
Contact Information 
 
Pastor 
Rev. Bernie Weir 
Office: 653-4504 ext. 1 
Cell: (319) 458-0412 
bweir@stjameswashington.org 
 
Parish Office 
Genoveva Diaz ........ 653-4504 ext. 2 
gdiaz@stjameswashington.org 
 
Business Manager 
Mary Sue Marek ....... 653-4504 ext. 3 
mmarek@stjameswashington.org 
 
Faith Formation Coordinator 
Lori Fritz ....................... 653-4504 ext. 4 
lfritz@stjameswashington.org 
 
Youth Ministry  
Parish Office………...653-4504 ext. 2 
info@stjameswashington.org 
 
School Principal 
Rebecca Clarahan . 653-3631 ext. 1 
rclarahan@stjameswashington.org 
 
School Office 
Becky Adam ............. 653-3631 ext. 2 
badam@stjameswashington.org 
 
Prayer Chain 
Steve Wolfer……...(319)458– 0538 
 
Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday ................................. 5:30pm 
Sunday .................................... 9:00am  
  11:30am  Spanish 
Rosary 
Sunday  ......................................... 8:35am  
Wednesday  . 4:00 pm (Halcyon House) 
Thursday .... 3:00 pm (McCreedy Home) 
Thursday ............. 4:00 pm (Care Center) 
 
Confessions 
Thursday at 5:30pm-6:00pm and 
Saturday at 4:30pm-5:00pm. 
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Mission Statement 
“To Glorify God through Word, Worship and Service”. 

www.facebook.com/
stjameswashington 
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NOTES/NEWS I know that things are hard for everyone 
right now. The parish income is down and 
Fall Fest is going to look very different. We 
are still short in our ADA by 1,331.07 dollars. 
If you can help out with that bill that 
would be great. The new appeal starts in 
September. 
 
We don’t have many details about Fall 
Fest yet. As soon as we have them, more 

information will go out. The Fall Fest Committee is working 
hard to come up with a plan that meets all of the guidelines 
that the Diocese has laid out. We also have new guidelines 
from the State. These two sets of guidelines don’t always 
play well together. So, as soon as, we have things worked 
out we will let you know. 
 
My book this week is Barracoon, The Last Black Cargo. 
 
Math question for the Week: 15 cows get out. They walk 
down the center of the road. 10 of them go north, 5 of them 
go South. It takes 2 hours and 15 minutes to find the ones 
that went North. It takes another 2 days to find the ones that 
went South. How long does it take before a bad word 
comes out of the farmers mouth? Answer:  Never. Because 
the farmer belongs to St. James and a bad word would 
never cross their lips. 
 
We are still in need of a music teacher at St. James School.   
 
We have gone about a month with in-person Mass. If you 
said that you were not comfortable returning to Mass yet, or 
didn’t fill out a survey before and would now like to be put 
on the “Wants to attend Mass in person list”  please call the 
parish and let us know that so we can add your name.  If no 
one answers please leave a message with your phone 
number and we will get back to you.   
 
There have been some questions as to why we assign who 
can attend Mass on the weekend instead of just being able 
to show up. Two reasons. We have more people who want 
to attend than we have space for. It seems fair to me that 
we should try to be sure everyone gets to take a turn. First 
come, first served doesn’t do that.  I feel that it is better to 
know the church is full than to get turned away at the door, 
because there is no more space. If you are assigned a seat 
and then realize that you can’t attend that weekend 
please call us so we can give your space to the next person 
on the list. The second reason is for contact tracing. 
 
If you are a family of more than 3 you will be assigned two 
spaces together. If you have guests who want to attend 
Mass with you please let us know so we can rearrange the 
seating to accommodate a larger group. 
 
The St. James Golf Tournament was a great success! We 
raised nearly 3,500 dollars for the school scholarship fund.  
We want to thank Meghan and Brandon Hamilton for 
organizing it for us. They said that they will do it again next 
year. Thank you to everyone who played.  As far as I know 
there was only one hole in one.     

Be sure to wear a mask when you are out in public. 

LIVE THE LITURGY  
Grace and sin are found together. As much as our hearts 
long for union with God, there is always that part of us that 
resists. As much as I wholeheartedly believe in God, there is 
a dimension of disbelief with which I also wrestle. Even 
though we may seek purity and integrity in all of our 
thoughts, words, and deeds, there is also the path toward 
weakness and sin that we find ourselves traversing. Just as 
weeds can easily overtake the best of gardens, so too can 
weakness and sin overtake and overwhelm a person. The 
call is to realize the power the weeds of sin have to choke us 
off from God’s presence. While God allows the wheat and 
the weeds to exist together, we must keep our eyes fixed on 
God’s mercy and forgiveness and resist the death that 
comes from giving way to sin and evil. In God’s time, the 
eternal harvest will come, and we will no longer have to 
worry about the weeds. For now, we must be vigilant and 
regularly seek the assistance of the Master Gardener. ©LPi 

WHY DO WE DO THAT  
Fish on Friday 
 
Question:  
Why do Catholics eat fish on Friday?  
 
Answer: 
For centuries, meatless Fridays were the norm for Catholics 
throughout the world. Friday was chosen because that was 
the day on which Jesus died, and Christians wanted to find 
a way to honor that day with special prayers and acts of 
penance and self-denial. The practice of abstaining from 
meat on Fridays — under pain of sin — grew out of that 
desire, and it became an official part of Church teaching 
until the time of the Second Vatican Council.  
 
In the 1960s, there was a shift in the Church’s thinking, in 
large part because there was a recognition that differences 
in cultures and economic realities meant that eating or not 
eating meat had different meanings for different peoples. 
For example, in cultures that were largely dependent on 
seafood or a vegetarian diet, abstaining from meat was no 
sacrifice at all. While in other places, eating fish and other 
kinds of seafood was actually something rare and special 
and not a sacrifice. This was all part of a basic reflection on 
“why we do what we do” among the Church’s pastors.  
 
Today, Catholics throughout the world are still instructed to 
abstain from meat on the Fridays of Lent. The bishops of 
some countries, such as in England and Wales, ask Catholics 
to abstain from meat every Friday, continuing the older 
tradition. The Bishops of the United States have taken a 
slightly different approach, encouraging Catholics to honor 
Friday as a special day by abstaining from meat every Friday 
or by taking on some other work of penance or charity for 
the sake of others.  
 
Regardless of what we choose to do, the real value in all of 
this is to see a reflection of Good Friday in each Friday, to 
remember the self-giving love of Jesus, and to honor that 
love through some sort of sacrifice or act of mercy. ©LPi 



SUNSHINE COMMITTEE 
Help St. James reach out to parishioners in 
need. If you are aware of someone who needs 
a card of encouragement or concern call 
Charlotte Lindmeier at 653-6274. 

FAMILY LIFE 

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN 
To report child abuse contact: Iowa  

Department of Human Services Child Abuse  
Hotline: 800-362-2178 and if it involves clergy or 
church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, the  
Victim Assistance Coordinator, 563-349-5002; 

vac@diodav.org or PO Box 232,  
Bettendorf, IA  52722. 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
No information available for this weekend! Thank you for understanding. 

Readings for the Week of July 16, 2020 
Sunday:  Wis 12:13, 16-19,Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16 [5a],Rom 8:26-, 
 Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30  
Monday:  Mi 6:1-4, 6-8,Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23 [23b],Mt 12:38-42 
Tuesday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20,Ps 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-8 [8a],Mt 12:46-50 
Wednesday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17,Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [2], 
 Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 
Thursday:        Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13,Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-9, 10-11 [10a],Mt 13:10-17 
Friday: Jer 3:14-17,Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 [cf. 10d],Mt 13:18-23 
Saturday: 2 Cor 4:7-15,Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6 [5],Mt 20:20-28 
Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12,Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128, 129-130 
 [97a],Rom 8:28-30,Mt 13:44-52 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
 
Do What Needs to Be Done 
 
A friend recently confided in me that although 
he prayed frequently each day and was 
involved heavily in his parish, he did not sense 
much fruit coming from it all and was left feeling 
unsatisfied. I assured him he was not alone. I 
told him of a deceased pastor of mine who had 
spoken frequently about being in this type of 
situation. Even as a priest, he knew all too well 
of how we can feel like we are simply going 
through the motions. It is precisely at those times 
that continuing to pray and practicing good 
stewardship is most important, because it would 
be easier to simply take a break and risk never 
coming back. He liked to say, “Do the drill,” 
meaning just do what needs to be done. 
 
We are all called to be mature disciples who 
answer the call of Jesus Christ regardless of the 
cost. We cannot choose when and where the 
call will come. We cannot schedule our 
stewardship in a way that is always most 
convenient for us. Even when the fruits of our 
faithful efforts seem hidden from us, we hold to 
the promise that we are never called to give of 
ourselves for nothing. God is working through us 
and in us. No matter how dry the land may 
seem, seeds are being planted to yield a 
harvest greater than we can ever realize. Stay 
strong and do the drill! 
 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
©LPi 

MEALS ON WHEELS 
St. James Parish will be in charge of Meals on Wheels deliveries for  the 
month of August. Meals on Wheels is the daily personal delivery of lunch 
to the homebound. You'll be delivering nutritious meals, warm smiles, 
and safety checks that help keep Washington's seniors healthy, safe, 
and living independently in their own homes. 
 
We ask that you commit to delivering meals for a full week. Meals are 
delivered Monday through Friday only. We also ask that you go with a 
partner for ease of navigation. Please contact the parish office to sing 
up. 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  
 
First Reading 
The Jewish sage speaks of God as master of all who judges us with 
clemency and governs us with leniency. What are some areas of your 
life that make you grateful for a merciful God?  
 
Second Reading 
Paul teaches the Christians in Rome that the Spirit helps us “to pray as 
we ought.” When do you find yourself most at prayer?  
 
Gospel Reading 
We hear today a series of parables describing aspects of the kingdom of 
heaven: the parable of the weeds among the wheat, the parable of the 
mustard seed, and the parable of the yeast. What do you think makes 
Jesus’ parables such an effective method for teaching about the 
mystery of the kingdom of heaven?  
 
©LPi 

ADAM’S RIBS 
One weekend at Sunday School, they were teaching how God created 
everything, including human beings. Little Johnny seemed especially 
intent when they told him how Eve was created out of one of Adam’s 
ribs.  
 
Later in the week his mother noticed him lying down as though he were 
ill, and asked him, “Johnny, what is the matter?” 
 
“I have pain in my side,” Johnny responded. “I think I’m going to have a 
wife.” 



This week at St. James . . . 
 

Remember, all Masses are reserved seating to 
accommodate social distancing guidelines.  

Thank you! 
 
Monday, July 20   
 NO MASS 
 
Tuesday, July 21  
 MASS-The People 8:00 am (CH) 
 
Wednesday, July 22          
 MASS-Jane Weber 8:00 am (CH)      
                                                      
Thursday, July 23 
 MASS-Keith Kutkomp 8:00 am (CH) 
                                
Friday, July 24       
 MASS-CDA Living & Deceased Members8:00 am (CH)  
             
Saturday, July 25 
 MASS-Craig L. Stauffer 5:30 pm (CH) 
                   
Sunday, July 26 
 MASS-Maude Kennedy 9:00 am (CH) 
 MASS-The People 11:30 am (CH) 
   
 
KEY: THB-Tobin Hall Basement,  

TH-Tobin Hall, CH-Church,  
CHB-Church Basement,  

KC-KC Hall, CR-Conf. Room,  
GYM-SJ School Gym,  

YR-Youth Room 

PARISHIONER INFORMATION UPDATE 
 Have you remembered to notify the parish of an 
email or phone number change? Perhaps you had a 
change of address recently? Please take a moment 
to keep us informed. Return this form in the collection 
basket, or  at the parish office. 
 

Name_________________________________ ____________  

Address ___________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip ______________________________________ 

Home Phone ______________________________________ 

Cell Phone ________________________________________ 

□ I prefer electronic communication. 
□ I would like to join St. James Parish. 
□ I’m moving away, please remove me from roster. 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
Grace and sin, belief and unbelief, good and evil all 
exist together. While we wrestle with these two 
dimensions of reality inwardly, they are also witnessed 
in the actions and words of others. Many, all too 
often, beat themselves up because of their sin. We 
are also all too quick to pass judgment on others 
whom we perceive to be in error and walking down 
a wrong path. God does not make rash judgments, 
nor should we. Patience is the order of the day as is 
an understanding that God is ultimately the caller of 
the shots. 
 
Our faith tells us that while God allows the wheat and 
the weeds to coexist, the wheat will always triumph. 
As long as we can cultivate even a little faith and a 
small measure of desire for God, He can produce 
abundant blessings and good things. Even when the 
weeds seem to have triumphed, there still may be a 
small measure of faith remaining that can be 
cultivated and grown. It doesn’t take much! Unless a 
person totally allows the weeds to reign, there is 
always to be found at least a small measure of faith, 
good, light, and love. With even this small portion, 
God can produce abundant growth.  
 
Admittedly, it is easy to give into the weeds, and they 
grow very quickly. Any gardener knows this to be 
true. Sometimes, the weeds even seem more 
attractive and vibrant. Dealing with weeds can 
quickly become a losing battle, and they can look 
healthier and grow faster than the very plants we are 
trying to protect. It’s easy to give into them and let 
them win. While God will deal with all things in due 
time, we are responsible for keeping things in check 
in the short term. It is our task to keep our eyes fixed 
on God’s presence and mercy. We are asked to 
avoid judgment. And, it is not our responsibility to 
deal with the weeds in someone else’s garden, only 
our own. One garden is enough responsibility for 
anyone. 
 
Weeds have power. We have to realize this. While 
they can appear attractive and healthy, they can 
quickly choke us off from God’s presence. Our task is 
one of maintenance and cultivating a desire for 
God. Even the smallest kernel of faith can grow into 
something wonderful. In God’s time, the eternal 
harvest will come, and we will no longer have to 
worry about the weeds. ©LPi 
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Marty Beenblossom & Amber Trettin  
Funeral Directors

116 E. Main Street • Washington, IA

Ph: 319.653.2105 
www.jonesfh.com

 
Barry McNulty, FICF 
 Field Agent 
BARRY.MCNULTY@KOFC.ORG  
319-931-1574

• Life Insurance 
• Long Term Care 
• IRAs 
• Disability Income 
• Retirement Planning

AXIS VISION CARE 
OPTOMETRISTS

Dr. Timothy Courtney • Dr. Ryan Striegel 
Parish Vendor

221 North 2nd Ave • Washington, IA 52353

653-4558
www.axisvisioncare.com

Aspelmeier, Fisch, power, 
engberg & helling, p.l.c. 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

304 N. Locust St., Winfield, IA 
319-257-6700 or 319-754-6587

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

Hospice of Washington County
948 East 11th Street • Washington, IA

www.hospicewc.com

Main: 319.653.7321
Toll Free: 888.966.6608

Find us on Facebook

        “When Caring Matters Most”

Kimberly & Brian Coleman, Parishioners 
Cell: 319-653-1715  Home: 319-653-1715

Obria Medical Clinics 
Iowa City 

Strength for Lifes Tough Choices

821 S. Gilbert, Iowa City 
319-337-0575 

www.obria.org

Leison Pumping, Inc.
A division of Leichty & Sons Construction

• Septic Tank Pumping
• Line Jetting

• Time of Transfer Septic
System Inspection

• Camera Pipe Inspection

319-256-8009 

Leichty & Son
Construction Inc.

Site Preparation • Basements • Utilities

Ponds • Demolition • Rock Hauling

Septic Systems • GPS Tiling Installation

319-256-8009

GREINER DISCOUNT TIRES 
The Tire Professionals Quality Service and Repair Since 1957

Medium Truck Tires • Implement and Tractor Tires 
Passenger & Light Truck Tires 

We Specialize in All Your Tire Needs 
On the Farm Service Truck

 CALL FOR HONEST TIMELY SERVICE  Hours:  
 319-653-3880 M-F 7:30am-5pm
 1409 East Washington St. • Washington, IA Sat 7:30am-12pm

116 E. Washington St. • Washington, IA 52353

Connie Larsen Broker  (319) 653-1585
Kim Linnenkamp, Owner  (319) 548-0132

Paul Horak, Luke Horak, Liz Hall, Jordan Hesseltine

Energy Efficient Ag/Residential Lighting 
Residential & Wholesale Lighting & Supplies 

Jason Prochaska, President/Owner 
319-653-2123 • www.sitlersledsupplies.com

LED Lighting

Dennis Franzen
Residential-Farm-Commercial

24 Hr Emergency Service
42 Years of Experience

319-653-2831

Drish Drainage
2450 Sockum Ridge Rd. 

Washington, IA

319-863-3021

BETTER FIELDS 
CROP INSURANCE

Ken Reed, CCA 
Crop Insurance Agent 

Parishioner
1946 270th Street, Washington, IA 52353 

Ph: (319) 653-9936 • Mobile: (319) 863-3367 
Fax: (319) 653-4293 • Betterfields@hotmail.com

Earthly Blessings 
Helping to support the students of St James 

Store Hours: Tues-Fri 10-5:30 • Sat 10-3  

104 W. Main St.  

319-653-1004 

St. James Class of 1966

HARBISON FENCINGHARBISON FENCING  
For All your Fencing NeedsFor All your Fencing Needs

Barb Wire • Woven Wire Barb Wire • Woven Wire 
Silt Fence • Brush Mowing Silt Fence • Brush Mowing 

Pasture Clean Up • Tree ShearPasture Clean Up • Tree Shear

319-461-0376319-461-0376

Professional Craftsmanship 
Residential & Commercial Remodels 

Built With Pride

(319) 217-2180 
www.hbhpros.com 

Your Complete Locksmith 
641-451-KEYS (5397) 
www.thelockdr.com

Shop & Mobile Locksmith Service 
Licensed - Bonded - Insured 

Residential & Commercial Service

The Lock DR.

528 Hwy 1 South, Washington, IA
319-653-5406

Rodney’s Construction  
Excavating, Backfilling, Tile Repairs 

Landscape, Sodding, Seeding 
Lot Line Painting & Lot Repairs 

Fence Line & Brush Mowing 
Farmstead & Estate Cleanup  

Trailer Lighting Repairs & Inspection 
Sewer Camera & Locating  

Please leave message 319-653-3599

Brian Strabala • 653-3558

SouthEastern Cabinets
Serving with Quality and Integrity

Southeast Iowa CabinetsALL
AMERICAN
PEST CONTROL

3rd Generation Family Business
Locally Owned & Operated 

 Phil Laux Trevor Taghon
     Washington Cell 
   (319) 653-3152            (319) 461-9277    

www.allamericaniowa.com 

Ron Greiner - Owner
319-863-7106 • Washington, IA

Courteous Service • Frame Repair • Insurance Work Specialist
Towing Available • Auto Glass Replacement

Colbert
Carpet Care

   John & Linda  Colbert

  319-653-3716

Always Fresh, Always Affordable, 
Always Fareway

653-5064

Serving Washington Since 2005
Chris Linnenkamp, Owner

319-548-0122

Precision Color Match • Glass Services
All Insurances Worked With

501 East Railroad St • Wayland

319-256-5185

319-653-2441
archerapp1@gmail.com

1703 W Washington St, Washington


