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Trust in Divine Mercy 
 

Most merciful Jesus, 
I turn to You in my need. 

You are worthy of my complete trust. 
You are faithful in all things. 

When my life is filled with confusion, give 
me clarity and faith. 

When I am tempted to despair, fill my soul 
with hope. 

 
Most merciful Jesus, 

I trust You in all things. 
I trust in Your perfect plan for my life. 
I trust You when I cannot comprehend 

Your divine Will. 
I trust You when all feels lost. 

Jesus, I trust You more than I trust myself. 
 

Most merciful Jesus, 
You are all-knowing. 

Nothing is beyond Your sight. 
You are all-loving. 

Nothing in my life is beyond Your concern. 
You are all-powerful. 

Nothing is beyond Your grace. 
 

Most merciful Jesus, 
I trust in You, 
I trust in You, 
I trust in You. 

May I trust You always and in all things. 
May I daily surrender to Your Divine Mercy. 
Most Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of Mercy, 
Pray for us as we turn to you in our need. 



May 17, 2020 Sixth Sunday of Easter 

First Reading: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 
Philip went down to a city of Sama'ria, and proclaimed to them 
the Christ. And the multitudes with one accord gave heed to what 
was said by Philip, when they heard him and saw the signs which 
he did. For unclean spirits came out of many who were possessed, 
crying with a loud voice; and many who were paralyzed or lame 
were healed. So there was much joy in that city. Now when the 
apostles at Jerusalem heard that Sama'ria had received the word of 
God, they sent to them Peter and John, who came down and 
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit; for it had 
not yet fallen on any of them, but they had only been baptized in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid their hands on them 
and they received the Holy Spirit. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:15-18 
But in your hearts reverence Christ as Lord. Always be prepared 
to make a defense to any one who calls you to account for the 
hope that is in you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence; and 
keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are abused, those 
who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. For 
it is better to suffer for doing right, if that should be God's will, 
than for doing wrong. For Christ also died for sins once for all, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being 
put to death in the flesh but made alive in the Spirit. 
 
Gospel: John 14:15-21 
"If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will 
pray the Father, and he will give you another Counselor, to be 
with you for ever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him; you know 
him, for he dwells with you, and will be in you. "I will not leave 
you desolate; I will come to you. Yet a little while, and the world 
will see me no more, but you will see me; because I live, you will 
live also. In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and 
you in me, and I in you. He who has my commandments and 
keeps them, he it is who loves me; and he who loves me will be 
loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to 
him." 
 
 
Hello brothers and sister in Christ, 
 
The story of Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow seems to be one of 
two wayward individuals in the early 1900’s who loved one 
another deeply. Although they committed numerous robberies and 
murders together, they were committed to sticking by each other 
through the most difficult times. They were captivated by each 
other at their first meeting. As they both did stints in prison, they 
waited faithfully until the other was released. They were loyal, 
never turning the other into the authorities. They were willing to 
die for and with one another. This kind of love can capture our 
imagination as we allow ourselves to overlook the horrors of their 
crimes and focus on the impassioned and spontaneous aspect of 
their love. But when the veneer of their love is revealed, we 
discover that the relationship of Bonnie and Clyde never really 
had anything to do with love.  
 
In light of the appearance of love between these two historic 
characters, we must examine what love truly is. In our culture 
love is often explained as feelings we have towards another, these 
feelings will then be expressed by acts of affection. If this is the 
definition of love, then the love Bonnie and Clyde had was 
expressed through their faithfulness to one another and their 
willingness to sacrifice their life for one another. 

If our feelings dictate love then we can say that Bonnie and 
Clyde’s love was among the strongest we have ever seen. If 
culture’s definition of love is correct, then we have no real control 
of who we love and we can fall in and out of love at arbitrary 
times in our lives as determined by our feelings. But we know 
through our own experiences that love is not just feeling a certain 
attraction, or having a passion for someone or something. Love is 
something that lasts over time. Love takes work. 
 
Love is real work. We don’t just sit still when we love, we are 
directed by it and act toward it. In the Gospel Jesus tells us “If 
you love me, you will keep my commandments.” Jesus places 
limitations on how we express our love for him. This seems 
restrictive. Of course, we want to love Jesus, but our disposition 
might be to love Jesus on our own terms. ‘I want to love the way 
that I love.’ But this is a disordered, selfish attitude. Love is not 
selfish. It demands that we be selfless.  
 
When we keep God’s commands we act in a selfless way because 
we admit that it is not us who determines what love is, but it is 
God who is love, and who is the source of love, who determines 
this. To keep God’s commands is to love him because everything 
that comes from him is given to us out of love and is for our 
benefit. If we attempt to love God (or others) outside of his 
commands this constitutes as a sin. God’s commands are given to 
us that we might avoid sin and learn to love appropriately.  
 
We ought to remain faithful to God’s commands because God is 
someone who is worthy of our faithfulness. We see his 
faithfulness manifested to us as Jesus sacrificed his life so that we 
might have life through him. His faithfulness is directed to our 
good.  
 
What seemed to be virtuous in those acts of self-sacrifice and 
faithfulness involved in the relationship between Bonnie and 
Clyde was not really virtuous at all because these were not 
directed to the good of the other. Part of the definition of a 
sacrifice is the giving up of something for the sake of that which 
is of greater importance. Bonnie and Clyde were willing to 
sacrifice their own life for the sake of the other. But this is not a 
real sacrifice because they were not willing to sacrifice their life 
for the good of the other, but instead to the other’s detriment. The 
true sacrifice would have been to turn the other into the 
authorities in order to prevent them from sinning and eventually 
losing their lives in a shootout with law enforcement. The love 
they had was not true love because they did not do for each other 
what was truly good. What they had was something more like 
infatuation or misplaced affection.  
 
To love is to will the good of the other. If we do not act for the 
good of those whom we love, then we act in sinfulness. Sin is 
contrary to love and to all that is good. Sin bring death into the 
world, both a physical death but above all a spiritual death which 
leads to eternal death. When Jesus tells us that we must keep his 
commands in order to love him, it is in invitation to love and to be 
loved by him. The alternative to keeping his command is sin, and 
sin is incompatible with love. In God there is no sin or death 
because God is the fulness of love, life, and goodness.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Matthew 



St. Elizabeth, St. Joseph and SS Peter & Paul 

  CHECK US OUT ONLINE: 
   Website: WWW.SESJPP.ORG                                    

       Mass Schedule & Intentions 

Sunday May 17 Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 +Marvin Mastey 

Monday  May 18 St. John I, Pope & Martyr 

  

Tuesday May 19 Easter Weekday 

 +Edward Kampa 

Wednesday May 20 St. Bernardine of Siena, Priest 

 +Gerald Jurek 

Thursday May 21 Easter Weekday 

 +Joseph Graczyk 

Friday  May 22  St. Rita of Cascia, Religious 

  +Margaret Szanfranski 

Saturday May 23 Easter Weekday 

 +Margaret Stellmach 

Sunday  May 24 Ascension of the Lord 

 +Gerald Winter 

    
PLEASE NOTE FATHER WILL HAVE PRIVATE MASS 
DAILY AND WILL SAY MASS FOR THE INTENTION OF 
THE DAY.     

May 17, 2020 Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Diocesan Website: www.stclouddiocese.org 
The Vatican: w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/it.html 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Web-
site: www.usccb.org  
Relevant Radio ~ 11:80 AM ~ All Catholic Radio Station 

Readings for the week of May 17, 2020 
 
Sunday: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 [1]/1 Pt 
3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 

Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b [cf. 
4a]/Jn 15:26—16:4a 

Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 [7c]/Jn 
16:5-11 

Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14/
Jn 16:12-15 

Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [cf. 2b]/Jn 
16:16-20 

Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/
Mt 28:16-20 

Friday: Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/Jn 16:20-23 

Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10 [8a]/Jn 16:23b-28 

Next Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/
Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 

7th Sunday of Easter: Acts 1:12-14/Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8 [13]/1 Pt 
4:13-16/Jn 17:1-11a 

FAITH FORMATION  
• Family Formation May home lessons can be 

picked up in the back of the Church 

• Enjoy this time growing in faith in your home 
with your family! 

• We have materials in the parish Faith Formation 
office for parishioners to borrow. Please contact 
Rhonda Stay for more information 

         TRI-PARISH INFORMATION 

Parish Secretary: Georgiann Brenny 
Phone (320)-387-2255 
Email: SESJPPCHURCHES@JETUP.NET 
Website: WWW.SESJPP.ORG 
Bookkeeper: Janice Helmin 
Faith Formation: —Rhonda Stay 320-387-2544 
rhondastay@gmail.com 
St. Joseph Hall Managers: Lou Brown 355-2333  
Joyce Helmin 355-2229  Check our Church’s 
website for more Hall information. 



Welcome to St. Elizabeth, St. Joseph and SS Peter & Paul 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
SS PETER & PAUL              May 10, 2020 

 

Adult, Sunday [9] .................................................... $840.00 
Candle ...........................................................................$26.00 
Total ........................................................................... $866.00 
 
 

Parish Center: 
Total Donations .....................................................  $371,355 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ST ELIZABETH                   April 19, 2020 
 

Adult, Sunday [9] ................................................. $1,400.00 
Easter [1]  ...................................................................... $75.00 
 
Total ......................................................................... $1,475.00 
 
 
 
 

ST. JOSEPH                           April 19, 2020 

Adults, Sunday [4] .................................................. $780.00 
Easter [1] ....................................................................... $30.00 
Home Mission [1] ...................................................... $20.00 
Total ........................................................................... $830.00 

Although during this time we are not able to worship 
together on Sundays for Mass, please remember that your 
parish needs your support to sustain daily operations. 
You may send in your contributions to the office or sign 
up in order to give electronically which can be found on 
the front page of our website. 

St. Cloud Diocese corona virus update 
• The bishop has ordered that Masses with the people 

will be suspended through Monday, May 18th barring 
any future restrictions 

• Churches have been reopened, please remember to 
practice social distancing, and be aware of any 
sanitary instructions that may be at the entrance of 
the church. 

• If you are feeling ill please remain at home 

• Confirmation, which was scheduled for May, 17th 
will be postponed to a later date. 

• If you are in need of confession please make an 

appointment with Fr. Matthew 

Prayer to the Holy Trinity 

O Eternal God! O Eternal Trinity! Through the union of 
Thy divine nature Thou hast made so precious the Blood of 
Thine only-begotten Son! O eternal Trinity, Thou art as 
deep a mystery as the sea, in whom the more I seek, the 
more I find; and the more I find, the more I seek. For even 
immersed in the depths of Thee, my soul is never satisfied, 
always famished and hungering for Thee, eternal Trinity, 
wishing and desiring to see Thee, the True Light. 

O eternal Trinity, with the light of understanding I have 
tasted and seen the depths of Thy mystery and the beauty of 
Thy creation. In seeing myself in Thee, I have seen that I 
will become like Thee. O eternal Father, from Thy power 
and Thy wisdom clearly Thou hast given to me a share of 
that wisdom which belongs to Thine Only-begotten Son. 
And truly hast the Holy Spirit, who proceedeth from Thee, 
Father and Son, given to me the desire to love Thee. 

O eternal Trinity, Thou art my maker and I am Thy 
creation. Illuminated by Thee, I have learned that Thou hast 
made me a new creation through the Blood of Thine Only-
begotten Son because Thou art captivated by love at the 
beauty of Thy creation. 

O eternal Trinity, O Divinity, O unfathomable abyss, O 
deepest sea, what greater gift could Thou givest me then 
Thy very Self? Thou art a fire that burns eternally yet never 
consumed, a fire that consumes with Thy heat my self-love. 
Again and again Thou art the fire who taketh away all cold 
heartedness and illuminateth the mind by Thy light, the 
light with which Thou hast made me to know Thy truth. 

By this mirrored light I know Thou are the highest good, a 
good above all good, a fortunate good, an incomprehensible 
good, an unmeasurable good, a beauty above all beauty, a 
wisdom above all wisdom, for Thou art wisdom itself, the 
food of angels, the fire of love that Thou givest to man. 

Thou art the garment covering our nakedness. Thou feedest 
our family with Thy sweetness, a sweetness Thou art from 
which there is no trace of bitterness. O Eternal Trinity! 

Amen. 

By St. Catherine of Sienna 
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6634 Hwy 25 NE, Foley, MN 56329
www.grandchampionmeats.com

320 968 7267
meats this good are rare.
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MARK REIMER AIF®, FSS 
License #45511 

O: 320.252.4062     C: 320.267.3215 
50 14th Ave. E Ste 106C, Sartell MN 56377

Mid Minnesota Money Management, Inc. is independent of Parkland Securities, LLC. 
Securities offered through Parkland Securities, LLC. Member FINRA/SIPC

2793 65th Ave. NE 
(320) 253-8340

Custom Cabinetry & Counter Tops
Residential & Commercial work 

www.brennycabinets.com

Pojo’s Store & Auto
387-2829

*Groceries *Gas *Fishing & Hunting 
Licenses *Oil Changes *Auto Body 

*Misc. Repairs * New and used tires 
Gilman

Proudly Representing: 

Sam Lieser
Realtor ® 

320-248-6872 
SamLieser@EdinaRealty.com 

SamLieser.com 

      
       Purpose Driven Realty Team 

       Your purpose is our passion.

Compeer Financial, ACA is an Equal Credit Opportunity 
Lender. NMLS #619731 ©2018 All Rights Reserved

EHREN TIMMERS
320.290.7494

JOHN TIMMERS
320.241.1012

663 Roosevelt Road • St. Cloud, MN 56301

Grub & Pub Bar & Restaurant
$1.00 OFF food or liquor with this coupon

Homemade Pizzas • LP Gas • 24 Hr Fuel

355-9692
14 Miles North of Foley in Ramey

Limit: one person per day

Oak Park Co-op Creamery 
• FEED • SEED  
• FERTILIZER

Customer-Mixed Rations
16623 Ironwood Rd NE, Oak Park

320.968.7864

Mike Brenny
Construction, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
New Construction & Remodeling

Mike Brenny • 320-260-2611
PO Box 77• Foley

License No. 20126249

Minnesota

CatholicMatch.com/MN

GILMAN COOP CREAMERY
FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE

(320) 387-2770 
9920 115th St. NE • Gillman

gilmancreamery.com

Foley Auto Glass
Auto, Truck & Farm • Free Onsite Service

 Mike 
968-9931 or 355-3131

It’s All We Do & We Do It BEST
Basements • Dragline • Black Dirt Screened • Class #2 Granite 

 Fill Sand • Crushed Concrete • Site Preparation • Rip Rap

5 Central Avenue N • St. Stephen, MN 56375 
office: 320.257.CROP (2767) • mobile:  320.293.3253 

alphonse@cstoneag.com

Gapinski Construction
Specializing in Pole Buildings

Call Paul at 320-387-2281 or 
Greg at 387-2979

Serving 
Residential, Commercial and Agricultural

Call for a free estimate

Hwy 23 E., Sauk Rapids • 320-252-2010
Hwy 27 E., Little Falls • 320-632-5469

www.mmcjd.com

General Excavating
Specializing in

On-Site Septic Systems
MPCA Certified Installer

Ray Novak
320-290-2259

Foley, MN

Katka’s Monuments
For an Everlasting Memorial

RALPH KATKA
Grave Markers & Monuments of Any Design, Duplications,
Cemetery Lettering, Vases & Straightening of Monuments

Ph: 320-387-2350
8390 Golden Spike Rd. NE • Foley, MN 56329

Foley Funeral Home  
& Cremation Provider

“Service with Dignity”
Greg M. Wenner, Owner/Director

Sarah K. Schmidt, Director/Ins Agent
320-968-7111

www.foleyfuneralhome.net

WELLS  • PUMPS

WATER SOFTENERS

24 Hour Service

St. Joseph, MN 320-363-7453 or 888-363-7453

PETRON
Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.

Free Estimates
3883 155th Street N.E. • Rice, MN 56367

Jim Petron • (320) 393-2692

North Benton
Redi-Mix, Inc.

320-355-2425 - Plant
320-355-2725 - Office

Affordable Concrete, Front Discharge Mixers 
FREE Estimates

Fill - Class 5 Gravel • Granite - Black Dirt 

 
Washed & Unwashed Products

Round River Rock - Pea Rock - Washed Sand - Crushed Rock (1 1/2 ,3/4, 3/8)

Kelm & Reuter, P.A.
Attorney’s Who Make a DifferenceTM

(320) 251-1423 
www.kelmreuter.com

 

www.dmeats.com
dombrovski meats co.

968-6275

O’Brien Dental 
Steven W. O’Brien, D.D.S. 

Stephanie A.O. Driesssen, D.D.S.  
311 Dewey St. • Foley, MN 

320-968-7062

 968-6291 

contactus@foleylumber.com 

John & Karolyn Brenny, Owners

(800) 824-5051 
www.Brenny.com

God Bless you 
and your 
Families!

877-256-3680877-256-3680

❤

Jason Quade

Homes, Land, Commercial

320-980-1022
Search the entire MLS at: 

JQhomes.comRealtor

– Sewer & Portable Rentals–
Becker, MN | 320-761-0413

Contact Gary Stang • gstang@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5838

Route 26 Bar and Grill
Morrill, MN | (320)355-9629

Wednesday through Sunday 11AM to 1AM 
Kitchen Hours Sunday, Wednesday & Thursday 11AM to 8:30PM  

Friday and Saturday 11AM to 9PM
Meat Raffle the 1st and 3rd Friday of each month at 7PM

Serving Homemade Pizza


