe-string budgets to save the lives of babies and help support their  
mothers.  Please, especially, pray for these organiza#ons to succeed in being the 
hands and feet of Jesus in a world that doesn’t always appreciate them.    
 

God bless you all and Happy Mother’s Day to the many moms out there who  
#relessly give so much of themselves to enrich all of our lives. 
 

In Christ, 
Susie Collins, St. John’s Respect Life Chairperson 
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Weekly Prayer 
__________________________________________________________________________   
R*&4-3'; :9< 01* W**� 9: M&5 �, `�`� 
Sunday: Acts 10:25-26,34-35,44-48/Ps 98:1-4/1Jn 4:7-10/Jn 15:9-17   
Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1-6,9/Jn 15:26-16:4a 
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-3,7-8/Jn 16:5-11 
Wednesday: Acts 17:15,22-18:1/Ps 148:1-2,11-14/Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1-4/Jn 16:16-20  
Friday:  Acts 1:15-17,20-26/Ps 113:1-8/Jn 15:9-17 
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3,8-10/Jn 16:23b-28 
Next Sunday Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3,6-9/Eph 1:17-23 or Eph 4:1-13/Mk 
16:15-20   

Mass  Inten#ons 
_________________________________________________________________________      

 

Pray for the Sick of  
Our Parish 

________________________________________________________ 
 

We invite you to keep in your daily prayers the 
sick and confined of our parish who seek God’s 

joy in their infirmity, in par#cular:  

· Elvera Hoops     
· Mary Rosa# 
· Viviana Wright   
· Margaret Davis 
· Joe Garaghty  
· Kon Wurm 
· Ruth Colnar 

· David Streeter 
· Roger “Pete” Hansen 
· Tom Bartholomew  
· Mike Salzer 
· Joyce Koch  
· Art Rosenberg  

Sat. May 8 8:00am 
5:00pm 

    Casey Houlton 
    For the Parish 

Sun. May 9 8:00am 
10:00am 

    � �  Jeff & Dawn Doboszenski 
    All Mothers 

Mon. May 10      No Mass 

Tue. May 11 5:30pm     Abby Smith 

Wed. May 12 8:00am     Colnar Family 

Thurs May 13 8:00am     � Pat Murphy 

Fri. May 14 9:00am     Marc Hexum 

Sat. May 15 8:00am 
5:00pm 

    Fr. Andy McAlpin 
    Elizabeth Behun 

Sun.  May 16 8:00am 
10:00am 

    For the Parish 
    St. John’s Confirmands 

Ques#ons of the Week 
_______________________________________________________________________      
 

First Reading:  
In the home of the Gen#le-believer, Cornelius, Peter revealed one of the most 
significant insights from the early Church: “In truth, I see that God shows no 
par#ality.” Where do you see this message of unity needed today?  
Second Reading:  
John saw love at the very core of God’s divine iden#ty. In fact, for John, “God is 
love.” For this reason, believers are called to love one another. How do you keep 
this virtue paramount in your life?  
Gospel:  
During his farewell discourse, Jesus refers to his disciples as his “friends.” How 
o"en do you think of Jesus as your “friend?” 
 

© LPi 
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St. John the Bap#st Catholic Montessori School 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Guided by our Roman Catholic faith, St. John the Bap"st Catholic Montessori School prepares 
students to live our the Gospel message, achieve academic excellence, and joyfully lead by 

faith, virtue and reason. 

First Communion Agape Meal 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________      

The week before First Communion, the school students con#nued the tradi#on of the older students serving an Agape 
Meal to those in 2nd grade as they complete their prepara#on #me for First Communion. Agape love is selfless,  
sacrificial, uncondi#onal love. It is the highest of the four types of love. The older students chose a 2nd grader to prayer for 
and serve. They fully gave up any self wants, desires, or comfort. They stood at a!en#on to serve for 1.5 hours with no 
break! This is definitely one of my favorite tradi#ons...those being served shared that they felt "so special"!  
~ Angela Wroblewski, Principal 

Western Roundup Church & School Gala June 26th 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

By combining the annual church Gala and the annual school Golf Classic into one, big church 
& school Western Roundup, our total fundraising goal is $100,000. We hope to partner with 
you – our parishioners and families to meet this very important need.  
 

Help us unlock the $20,000 match! 
Any NEW or INCREASED sponsorships will be matched! Please prayerfully consider helping us 
unlock this match! 
 
To register, donate or sponsor, please go to: h#ps://sjexcels.ejoinme.org/westernroundup2021 
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Live the Liturgy 
_____________________________________________ 

 

God is love. These three simple words 
deserve a great deal of a!en#on. They 

have the power to transform our  
rela#onship with God from something 
that is sta#c and distant to one that is 

personal and real.  
 

We all know the power of love and how 
important it is to comple#ng all of the 
human and divine circuits of our lives. 

But we do not o"en consider the  
awesome fact that it is given to us as a 
gi" and is not simply part and parcel of 

the human package.  
 

God is the author of love and love itself. 
When we truly love another human 

being, it is really God being God in and 
through us. The love to which we are 

called and the love of which the Gospel 
speaks is a selfless love that seeks the 

wellbeing of not only our significant 
others but of all of our brothers and 

sisters.  
 

This love, which is of God, is a love that 
will endure all things and bring immeas-

urable joy when experienced.  It is the 
most sincere form of friendship. 

 
©LPi 

Faith Forma#on & Youth Ministry 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Saturday, May 8th 7:00 pm: Exultemus for the Parish followed by a High School 
Bonfire and Grill Out. 
Wednesday, May 12th 6:30pm: Closing Mass for Faith Forma#on 
May 15th and 16th: Confirma#on during Masses at St. John’s 

Summer Opportuni#es! 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Vaca#on Bible School 
Vaca#on Bible School (ages 4-11) will be June 21-25 from 8:45 am - 12:00 
pm with a family fun night on Thursday, June 24th from 5:00-6:00pm with live 
music by the Teddy Bear Band. All ac#vi#es will be outdoors and children will 
remain with the same group of children all week. 
 

Our theme goes along with the St. John's upcoming Western Roundup as we are 
going on a Rocky Railway adventure! Gear up for a fun week. Each lesson is 
paired with a Bible verse, virtue of the day, and Saint of the day! 
 

Cost is just $50/child, up to a maximum of $125/family. Scholarships are  
available. Register online at: h#ps://permission.click/6q8GA/us  
 
Volunteer Opportuni#es 
We are looking for some teen volunteers to help with Vaca#on Bible School! For 
those in Confirma#on Year 1 & 2 next year this will help fill your volunteer hours 
requirement! To sign up, please email Sarah Reid at sreid@stjohns-excelsior.org 
 
Family Fun Night 
You and your family are invited to our FREE Family Fun Night pre-gala event that 
will be on the back lawn and playground on Thursday, June 24th from  
5:00-6:00pm.  
 

There will be a free hot dog meal, the Teddy Bear Band will play, AND we will 
have games! Please bring your own picnic blanket and/or lawn chairs. 
 

Please RSVP for this FREE Family Fun Night here so we know how many meals to 
prepare h#ps://"nyurl.com/familyfun24th  
 
Extreme Faith Camp 
Extreme Faith Camp is the best week of the summer for middle school students 
(high schoolers can sign up to help)! Save the date for July 25-30!  
Email khoe$@stjohns-excelsior.org if you want to register (spots limited). 
 
Bonfires 
Check the monthly calendar for bonfire dates throughout the summer! 
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Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil.………………………..5:00pm 
Sunday.…………………………..….….8:00am 
……………………………………..……..10:00am 
Tuesdays…………………….…….…...5:30pm 
Wednesdays, Thursdays…….…..8:00am 
Friday (School Mass)……………...9:00am 
Saturdays…………………………...….8:00am 
(Holy Days and Holidays—see bulle!n 
Or call Parish Office) 
 

Resurrec!on Cemetery 
5555 Covington Rd, Shorewood, MN 55331 

Sacrament of Confession  
Tuesdays……...…………………….…..5:00pm 
Wednesdays………………………….…7:30am 
Thursdays………...........................7:30am 
Fridays.……………………………...…...8:30am 
Saturdays.…………………..…..8:30-9:30am 
……………………………………....3:30-4:30pm 
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Couples must call Fr. Carlson 6 months in advance 

Sacrament of Bap!sm 
Please call the Parish Office 2 months prior to 
child’s birth. Required classes held regularly. 

A local Victim Assistance Coordinator is available to help you or anyone who has been abused or  
victimized by someone representing the Catholic Church.  

Victim Assistance Hotline: (651)291-4497  

Parish Offices 
_____________________________________________________ 
 

C12<�1: (952) 474-8868   Fax: (952) 444-3474 
 

Pastor     Ext. 216 
Father Carlson                     fr.carlson@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Deacon 
Dcn Gary Hoffman          deacongary@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Parish Administrator   Ext. 204 
Andrea McMerty-Brummer   
                           amcmerty-brummer@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Accoun#ng    Ext. 203 
Christa Vassallo                    cvassallo@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Director of Faith Forma#on   Ext. 207 
Will Beardmore              wbeardmore@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Director of Music, Liturgy & Youth Ministry Ext 206 
Kari Hoe"                  khoe"@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Communica#ons Coordinator   Ext. 208 
Sarah Reid                                    sreid@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Office & Cemetery Manager   Ext. 200 
Megan Adam                          madam@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Lead Maintenance Technician   Ext. 205 
Mike Pylka                mpylka@stjohns-excelsior.org 
 
 

School: (952) 474-5812  Fax: (952) 444-3474 
 

Principal     Ext. 301 
Angela Wroblewski      awroblewski@stjohns-excelsior.org 
Administra#ve  Assistant   Ext. 300 
Monica Benda               mbenda@stjohns-excelsior.org 
 
 

Parish Trustees: Barb Thomas, Mark Spaniol 
Finance Council Chair: Pat Johnson 
Parish Council Chair: Charlie Kanan 

Tune in to our Livestream of Masses  
h#ps://"nyurl.com/sjbyoutube 

 

Stewardship Update 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

*We have significantly lowered our Offertory Budget for the 2020-
2021 Fiscal Year. As such, our Over/(Under) may seem ar#ficially 

posi#ve, as actuals are compared to a significantly reduced budget 
number from the prior year. For this reason, we have addi#onally 

included this year's actuals compared to last year's actuals for a 
more accurate reflec#on of our offertory growth/(decline).  

 

*Please note that fluctua#on in weekly giving is o"en due to  
variable #ming of annual stewardship gi"s.  

Year-to-Date Informa"on as of : 5/3/2021 
YTD Budget $ 660,930  
YTD Actual $ 789,129  
Amount Over/(Under) $128,219  

Year-to-Date Comparison to Prior Year as of: 5/3/2021 
Prior YTD Actual $ 729,422  
Current YTD Actual $ 789,129  
Amount Over/(Under) Prior Year $59,727  

The church office is open to the public, but we ask 
that you make an appointment. All  church office 
visitors will ring the bell and wait for assistance as we 
will not staff the front desk. Unscheduled visitors are 
not allowed into the school buildings at this #me, but 
the office is open.  
 

Building Hours—Open for Prayer: 
Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm 
Saturday 8:00am-6:00pm 
Sunday 8:00am-12:00pm 

Collec"on(s) as of: 5/3/2021 

  Actual 
Sunday $7,752.00  
Plate $912.64  

  $9,019.24  
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Family Care Mini-Dental Implants
 Invisalign® Preferred Provider

Angie Weaver
Realtor, SRES
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angie@angieweaver.com

Large 3-Topping Pizza & 

16-piece Parmesan Bread 

Bites $8.99 CODE 3TFB

Carry-out only. You must ask for this limited time offer.

Order Online at www.dominos.com

Hwy 7 & 41 Shopping Center

EDINA CHAPEL
5000 W 50th Street
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Winslow Monument Service

Teresa Winslow 
Owner, Design Specialist

(952) 368-7575 | www.wmsmonuments.com 

Family-owned Chaska business for over 20 years

Building Corporation

952-475-2097
• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens & Baths

Lic #2988

& Cremation Services
Excelsior Chapel  952-474-9595

www.huberfunerals.com

JIM 2040 West 65th St. 

PETERSON Excelsior, MN 55331

 Cell (612) 961-6121

Pat Johnson 
Attorney At LAw

Personal Injury • Business Law

(612) 339-7566
120 S. 6th St. • Ste. 1515

Canadian Pacific Plaza, Minneapolis

Hurting after Abortion?

MARIAN PROJECT

Helping post-abortive 
 women & men 

heal the wounds of abortion.

Free Services    651-291-4515

Contact Steve Swenson to place an ad today! 
sswenson@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5815

Roofing • Siding • Windows 
25 years locally owned & operated

CHRIS HAGEN
612-272-5255 InclineExteriors.com

Bryan Kuffel, Account Executive 
p: 612.210.9904  c: 612.578.7888        bkuffel@riversidepayments.com

ACCEPT PAYMENTS ANYWHERE 
Complimentary analysis of your card  
processing program to ensure cost savings

Tom Abts 
General Manager

www.deerrungolf.com

PillarsSeniorLiving.com     
Tour Today  |  952-401-7444

Independent Living | Assisted Living 
Memory Care 

Minnesota Valley Roofing & Restoration, Inc.

Your roofing & restoration specialistYour roofing & restoration specialist

Call Dan 952.443.2649
www.MNVRRI.com 1251 W 82nd St Chaska, MN
dan.mnvalley@gmail.com BC#740351


