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Encounter with the Risen Lord

We hear this weekend of another encounter the apostles have

with the Risen Lord. Each encounter with the resurrected Lord Monday - Friday
expresses at its core the fact that Christ still lives; He has con- 6:30am & 8am
quered death. This victory is in union with our human nature. Je- Thursday 5:30pm

sus did not reject his human body once risen from the dead, but (Extraordinary Form)
remains united with it, as evident through his physical encoun- Saturd

ters with his disciples. He is not simply a pure spirit as if to imply aturday

the body is bad and needs to be removed to come to a higher 6:30am & 4pm

state of being. Rather, His resurrected body teaches us the dignity of each human Sunday

body and our need to respect the body at all times, living and deceased. 6:30am, 9am (streamed),

Our faith teaches that every living person, born and unborn, deserves our T1am, & 5:30pm
respect. Pope Francis wrote that each life “is always sacred and demands love Coniession
for each person, regardless of his or her stage of development.” This respect for Monday - Friday
the body is also to be given to those who have died. For in death, the Christian’s 7:30-7:50am
participation in the life of the Trinity is not ended but transformed through the Saturday 3-3:500m
Easter joy of the resurrection. S y <90

unday during Masses

The human person, body and soul, created in the image and likeness of God, if a priest is available.
has always been held in the highest esteem by the Church, including in death. —

This is the body washed in baptism, anointed with the oil of salvation, and fed Parish Office
with the Eucharist. This is the body whose feet walked the path of faith, whose 124 North R it
hands embraced others in love, whose heart beat with compassion for the poor SNGIEIRO0SENE
and sorrowing. In the body, a person expresses one’s identity and self-conscious- Wichita, KS 67208
ness, soul and spirit. The resurrection of the Lord (Body, Blood, Soul, and Divin- Office Hours:

ity) is what we anticipate as our reward for faithful discipleship, for we profess in 8:30am - 5:000m
the Creed, “I look forward to the resurrection of the dead.” Nion pa Fri da)?

In light of the resurrection, it is understandable that the Church insists on the Phone: 316.682.4557
sacredness of the human body in death as in life. This reverence and respect in Fax: 3ll6 68I2 45;58
which the body is to be treated is affirmed in the funeral rites of the Church and SRRIRRE
why the Catholic teaching clearly stresses the preference for burial or entomb- Sacramental Emergency
ment of the body (or cremated remains) in a cemetery or mausoleum. This place 316.512.2206

of final disposition serves as a place of remembrance, prayer, and mourning,



Sacramental Information

Call the Parish Office for inquiries on
all sacraments, 682.4557.
Baptism: Classes held on the
first Tuesday of every month and
are required for parents.
Confirmation: Classes required.
RCIA: Contact the Parish Office.
Holy Matrimony: Preparation
begins at least nine months prior
to the wedding.
Anointing of the Sick: Contact
Parish Office.
Eucharist to Homebound:

First Saturday of the month.
—

Parish Staif

Parish Life Coordinator
Samantha Ridder
Parish Office Manager
Melinda Foley
Stewardship Coordinators
Becky Meyer, Erica Zurita, &
Don Brinkman
Bookkeeper
Dana Howland
Music Director
Rachel Dugan

Liturgical Stewardship

Week at a Glance

Sunday, May 1 Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 5:27-32 Rv 5:11-14 Jn 21:1-19
1:00pm - First Holy Communion (Church)
5:00pm - Blessed Sacrament’s Lord’s Diner workday
7:00pm - Pickleball (Old Gym)
Tuesday, May 3
6:30pm - St. Vincent de Paul meeting (Bishop Gerber)
7:00pm - Baptism Class (Parish Office)
Wednesday, May 4
5:25am - Kapaun’s Men-Living Joy
Friday, May 5
3:15pm - Chaplet of Divine Mercy (Church)
Saturday, May 6
9:00am - Synod on Homeschool Families
Sunday, May 8 Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 13:14, 43-52 Rv 7:9, 14b-17 Jn 10:27-30
4:00pm - Second Sunday Holy Hour for Vocations
7:00pm - Pickleball (Old Gym)

——
Over Flow Seating in Bishop Hall Discontinued

To preserve and celebrate our unity as one Body of Christ in the worship
of our Lord at Mass, streaming to Bishops Hall will has been discontinued.
We invite everyone into the main body of the church to join in the
celebration of the Mass. The cry room remains open for those with crying

children.

Weekend Mass Schedule - May 7-8, 2022

4:00pm
Cathy Stenz
Lectors Bruce Kouba
MC David Post
Offertory ~*
Don Brinkman, Jane
EMHC Schwartz, P. Catanese
Eric Yost, Kevin & Donna
Arkin, Jim & Lily Barnett,
Ushers R. Eckberg, K. Real, K.
Kochenderfer
April 23
Mass Count 296

Dennis Danders

David Saunders

6:30am 9:00am 11:00am

Patty Lane
Malcolm Harris

Joe Wurtenberger
Scott Brown

Aiden Lyons Joe Centeno
Pete Gann Jacob Timler Benjamin Weber
L John Baldessari e
Family

Joan Stadler, Michael Rebecca & Jeremy
Hogan, Angela Burger  Barr, Richard Suniga

Gus, Ellie, & Lennon Frey, Maia & Marisa Mitchell,

Dan Brooks Dan Alcala, Emily Kauff- Joe Robertson, Will &
Chris Shank man, Delaney Clare, Cris ~ Maddie McCarthy, Evelyn
Padilla Martinez
April 24 April 24 April 24
161 297 316

5:30pm
John Perry

Konnor Bruening

Matt Burgardt

Sean, Teagan, Bridget,
& Madigan Brennan,
Savannah Torres

April 24

Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church
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not only for the family and friends but for the entire Christian
community, as we await the resurrection of the dead.

As we continue to encounter the Risen Lord throughout this Easter sea-
son, may we recognize the precious value of the human body as a sacred
gift from God, a gift that will be raised up and joined to our souls for all
eternity.

Father Andrew Heiman
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Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church and its mission.

March 2022 YTD
260,076.07 Actual tithe 2,400,999.87
38,978.53 Other ordinary income 233,232.68
299,054.60 Total Income 2,634,232.55
200,069.91 Expenses 2,624,721.55

Join us in Prayer

Prayers for the Sick

Connie Heard, Duft Whisenhant, Dick Edgington, Richard Powell, Bob
Collins, Devon Dionisi, Alan Brown, Robert Lang, Pauline Rittlinger,
Lynn Channer, Karen Hurley, Bob Stenz.

In Memoriam

Christopher Cotter, Thelma Knoff, Jacob Wise, Joyce Eastburn, James Gil-
lenwater, Julia Wagle, Adrian Burgess Settle, Tyler Bauer, Mary Edgington,
Aida Colon, Alan Weldon, Mary Lou Schutz, John Polson, Donald Aaron,
John Ludlow, Amber Murry, Mike Dionisi, Frank Chambers, Bonnie Ten-
brink, Logan Matzeder, Mary Dean Sander, Robert Knoff.

Prayer Chain

If you have a prayer request, or wish to join the prayer chain, please call
the parish office 682-4557 or email: prayer@blessedsacramentwichitcom

Mass Intentions

Saturday, April 30

6:30am  Int/Shelly & Kevin Burrus

4:00pm +Jeanine & Bill Lienhard
Sunday, May 1

6:30am  +Lambert Kern

9:00am Int/Danny Davis

11:00am Int/Marilyn Alcala
Ad Orientem
5:30pm  People of the Parish

Monday, May 2
6:30am  +Joe Tejeda
8:00 am +Marilyn Erker
Tuesday, May 3
6:30am  +Connor O’Callaghan
8:00am +Ray & Denice Bina
Wednesday, May 4
6:30am  +Dale Elson
8:00am +Gloria Sanderson
Thursday, May 5
6:30am  +Amber Murry
8:00am +Jack & Irene Rahm
Ad Orientem
5:30pm  +Fata Hand
Friday, May 6
6:30am  Int/Sr. Jeanine Bahr, ASC
8:00am +Linda Gross
Saturday, May 7
6:30am  +Ed Epperly
4:00pm +Ida B. Vanderpool
Sunday, May 8
6:30am  People of the Parish
9:00am +BeBe Skolich

11:00am +Jim Gillenwater
Ad Orientem
+Verle Herman

5:30pm
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Ministry Updates

Kapaun's Men Group

The Kapaun's Men Group at Blessed Sacrament will be offering an excit-
ing program- Chris Stefanick's "Living Joy" began April 20th in Bishops
Hall on Wednesday mornings at 5:25 a.m.

This is an excellent way to go into the Eastertime season and continue to-
gether transforming into the men we are called to be. Please invite other
men to join us. If you are interested in attending, please contact Glen
Fondaw at glfondawl@yahoo.com for additional information.

Encore at the Cathedral
On Thursday May 12th we will attend the Rosary, Mass, and lunch with

Bishop Kemme starting at 9:30am until approximately 1:00pm at the Ca-
thedral.

Perhaps we can spend some time following the lunch to discuss how En-
core can help the Respect Life Committee in reaching out to voting YES
for the Value them Both amendment on August 2, 2022.

Please RSVP by May 1st with your $5.00 check payable to:

Office of Marriage & Family Life

424 N. Broadway Wichita KS 67202

Any questions? Contact Bruce Kouba: 316-734-9807 or brucekouba@att.
net

Called & Gifted

Called & Gifted is designed to help
Christians discern the presence of
charisms in their lives. What is a
charism? Who is it for? Join us on

CALLED
an exciting journey of discovery this

&GIFTED
summer as we learn how to

welcome and grow in the work of the Holy Spirit, Wednesday evenings at
the parish. Registration deadline is May 15th. Register on our website:
www.blessedsacramentwichita.com by May 15th.

Blessed Sacrament School

125 North Quentin, Wichita
Office Hours 7:30am-4pm
Phone: 316.684.3752

Fax: 316.687.1082

School Stafi

Principal

Joel Arnold
Assistant Principal

Barry Newell
Office Manager

Michelle Hittner

Athletic Director Our Kindergarteners

Pat Harter
Building Maintenance

Matt Gann for our community!

Life Saver Sunday

Lifesaver Sunday will be honored at
all Masses on the weekend of May
Ist.

As always, the Knights of Colum-
bus will be present to collect do-
nations for the benefit of A Better
Choice, a Catholic pregnancy
resource center in Wichita.

We have a link on our website for a
short video about A Better Choice,
featuring Bishop Kemme (with

a very cute baby!) https://vimeo.
com/693171470”

Thank you so much for your past
and present participation in Life-
saver Sunday! Abortion is no longer
seen as an only option when wom-
en are surrounded by help, truth
and encouragement.

about fire safety from the experts. I don't know about you, but seeing a
big red fire truck up close was always a special treat growing up!
We appreciate our Wichita Fire Department firefighters and all they do
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Advertising Opportunity

We are in the process of updating our annual Guide Book & Directory
for the church. This book will contain everything pertinent to our church:
the various ministries, organizations, committees, activities, functions
and events plus a complete directory of all members. This book is being
provided and direct-mailed to each family at no cost to our church, and
it is again being subsidized by local businesses that advertise. If you own
or manage a business and would like to find out about advertising in our
book, please call the Church Office.

Recent survey results by Guide Book Publishing show that 92.1% of
families would rather patronize a Guide Book & Directory advertiser over
a non-advertiser. It will pay to advertise in our new Guide Book & Direc-
tory.

©

Men’s Club Bus Trip Re¢

Men’s Club bus trips are back! Blessed Sacrament Men’s Club is sponsoring
a bus trip to the Kansas City Royals vs. Oakland Athletics game on Sunday,
June 26th for anyone in the parish who would like to attend.
Oakland Athletics vs. Kansas City Royals (Kauffman Stadium)
Date: Sunday June 26 th 2022
Time: 8:00 AM - 7:30 PM (Game is at 1:10 PM)
Cost: $125 for adults, $100 for children 18 and under, $75 for ticket and
tailgate only in Kansas City

The trip includes a ride to and from the game on a charter bus with Wi-Fj,
your ticket to the game (Outfield Plaza 209), Jack Stack BBQ tailgate
before the game, sandwich bar after the game, and beverages throughout
the trip. If family or friends in the Kansas City area would like to meet us
for the tailgate and game, the cost is $75.

Please RSVP to Dustin Kuhn at dustin.lL. kuhn@gmail.com or 316-393-
0647. There are only 40 spots available and this trip will sell out fast so
please RSVP as soon as possible.

S8 D8 4 JESUS AND THE JEWISH ROOTS
Vel OF THE EUCHARIST

!
Fr. Drew and Fr. Matt invite you to continue celebrating the Year of the
Eucharist with Brant Pitre's book, Jesus and the Jewish Roots of the
Eucharist. By focusing on the Jewish context of Jesus' teachings, all of his
words not only begin to make sense; they come alive in a way that is
exciting and powerful! We hope you enjoy this FREE Easter gift as you
continue to discover the Eucharist in new ways!

Parish Directory Update

It’s time for our annual directory
update!

Does our church database have
your family membership record
correct?

Here is your chance to update your
record for our annual Guide Book

& Directory (if you haven't already
done s0).

It is time for us to update our data-
base with any changes, additions, or
deletions that may have occurred in
your family over the past year.

Have you changed your phone
number? Have you moved? Are you
preparing to move soon? Are all

of your children still at home and
are they all included in your mem-
bership record? Do you want your
record published?

If you have not already informed
the parish office about changes to
your record, please let us know
now so that the information in the
Guide Book & Directory is correct.

Please contact the parish office any
updatedinformation at

682-4557 or email:
mfoley@blessedsacramentwichita.
com

Thank you for your help!

To help you get the most out of the book, check out our website for weekly videos. Fr. Drew will be discussing
different aspects of each chapter with various parishioners. You will also be able to submit any questions you

have concerning the book for Fr. Drew and Fr. Matt to answer.
Chapter One: The Mystery of the Last Supper with Larry Mitnaul

Chapter Two: What were the Jewish People Waiting For with John Hammans

Chapter Three: The New Passover with Eric Sissel
Chapter Four: Video Coming May3, 2022! With another special guest!
We hope you enjoy Jesus and the Jewish Roots of the Eucharist!
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Remodeling
Over 10 Years of Experience
2057 E. Wassall - Wichita, KS 67216
Cell: (316) 655-8367 + office: (316) 832-13
aandopainting@gmail.com

General Practice
Probate * Wills

>

Parishioner

FRED JOHNSON

Attorney at Law
359 S. Hydraulic

Office: 263-5661
Home: 684-9511

3031 E Central Ave
Wichita, KS 67214
Mon-Sat 10:30AM-9PM

DF*-

2,
%

OBLE
OUSE

HAWAIIAN
Restaurant & Drive-thru
Catering & Food Truck

316-351-5596
951-491-5487

LIFETIME WEALTH GROUP

Secunties ofersd through
LPL Firancial, bambar FINRASIPC

Gaye Erwin

3105 W, Magia 1831 N. Rock Rd. Ct., Suite 101
3 ‘ it Wichita, KS 67206
I W (316) 945-7283 (316) 652-0000

WWW.LIFETIMEWEALTHGROUFP.COM

ROCK ROAD DENTAL

Eric Larson, D.D.S. , KMC ‘96

1223 N. Rock Rd., Bldg J., Suite 200
Wichita, KS 67206
(316) 634-1911

www.rockroaddental.com

Downing&lahey || L_IE G?'s\(:.: Y

E MORTUARY « CREMATORY
Our employee group represents

Local Catholic Ownership 11local area o Eb
6555 East Central # P v

" H L
682-4553 » www.dlwichita.com
& @ Serving the Wichita Community Since 1913 ¢ 49

27

Aﬂ‘ﬁés

ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Tues. - Sat.
11AM -9 PM

Sun.12-4PM
Closed Monday

Dine In or
Carry Out
Now serving

Wine & Beer

5231 E. Central Ave. STE A | Wichita, KS | (316) 612-9058

Contact Doug Wolfe

to place an ad today!
dwolfe@4LPi.com

or (800) 950-9952 x5833

@ LOPER C-1 ELECTRIC

Commercial or Residential

p “You Call Us...We'll Wire You”
Bui Eye Care
Dr. Thang Bui, O.D.

(316)263-1291
Phillip Smith, Parishioner

Wichita East:
g M- o CARPET - VINYL RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
{Elck il and fock Re) Ceravic- Lavivate - Secect From RoLLs IN Stock
Wichita West: SoLip Surrace - Woon ‘WhoLESALE PRICES
10231 W. 21st St. N,

Harry Street Carpet, LLC

Famiy OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1950
211 WEST HARRY « WICHITA, KS 67213
PH: (316) 262-7715

Suite 107A
(W. 21st and Maize Rd)

(316) 722-7376

www.Buieyecare.com

.. .. COLLEGE HILL
Animal Hospital, Inc.

“Complete care for your family pet”
244 N. Hillside 618-8881

Christopher J. Hesse DVM
Catherine L. Pupkoff-Hesse DVM

Gcllindtrof ffer,

EXTERIORS

316.617.5490

CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING
« DECKS PERGOLAS « ROOM ADDITIONS «
« OUTDOOR KITCHENS « GARAGES & MORE «

www.legacy.bank Member FDIC

12611 E 21st St N
Wichita, KS 67206

—WICHITA—
ORAL SURGERY

Matthew E Robertson, DMD
Board Certified Specialist

Wisdom teeth
Dental implants
Sedation

Safe, Comfortable,
Convenient, Affordable

316.742.1506
wichitaoralsurgery.com

FREE

AD DESIGN
OF THIS SPACE
@ CALL
800.950.9952

Remember your Parish in your Will
A Bequest to your church can be a living
Memorial to the nobility of your life.
A bequest to your church produces tax benefits

OUR LEGALTITLE IS:

Catholic Diocese of Wichita for
BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH

124 N. Roosevelt Wichita, KS 67208

Comeliments of:

Five Star Mechanical

Locally Owned
Commercial/Industrial Reating & Cooling

Wichita ¢ 943-7827

Proud Supporter of
Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church

FOUR STAR
LAWN CARE
532:9366,_

arson &
Compan PA.

Certified Publ|c Accountants
Lori Jensen
200 W. Douglas, Suite 1000, Wichita, KS 67202
Phone: (316) 263- 8030‘ IJensen@larsonpa com

Full Servi i wv:ces
1&B

ion - Pel

621 W Douglas
%, 316-26-SLICEI

\ V 316-267-5423

@

Slices of Art

d | Owners Kurt & Jessica Schmidt
Life Long Parishioners

www.fourstarlawncare.com

NEED HELP WITH
MEDICARE?

Call: Darin Holovach
316-518-8224
vach24@hotmail.com
Blessed Sacrament
Parishioner 15+ Yrs

Services provided at no charge

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

Blessed Sacrament, Wichita, KS

[
“S[w;ffﬁ oy
RINSPLECTIONS, 1c 185-911-1061
Nathan Ostermann (ontact@Twisterlnspections.com

WE'RE HIRING

BE YOURSELF. BRING YOUR PASSION.

+ Contact us at careers@4lpi.com
www.4lpi.com/careers

B 4C 02-0858



| LMSW, Adult/Child Therapy

£ 316-202-9412

17 ooy [C4

Lindsey Zimmerman

250 N Rock Rd, Ste #210 Wichita, KS 67206
www.FiatFamilyServices.com

.w,.

Mental Health Professionals Applying
The Therapeutic Power of Play!

- 648-4377
FIAT

Parishioner

Jam FHeose

phesse@weigand.com
www.pamhesse.com
Serving your residential real estate needs.

RANKLIN

LAW OFFICE

Joni J. Franklin
Joni@jfranklinlaw.com

b

www.jfranklinlaw.com
316-264-JONI (5664)

BRAND PLUMBING, INC

Residential ~ Commercial = Repair

| 316-942-2306

www.brandplumbinginc.com
Lic # 1440 1894 2370

Choose a spe 1I 6r1h1;|jor|t| st

@lunes

Hullings
Santucci

‘?THODONT‘C

.........

CONSULTATION

Where Beautiful Smiles Grow

Lubbers
=1 — - E_E

316.540.00M
974 N Main, Cheney

Blessed Sacrament Parishioner
hullingsortho.com
316-636-1980

Ryan Lubbers, Par/sh/oner

smiles

orthedontics

Dr. Suman Gorantla
Dr. Kristen Wellemeyer Sander

smilesortho.com
(316) 684-5184

20% OFF ANY WINE

with this ad

Dave’s

Liquor Store
847 S. Oliver

(Corner of Lincoln & Oliver)

316-683-2086

All Seasons
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Jeff Hund
PARISHIONER

WICHITA
OB/GYN

Natural Famlly Planning
 High and Low Risk Pregnancies
* Women’s Health and Gynecology

Jordan Meyer, M.D.

GROW YOUR
BUSINESS

Obstetrics & Gynecology
Physician

wichitaobgyn.org

316.685.0559

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!

b1

Contact Doug Wolfe

to place an ad today!
dwolfe@4LPi.com

or (800) 950-9952 x5833

Stephen M. Stark

Roarke R. Gordon

FREE Consultations
316-685-1700

= WINDOWS

SIDING - ROOFING
REMODELING

EILAND

ROOFING

& EXTERIORS

316-686-8200

Place Your Ad Here and

Instantly create and
‘purchase an ad with

The Sisters of St. Josephai‘ inviting Ia .

DAVID LIES

PLUMBING INC.

individuals to live with them in their residential
complex at 3700 East Lincoln in Wichita.
Independent and assisted living apartments and
rooms in skilled care are available.

For a tour contact Michael Rajewski

316.686.7171 or mrajewski@csj initiatives.org

945-0117....
Grutng your plrum h"mg a
new ‘Lies' on fyi'.' ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS
Dr. Laura Mayans MD
Hillside Medical Office

(316)-685-1381
855 N. Hillside, Wichita, KS
hillsidemedical.com

1

M 1

1
Rhoden:
R O 0 F "
“Height of Integrit)/ :
Free Estimates 1

Licensed and Insured 1

$200 off re-roof, $50 off repair | 1
927-2233 1

New * Re-Roofing * Repairs * Commercial :

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

Blessed Sacrament, Wichita, KS

DISCOUNT
LIQUOR

20% off All Wines with this AD!
3015 E. Douglas 681-3761

Jeff & Shelly Breault Owner/Parishioners
Not valid with any other offers, sales, or discontinued items

A 4C 02-0858




SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS: Our
mission is to keep all parishioners actively
involved in parish life regardless of type,
severity or age of onset of a disability. If
you have needs that require special accom-
modations to participate fully in the liturgy
of the Mass and/or parish activities, please
contact the parish office at 316.682.4557 or
parish@blessedsacramentwichita.com.
SOCIAL MEDIA: If you have any exciting
parish news/photos, please send to: social-
media@blessedsacramentwichita.com
THE BULLETIN DEADLINE is Monday
at Noon; please send information to:
mfoley@blessedsacramentwichita.com
Information will be printed as space allows.
VIRTUS learn more at virtus.org
Diocesan Child Abuse Report
Information Line: 316.440.1757

PERPETUAL ADORATION: Please
prayerfully consider spending an hour
with our Lord.

Adorers Needed:

Sun. 2-3am, 4-5am, 7-8am, & 1-2pm
Mon.3-4am, 5-6am, 12-1pm, 1-2pm
Tues. 2-3am, 3-4am, 9-10pm

Wed. 2-3am, 3-4am, 7-8am
Thur.1-2pm, 2-3pm

Fri. 4-5am, 9-10pm, 10-11pm

Sat. 7-8am, 9-10am, 1-2pm, 8-9pm
Questions?Please contact Kathy Burrus
at 316.393.6765 or adoration@bless-
edsacramentwichita.com

Sunday: John Hammans, 209-7588
Monday: Beth Hogan, 680-7212
Tuesday: Amy Rishell, 390-1700
Wednesday: Steve Freach, 619-7486
Thursday: Renee Riter, 683-8539
Friday: Peggy Suniga, 737-3618
Saturday: Pat Harter, 633-0546

Happy Easter! The party is not over yet!

Samantha Ridder-Parish Life Coordinator

Easter liturgies are always so refreshing! There is just something about
the candles, the music, and even the spring air that breathes life anew. For
over forty days (if you exclude Sundays), we had been wandering around
in the desert, and then we found The Living Water. But did you find an
oasis or something more?

Easter is not a weekend or a patch of fertile land in the middle of your
desert. We observe Lent for 40 days, and the festivities of Easter and Pen-
tecost last 50! The celebration outshines the hardships of Lent. The cele-
bration goes beyond the time of preparation.

I enjoy cooking, and most family celebrations include a meal. Some-
times those meals can take days to prepare. At the end of the meal, I have
found myself looking around, knowing the time for clean-up was at hand,
thinking, ‘that's it? all the prep, all the work, and it's over already!' Then
dishes start, and life goes on. Often my Easter celebration follows a similar
path.

Throughout Lent, I have been preparing and working toward this event.
Easter Sunday comes, then Monday and life goes back to normal. But that
is not how we are called to live this season.

Living Easter liturgically throws fuel on my desire for heaven! We live
this life on earth, and it is downright hard at times. There is no sugar
coating it. Life is not easy. We find joy and see God at work, but ultimately,
our time on earth is a journey towards eternity, towards heaven. Much like
Lent, this journey is full of hardships. But at the end of this journey, if we
strive toward God and live out our call to virtue, our reward is eternal. The
Easter season overshadows the hardship of Lent, and Eternity in heaven
will more than surpass our difficulties on earth!

Think of the joy you experience when you taste that first bite of choco-
late or ice cream after denying yourself for so long. It's something so little
and trivial, but at that moment, it's a small taste of heaven.

We are called to a life of sacrifice as Christians. It's not easy, and scrip-
ture tells us if we do it correctly, we will be hated. But heaven is worth it!
Continue on in your Easter celebration. Let the party outshine the difficul-
ties of Lent as a reminder that we are made for eternity. In the words of St.
Therese of Lisieux, "The world's thy ship and not thy home!"

Happy Easter! Let us move together towards that eternal Easter
celebration in heaven!

Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church

www.blessedsacramentwichita.com
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