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It is with great joy that I am able to 
announce that Masses will recommence on 
May 27th. Although we will have the 
opportunity to celebrate together, you are 
still not obligated to go to Mass if you think 
that you will be putting your health at risk. 
 
If you do decide to attend Mass please take 
any appropriate sanitary precautions.   
 
The decision to allow Masses to be 
celebrated as a community has been one 
that the bishops of Minnesota have 
prudently discerned that this is the 
appropriate time given our current 
circumstances. For more information on 
their decision I have included the letter they 
sent out last week in the following pages.  
 



May 24th, 2020  Ascension of the Lord  

May 20, 2020 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 The Catholic Bishops of Minnesota, along with many 
people of faith, were disappointed in Governor Walz’s 
May 13 announcement that he would end the Stay-at-Home 
order to allow more commerce but prohibit religious 
gatherings of more than ten people. We have attempted to 
work collaboratively with the Walz Administration up to this 
time, seeking the guidance of the Department of Public 
Safety and the Department of Public Health to help us 
strengthen our specific safety protocols based on the 
statewide plan. Along with some Lutheran colleagues, we 
submitted a plan to the Governor on May 8 that detailed 
the sanitation measures we would take and proposed a cap 
on occupancy limited to 33 percent of building capacity. 
Our proposed protocols are based on the work undertaken 
by a group of national medical experts and theologians, 
the Thomistic Institute, and they are consistent with the 
practices that have already been put in place in many 
dioceses throughout the United States. We continue our 
willingness to make any necessary adjustments to our safety 
protocols upon review.  
The Life of Faith is Essential 
Given our willingness to coordinate with the Governor, we 
are especially disappointed that his most recent order (20-
56) does not address both the vital importance that faith 
plays in the lives of Americans, especially in this time of 
pandemic, and the fundamental religious freedom 
possessed by houses of worship that allows our country to 
thrive. The Governor’s remarks today further underscored a 
failure to appreciate the role of our Church and other faith 
groups in serving the community. The human cost to this 
pandemic has been extraordinary, not just in terms of lives 
lost to the virus but the rapidly growing problems of job 
loss, depression, crime and violence, and substance abuse. 
As Pope Francis has said, the church must be a field hospital, 
ministering to all, but especially the poor and vulnerable. 
He has cautioned that overly drastic measures that limit 
church life will have a disproportionate impact on “the little 
ones” and those who have no one to rely on. 
The bishops of Minnesota are united in our conviction that 
we can safely resume public Masses in accordance with both 
our religious duties and with accepted public health and 
safety standards. We can worship in a way that reflects 

both the love of God and the love of our neighbors (cf. 
Mark 12:30-31). Therefore, we are giving our parishes 
permission for the resumption of the public celebration of 
Mass on Tuesday, May 26, which will give us time to be 
ready for the celebration of Pentecost on May 31. Parishes 
will be required to follow the strict protocols we have 
published for sanitation and social distancing and will have 
to limit attendance to one-third of the seating capacity of 
the church. No one will be obliged to attend, as the bishops 
of Minnesota will continue to dispense from the obligation to 
attend Sunday Mass. 
Responsible Worship in Service of the Common Good 
We share the Governor’s concern about the importance of 
taking all reasonable precautions to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. We have charged our parishes with the task of 
preparing for a limited return to public Mass, but we are 
not requiring them to begin public Mass on May 26. Each 
parish community needs to be comfortable that it can meet 
the standards set forth in extensive and stringent diocesan 
protocols. We already know that many will be unable to do 
that immediately because of the configuration of their 
churches or because of a shortage of staff or supplies. They 
need a plan for how they would limit admittance to one-
third of the seating capacity of their church, and how they 
will seat those who arrive. We also recognize that some 
parishes may choose, for now, to adhere to the existing ten-
person limit. We trust local leadership will determine when 
they are able to follow all the directives and open, and we 
stand ready to assist them when necessary. 
We also know that parishes may have to adjust to changing 
circumstances, recognizing that we do not know how the 
pandemic will affect us in the weeks and months ahead. A 
parish that begins public Mass on Pentecost, for example, 
may have to impose further restrictions later in the year, in 
the event of an outbreak in the local community.  
We have made it clear that the obligation of a Catholic to 
attend Sunday Mass remains suspended and we have 
uniformly encouraged those most at risk to stay home. Not 
surprisingly, dioceses in other states that have already 
reopened their churches for public Masses report that the 
number of those attending is significantly reduced. We ask 
our parishes to continue to provide ministry by live 
streaming even when public Masses resume. We find it 
reasonable, moreover, that parishes would continue to look 
for opportunities for outdoor celebrations. 

Congratulations on your 
Marriage  

Dylan Standafer & Abby Genereau  
16th of May, 2020 

May you continually grow closer 
together through Christ’s love Letter by the Minnesota Bishops  



St. Elizabeth, St. Joseph and SS Peter & Paul 
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Rights and Responsibilities 
In moving forward with public worship in this limited manner, 
we wish to provide more explanation for our decision. First, 
the six dioceses of Minnesota voluntarily suspended parish 
activities, Catholic schools, and the public celebration of 
Mass, and did so before any executive orders were put in 
place. We have followed public health guidance and 
Governor Walz’s  leadership so that we, as a state, could 
1) flatten the curve, 2) allow time for the necessary health 
care infrastructure to be created to handle a surge of 
patients and avoid unnecessary deaths, and 3) allow a 
testing regime to be put in place to limit spread of COVID-
19. We have done so because we care for our neighbors 
and it is important for us to be in solidarity with our 
vulnerable sisters and brothers. We have also done so out 
of respect for rightful authority—another biblical principle 
(cf. Romans 13). 

Second, we have attempted to engage in dialogue 
with the Administration. We have twice sent the Governor 
letters asking for a dialogue, most recently last Saturday. 
Though public health and public safety officials have 
listened to our concerns and have created opportunities for 
input and conversation, we have not received a concrete 
timeline and roadmap for resuming public worship that 
includes reasonable guidance on congregational size. 

Third, we believe we have been leading by 
example. Our people and institutions have enthusiastically 
cooperated with the public health guidance and have been 
part of the solution at every turn: providing relief to 
struggling families, finding creative ways to minister to a 
suffering people, serving on the front lines of the health 
care crisis, and leaping forward in technology to meet the 
demand for spiritual comfort created by this pandemic. Our 
decision to suspend the public celebration of Mass was 
painful. We made that decision not because we were 
compelled to do so, but because we judged that the 
circumstances required it. We believe that those 
circumstances have changed, as confirmed by the 
Governor’s decision to end the Stay-at-Home order and 
allow more commerce. It is now permissible for an 
unspecified number of people to go to shopping malls and 
enter stores, so long as no more than 50 percent of the 
occupancy capacity is reached. Big-box stores have 
hundreds of people inside at any one time, and the number 
of goods that are being handled and distributed in one 
store by many people—stock staff, customers, cashiers—is 
astounding. Workers are present for many hours per day, 
often in close proximity. There is no state mandate that 
customers wear masks in those malls or stores, wash their 
hands consistently, or follow any specific cleaning protocol. 
In these circumstances, and given the well-researched 
protocols that we have proposed (and that are being 
followed successfully elsewhere in our nation) how can 
reason require us any longer to keep our faithful from the 
Eucharist? 

We are blessed to live in a nation that guarantees 
the free exercise of religion. This right can only be 
abridged for a compelling governmental interest, and only 

in a way that is narrowly tailored to be the least restrictive 
means of achieving the desired end. That is why a large 
majority of states now allow in-person religious services, 
including many states that had previously suspended in-
person religious services. We think that the executive order 
issued last Wednesday fails this test. An order that sweeps 
so broadly that it prohibits, for example, a gathering of 11 
people in a Cathedral with a seating capacity of several 
thousand defies reason. Therefore, we have chosen to move 
forward in the absence of any specific timeline laid out by 
Governor Walz and his Administration. We cannot allow an 
indefinite suspension of the public celebration of the Mass. 

 In conclusion, as local leadership makes these 
important decisions about when to safely re-open, we ask 
them to be in communication with diocesan leadership about 
their plans. The bishops of Minnesota are grateful that we 
have such excellent leadership in our parishes and we know 
that as we work together, we can provide for the essential 
sacramental life of our faithful, fulfill our duty to worship 
God, and do so in a way that also protects the common 
good of our state (cf. Matthew 6:25-34). 

 

We remain yours in Christ Jesus the Lord, 

Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda      Most Rev. John M. Quinn 
Most Rev. Michael J. Hoeppner  
Most Rev. Donald J. Kettler     Most Rev. Andrew H. Cozzens 
Most Rev. John M. LeVoir         Very Rev. James Bissonette 
 

Hello brothers and sister in Christ, 
 
I desired to share this letter written by the bishops of 
Minnesota as it reveals that our bishops share, and have 
heard many of our concerns. The letter emphasizes that 
our faith life is essential. I am delighted that our bishops 
have addressed this concern. What does it say about our 
priorities when we are free to go shopping for material 
goods, but we are not free to receive spiritual goods from 
attending Mass. Our physical health is very important, but 
more important than our physical wellbeing is our spiritual 
wellbeing. It is our spiritual nature which will carry us 
through a physical death to the resurrection. This letter 
also reveals that our civil authorities, although they 
deserve our respect, are often not sympathetic to our 
Christian values. The value which we place above all is 
the Mass, since it is at Mass we receive Christ in the 
Eucharist. For those who do not believe in the True 
Presence it is almost impossible for them to understand the 
lengths Catholics are willing to undergo in order to attend 
Mass in person. In this time when we have been away 
from Christ in the Eucharist and away from one another, I 
hope that your desire to receive Christ in the Eucharist has 
grown, along with your desire to know and love your 
neighbor.  
 
God bless, 
Fr. Matthew 



Welcome to St. Elizabeth, St. Joseph and SS Peter & Paul 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
SS PETER & PAUL              2020 

 

Adult, Sunday [9] .................................................... $840.00 
Candle ...........................................................................$26.00 
Total ........................................................................... $866.00 
 
 

Parish Center: 
Total Donations .....................................................  $371,355 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ST ELIZABETH                   April 19, 2020 
 

Adult, Sunday [9] ................................................. $1,400.00 
Easter [1]  ...................................................................... $75.00 
 
Total ......................................................................... $1,475.00 
 
 
 
 

ST. JOSEPH                           April 19, 2020 

Adults, Sunday [4] .................................................. $780.00 
Easter [1] ....................................................................... $30.00 
Home Mission [1] ...................................................... $20.00 
Total ........................................................................... $830.00 

Sunday  May 24 Ascension of the Lord 

 +Gerald Winter 

Monday  May 25 St. Bede, Priest & Doctor;  

  St. Gregory VII, Pope;  

  St Mary Magdalene de’Pazzi, Virgin 

Tuesday May 26 St. Philip Neri, Priest 

 +Kim Stachovich-Moulzolf  

Wednesday May 27 St. Agustine of Canterbury 

     bishop 

 +Donald Zimmer  

Thursday May 28 Easter Weekday 

 +Larry Spiczka  

Friday  May 29  St. Paul VI, Pope 

  +Lucille Smekofske  

Saturday May 30 Easter Weekday 

 +Catherine Gorecki  

Sunday  May 31 Pentecost 

 For the PP Christian Women who have been 

 member for 50 years 

    
PLEASE NOTE FATHER WILL HAVE PRIVATE MASS 
DAILY AND WILL SAY MASS FOR THE INTENTION OF 
THE DAY.     

       Mass Schedule & Intentions 

Readings for the week of May 24, 2020 

Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 
[6]/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 

Monday: Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab [33a]/
Jn 16:29-33 

Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21 [33a]/Jn 
17:1-11a 

Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc-
36ab [33a]/Jn 17:11b-19 

Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9
-10, 11 [1]/Jn 17:20-26 

Friday: Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab 
[19a]/Jn 21:15-19 

Saturday: Morning: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 11:4, 5 
and 7 [cf. 7b]/Jn 21:20-25 

Next Sunday: Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b 
or Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 
30 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39. 

Day: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34 [cf. 30]/1 
Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 20:19-23 

  CHECK US OUT ONLINE: 
   Website: WWW.SESJPP.ORG                                    

Diocesan Website: www.stclouddiocese.org 
The Vatican: w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/it.html 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Website: 
www.usccb.org  
Relevant Radio ~ 11:80 AM ~ All Catholic Radio Station 

FAITH FORMATION  
 

• K-6:  Home Lesson for the week of May 24-

30, Pentecost 

• 7-11:  As a family, discuss how the Holy Spirit 
moves in your lives and how you each respond 

to the Holy Spirit. 

• First Communion Families: Please turn in your 
child's banner and the questionnaire sheet they 
were given at their last class. Contact Rhonda 

Stay with questions.  

• Please keep the students waiting to receive the 
Sacraments of Confirmation and Holy Commun-

ion in your prayers.  
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Grub & Pub Bar & Restaurant
$1.00 OFF food or liquor with this coupon

Homemade Pizzas • LP Gas • 24 Hr Fuel
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14 Miles North of Foley in Ramey
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Oak Park Co-op Creamery 
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Mike Brenny
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office: 320.257.CROP (2767) • mobile:  320.293.3253 
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Gapinski Construction
Specializing in Pole Buildings

Call Paul at 320-387-2281 or 
Greg at 387-2979

Serving 
Residential, Commercial and Agricultural

Call for a free estimate

Hwy 23 E., Sauk Rapids • 320-252-2010
Hwy 27 E., Little Falls • 320-632-5469

www.mmcjd.com

General Excavating
Specializing in

On-Site Septic Systems
MPCA Certified Installer

Ray Novak
320-290-2259

Foley, MN

Katka’s Monuments
For an Everlasting Memorial

RALPH KATKA
Grave Markers & Monuments of Any Design, Duplications,
Cemetery Lettering, Vases & Straightening of Monuments

Ph: 320-387-2350
8390 Golden Spike Rd. NE • Foley, MN 56329

Foley Funeral Home  
& Cremation Provider

“Service with Dignity”
Greg M. Wenner, Owner/Director

Sarah K. Schmidt, Director/Ins Agent
320-968-7111

www.foleyfuneralhome.net
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WATER SOFTENERS

24 Hour Service

St. Joseph, MN 320-363-7453 or 888-363-7453
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Free Estimates
3883 155th Street N.E. • Rice, MN 56367

Jim Petron • (320) 393-2692
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Steven W. O’Brien, D.D.S. 
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311 Dewey St. • Foley, MN 
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John & Karolyn Brenny, Owners

(800) 824-5051 
www.Brenny.com

God Bless you 
and your 
Families!

877-256-3680877-256-3680

❤
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Search the entire MLS at: 
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Route 26 Bar and Grill
Morrill, MN | (320)355-9629

Wednesday through Sunday 11AM to 1AM 
Kitchen Hours Sunday, Wednesday & Thursday 11AM to 8:30PM  

Friday and Saturday 11AM to 9PM
Meat Raffle the 1st and 3rd Friday of each month at 7PM

Serving Homemade Pizza

Contact Rob Witte • rwitte@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2501


