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through the hands of Mary, 
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the whole person, body, 
mind and soul. 

  

Uniting learning with Faith 
in God, and our Faith in God 
with daily life, we joyfully 
proclaim, “May My Soul 
Magnify the Lord!” 
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call the Parish Office at 402-
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Dear St. Mary’s Alumni, Benefactors and Friends,  

Happy New Year! It has certainly been, to say the least, “interesting times” since I 
last wrote for our Alumni Newsletter.  

I think this COVID-19 Pandemic has in some ways helped us to appreciate even 
more the blessings of our Catholic Schools. We have seen the dedication of our 

faculty, staff, and administration, diving in to do their best to make remote learning effective 
from mid-March through the end of the year. Then again, as they worked tirelessly to come 
up with a plan to “Return to Learn” throughout the summer months, so we could welcome 
our students back into the building and give them as normal a classroom experience as 
possible.  

My appreciation of our students and their families has grown as well. Their understanding, 
flexibility, and their compliance with the pandemic rules we have had to put in place has been 
outstanding.  

I am also grateful to all those who continue to support us through these challenges with 
donations to our tuition assistance, scholarship fund, and various other needs of the school. 
Without those generous gifts to St. Mary’s, it would be a far bleaker picture in terms of 
operations. Thank you for all you do for us! 

Hopefully, this New Year will be full of blessings for us, and we will begin to see our world 
“normalize” soon. 

Ad multos annos! 

 

Fr. Bernard Starman, Pastor/President  

Even in the midst of a challenging year, the generosity of our alumni, family, 
and friends of St. Mary’s continues to astound me.  I am always touched by 
the ways so many people step up in times of need and this year is no 
different.  I know I risk missing important things but I have so many to share 
with you!  

• We received $18,950 in scholarship donations and $20,875 in grant donations for our 
students for the 2020-2021 school year.  Each year we award scholarships to our students 
for their academic successes, as well as provide tuition assistance for many families in 
need.  While I am always impressed with the amount of assistance given, this was up 
from $22,250 in 2019 - an increase of $17,500! In addition, we have had many people call 
about setting up scholarship funds for graduating seniors, so that is also in the works. 

• We have received multiple donations to specific needs/funds.  We have received funding 
for our shop class to purchase new tools, for a new video and sound system for the 
church, and many of our classrooms received ‘wish list’ gifts to help fill in some gaps with 
things the teachers would like to use.   

• Each month, we have had people provide breakfast and/or lunch for our teachers & staff 
during their staff meeting/work days.  It’s been a wonderful way to show appreciation for 
all that our staff does for the schools, and our teachers look forward to it every time! 

• We have seen an increase in the number of donations that we receive from distribution 
of retirement funds as well as shares of stocks, etc. for both St. Mary’s and St. Mary’s 
Foundation.  Not only that, we have received more matching funds from our donors’ 
companies than we have in previous years!  

Thank you for stepping up, stepping in, and being there with us as we weather the storms! 



 

Just like the rest of the world, it has been a crazy year for all of us at St. Mary’s (and St. Patrick’s) too! I know it has 

been too long since one of these letters has gotten out to our alumni & friends.  It has been so much “putting out fires” 

and dealing with the day-to-day necessities of the parish & school and many things got placed on the “when I have 

time” list.  So I am going to give you an overview of our last year and hope I don’t miss anything! 
 

January 2020   

The boys basketball team had a great season, including being NVC 

Champs and District Champs. Unfortunately, they did not make it past 

the first round game at State Basketball, but are always #1 in our hearts! 
 

 
 

February 2020   

Snowball dance was held on 

February 16.  Snowball Royalty were 

King Manu Tursunov & Queen Presley Pribil, with senior attendant Betsy Crumly; 

Caitlyn Reiser & Grant Winkelbauer, junior attendants; Charley Mlnarik, sophomore 

attendant, and Kyle Pribil & Caitey Ruzicka, freshmen attendants, crown bearers, 

Brinson Wecker, & Emma Bulau 
 

March 2020 

Speech team got off to a great start with lots of medals from our youngest to our most seasoned members. Unfortunately, 

their season was one of many cut short this last year.  Our teachers and students learned what it means to go to “remote 

learning” in a hurry, and life looked a whole lot different very quickly.  
 

April 2020 

Even with school being remote, St. Mary’s utilized our 3d printer to assist the Avera staff in providing masks.  Teachers & 

staff members gathered (socially distanced) to pray the rosary remotely with our students, and the 6th graders recorded 

the Passion Play from their homes rather than their annual performance for Holy Week.  We said “farewell” to our friend & 

previous coach, Scott Leisy, when he passed away on April 6th.   
 

May 2020 

We held many of our ‘year-end’ events remotely, including the Athletic & Activity “banquet” and the senior retreat. Our 

Class of 2020 was celebrated as much as possible with special video tributes, a cruise night for the community to gather & 

share our good wishes with the seniors from both O’Neill High School & St. Mary’s, recognition of our honors graduates & 

Marian awards, and even a teacher “Congratulations Caravan” that traveled house to house.  
 

June & July 2020 

With the cancellation of prom, the Everitt family graciously hosted a “prom” for all the juniors and seniors at their home at 

the end of June. We finally got to have graduation for the class of 2020 on July 16th. In addition, St. Patrick’s Church was 

officially designated as a National Historical Place on the Historical Register.  
 

August 2020 

The annual $10,000 Raffle was held in July-August, with all proceeds 
supporting St. Mary’s extracurriculars and activities.  Even without the fun  
event, we had great support as we sold out our tickets in a hurry! 
Congratulations to our raffle winners: $1000 to ‘76 Gene & ‘76 Ellen 
(Walnofer) Chohon, $500 to ‘12 Megan (Schneider) Jorgensen, $200 to Kyle & 
Megan Heiss, Kris & ‘06 Anne (Kersenbrock) Koelzer, ‘85 Bill & Jessica Eby, 
and Bridget Berg, and the $10,000 grand prize was split by our 249th & 250th 
ticket holders, Ron & Sara Allen, and ‘71 Carol (Dugan) & ‘71 Joe Fuhrer.  

The class of 2021 began their senior year. Pictured front row, l to r: William Otte, 
Caitlyn Reiser, Faith Williamson, Araceli Perez, Shuhrat “Shawn” Rakhimov. Back 
row l to r: Naimjon “Jon” Ghafurov, Grant Tomjack, Connor Semin, Grant 
Winkelbauer, Isaiah Wiese.  



August 2020 (continued)  

Stephanie Nemec, our youth & catechesis director, stepped down from her position at St. Patrick’s/St. Mary’s, and we are 
grateful for the willingness (and heart for ministry!) of Bridget Schneider as she stepped into the Youth Ministry role, and 
for Father Joseph Sund who has been overseeing religious education.  St. Mary’s began live-streaming some of our 
games and events with the start of the school year, as so much of our fan capacity was limited.  We even picked up a few 
of our younger fans as “announcers”, thanks to Dalton Herley & Max Berg. All home games continue to be live cast  - you 
can check them out at live.smcards.org.  

September 2020 

St. Mary’s homecoming was held on September 25th, with our first 
“outdoor” Homecoming dance at the practice field.  Homecoming 
Royalty, l to r: Emma Otte (freshman), Ellie Atkeson (sophomore), Olivia 
Jarman (junior), Faith Williamson (senior princess), Araceli Perez (senior 
queen), Grant Winkelbauer (senior king), Connor Semin (senior prince), 
Charles Barlow (junior), Adam Everitt (sophomore), and Carsen 
Dannenbring (freshman).   
 

October 2020 

O’Neill High School softball team (which St. Mary’s co-ops with) placed 2nd at districts.  
Kaylin Gaughenbaugh, freshman, qualified for the Class C State Golf tournament, where she 
played her best round ever (96).  We think you’ll recognize a few of her biggest fans. Pictured 
l to r: Rebecca Gaughenbaugh, ‘16 Paige (Gaughenbaugh) Wilkins, Kaylin Gaughenbaugh, ‘19 
Cole Gaughenbaugh, & ‘84Wayne Gaughenbaugh.  

 

St. Mary’s football team had an incredible season 
of football, going 10-1 for the season.  They were 
District Champs and proudly went on to Class D2 
state football.  They played through the 
quarterfinals, but were defeated by Central Valley 
(Greeley) before they could make it to semi-finals/
championship.   

November 2020 

November brought in our annual fall auction but COVID meant time for another change!  The auction moved ONLINE 
from November 1st to 15th, giving people plenty of time to bid.  While we weren’t quite sure what to expect as profit 
from this entirely new way of doing things, we had a great response! Including donations and raffles, we made 
approximately $112,000 in the 2020 raffle!  Not bad for a first year trial run! 

The Student Council of St. Mary’s delivered 11 bouquets to some of our local supporters who have gone above & beyond. 
Although many could have been included on this list, the Council  chose to honor Julie Barlow, Don & Mary Duffy, Deb 
Kelly, ‘74 Deacon MJ Kersenbrock, Dick & ‘62 Mary (Jansen) Mlnarik, Stephanie Nemec, Ranell Otte, ‘84 Denise 
(Dempsey) Pribil, Merri Schneider, Ann Schneider, and Karie Semin.  

December 2020 

Grant Winkelbauer was given the prestigious 2020 Semper Fidelis All-American award by the US Marine Corps 
Recruiting Command.  He is one of only 96 students in the country and the only one in Nebraska to receive this 
award. According to the presenter, “Winkelbauer was selected not only for his athletic performance but for 
outstanding character, academic excellence, & community leadership that reflects the Marine Corps’ values of 
honor, courage, & commitment.”  

 
The annual Christmas programs went “virtual” with their 
online presentations, and St. Mary’s 5th Grade presented 
their outdoor Living Nativity on the morning of 
December 17th.  
 
St. Mary’s One Act earned district champs and competed 
in Class D-2 State One Acts with their play “Two Fronts.”  
They made us proud, earning 3rd place in State D-2 Play 
Production! 



Vera Butterfield 

Parents: Phil & Natalie Butterfield 
Plans to attend UNL & study 

Emerging Media Arts, then move 
to Burbank, California to get a job 

as a storyboard artist 

Betsy Crumly 

Parents: Ryan & ‘93 Ann (Boyle) Crumly 
Attending  Mounty Marty College in 

South Dakota & studying nursing 

Abigail Everitt 

Parents: Cameron & Jill Everitt 
Attending UNK  with the KHOP 

Program in Dentistry, and 
competing with UNK’s track team 

Kaitlyn Pongratz 

Parents: ‘95 Dave & Teresa Pongratz 
Attending Northeast Community 

College to become a physical 
therapist assistant 

Presley Pribil 

Parents: Mark & ‘84 Denise 
(Dempsey) Pribil 

Attending UNL to study psychology 

Carissa Reiser 

Parents: Troy & Cassandra Reiser 
Attending nursing school at 

Northeast Community College. 

Brandi Jo Ruzicka 

Parents: Ryan & Angie Ruzicka 
Attending Wayne State College to 

complete pre-radiographer qualifications 
& then transfer to UNMC to study 

Medical Imaging & Therapeutic Sciences 

Matthew Schneider 

Parents: ‘90 Todd & Joy Schneider 
Attending Northeast Community 

College studying Information 
Technology 

Alexa Shald 

Parents: Bob & Nikki Shald 
Attending Chadron State 

College & studying pre-vet 

Sybil Scofield 

Parents: Steve & ‘97 Amy (Jeffrey) Scofield 
Attending Northeast Community College  

studying Elementary Education 

Ethan Shoemaker 

Parents: ‘91 Wes & Stacy Shoemaker 
Attending Northeast Community College 

majoring in building construction 

Manucher Tursunov 

Host Parents: Bob & Diane Watson 
Attending UNL  



Magna Cum Laude Honor Graduates 

(at least 3.75 GPA)  

Betsy Crumly, Abigail Everitt, Alexa Shald,  

Kaitlyn Pongratz, Brandi Ruzicka 

Well, the Class of 2020 certainly takes the cake on unexpected ways to end your high school 

career!  They have rolled with the punches and adjusted along with all of us. We are so proud 

of our graduates’ accomplishments, and we’d like to share them with you!  

Athlete of the Year 

Abigail Everitt 

Summa Cum Laude Honor Graduate 

(4.0 GPA) 

Presley Pribil 

Front row , l to r: 
 Alexa Shald, 

Brandi Ruzicka, 
Carissa Reiser,  

Vera Butterfield,  
Presley Pribil, 
Sybil Scofield.  

 
Back row, l to r:  
Abigail Everitt, 

Ethan Shoemaker, 
Kaitlyn Pongratz, 

Manucher Tursunov, 
Betsy Crumly,  

Matthew Schneider 

Each year, we have been blessed by financial gifts that allow us to continue to offer Academic Scholarships to pay 

tuition for our top students, as well as grants that allow us to offer tuition assistance to anyone in need. We are so 

grateful for your support in the past.  Your support towards our Scholarship and Catholic Education Grant Program 

has enabled us to continue to provide a quality, Christian education at an affordable level, by assisting with tuition 

expenses for many of our students and families. Last year, over $18,000 was given to students as scholarships, and 

nearly $60,000 was given in the form of grants.   

Will you help another student continue their education at St. Mary’s? If you would like to direct your gift specifically 

to a certain academic area, please indicate that on the form in the back of this newsletter or stmarysoneill.org/.   

Once again, on behalf of our school, administration, staff, and school families, thank you very much for your 

support of St. Mary’s Scholarship and Catholic Education Grant Program. Your financial gifts are deeply 

appreciated by our students and parents. 

Marian Awards 

Kaitlyn Pongratz,  Presley Pribil 

Scholar Athlete Award Recipients  

Abigail Everitt, Kaitlyn Pongratz,  

Brandi Ruzicka, Alexa Shald 

Scholar Activity Award Recipients 

Betsy Crumly, Presley Pribil 

Cum Laude Honor Graduate 

(3.5 GPA) 

Sybil Scofield 



The family of ’78 Theresa Dugan Dusatko 

would like to thank all from the class of 1978 

who contributed to the memorial gift given in 

Theresa’s honor.  Theresa fought glioblastoma 

multiforme, a brain cancer, for 26 months, and passed away on 

February 1, 2020.    

 

As we learned over the last 

year, even the best laid plans 

change unexpectedly.  Here is 

our upcoming calendar, as 

best we can tell so far!   

March 26-28      Alumni Tournament 

May 16   St. Mary’s Class of 2021 Graduation 

June 25 & 26       Annual Alumni Weekend 

The Michelle Bulau Memorial Scholarship has been 

established to provide an annual scholarship to a 

St. Mary’s graduate/ graduating senior to assist with 

educational costs for students pursuing post-

secondary education in the medical field.  This 

includes medicine, nursing, anesthesia, physical 

therapy, physician assistant, speech therapy, 

respiratory therapy, medical technician, laboratory 

technician, radiology technician, dentistry, 

chiropractic and optometry, and it also includes 

graduate studies. Alumni and current seniors at St. 

Mary's are eligible to apply for this scholarship in 

memory of Michelle Bulau. The application can be 

found on the front page of our website at 

stmarysoneill.org or you may contact Mrs. Paula 

Atkeson at patkeson@smcards.org to get a copy of 

the application. Applications are due by April 1st.  

We would like to thank our alumni, friends, & families 

for your generous financial support.  Without you, 

we would not be able to continue to offer the 

opportunities and education  for our students.  Did 

you know it costs approximately $8600 to educate a 

child in our system per year, but our tuition rates are 

some of the lowest in the state, at $3200 annually for 

high school & $1750 for grade school?   (This does not 

include the tuition breaks for family discounts. ) 
 

As this newsletter has been so delayed in coming 

out, I simply do not have room to list all of you who 

have given in the last year or more.  Please accept my 

sincere apologies & know that we are so grateful for 

all that you do.  
 

In Christ,  

Jennifer Wallwey 

Director of Stewardship & Development 

Feb. 9, 2021 

Fr. Starman & St. Mary’s Advisory Board,  

This letter is to inform you that I will be resigning from my 

position as PK-12 Principal at St. Mary’s Catholic School at the 

end of my current contract for the 2020-2021 school year.   

As I reflect on the six years at St. Mary’s, I am humbled at the 

outpouring of support that I have received in the years that I 

have been here. We have always said that St. Mary’s is a “family” 

and in the years that I have been here it has truly felt that way. . . 

. The dedication our staff has to the mission of St. Mary’s 

Catholic School is unlike any school that I have been at 

previously.  It is that dedication from our staff, students, and 

families that makes St. Mary’s as successful as it is today. . . .  

St. Mary’s Catholic School has a lot to be proud of and is well 

equipped to live out its mission and prepare students for their 

future. It has been an honor and privilege to serve the students, 

staff members, and families of St. Mary’s Catholic Schools and 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church.  I will always cherish these six years 

and will have long-lasting friendships because of them.  I wish 

you all the best in your future endeavors.   

Sincerely,  

 

Mr. Cody Havranek 



We want to hear from you!  Please let us know if you have recently been married, had a child, 

moved, been recognized for an accomplishment, or have any other fun updates for us! Contact 

Jennifer Wallwey, Director of Development, with your information and photos.  

                  ‘13 Kylie Shoemaker welcomed a baby boy Randy Briggs on October 17, 2019. 

                        Briggs joins big sister Cambrie.  
 

  Congratulations to ‘05 Brooke (Lindhorst) & Tyler Knott on the birth of their son Quaid  

  Alexander, born December 30, 2019.  
 

‘12 Megan (Schneider) & Keith Jorgensen are proud to announce the birth of their daughter, Hadley, on February 2, 2020.  
 

‘11 Kyle & Skylar Eby, and big sister Charli, welcomed home a baby boy Matthew  in January 2020.  
 

    ‘08 Jake & Michelle Reiman welcomed home baby girl Taya Lucille on February 3, 2020. She joins big  

 brother Luke.   

  

 Congratulations to ‘06 Mitch & Rachel Wecker on birth of their daughter, Ada Marie, born April 1, 

2020. She joins big brothers Bannon, Brinson, Benton, and Bowon.    
 

 Congratulations to  ‘14 Carissa (Soukup) & Blake Barwick on their baby boy Henry Scott,  

 born on April 16, 2020.  
 

 ‘11 Jacob & Tara Soukup welcomed home a baby girl, Maren Dorothea, on May 27th 2020. 
 

Congratulations to ‘09 Bridgette (Ascherl) & Keith Kenegy on the birth of their 3rd child, Jace Joseph, born June 2nd, 2020.  
 

Samantha & ’13 Connor Connot welcomed home their first child, Lauren Kay, on June  7, 2020.  
 

Congratulations to ‘02 Mary (Kersenbrock) & Aaron Losing on the birth of Isaac Layne, born June 17, 2020. 
 

 ‘15 Alejandra (Vergara) Quezada Verdin & husband Humberto on birth of their son, Brayden Alexis  

 Quezada Verdin on June 23, 2020.  
 

       Congratulations to ‘07 Dan & Monica Krugman on the birth of their son, Soloman Daniel, on July 15, 2020.  
 

Congratulations to ‘01 Mark & Jacque Mahony on the birth of their son, Charles Raymond, on July 22, 2020.  
 

Congratulations to ‘99 Eileen Jensen Cook & family on the birth of her daughter, Ramsey Mae Cook in September 2020.  
 

Congratulations to ‘99 Emily Zastrow & her husband Tolga on the birth of their son, Ozan, on September 6, 2020.  Emily 

has been teaching English in Japan for the last several years and is moving back to the states in the next few months.  
 

Congratulations to ‘11 Tori Novak on the birth of her daughter, Maeve Dennison Foster, on September 30, 2020.  
 

‘10 Sarah (Spencer) & Scott Hawthorne welcomed home baby boy George Thomas on October 8, 2020.  
 

‘06 Carol (Koenig) & Ben Doolittle welcomed home baby boy Nash Ray on November 6, 2020.  He joins big brothers Coby 

(5) & Jay (3) .  
 

‘14 Erin (Meyer) & Randolph Madrigal welcomed home Mia Rose on November 7, 2020.   
 

‘03 Brooke (Earley) & Brenton Lammers welcomed home baby boy, Bowen Thomas, on December 1, 2020.  
 

Congratulations to ‘16 Jayde (Rosenkrans) & husband Zach Haburchak on the birth of their daughter, 

Hanley Elaine, on December 15, 2020.  
 

 Congratulations to ‘06 Ashtin (Soukup) and David Stribley on the birth of their son, Archer Ray, on 

 December 17, 2020. 
 

‘12 Tayler (Kelly) & Dan Rentschler welcomed home baby girl Kyah Jean on January 22, 2021. 

She joins big sisters Mikah & Layna.   



 
 

 
 

‘54 Mary Ann (Winchell) Clark passed away on December 20, 2019 after a long battle with multiple 
sclerosis.  Her husband, Thomas Clark, passed away just 12 days later, January 1, 2020.  She is survived by 
sons, Edward (Laurie) & William (Brenda), daughter Jennifer (Patrick) Cahill, 9 grandchildren, 8 great 
grandchildren, sister ‘66 Leona (Richard) Peugh and brother ‘73 James (Oralene) Winchell.  She was 
preceded in death by her sister ‘55 Helen Pavel. 

 

‘54 George  F. Tomlinson passed into heaven’s glory on December 28, 2019 at the age of 83.  Son of Richard 
and Doris Tomlinson, he grew up one of nine children. George joined the US Army in 1955 as a certified 
aircraft mechanic and crew chief. He was honorably discharged from the Army in 1958 and served in the 
Army Reserves through 1961. He married Joan M. Chriswisser in 1960, and were blessed with three children. 
He was an amazing man who influenced many lives and will be missed immensely. Surviving family 

members include his wife Joan, ; sons Shawn (Shari) Tomlinson and Guy (Lucy) Tomlinson, daughter, Perri              
Zimmerman, 7  grandchildren, 9 great grandchildren,  brothers Dennis and John ("Casey") and sister ‘55 Patty 
Brookhouser of Lincoln.  

‘69 Kelly Fuhrer passed away in January of 2020.  He served his country in the U.S. Marine Corp and was 

honorably discharged. Kelly is survived by one daughter Tammy Bazelman, one sister ‘70 Lynda (Mark) LaCroix, 

two brothers ‘69 Mike (LaDonna) Fuhrer and ‘71 Joe (Carol) Fuhrer. He was preceded in death by his parents 

Sam and Mary Fuhrer of O'Neill and one brother ‘73 Steve Fuhrer.   

‘78 Theresa Eileen (Dugan) Dusatko, passed away February 1, 2020. Theresa loved her flowers, road 

trips with those closest to her, and drinking coffee on her deck while watching the birds. She put up a 

valiant fight against Glioblastoma, staying true to her loving and spirited self until the end. She worked 

as an imaging specialist at Principal financial group until she was no longer able to. Theresa lived her 

life with love, family, friends and travel.  Those who cherish her memory include her husband, ‘78 

Doran; daughter, Kimberly Dusatko & special friend Taryn Olivera; mother, Jeanne Dugan, sisters, ‘71 Diane Fritton and 

‘84 Denise Burkey, brothers Tim Dugan and ‘76 Tom Dugan along with many close friends, nephews, nieces, and cousins.  
 

‘50 Mary Ann (Koenig) Thiele passed away at the age of 87 on February 23, 2020. She was married to her 
husband Arnold for 39 years, and they  raised their family south of Clearwater where together they began 
the farming and livestock operation, now known as Thiele Dairy. Mary Ann enjoyed sharing her faith and 
administering communion to the sick and the homebound. She also enjoyed gardening, mowing her yard, 
baking cookies, playing cards, & most of all spending time with her grandchildren. She is survived by her 
children: Bill Thiele, Bonnie (Tom) Hoefer, Tom Thiele, Ron (Karol) Thiele, Kenny (Lori) Thiele, Carolyn (Paul) 

Reinertson, Kevin (Lisa) Thiele, and Tim (Theresa) Thiele; 24 grandchildren; 25 great grandchildren; and brother, Bob 
(Florence) Koenig of Lincoln. She was preceded in death by her husband, Arnold, children, Jerry and Mark Thiele,  brother, 
Jim Koenig,  and sisters, ‘49 Bernice Roth and ‘48 Kathryn (Koenig) Sojka.  

‘76 Laura Dugan passed away on June 15, 2020 after a long battle with metastatic breast cancer.  Laura is 

the sister of Jennie (Dugan) Schneider ('84) and Carol (Dugan) Fuhrer ('71).   Laura was 62 years old. 

 

 ‘70 Theresa (Conway) Nielsen, passed away January 18, 2020. After graduation from St. Mary’s Academy, 

Theresa worked for the City of O’Neill as a part time Police Dispatcher.  She married Norman Nielsen on 

September 1, 1973 at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church & they had 7 children. Theresa is survived by her 

husband, Norman, & children, Eric Nielsen, Kimberly Berggren & husband Matthew,  Nathan Nielsen & 

wife Sabrina, Melissa Nielsen, Regina Nielsen, Norman Nielsen, Jr & wife Tami, Matthew Nielsen & wife 

Heather, 8 grandchildren, brothers ‘66 Joseph Conway & wife Linda, and ‘71 Albert Conway & wife Carol, nieces, 

nephews, & cousins.  She is preceded in death by her parents, Raymond and Anna Conway & one brother, ‘68 Eugene 

Conway.   

‘61 Rita K. (Vequist) Wagner  passed away at the age of 76 on December 19, 2019. Rita 
loved traveling with her sister Janice, going on trips together until her health no 
longer allowed, and she is fondly remembered for always sending birthday and 
anniversary cards. Rita is survived by her son: Scott (Tonya) Wagner &  grandson 
Boston Wagner, brother ‘68 Tom (Jane) Vequist,  and sister ‘66 Janice (Tim) 
Andersen as well as nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. She was preceded 
in death by her parents and husband Wendall. 



‘37 Ann (Pribil) Knower died peacefully on April 2, 2020 at her home in Chelmsford, MA at the age of 101. The 

Pribil children, including Ann, attended a rural one room country schoolhouse, and she & her siblings rode to 

school in a horse drawn buggy. Ann later became a resident student at St. Mary’s Academy and graduated in 

1937. Ann was married to Russel S. Knower and they had 4 children. Ann is survived by three children Barbara A. 

(Michael) Champagne, Betty L. Kerr, and Thomas Knower, five grandchildren, 5 great grandchildren, and many 

nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her son John Paul Knower and seven siblings Elsie Shaw, Raymond 

Pribil, ‘31 Angela Denesia, Margaret Sladek, Francis Pribil, Leonard Pribil and ‘48 Larry Pribil. 

‘52 Dorothy (Donohoe) Cloyd passed away on January 5, 2020 at the age of 85.  She was preceded in 

death by her husband Buddy. She is survived by 5 children, 12 grandchildren, and 5 great-grandchildren, 

and siblings ’52 Don Donohoe, John Donohoe (Rachel); sisters ‘54 Karen Rotherham and ’61 Margaret 

Larsen (Larry). 

 

Sister Rita Neyens passed away at the age of 96 on May 6, 2020 in Alliance. She entered the call to the Sisters 

of   St. Francis in 1947 and became a registered nurse.  She served at hospitals and missions in Scottsbluff, 

Alliance, and Hot Springs, South Dakota.  After retirement, Sister Rita worked in ministry in Rapid City, South 

Dakota & O’Neill where she worked in parish ministries & part-time nursing in senior care centers, before 

returning to Alliance in 2016.   

“Father” Bob Duffy passed away on July 27, 2020. He was an assistant pastor at St. Patrick’s during the late 50s 
and 60s. He was a pastor and educator in O’Neill, then served as an asssociate pastor at St. Mary Magdalene in 
Omaha, and Principal at Paul VI High School in Omaha. He resigned from active ministry in 1979, moved to 
Minneapolis and began a new chapter of his life as husband, father, and grandfather.  Bob had been fighting 
Parkinson’s Disease since 2006. He is survived by his wife Linda of 40 years, 2 children, 3 grandchildren, a brother, 
a sister in law, a niece & many nephews, and his dog Cormac.  

‘47 Sr. Regina Boyle (Alice Catherine Boyle) died peacefully on November 6, 2020, at the Alliance 
Nebraska Marian Residence for the Sisters of St. Francis of Penance and Christian Charity. Sister Regina 
entered the convent in September 1953, professing her Perpetual Vows and taking the name of Sister 
Mary Regina in 1959. Sister Regina was a teacher at many schools throughout the years until 2014 when 
she retired and became a resident in Alliance.  She is survived by her sister ‘56 Rita (Ken) Grosse, ‘49                

             Mary Ellen Klinetobe, ‘58 Theresa Parks, ‘60 Frances (Lyle) Gillogly, ‘60 Helen (Dennis Cunningham, 
and ‘51 Bridget (Joe) Ramold, as well as many nieces & nephews, and her Franciscan family.  She was preceded in death by 
her parents, sister ‘53 Rosalie Crawford, ‘49 Delores Schneider, ‘54 Charline Gaughenbaugh,  and infant sister, Cecilia.  
 

 ‘03 Michelle (Shoemaker) Bulau passed away at the age of 36 on November 10th, 2020. Michelle was 
a nurse, concluding her career at Avera St. Anthony’s Hospital in the surgery department.  She was 
married to the love of her life, Luke Bulau, in 2009 and became mom to 5 children: Lily, Jack, Emma, 
Ellie, and Hatti.  They were actively involved at St. Mary’s not only as she was an alumni, but her 
husband is a teacher and coach for St. Mary’s.  Michelle will be remembered for her strong faith, kind                       
heart, stubborn streak, and devotion to her spouse, family, and friends. Michelle is survived by her 
husband Luke and children Lily, Jack, Emma, Ellie, and Hatti; parents ‘76 Hugh & Mardell Shoemaker, 

siblings 2000 Jennifer (Jason) Koehlmoos, and ‘06 Tim (Kelcy) Shoemaker; parents in law, Rod & Chris Bulau, sisters & 
brothers in law Cory (Chad) Newman, Amber (Ryan) Parks, Hidy (Matt) Crandell, Chelsi (Jamie) Harnes, Jake (Shannon) 
Bulau, grandparents Betty Hamik & Bob Novak, special aunt & uncle ‘69 Mariclaire (Shoemaker) & ‘71 Bob Musil, as well as 
many other family and friends.  A go-fund-me page has been created by classmates Kiel Neumann, Ryan Hickey, and Matt 
Willis, establishing a college fund for Michelle & Luke’s children.  Over $19,500 has been raised to date.  If you are interested in 
contributing, you can contact the Parish Office or any of the listed classmates for information.   

         ‘55 Vera Dell (Funk) Stuhr passed away February 24, 2020 at the age of 83. Vera Dell married Philip Thiele in 

    1956, and the couple made their home and farmed in the St. John’s area and were blessed with six children. 

    Following the death of her husband Philip in 1978, Vera Dell remained on the farm until 1982. In 1982, Vera 

    Dell married LaVern Stuhr at rural St. John’s Church, and lived on a farm east of Elgin, NE. She was a  

   homemaker & also worked for social services as a caregiver to the elderly for 10 years. She is survived by 

her children Karen (Jack) Allemang, Deb (Dwaine) Trease, Mike (Katie) Thiele, Gary (Carol) Thiele, Greg (Ellen) Thiele, Peggy 

Connot (fiancé Gary Chance), and many grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Vera Dell was preceded in death by her 

parents; husbands Philip and LaVern; one brother Clarence Funk; two sisters ‘49 Marilyn Ziska and infant sister Mary. 



 

 ‘14 Erin (Meyer) married Randolph Madrigal on October 19, 2019. Erin, Randolph, 

 and daughters Reagan & Mia are making their home in Hinton, Iowa.  

‘10 Sarah (Spencer) married Ken Hawthorne on December 28, 2019.   

‘15 Krissy (Krotter) married William McClintic May 30, 2020. 

‘16 Paige Gaughenbaugh was married to Jake Wilkins on June 20, 2020.  

                                     ‘10 Avery (Schneider) married Noah Ehrisman on July 3, 2020. 

   

  

  

 ‘84 Tom (TJ) Schmitz passed away on November 26, 2020, at the age of 54.  After graduating from 
St. Mary’s, TJ practiced law, was involved in sales, and most recently was a Resident Counselor at 
Box Elder Job Corp.  TJ also loved the great outdoors where you could find him enjoying a good 
book in the comfort of nature. His amazing sense of humor and quick wit made it easy for him to 
light up any room he walked into. He was preceded in death by his father Ken and brother Tim.  He    

                         Is survived by his mother Lee Schmitz,  sisters Roxie Chocholousek (David) and Julie Schmitz Jensen, 
and many nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, cousins, great nieces and nephews, hundreds of friends, co-workers and pups.  
 

‘56 Carolyn (Wilson) Hayes of Rochester, MN, died on August 12, 2020. Carolyn began her teaching career in 
Denver, CO and then returned to O'Neill, NE where she began teaching at St. Mary's Elementary School. Carolyn 
met and then married a fellow teacher, Larry Hayes in 1970. Carolyn became a stay at home mother when their 
two children were born.  Carolyn is survived by her children, ‘90 John (Laurie) Hayes, ‘93 Kathleen (Mark) 
Solino; grandchildren, Paul Solino, Jackson and Abby Hayes; sisters, ‘53 Mary Lou (Jim) Coughlin, ‘56 Cathy 
(Raymond) Hoffmann and brother, ‘69 James (Joan) Wilson. Carolyn was preceded in death by her husband, Larry; and  
by her parents, Edward and Mildred.  

Donald J. Duffy, St. Mary’s beloved “super-fan” passed away on January 23, 2021 at the age of 80.  Don was wed to his 
wife Mary on August 20, 1966, and had 2 children, Susan & David.  Don & Mary were very active in St. Patrick’s Church, 
and their children attended St. Mary’s High School. Don “Papa” Duffy will always be remembered for his generosity, 
loyalty, and hearty laugh. Above all, he will be remembered as a devoted and loving family man and a person who lived 
by faith and prayer. Don is survived by his wife of 54 years, Mary; daughter, ‘88 Susan Asher (Kirby Adamson); 3 
grandchildren, 2 great-grandchildren, sister, Theresa Hirschman, nieces, nephews, relatives, and friends. Don was 
preceded in death by his son David, who would have graduated in 1991, his parents, Alta and James; and brothers, Jack 
and Bernard.  

Our sympathies to ‘71 Bert Conway on the death of his mother-in-law Dolores Kosmicki on December 25, 2019.  
 

We offer our sympathy to ‘60 Elizabeth “Betty” (Schneider) Bowers on the sudden death of her son, Frank, on January 
3, 2020.   

 

Ed Dziowgo passed away on May 20, 2020 at the age of 100.   Our condolences to his family,  including  ‘66 Charles 
(Cheryl) Dziowgo of Inman, ‘72 Gerald (Diane) Wollschlager of Norfolk, ‘74 Mary (Larry) Leise of Norfolk and ‘76 Julie 
Wollschlager of Phoenix, Ariz.  

We offer our sympathy to ‘18 Mariah Fahrenholz and her family on the death of her father, Randall Fahrenholz on 
August 23, 2020.  
 

Our sympathies to the family of Jeane V. Hynes, who passed away on September 12, 2020.  She is survived by her 
children ‘70 Deborah (Jerry) Miller, ‘72 Barbara (Alvin) Heiss, David Hynes (Deb Ahlers), and Angela (Mike) Davis. Jeane 
was preceded in death her husband ‘43 John Hynes, and children ‘73 Mary Tikalsky and ‘71 John Hynes Jr.   
 

Our sympathies to the family of Michael Marx, who passed away on November 11, 2020.  He is survived by his children, 
‘86 Lauri (Craig) Schlacter, ‘87 Bill (Sherrie) Marx, Melissa (Ron) Roth, Christina (Justin) Hanshew, Richard Miller, and 
Timothy (Sophia) Marx, as well as 13 grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren.  
 

We offer our condolences to the family of Mel Selting, who passed away on October 27, 2020.  He is survived by his wife 
Pat, and children ‘73 Mike (Kathy) Selting, ‘76 Steve (Kelly) Selting, ‘79 Elizabeth (Jeff) Nannen, ‘81 Nancy (Greg) Auen, 
and ‘94 Jennifer (‘02 Aaron) Troester, 12 grandchildren, and many nieces, nephews, and cousins.  

‘16 Ashley Everitt married Tad Kuhlman on August 15, 2020. 

‘16 Riley Sibbel married Riley Bilstein on August 8, 2020.  

‘14 Kyle Regan married Shelby Camack on August 1, 2020.  

‘17 Logan Connot married Travis Kerkman on July 25, 2020.  



‘51 Delores N. (Hull) Colburn has been married for 68 years, and has lived on their ranch by Valentine, Nebraska 
from 1941 except for a year gap.  

‘16 Kim Schneider graduated from Mount Marty college in December 2019, and is currently teaching religious education 
at St. Joseph’s Indian School in Chamberlain, South Dakota.  

Mr. Walt Dupre, former principal at St. Mary’s from 2009 to 2015, is a full time biology teacher & assistant football 
coach at St. Michael Catholic High School in  Fairhope, Alabama. 

A blood drive was held in O’Neill in January 2020 in honor of Emily Reiser, class of 1997.  

‘2000 Ryan Ohri is a police officer (sergeant)  in Kearney, Nebraska. He is also a “Watchdog Dad” at Meadowlark 
Elementary in Kearney.  Here he is sharing some of his experiences with the students and answering any 
question they throw at him about what it’s like to be a Kearney Police Officer. Sergeant Ohri  also received The 
Life Saving Award after rescuing an adult & a child that had fallen through thin ice at Ft. Kearney Recreational 
Area in February, and received a certificate of commendation from the Kearney Police for heroic & decisive 

action during a barricaded subject call in January.  

‘09 Cody Eiler was named to Nebraska Wesleyan’s all decade team for football as a defensive back and punt/kickoff 
returner.  

Congratulations to ‘12 Luke Loecker, Doctor of Chiropractic! 

‘14 Adam Moon was named to the Omaha World Herald’s All Decade Basketball Team in April of this year.  

‘20 Vera Butterfield was selected to be one of 36 students for the cohort of the UNL Johnny Carson Center for 
Emerging Media Arts. According to director Megan Elliott, this program selects “very qualified & wildly creative” 
students “who will thrive in our rigorous academic program and become the next creative technology leaders.”  

‘18 Lawson Hofer is an RTO in the Fire Directions Center in 4-319th Field Artillery Battalion 173rd Airborne 
Brigade Combat Team, stationed in Germany.  

Miriam (Kresbach) Walker is a published author with her book release “Homeless Has a Name.” You can give 
it a look at her site miriamwalkerbooks.bigcartel.com.   

‘12 Tom Chvala has completed law school and is officially “attorney at law.”  

‘05 Christina (Reynoldson) Spader earned her Master’s Degree summer 2020.  She continues to teach at St. Mary’s 
High School.  

‘19 Codi Fehringer is serving in the Air Force, stationed in Japan.  

SMH alum, ‘10 Sarah (Spencer) Hawthorne and her new husband, Scott, are greeted by Pope 
Francis on their honeymoon!  

‘03 Matthew Willis was named Nebraska Young Optometrist of the Year for 2020.   

‘88 Chuck Schmaderer has been named as Chief Financial Officer of AMCON, as well as Vice 
President & Secretary of AMCON Distributing.  

‘17 Kendra Kozisek graduated summa cum laude from Morningside College with her bachelor of science in biology/
chemistry.  

‘01 Jake Peetz has accepted the offensive coordinator position for the LSU Tigers football team.  Peetz has previously 
worked with football teams at Santa Barbara City College, UCLA, Alabama, the Jacksonville Jaguars, the Washington 
Football team, the Las Vegas Raiders, and the Caroline Panthers.  

‘17 Zac Wiese graduated from the Air Force Academy and was given his first choice of job assignments, as a pilot.  
Congratulations Zac! 

’16 Sydney Hupp received her white coat as a student in the 
Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing program at 
UNMC in Omaha.  

 

A few of our alumni classes gathered in smaller groups over 
the summer.  The Class of ‘95 celebrated their 25th reunion 
the last weekend of June.  



We appreciate the generous year-round support from our alumni and friends of St. Mary’s.  Without that, we 
simply could not and would not be able to exist. The tuition we charge for St. Mary’s is only a portion of what it 
actually costs to educate a child at our school so we do rely on others to keep things moving forward. Here are 
some options as to how you can give back! 

• 12 x 12— This program is a monthly recurring donation, automatically taken from your account.  We suggest $12/month 
(hence the 12 x 12) but you can give whatever you’d wish. This account is a big help to us, as it is non-designated money 
we can use as needed. You can sign up online at stpatoneill.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities/12x12  

• Gifts to St. Mary’s or St. Patrick’s Foundation are placed in an account where we only withdraw a percentage of the 
interest twice a year.  

• We are always happy to receive gifts for scholarships/grants to offset our students’ tuitions each year. As our 
scholarship awards will be on May 19th this year, we would like to receive those by May 7th.   

• Many of our teachers have ‘wish lists’ that you can give to, with specific amounts listed for items they are ‘wishing’ for. 
You can contact the Parish Office for more information on specific items.  

• As with anything, there are always specific projects that may require some added expenses. Some of our current 
projects include 1)HVAC system at St. Mary’s, 2)repairs & restorations at St. Patrick’s church, 3)Operation Tribute 
memorial plaque(s) for our SMH veterans.  

Your gifts make a difference, just as someone else’s generosity made a difference to you. You can send in a check, or even 
give online at stmarysoneill.org/support. If you would like to send it in, please return the form below to the Parish Office 
with your donation.  

We also have options for you to give St. Mary’s shares of your stock, or plan for future giving with your will or living trust, 
life insurance policies, or a charitable trust.   Give me a call or drop me an email & we can talk about options! Thank you for 
all you do! 

Jennifer Wallwey 
Director of Stewardship & Development 
402-336-1602, jmwallwey@archomaha.org 
************************************************************************************************************************* 
 

Name _______________________________________Maiden Name_______________________ 

Graduation Year:_____ Phone Number:_____________Email :______________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________City, State, Zip:__________________________ 

□ I’d like to donate to St. Mary’s! Just a reminder—all gifts are tax deductible! 

 O   I would like to donate  $____ towards undesignated expenses at St. Mary’s. 

 O  I would like to donate $ ____ towards St. Mary’s Foundation. 

 O  I would like to donate $ ____ towards St. Patrick’s Foundation. 

 O  I would like to donate $_____ towards scholarships (merit-based) for students.  

 O  I would like to donate $_____ towards grants (need-based) for students.  

 O  I would like to donate $ _____  towards the following wish list item: ___________________ 

 O  I would like to donate $_____ towards the following project(s):  

        O HVAC System for school   O St. Patrick’s repair/restoration    O Operation Tribute 

 O  I would be interested in setting up a recurring donation.  Please contact me.  

Given in honor of :__________________________________________________ 

Given in memory of: _________________________________________________ 

Please return form to:      Jennifer Wallwey, Director of Development 
                301 E Adams, O’Neill, NE 68763 


