
�

† St. Joseph, Bode  

† St. Michael, Whittemore 

† St. Cecelia, Algona  

† Ss. Peter & Paul, West  Bend 

Twinned  

in Christ   

St. Jeanne de 

Chantal, Haiti �

5th Sunday Ordinary Time� February 10, 2019�

PASTOR:  R��. F�. E	
��	 G����� � �

PAROCHIAL VICAR:  R��. F�. S���� D���� 

DEACONS 

Rev. Mr. Bill Black, Pastoral Minister, RCIA Director�

blackb@fivesaintscommunity.com�

Rev. Mr. Don McGuire, mcguired@fivesaintscommunity.com�

Rev. Mr. Brad Magill, magillb@fivesaintscommunity.com�

Rev. Mr. David Penton,  pentond@fivesaintscommunity.com�

Rev. Mr. Gerald Streit (Re$red)�

 

Youth Ministry: Rev. Mr. David & Amy Penton, �

youthministry715@fivesaintscommunity.com 

�

St. Cecelia Parish Office: 515.295.3435�

Office Hours: Mon�Thu 9AM�Noon/1PM�5PM; Fri 9AM�Noon/1PM�4PM�

June Garman, Office Administrator, �

stcecelia@fivesaintscommunity.com�

Joyce Van Haastert, Faith Forma$on 

vanhaastertj@fivesaintscommunity.com�

Adrianne Magill, Development Director, �

magilla@fivesaintscommunity.com �

Ss. Peter & Paul Parish Office: 515.887.3333�

Ann Langel, Office Administrator, Director of Religious �

Educa$on, sspp@ncn.net�

�

St. Michael Parish Office: 515.884.2618�

Office Hours: Mon/Wed/Thu/Fri 8:30AM�Noon; Tue 12:30�4:30PM�

Sandy Long, Office Administrator, 

stmwhi6@fivesaintscommunity.com�

�

St. Joseph Parish Office�

Fr. Merle Kollasch, Re$red Priest in Residence �

Mary Alice Berte 515.320.0881 

stjoechurch@fivesaintscommunity.com�

�
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Coordinator: Andy Milam, West Bend, IA�

�

C7-.,8/9 S,9/78 S1+:/91;: �

Julianne Klesel, LISW, Counselor, �

515.295.8840 (Mon�Fri, 9AM�4PM) �

109 W State Street, Algona  �
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SNEAK PEEK V SAINTS CALENDAR 

�

��February 14, 6:30PM Right to Life Algona Library�

��February 17, 9:30�11:30am, St Michael Parish Carnival, 

St Michael Parish Hall, Whi,emore �

��February 28 � March 2, V Saints Retreat�

��March 1, World Day of Prayer�

��March 2, 6:00PM GroCo Banquet, St Michael Parish 

Hall, Whi,emore�

��March 2, aFer 5PM Mass, St Joseph Parish Meal, �

Parish Hall St Joe�

��March 2/3, DonaHons to Food Pantry, dona-ons �

received at all Masses this weekend�

��March 5, 5�7:30pm, Mardi Gras Party, Columbia Hall 

Algona�

��March 6, Ash Wednesday�

��March 8, St Michael Fish Fry, St Michael Parish Hall, 

Whi,emore�

��March 15, 29, & April 12, Ss Peter Paul KC Fish Fry �

� West Bend Country Club, West Bend�

��March 17, CDA Omelet Breakfast, St. Cecelia Parish �

Center, Algona�

��March 17�April 5, St. Cecelia CDA Scratch Cupcake 

Fundraiser�

��March 19, The Light is on for YOU  Reconcilia-on �

��March 22, KC Fish Fry, Columbia Hall, Algona�

��March 23, Communal Penance a4er Mass St Joseph�

��March 23, Parish Families Against Hunger Pie Fundrais-

er, St Cecelia Parish Center�

��March 24, Communal Penance a4er 10:45AM Mass SC�

��March 24, Parish Families Against Hunger Breakfast, �

St Michael Parish Hall, Whi,emore�

��March 27, First Communion Centers for Seton and 

Faith Forma-on Children, (SJB, SJW, SM, SC,) St Cecelia 

Parish Center, Algona�

��March 29, 7:30PM Wartburg Choral Concert, St Cecelia 

Church�

��March 30, Diocesan Women’s Conference,  St Mary’s 

Catholic Church, Storm Lake�

��March 30/31, Bread Sunday 2nd Grade: SJ,SM,SC�

��March 31, Communal Penance a4er Mass St Michael�

��March 31, Parish Families Against Hunger Breakfast �

sponsored by Knights/Columbus #952, Columbia Hall 

To access FORMED.ORG site. . .new subscribers please use this 

link to a sign up:    h�ps://fivesaintscommunity.formed.org�

Offer the following Prayer daily for the �

protec�on of an unborn baby.  �

JUST A THOUGHT!!  If each one of us offered this 

prayer for an unborn child, think of ALL the babies 

our 5 Saints Community could save each year.�

�

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL ADOPTION  

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I love you very much.   

I beg you to spare the life of the unborn child  

that I have spiritually adopted  

who is in danger of abortion. 



Saint Michael Prayer:  Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in ba�le, be our 

protec�on against the wickedness and snares of the devil; may God rebuke him, we 

humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly host, by the power of God, cast 

into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl through the world �

seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. �
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February 10,  2019 � WWW . F I V E S A I N T S C O M M U N I T Y . C O M � P a g e  4 �

Cornerstone for Life is a Pregnancy Resource Center �

opera�ng�in Algona.�Their mission is to offer help to preg-

nant women in need and to always promote the value of 

life.  They are accep'ng appointments for free pregnancy 

tes'ng, assistance with maternal needs, and mentoring. 

If you know of someone who can use these services, 

please have them call or text 515�341�1780.�

Cornerstone for Life operates solely on dona�ons. If you would like to help support this important resource  

financially, please make check payable to “Cornerstone for Life” and drop it in the collec�on basket. �

All dona�ons are tax deduc�ble. Thank you!�
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Follow us on: Facebook.com/FiveSaintsCommunity  

or go to:  www.FiveSaintsCommunity.com and 

click on link “Download App” to download the Parish App using:   

Five Saints Community in the “Find Parish” section. 

From persecutor to ChrisHan: The conversion of St. Paul�Jan 25, one feast day that o4en slips by without no-ce is the 

feast of the Conversion of St. Paul. �Paul became the example that anyone, even the most hardened unbeliever or the vil-

est here-c, can be created anew by our loving Savior.�

Most everyone knows the story of Paul. Paul, whose given name was Saul, was a Roman ci-zen, which served him well as 

a follower of Christ, was a staunch Jew and strictly observed Jewish Law. He was every Jewish dad’s dream son�in�law. He 

was a Pharisee, he was a tent maker, he did what he could to persecute Chris-ans. In Acts 7:58 we first hear of Saul 

watching as St. Stephen was stoned to death. We then read that he was given permission from the high priest to track 

down Chris-ans for the purpose of persecu-on. On his way to Damascus Paul was blinded, fell and heard the voice of Je-

sus and finally responded to the calling of Christ. �

Like the first Apostles who, when beckoned by Christ, gave up their lifestyles to follow him, Saul doesn’t hesitate. �Blinded 

from his encounter with Jesus, he allowed himself to be led into Damascus where he was bap-zed, a4er which he set out 

to spread the news of Jesus. Paul would repeat the story of his conversion again and again throughout his life, including to 

the different magistrates and kings who judged his ac-vi-es. The book of Acts, in three places, tells the story of Saul’s ex-

perience on the Damascus road.�

Saul’s sudden change confused those around him, �suddenly he was transformed from despising the followers of Jesus 

into fervently espousing the Gospel of that same Jesus. No one could have an-cipated this conversion; it is one of the 

great miracles of mankind. A4er his bap-sm, Saul, who would be called Paul in the 13th chapter of Acts, went to the de-

sert of Arabia to pray and contemplate his calling. He then returned to Damascus and into the synagogue, where he wit-

nessed to the divinity of Jesus. While he had no Chris-an training, God infused words in his heart and in his mouth.�

The Jews in Damascus would eventually connive against him and was o4en regarded as a social undesirable, an agitator 

and a leader of a dangerous sect. From Damascus, he traveled to Jerusalem, where his reputa-on as a persecutor of Chris-

-ans preceded him and Chris-ans there were unsure and confounded by his appearance. Here he met and spent -me 

with Peter, becoming even more determined to serve his Savior. At the Council of Jerusalem, in the year 49, Paul success-

fully argued against the widespread belief that non�Jews seeking to become Chris-ans would first have to convert to Ju-

daism, which means comply with Mosaic Law, be circumcised and observe all Jewish dietary customs. Because of Paul’s 

persuasion, Chris-anity would become even more widespread.�

Like the most fervent convert, Paul simply couldn’t get enough of Christ. With faith and courage inflamed by the Holy Spir-

it, Paul would spend the rest of his life going from country to country and town to town proclaiming Jesus as the Messiah, 

organizing and encouraging Chris-ans to be resolute followers of Jesus, and nonbelievers to open their hearts to Christ, 

repent and be bap-zed. He would become known as the Apostle of the Gen-les (non�Jews) and his travels, le,ers and 

teaching changed the world. O4en in trouble, Paul was opposed, jailed (though angels rescued him), physically abused 

and repeatedly threatened and harassed for preaching the message he previously a,acked. Despite all the dangers he 

encountered, Paul never faltered or failed his God. In the end, he would be taken to Rome as a prisoner and be beheaded 

for his teachings.�

Why would Jesus select the likes of Paul? There were certainly other devoted followers of Jesus available in those early 

days of the Church � followers ready to give their lives to proclaim Jesus Christ as savior of the world. But Jesus picked 

and converted this Pharisee, known as Saul, saying, “This man is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before 

Gen-les, kings and Israelites” (Acts 9:15). God selected this man who had a strong hatred of all Jesus stands for, a man 

who went into the houses of Chris-ans and “dragging out men and women,” then “handed them over for imprison-

ment” (Acts 8:3). This man became God’s chosen instrument to spread the message of Jesus across the Middle East and 

parts of Europe. Certainly, our Lord works in mysterious ways.   D.D. Emmons writes from Pennsylvania.�Originally appeared in OSV newsweekly.�


