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5th Sunday Ordinary Time

Twinned
in Christ

February 10, 2019

AYIN ORDINARY TIME

Simon said in reply, “Master, we have worked hard all night and have
caught nothing, but at your command | will lower the nets.” - Lk 5:5

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.— —

PASTOR: REV. FR. EDWARD GIRRES

PAROCHIAL VICAR: REV. FR. SUNNY DOMINIC
DEACONS

Rev. Mr. Bill Black, Pastoral Minister, RCIA Director
blackb@fivesaintscommunity.com

Rev. Mr. Don McGuire, mcguired@fivesaintscommunity.com
Rev. Mr. Brad Magill, magillb @fivesaintscommunity.com
Rev. Mr. David Penton, pentond@fivesaintscommunity.com
Rev. Mr. Gerald Streit (Retired)

YOUTH MINISTRY: Rev. Mr. David & Amy Penton,
youthministry715@fivesaintscommunity.com

St. Cecelia Parish Office: 515.295.3435

Office Hours: Mon-Thu 9AM-Noon/1PM-5PM; Fri 9AM-Noon/1PM-4PM
June Garman, Office Administrator,
stcecelia@fivesaintscommunity.com

Joyce Van Haastert, Faith Formation
vanhaastertj@fivesaintscommunity.com

Adrianne Magill, Development Director,
magilla@fivesaintscommunity.com

“ENESSEENy i ™ b e will
Ss. Peter & Paul Parish Office: 515.887.3333
Ann Langel, Office Administrator, Director of Religious
Education, sspp@ncn.net

St. Michael Parish Office: 515.884.2618

Office Hours: Mon/Wed/Thu/Fri 8:30AM-Noon; Tue 12:30-4:30PM
Sandy Long, Office Administrator,
stmwhitt@fivesaintscommunity.com

St. Joseph Parish Office

Fr. Merle Kollasch, Retired Priest in Residence
Mary Alice Berte 515.320.0881
stjoechurch@fivesaintscommunity.com

GROTTO SHRINE OF THE REDEMPTION:
Coordinator: Andy Milam, West Bend, IA

CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES:

Julianne Klesel, LISW, Counselor,
515.295.8840 (Mon—Fri, 9AM—4PM)
109 W State Street, Algona

S Jeanne de
Chantal Haiti
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SNEAK PEEK V' SAINTS CALENDAR

¢ February 14, 6:30PM Right to Life Algona Library

¢ February 17, 9:30-11:30am, St Michael Parish Carnival,
St Michael Parish Hall, Whittemore

¢ February 28 - March 2, V Saints Retreat

¢ March 1, World Day of Prayer

¢ March 2, 6:00PM Grotto Banquet, St Michael Parish
Hall, Whittemore

¢ March 2, after 5PM Mass, St Joseph Parish Meal,
Parish Hall St Joe

¢ March 2/3, Donations to Food Pantry, donations
received at all Masses this weekend

¢ March 5, 5-7:30pm, Mardi Gras Party, Columbia Hall
Algona

¢ March 6, Ash Wednesday

¢ March 8, St Michael Fish Fry, St Michael Parish Hall,
Whittemore

¢ March 15, 29, & April 12, Ss Peter Paul KC Fish Fry
West Bend Country Club, West Bend

¢ March 17, CDA Omelet Breakfast, St. Cecelia Parish
Center, Algona

¢ March 17-April 5, St. Cecelia CDA Scratch Cupcake
Fundraiser

# March 19, The Light is on for YOU Reconciliation

¢ March 22, KC Fish Fry, Columbia Hall, Algona

¢ March 23, Communal Penance after Mass St Joseph

¢ March 23, Parish Families Against Hunger Pie Fundrais-
er, St Cecelia Parish Center

¢ March 24, Communal Penance after 10:45AM Mass SC

¢ March 24, Parish Families Against Hunger Breakfast,
St Michael Parish Hall, Whittemore

¢ March 27, First Communion Centers for Seton and
Faith Formation Children, (SJB, SJIW, SM, SC,) St Cecelia
Parish Center, Algona

¢ March 29, 7:30PM Wartburg Choral Concert, St Cecelia
Church

# March 30, Diocesan Women’s Conference, St Mary’s
Catholic Church, Storm Lake

# March 30/31, Bread Sunday 2nd Grade: SJ,SM,SC

¢ March 31, Communal Penance after Mass St Michael

+ March 31, Parish Families Against Hunger Breakfast
sponsored by Knights/Columbus #952, Columbia Hall

FORMED

in Christ
St. Jeanne de
Chantal, Haiti

St. Michael s Parish “Wenter Carnival

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2019
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

5t Michael's Parish Hall &) whittemore, lowa

Serving: Egg Bake, Fruit and Donuts
FREE WILL OFFERING

Featuring Games for Children of all ages:
Cake Walk, Jar Slop, Bingo, Raffle tables
along with Handmade Quilts for sale
JOIN US FOR A FUN FAMILY WINTER EVENT!
Spomsoret by the Hely Nire st Basary Society of Ft. Michaels Tarizh

Offer the following Prayer daily for the
protection of an unborn baby.
JUST A THOUGHT!! If each one of us offered this
prayer for an unborn child, think of ALL the babies
our 5 Saints Community could save each year.

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL ADOPTION
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I love you very much.
1 beg you to spare the life of the unborn child

that I have spiritually adopted

who is in danger of abortion.

To access FORMED.ORG site. . .new subscribers please use this
link to a sign up: https://fivesaintscommunity.formed.org
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Cornerstone for Life is a Pregnancy Resource Center
operating in Algona. Their mission is to offer help to preg-
nant women in need and to always promote the value of

; rne rSth life. They are accepting appointments for free pregnancy

A . . . .
Ptk RESOUarE Cinrris Qj 0L c% testing, assistance with maternal needs, and mentoring.
If you know of someone who can use these services,

please have them call or text 515-341-1780.
Cornerstone for Life operates solely on donations. If you would like to help support this important resource
financially, please make check payable to “Cornerstone for Life” and drop it in the collection basket.
All donations are tax deductible. Thank you!

Owr last day in Haiti and finally got WiFi. We visited all 11 chapels with Fr.
Fa Ce S Gousse. Here's a few photos from our chapel visits. We all were humbled by
every warm heartfeit welcome we received at each chapel.
Haiti

Twinned

in Christ

St. Jeanne de
Chantal, Haiti

HSaint Michael Prayer: Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our
" protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil; may God rebuke him, we
> humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl through the world
seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
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From persecutor to Christian: The conversion of St. Paul—Jan 25, one feast day that often slips by without notice is the
feast of the Conversion of St. Paul. Paul became the example that anyone, even the most hardened unbeliever or the vil-
est heretic, can be created anew by our loving Savior.

Most everyone knows the story of Paul. Paul, whose given name was Saul, was a Roman citizen, which served him well as
a follower of Christ, was a staunch Jew and strictly observed Jewish Law. He was every Jewish dad’s dream son-in-law. He
was a Pharisee, he was a tent maker, he did what he could to persecute Christians. In Acts 7:58 we first hear of Saul
watching as St. Stephen was stoned to death. We then read that he was given permission from the high priest to track
down Christians for the purpose of persecution. On his way to Damascus Paul was blinded, fell and heard the voice of Je-
sus and finally responded to the calling of Christ.

Like the first Apostles who, when beckoned by Christ, gave up their lifestyles to follow him, Saul doesn’t hesitate. Blinded
from his encounter with Jesus, he allowed himself to be led into Damascus where he was baptized, after which he set out
to spread the news of Jesus. Paul would repeat the story of his conversion again and again throughout his life, including to
the different magistrates and kings who judged his activities. The book of Acts, in three places, tells the story of Saul’s ex-
perience on the Damascus road.

Saul’s sudden change confused those around him, suddenly he was transformed from despising the followers of Jesus
into fervently espousing the Gospel of that same Jesus. No one could have anticipated this conversion; it is one of the
great miracles of mankind. After his baptism, Saul, who would be called Paul in the 13th chapter of Acts, went to the de-
sert of Arabia to pray and contemplate his calling. He then returned to Damascus and into the synagogue, where he wit-
nessed to the divinity of Jesus. While he had no Christian training, God infused words in his heart and in his mouth.

The Jews in Damascus would eventually connive against him and was often regarded as a social undesirable, an agitator
and a leader of a dangerous sect. From Damascus, he traveled to Jerusalem, where his reputation as a persecutor of Chris-
tians preceded him and Christians there were unsure and confounded by his appearance. Here he met and spent time
with Peter, becoming even more determined to serve his Savior. At the Council of Jerusalem, in the year 49, Paul success-
fully argued against the widespread belief that non-Jews seeking to become Christians would first have to convert to Ju-
daism, which means comply with Mosaic Law, be circumcised and observe all Jewish dietary customs. Because of Paul’s
persuasion, Christianity would become even more widespread.

Like the most fervent convert, Paul simply couldn’t get enough of Christ. With faith and courage inflamed by the Holy Spir-
it, Paul would spend the rest of his life going from country to country and town to town proclaiming Jesus as the Messiah,
organizing and encouraging Christians to be resolute followers of Jesus, and nonbelievers to open their hearts to Christ,
repent and be baptized. He would become known as the Apostle of the Gentiles (non-Jews) and his travels, letters and
teaching changed the world. Often in trouble, Paul was opposed, jailed (though angels rescued him), physically abused
and repeatedly threatened and harassed for preaching the message he previously attacked. Despite all the dangers he
encountered, Paul never faltered or failed his God. In the end, he would be taken to Rome as a prisoner and be beheaded
for his teachings.

Why would Jesus select the likes of Paul? There were certainly other devoted followers of Jesus available in those early
days of the Church — followers ready to give their lives to proclaim Jesus Christ as savior of the world. But Jesus picked
and converted this Pharisee, known as Saul, saying, “This man is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before
Gentiles, kings and Israelites” (Acts 9:15). God selected this man who had a strong hatred of all Jesus stands for, a man
who went into the houses of Christians and “dragging out men and women,” then “handed them over for imprison-
ment” (Acts 8:3). This man became God’s chosen instrument to spread the message of Jesus across the Middle East and
parts of Europe. Certainly, our Lord works in mysterious ways. 0.0. Emmons writes from Pennsylvania. Originally appeared in OSV newsweekly.

Follow us on: Facebook.com/FiveSaintsCommunity
or go to: www.FiveSaintsCommunity.com and
click on link *“Download App” to download the Parish App using:
Five Saints Community in the “Find Parish” section.




