EASTER SUNDAY - APRIL 21, 2019

SAINT AGATHA
202 W Washington Avenue Ɣ Howard, SD 57349
Bookkeeper - Nancy Feldhaus
Phone: (605) 772-4543 Fax: (605) 772-5179
Email: stagatha@alliancecom.net
P.O. Box 100 Howard, SD 57349-0100

CHURCH of the
EPIPHANY
106 Jackson Street Ɣ Epiphany, SD
P.O. Box 100 Howard, SD 57349-0100

SAINT WILLIAM
120 W 3rd Street Ɣ Ramona, SD
P.O. Box 100 Howard, SD 57349-0100
MASS TIMES
Saturday: 5:00pm Ramona
Sunday: 8:30am Epiphany
10:30am Howard
Daily Mass: See Inside
Holy Day Mass times: TBA

CONFESSIONS
Saturday
2:00-3:00pm Howard
Before Mass in Epiphany.
Before Mass in Ramona.
Also, by appointment.

Fr. Chester Murtha Office – (605) 772-5564
Cell - (605) 940-1034
Send bulletin information to Nancy Erickson
nrerickson2000@yahoo.com or 605-770-5944
Bulletin Deadline: Tuesday at 3pm

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
Alleluia! Christ is risen! We are called, by how we live our lives,
to celebrate the risen Christ. How do we do that? Our faith in the
resurrection gathers us here today to celebrate this incredible
event. The good news is that the doors of eternity are open! We
can now understand that the fullness of who we are will be discovered when we one day meet God face-to-face in heaven. Our
faith in the truth of who God is and who we are affects how we
live our lives and the decisions we make. We are called to love
our neighbor...to love those who hurt us...to work on behalf of the
poor and the weak...to be people of justice, integrity, and hope...
to practice compassion and mercy above anything else. Our
lives are meant to be oriented around the axis of the Gospel.
Are they?
SACRAMENTS
Engaged? 
Call at least six months before the wedding date regarding
marriage instrucons. 

New parents or expecng?
Call for preͲbapsm class and to schedule a bapsm.

Going in for surgery or for a procedure?
Call so I can give you the Sacrament of the Sick. 

Cemetery Quesons?
In Howard, contact Tim or Karla Neises at 772Ͳ4832. 
In Epiphany contact Joe Zens at 523Ͳ2644. 
In Ramona contact Tammy Lembcke at 482Ͳ8652.

Announcements

Fr. Murtha’s Musings:
Today I’d like to share with you some
comments regarding the Easter Season
from the ORDO, a publication used especially by priests to guide us in the
proper texts to be used in the liturgies of
the Church. Perhaps the comments can
be of benefit to us all for the days ahead. So here we go!
“The fifty days from the Sunday of the Resurrection
to Pentecost Sunday are celebrated in joy and exultation
as one feast day, indeed as one “great Sunday” (St. Athanasius). These are the days above all others in which
the A lleluia is sung” (Universal Norms, 22). [Alleluia =
Praise God; Praise the Lord]
The [eight] days of the Easter octave form the “early
hours” of this “great Sunday,” with accounts of the Lord
who rose early in the morning, and the early preaching
of the disciples who were witnesses to his resurrection.
The first eight days of the Easter season make up the
octave of Easter and are celebrated as Solemnities of the
Lord. At Mass throughout the octave, a double alleluia
is added to the dismissal and its response. The sequence, V ictimae paschali [= to the Pascal Victim], obligatory at Mass on Easter Sunday, is optional on the
other days of the octave.
The paschal candle, a symbol of the presence of the
risen Christ among the people of God, remains in the
sanctuary near the altar or ambo to Pentecost Sunday. 

Many thanks to the kind person who left a bouquet
of flowers on the organ for us. Such a sweet gesture! -The Church of Epiphany musicians
Special Prayer for Divine Mercy Sunday:
On Sunday, April 28 at 3:00 pm a Eucharistic Holy Hour of adoration will be offered at St. Agatha
Church. This is offered in keeping with the establishment in 2002 by Church authorities of a plenary indulgence for prayers this day honoring God
for His infinite mercy toward repentant sinners.



Welcome to St Agatha Leona Rose Kramer.
Leona was baptized this past week at St Agatha.
Congratulations to her family!
Discipleship Camp: Junior High and High School youth
are invited to explore their faith at DCamp 2019! The
2019 camp dates are June 2427 (High School Session 1),
July 710 (High School Session 2), and July 1114 (Junior
High Session). There will be talks about growing in faith,
epic allcamp Olympic games and competitions, the chance
to go to Mass, Confession and Adoration, and time to bond
with new friends! 
Register online: www.sfcatholic.org/youth/. 



On another note, the Sunday following Easter
Sunday was recently designated Divine Mercy Sunday.
And here’s some info about that from the USCCB:

*St. Agatha Second grade class will have First Holy
Communion on Sunday, May 5th.



Divine Mercy Sunday: St. Faustina’s Diary records 14 occasions when Jesus requested that a Feast of Mercy (Divine Mercy
Sunday) be observed, for example:

*St. Agatha CCD– The last day of classes for Grades 1-6 will be
Wed. May 1st. Kindergarten classes will end on Sunday, April
28. Grades 7-11 completed their school year on Wed. April 17.



My daughter, tell the whole world about My inconceivable mercy.
I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all
souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that day the very
depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of
graces upon those souls who approach the Fount of My mercy.
The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion
shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment. … Let
no soul fear to draw near to Me. … It is My desire that it be solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. Mankind will
not have peace until it turns to the Fount of My Mercy.(Diary, no.
699)


On May 5, 2000, five days after the canonization of St. Faustina, the Vatican decreed that the Second Sunday of Easter
would henceforth be known as Divine Mercy Sunday.


The Chaplet of Divine Mercy: The Chaplet was also given to
St. Faustina with this promise: “Encourage souls to say the chaplet which I have given you” (Diary, no. 1541). “Whoever will recite
it will receive great mercy at the hour of death. … Even if there
were a sinner most hardened, if he were to recite this chaplet only
once, he would receive grace from My infinite mercy. I desire that
the whole world know My infinite mercy” (Diary, no. 687).



A special plenary indulgence was also established for
Divine Mercy Sunday; see bulletin blurb.
Visit parishesonline.com to
view a copy of the Bulletin
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Easter Prayer of Thanksgiving
Good and gracious heavenly Father,
we come before you on this Easter Sunday
with full and grateful hearts for the gift of
the Paschal Mystery that you showed us
in the life, death, and resurrection of your Son,
our brother by adoption, Jesus Christ.
Bless us and all those who profess belief in your saving love.
Bless also those who have yet to profess belief in you.
You are God for all.
We ask all this in Christ's name.
Amen.

Earth Day and "Laudato Si"
Stewardship is an ethic that embodies the responsible planning and management of resources. The concepts of stewardship can be
applied to the environment and nature, economics, health, property, information, theology,
indeed, all aspects of life. Responsible planning
and management of resources. That is what we
are called to do with the environment. Not only the natural environment,
but also the man-made environment in which we live. Pope Francis has
made a compelling statement on the environment by saying that we are
truly the masters of the environment and that we are called by God to
protect it, not only for ourselves but also for those who live on the fringes
of the community, those who have no voice.
In paragraph 13 of his encyclical, "Laudato Si," the pope says:
"The urgent challenge to protect our common home includes a concern
to bring the whole human family together to seek a sustainable and
integral development, for we know that things can change. The Creator
does not abandon us; he never forsakes his loving plan or repents of
having created us. Humanity still has the ability to work together in building our common home. Here I want to recognize, encourage, and thank
all those striving in countless ways to guarantee the protection of the
home which we share. Particular appreciation is owed to those who
tirelessly seek to resolve the tragic effects of environmental degradation
on the lives of the world's poorest. Young people demand change. They
wonder how anyone can claim to be building a better future without
thinking of the environmental crisis and the sufferings of the excluded."
So as we move toward implementing the pope's vision of care for our
common environmental heritage, let us keep each other in prayer as we
protect and steward our mother earth.

Ministry Schedule April 27 & 28
5:00pm—Ramona
Lector: Sue Pederson
EM: Brenda Lembcke
Server: Brian Sechser
Offertory: Carol Fischer & Nancy Norman
Usher: Jared Riedel & Bryan Jaton
8:30am-Epiphany
Lector: Ben Endorf
EM: Kathy Wingen
Servers: Chloe Schmitt & Carter Endorf
Offertory: Loren Eich Family
Usher: Dave, Mike & Tom Gassman, Ted Gosmire
Rosary: Ken & Jean Klinkhammer
Music: Ronda Zens & Rene’ Koepsell
10:30am—Howard
Lector: Pat Winker & John Reisch
EM: Jill Calmus & Lisa Walter
Servers: Briar Feldhaus, Lee & Alyssa Hoffman
Greeters/Off./Bulletins: W. & N. Erickson Family
Rosary: Charlotte Spader
Music: Josie Erickson & Carrie Mentele

April 22-28 Mass Intentions
Mon. 4/22 No Mass
Tues. 4/23 5:30pm H dShirley Beers
Wed. 4/24 10am HNH dArdell Donahue
Thurs. 4/25 8am H dLeon Calmus
10am E dMarlys Krempges
Fri. 4/26
10am WW dMarian Lauer
Sat. 4/27
5:00pm R For Parishioners
Sun. 4/28
8:30am E dMartin Esser
10:30am H dJoe Feldhaus
Weekend Support for “He went about doing
good and healing all
April 13 & 14
those oppressed by

5:00pm Ramona
Reg:
Loose:
No Mass
Total:
8:30am Epiphany
Reg:
$390.00
Loose: $80.00
Total: $470.00
10:30am Howard
Reg:
$2,920.00
Loose: $126.00
Total: $3,046.00

the devil, for God was
with him.” (Acts 10:38) 
On this Easter Sunday,
open your hearts to receive God’s love, mercy
and forgiveness. God is
love and we are made in
His image and likeness.
Let our lives reflect His
light to others. Pray for
guidance on how to live
your life and give thanks
for all that He has given
you. 
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