2nd SUNDAY OF LENT - MARCH 17, 2019

SAINT AGATHA
202 W Washington Avenue ● Howard, SD 57349
Bookkeeper - Nancy Feldhaus
Phone: (605) 772-4543 Fax: (605) 772-5179
Email: stagatha@alliancecom.net
P.O. Box 100 Howard, SD 57349-0100

CHURCH of the
EPIPHANY
106 Jackson Street ● Epiphany, SD
P.O. Box 100 Howard, SD 57349-0100

SAINT WILLIAM
120 W 3rd Street ● Ramona, SD
P.O. Box 100 Howard, SD 57349-0100
MASS TIMES
Saturday: 5:00pm Ramona
Sunday: 9:00am Howard
11:00am Epiphany
Daily Mass: See Inside
Holy Day Mass times: TBA

CONFESSIONS
Saturday
2:00-3:00pm Howard
Before Mass in Epiphany.
Before Mass in Ramona.
Also, by appointment.

Fr. Chester Murtha Office – (605) 772-5564
Cell - (605) 940-1034
Send bulletin information to Nancy Erickson
nrerickson2000@yahoo.com or 605-770-5944
Bulletin Deadline: Tuesday at 3pm

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
Our minds are often preoccupied with the things of this
world, and we forget about the things of heaven. We live
our lives as if what we see before us is all there is and almost place the truth of eternity on hold until it is absolutely
necessary to confront it. We fail to see the connection between earth and heaven and to see the road of transformation we are all called to travel. When Jesus was transfigured before his disciples, they saw the truth of who he was.
Earth and heaven were wed that day, just as they will one
day come together for us. God desires to transfigure us as
well, changing our earthly body into our heavenly one. We
miss our true destiny if we don't factor this into the choices
we make and the paths we choose to walk.
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Cemetery Quesons?
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Announcements

Fr. Murtha’s Musings:

Our Catholic faith is a gift from God. As people of the Diocese of Eastern SD, we are united in faith. We are people
who hope and pray and help each other on our journey of
faith. Gifts given to the Catholic Family Sharing Appeal are
given out of love of God and love of one another. Our goal
is 100% participation and we still need to hear from some
of you, so please fill out your pledge card and return it as
soon as possible. Thank you for your stewardship!
Catholic Family Sharing Appeal 2019
St. Agatha Parish-$19,000.00
Church of Epiphany-$13,000.00
St. Williams-$10,300.00

One of the things I like to do in the season of Lent is to provide a brief “tutorial”
on sin and on indulgences. I do this because I believe many have lost the sense
of the seriousness of sin, due in part to
neglecting to keep in mind God is both
merciful and just. And it is just for God to punish the sinner. So here we go. (By the way, I’m drawing my
thoughts [mostly verbatim] from a work put out by the
Leaflet Missal Company called Outlines of the Catholic
Faith.)
Sin is either mortal or venial. Mortal sin deprives us of
communion with God and makes us incapable of eternal
life. This is called the eternal punishment due to sin. Furthermore, every sin, even venial sin, includes a disordered
attachment to the creatures and the things of this world.
This attachment must be purified either here on earth or
after death in Purgatory. This is called the temporal punishment due to sin.
In the sacrament of Penance, the sin and the eternal
punishment due to sin is removed. [One may say the guilt
is removed through the mercy of God.] But the temporal
punishment remains [which reflects upon the justice of
God]. The temporal punishment due to sin can be removed
through acts of prayer, penance, and works of charity.
[You see how we Catholics take the bible at its word –
good works do count for something with regards to attaining entry into heaven (see Matthew 25:31-46, the parable
of the separation of sheep and goats). Catholics are Faith
and Works believers. But I digress.]
The Catholic Church teaches that everyone who shares
in the life of God’s grace is united with Christ and with one
another in the communion of saints. It teaches the communion of saints has a treasury, a storehouse, of spiritual
goods built up from the life of Christ, the Blessed Virgin
Mary, and the saints. Through the intervention and authority of the Church, individual Christians can draw from this
treasury to obtain from God the Father remission of temporal punishment. And this treasury will never run dry
because of the infinite value of Christ’s sacrifice on our
behalf. The drawing forth from this treasury is termed an
indulgence and is obtained by doing certain acts in an intentional manner. Some examples of “indulgenced” works
are: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for at least one
half hour; devout reading of Sacred Scripture for at least
one half hour; the pious exercise of the Stations of the
Cross; the recitation of the rosary in a church or in the family; and many more. By the way, an indulgence can be
applied for oneself or for a soul in Purgatory.
This information can be found in the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, paragraphs 1471-1479. If you don’t own
a Catechism consider buying one at The Mustard Seed, the
Catholic goods store to the west of Cosco in Sioux Falls.
And may you have a blessed week!

Visit parishesonline.com to view a copy of the Bulletin

Want to deepen your Lenten experience?
Read Peter Kree ’s The Journey and join Dr. Chris
Burgwald for a day of discussion and prayer at Broom Tree
Sat., March 30th. Register at www.sfcatholic.org/wow.
It’s Great to Be You, is an evening for Mothers &
Daughters and Fathers & Sons, in separate sessions, to
learn 5th-6th grade age-appropriate information about
sexuality, human development, & chastity formation.
Holy Spirit Parish in Sioux Falls will be hosting Thurs. ,
March 28 at 6:15 PM
To register visit www.sfcatholic.org/familylife or call
605-988-3755.

KC Fish Fry’s– March 29 and April 12
Serving fro 5:00-7:00pm
Menu will be Fish, Au gratin potatoes, coleslaw,
Mac & Cheese and Ice Cream. Free will offering.
St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Daughters are hosting a Lenten
Retreat - Agony in the Garden.
The date is March 30th , at St Thomas Church in Madison, from 9 am till 1 pm.
Fee is $10.00.
All are welcome to attend.
A light breakfast and soup luncheon will be served. Deadline
to register is March 25th, please contact Vickie Walter at
vickieandtim@hotmail.com to register.
St. Thomas School Pork Loin Dinner & Live Auction – Join us on
Sunday, March 24 in the school gym for a delicious meal
served from 11 AM – 1 PM. Enjoy pork loin, mashed potatoes,
green beans, dinner roll and dessert. Adults $8; Children 5 –
12 $6. The live auction, hosted by Chuck Sutton, begins at
noon with homemade items, purchased items, services, etc.

Early Bulletin Submission– All bulletin information
for the weekend of March 23 & 24 must be submitted on Sunday, March 17 by 3pm. Thank you!
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Ministry Schedule March 23 & 24
5:00pm—Ramona
Lector: Donna Rensch
EM: Brenda Lembcke
Server: Brian Sechser
Offertory: Larry & Peggy Casanova
Usher: Bryan Jaton & Doug Riedel

Living Stations at St. Agatha Church by the
High School Youth; 7:00pm on April 17

9:00am—Howard
Lector: Connie Ruml & Emily Martian
EM: Deb Eggert & Dave Miller
Servers: Elizabeth, Natalie & Gabriel Martian
Greeters/Off./Bulletins: K. & A. Schwader Family
Rosary: Emily Martian & 8th Grade Class
Music: Kay Genzlinger
11:00am-Epiphany
Lector: Jerry Kampshoff
EM: Leanne Eich
Servers: Jaxon Kampshoff & Kristina Kaufmann
Offertory: Orville Barringer Family
Usher: Dave, Mike & Tom Gassman, Ted Gosmire
Rosary: Elta Zens
Music: Pat Koepsell & Kathy Wingen

March 18-24 Mass Intentions
Mon. 3/18 No Mass
Tues. 3/19 5:30pm H dPaul Aird
Wed. 3/20 10am HNH Martin F Connor
Thurs. 3/21 8am H dLeon Calmus
6pm E For Church Leaders
Fri. 3/22 10am WW For the Health of Residents
Sat. 3/23 5:00pm R For Parishioners
Sun. 3/24 9:00am H dMartin Esser
11:00am E For the Health &
Safety of the Koepsell Family
Weekend Support for
March 9 & 10
5:00pm Ramona
Reg:
$180.00
Loose: $26.00
Total: $206.00
9:00am Howard
Reg:
$2,025
Loose: $38.00
Total: $2,063
11:00am Epiphany
Reg:
$218.00
Loose: $94.00
Total: $312.00

CFSA
Total:
$1,975
CFSA
Total:
$10,280
CFSA
Total:

$6,795

“I am the Lord who brought
you from Ur of the Chaldeans
to give you this land as a
possession.” (Genesis 15:7)
Just as the Lord gave Abraham, Moses and the Israelites a land to possess, He has also given each of us a
home. Whether your home is grand or
humble, it is a gift from God. Abraham
prepared a great sacrifice to the Lord
in gratitude for the home God gave
him. How do you show your gratitude
to God for the home He has given
you? Do you make a sacrifice of any
kind? Do you return any of your finances to God, investing equally in
your eternal home just as you invest in
your earthly home?
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