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Sites for up-to-date info: 

https://www.facebook.com/

SaintOlafEauClaireWi/ 

  

https://twitter.com/home?

logged_out=1&lang=en  

 

https://www.facebook.com/

StOlafCatholicChurchFaithFormation/  

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintolafmensclub/ �
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The parish offices are closed 

to the public, until further 

notice. 

To everyone who is continuing to send in their weekly and monthly 

contributions a big thank you!  Your commitment to St. Olaf is greatly 

appreciated. You are all in our prayers and will continue to be as we 

navigate this journey we are on. 

The link for the recorded Sunday Mass may be found on 

the parish website www.solaf@saintolafparish.org 

Photo credit to Fr. James Kurzynski 



PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday-Thursday: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Friday: 8:30 am to Noon. 

 

Parish Mailing Address: 

 St. Olaf, PO Box 1203, Eau Claire WI  54702-1203 

 

TO BECOME MEMBERS OF ST. OLAF 

We would like to meet with you personally. Call and make an 

appointment to register with Rhonda Nispel or Robin Johengen.. 

Their schedules are flexible so you can meet at your convenience. 

 

PENANCE 

Saturdays 4:15–4:45 PM or by appointment with Pastor. 

Communal celebrations and individual Reconciliation are held 

during the seasons of Advent and Lent. 

 

ST. OLAF PRAYER CHAIN 

Prayers can be for spiritual, physical, or emotional needs. 

Examples include prayers for the sick, for guidance in decision-

making, for marital difficulties, for mental health problems, for 

safe journey, in thanksgiving for. Use first names only. To start a 

prayer call: 

   Dianne Froze 715-834-3626 (mornings) 

   Ruth La Liberte 715-835-7055 (afternoons) 

  Barbara Howard-Erickson 715-225-6821 (evenings—5 pm to 9 pm) 

   E-mail prayer requests to bddroesler@gmail.com 

 

REGIS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

Central Office—715-830-2273 

���������	
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$CRIP NOTES & NEWS 

 ORDERS 

WEEKLY SALES - 3/15 ........................ $4,315.00 ........ .19 

 

SALES FISCAL Y-T-D (7/1/19-6/30/20)            $243,175.00 

FISCAL YTD RETURN TO PARISH: .......... $10,989.79 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Monday, June 8– Weekday 

     1 Kgs 17:1-6/Mt 5:1-12 

  

 

Tuesday, June 9-  Weekday 

     1 Kgs 17:7-16/Mt 5:13-16 

  † Ruth Michalak 

         

 

Wednesday, June 10– Weekday 

     1 Kgs 18:20-39/Mt 5:17-19 

               † Bob & Charlie Hofkes 

     

Thursday, June 11– St. Barnabas, Apostle 

     Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3/Mt 5:20-26 

         † Bernie Klimek 

 

Friday, June 12 – Weekday 

     1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-16/Mt 5:27-32 

         † Vi Jones 

 

Saturday, June 13 – St. Anthony of Padua, Priest & Doctor of the Church 

     1 Kgs 19:19-21/Mt 5:33-37 

           † Terumi Wanserski 

  

Sunday, June 14 — The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ 

     Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a/1 Cor 10:16-17/Jn 6:51-58 

             In honor of Gary & Jan Liedl 45th wedding anniversary 

         

To schedule a Mass Intention, please call the Parish Office at 

715-832-2504 x100.  Suggested stipend is $10/Mass. 
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EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

 

First Wednesday adoration is canceled until 

further notice. 

Parish Stewardship 

Offerings received to support our Faith Community 

 

Adult Envelope Giving 

May 31 ............................................................... $1,743.00 

Year-to-date received  .....................................$419,807.78 

 

Offertory 

March 31 ................................................................... $0.00 

Year-to-date received  ....................................... $13,384.78 

 

Debt Retirement Giving 

May 31 .................................................................... $17.00 

Year-to-date received  ....................................... $38,474.33 

 

Capital Campaign Giving 

May 31 .................................................................... $15.00 

Year-to-date received ........................................ $86,114.00 

 

Year to date through April 30, 2020 

Adult Envelope/Stewardship ................ $384,301.87 

Amount budgeted ................................ $398,000.00 

Fun Fest Update 

At this time the decision has been made 

to postpone Fun Fest.  We will keep you 

updated as we can on when it will take 

place this year.   



Monday - 6/8 Tuesday - 6/9 Wednesday - 6/10 Thursday - 6/11 Friday - 6/12 Saturday - 6/13 Sunday - 6/14 

Meetings and Gatherings 

  

 

 

     

MASS INTENTIONS FOR 2020 

 

There are weekday Mass intentions available in 2020. 

If you would like to have a Mass offered, please 

contact Kathy in the parish office at  715-832-2504 x 

100.  The suggested offering for an intention is $10. 

DAA UPDATE as of 6/2/2020 

We have reached our parish responsibility of $72,605.00  

with pledges and donations from 256 families.     

 

Any monies received after the above amount is met comes 

back 100% to St. Olaf and will be used for the wall and 

sound system project. 

TELEVISED MASS BROADCAST SCHEDULE 

 

Eau Claire, Channel 18, at 9:30 a.m. Sunday. 

La Crosse, Channel 19, at 9:30 a.m. Sunday. 

 

The Mass is also available any time of day, throughout 

the week, on the Diocesan Facebook page 

Family Prayer Time Idea – Here is a way to keep 

your family together and focused with this simple 

3-step nightly ritual:  

 

1. Share how you experienced 

God’s blessings 

today.  

2. Share your concerns of 

tomorrow.  

3. Pray together in thanksgiving 

and petition: 

with a prayer that is 

spontaneous, memorized or 

both. 

Photo credit to Fr. James Kurzynski 



PRAYER SHAWLS  

We have given out prayer shawls to 

those who are grieving, undergoing 

treatment for an illness, suffering 

from chronic illness, recovering 

from an accident and those just in 

need of comfort and healing in any 

way. 

 

Loving hearts and hands make up 

the St. Olaf Prayer Shawl Ministry, 

sharing simple gifts with those who 

are in need of comfort and healing. 

If you or someone you know would 

be comforted with a prayer shawl, 

contact 

Rhonda 

Nispel at 

715-832-

2504 x 

101 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 

 

Ready for His Return 

 

Where is that guy with the rainbow wig holding a “John 3:16” sign in the end zone at NFL football 

games? Younger readers may not have any idea what I am talking about! You used to see this guy 

on TV all the time wearing “Jesus Saves” shirts and holding his sign. Most thought he was a 

harmless guy, but now he is serving multiple life sentences for taking hostages at a hotel near LAX 

in 1992. His name is Rollen Stewart and he believed — and continues to believe while in prison — 

that Jesus’ second coming is imminent. His extreme actions were meant to make people take notice 

and listen to him. Now he sits behind bars, and most in the world see his name as nothing 

more than an answer to a trivia question. 

 

It is a sad story when people hurt others or use extreme methods in the name of God. Mr. Stewart’s 

belief that simply getting people to listen to his message is the most important step in their 

salvation is misguided. His poor stewardship should stand in stark contrast to our good stewardship. 

Our actions, seasoned at times with our words, should be the evidence people need to see the 

transformative power of Jesus Christ. We do believe that he is indeed coming again. But once you 

have committed yourself to him and live in his life on earth, when he returns is not our main 

concern. We are ready whenever that time comes, and hopefully, we can help others be ready as 

well by our example. 

 

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

©LPi 

A VIRTUAL 50TH JUBILEE ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION– 

 

The in-person 50th wedding anniversary Masses 

have been canceled. But a special Mass with 

Bishop Callahan will be held this year via live-

stream at 1:00 pm on Sunday, July 12 from the 

Cathedral. You will be able  

to view the live stream or  

recording by visiting  

diolc.org/marriage on  

and after July 12.  

BEACON HOUSE DATES  St. Olaf will be serving at 

Beacon House Sunday, June 10th through 

June 13th.  We are being asked to provide 

meals for those days, the estimate is 16, 5-6 

adults and rest children. 

For more information (what meals and what times are, you may 

contact Jane Deinhammer at jsue49@charter.net, 715-835-6588 

or 352-464-3248 (cell) 



PENTECOST OR THE TOWER OF BABEL – FAITH, SCIENCE, AND THE POWDER KEG THAT IS OUR WORLD 

 

Two weeks have passed since my travels home and I have crossed a very important finish line - I didn't get sick! Sadly, that small accom-

plishment is muted in light of the many struggles and trials our world is facing. And, sadly, many of these struggles can do severe damage 

to our hope as a culture. 

 

When I wrote you last, I posed the question, "What world am I walking into?" As with most reflective questions, the answer transcended 

what I hoped would be a simple answer. The question I should have asked is, "What 'worlds' will I be walking into?" 

 

While driving home through New Mexico, I listened to their Governor's press conference, updating citizens on the state of Covid-19. She 

shared guidelines for reopening the state and provisions people should follow. With a medical expert present to clarify the science of Covid

-19, the plan presented was cautious and slow. When I arrived at my hotel in Santa Fe, I read the news that the Wisconsin Supreme Court 

overturned Governor Ever's safer at home order for the Badger State with no restrictions maintained. At that moment, I sat in my hotel 

room stunned, trying to understand the two Covid-19 realities or "worlds" I was in: New Mexico and Wisconsin. 

 

This "two Covid-19 worlds" approach revealed itself to be, again, rather naive. Upon returning to Wisconsin, I learned that social distancing 

restrictions would be determined by individual counties. At first, I feared this would create the potential of 72 radically different interpreta-

tions of what should be done in light of the science of Covid-19. Thankfully, it seems that there is a continued air of consistent caution in 

the state. I have yet to hear of radically different approaches to Covid-19 from county to county, but the state is starting to see increases 

in Covid-19 cases. Still, this time of quiet observation did awake another level of trying to understand the Covid-19 worlds: The personal. 

 

Looking back, it should not have surprised me that, in a country that is growing increasingly distrusting of civic and religious authority, 

people's understanding of Covid-19 is all over the board. As a priest, it's disheartening to see both lay people and clergy who have publicly 

criticized our Bishop (and by extension the Bishops of at least the United States if not the world) for shutting down public Masses. Often 

citing religious freedom as the grounds for this criticism, absent is any sober reflections of when the Church closed public Mass in the past 

out of concern for the welfare of people of God. 

 

When watching the news and trying to understand people's opposition to stay at home orders and the closing of public celebrations of 

Mass, I am stunned to hear comments such as, This disease only kills the weak who have pre-existing health conditions, It only kills the 

homeless because they don't take care of themselves, and Its only the elderly in nursing homes that are dying from Covid-19. There are 

more statements I could quote, but they have all led me, from the perspective of a Catholic Priest, to be concerned that many are inadver-

tently rejecting the Church's teaching on the dignity of the human person, calling us to protect the most vulnerable in society. When re-

flecting upon these concerns as a citizen, I am also concerned that we are inadvertently creating legislation that is turning natural selec-

tion into a social theory by arguing that the weak can be allowed to die for the health of the economy and the free movement of "healthy" 

peoples. 

 

If these were not enough worlds to navigate, we then witnessed the tragic death of George Floyd. The commingling of legitimate anger and 

calls for justice, the criminal acts of arsonists and looters who simply seek to use this tragedy for personal gain, and the grinding mental 

stress we all feel from Covid-19 has created a cultural powder keg. Every time I listen to a commentator try to explain the origins of these 

social ills, I always come away thinking, "It's not that simple." When trying to wade through this is a meaningful way on a blog on faith and 

science, what emerges is a complicated web of questions that touch medical science, social science, and faith. 

 

Medical Science - What do we know about Covid-19 and what does that science tell us about treating this illness?  Social Sciences - What 

impact is Covid-19 having upon the psyche of global citizens and how do we best maintain physical, psychological, spiritual, and societal 

health amid this pandemic?  More Social Sciences - In light of the death of George Floyd, what are we learning about the current state of 

racism and race relations in the United States and its impact on society? What needs to be done to improve these relations? 

And More Social Science - What is motivating the violence we see by looters and arsonists? Are these opportunistic crimes, grief in the 

form of violence, or is it a culmination of many things that are sadly converging at one of the most stressful time periods in modern global 

history?  Faith - Where is God in all of this? 

 

Reflecting on these questions creates stress inside of me. They also remind me of the heart of this past Sunday's first reading for the feast 

of Pentecost. Our reading from Acts speaks of the Holy Spirit descending upon Jesus' followers as tongues of fire. These tongues were 

then uttered in languages that were clear, discernible, and unifying for the people who heard them. This contrasts the story of the Tower of 

Babel in which the tongues spoke were not unifying, but divisive, thinking that greatness was achievable upon human strength alone.  

 

How does this apply to the "multiverse" of stress we are living through? We are Babel, the confused tongues of a people who are divided 

and struggling to understand how to move forward both individually and communally. We are in need of a Pentecost moment. We are in 

need of a Spirit driven, unifying voice that is not merely an ideology or a placard, but a unifying voice of peace to help us navigate this bro-

ken world. 

 

We need inspired wisdom to help us see clearly the many worlds we live in. We need the gift to understand the medical, social, psychologi-

cal, and spiritual challenges we face as a global community. We need good counsel from experts and people who live with these difficult 

situations to deepen that understanding and grasp the full breadth of these struggles. We need knowledge and fortitude to both know the 

best path forward and then have the resolve to stay the course. And we need prayer, not in a way that is bargaining, manipulative, or re-

duces God to a magician who can magically make all our issues go away. Rather, we need prayer that allows us to be changed to our core 

in a way that brings calm, peacefulness, and clarity to our thoughts and actions as we navigate this difficult time. In short, we need the 

gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

 

I have heard some use the phrase "history repeats itself" in rather discouraging tones these days, pointing to the complex web of social 

issues we face and how best to address them. To conclude this reflection, I want to pray that history does repeat itself again, but not with 

a history of violence and division. Rather, I pray that history repeats itself with the sweet renewal of heart that comes with a Renaissance 

of authentic faith. In that Spirit, to express my faith at this time of pandemic and social struggle I offer this well known prayer. 

 

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. 

And You shall renew the face of the earth. 

 

O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise 

and ever enjoy His consolations, Through Christ Our Lord, Amen. 
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