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SACRAMENTS 
Engaged?  
Call at least six months before the wedding date regarding 
marriage instructions.  
 
New parents or expecting?   
Call for pre-baptism class and to schedule a baptism. 
 
Going in for surgery or for a procedure?  
Call so I can give you the Sacrament of the Sick.     
 
Cemetery Questions?  
In Howard, contact Tim or Karla Neises at   772-4832.   
In Epiphany contact Joe Zens at  523-2644.   
In Ramona contact Tammy Lembcke at 482-8652.  

202 W Washington Avenue ● Howard, SD 57349 
Bookkeeper - Nancy Feldhaus 

Phone: (605) 772-4543    Fax: (605) 772-5179 
Email: stagatha@alliancecom.net 

P.O. Box 100 Howard, SD 57349-0100 
 

106 Jackson Street ● Epiphany, SD  
P.O. Box 100 Howard, SD 57349-0100 

120 W 3rd Street ● Ramona, SD 
P.O. Box 100 Howard, SD 57349-0100 

MASS TIMES 
 

Saturday: 5:00pm Ramona 
Sunday:   8:30am Epiphany 
               10:30am Howard 
Daily Mass:  See Inside 
Holy Day Mass times: TBA 

CONFESSIONS 
 

Saturday 
2:00-3:00pm  Howard 
Before Mass in Epiphany. 
Before Mass in Ramona. 
Also, by appointment. 

   LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
There is something very sacred about silence. Silence con-

nects us. It is where the heartbeat of all of creation — and its 

life blood and source — are embraced and where oneness is 

experienced. When in the presence of an environment that 

is silent, the worries, tribulations, struggles, and challenges 

of life seem to fade away, and we can experience a peaceful 

whisper. We can call that whisper God. Through the practice 

of contemplative prayer, we can find our way to that inner 

place of silence even in the midst of great distraction, busy-

ness, and noise. The silence becomes one with us and 

grounds us. When we become friends with silence, friends 

with God, we can hear the gentle whisper of God’s voice say-

ing, “Come, stay here. Trust me and you will not fall.” ©LPi 
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 Fr. Murtha’s Musings: 
I take to writing my musings for August 9 
on July 30 because our wonderful bulle-
tin coordinator (Nancy Erickson) has 
plans to be occupied in other ways for a 
time.  Then as I go about writing my 
musings the Church has been using 

texts from the Book of Jeremiah.  Jeremiah was born 
circa 650 B.C and died in 570 B.C.  He was called to 
be a prophet for the Lord from about 626 B.C. until 
about 587 B.C.  The role of a prophet from the biblical 
perspective was not to foretell future events.  Rather, 
according to a commentary in my bible the role of a 
biblical prophet was to communicate to the people of 
the day what the prophet “received from God through 
visions, dreams, and ecstasies,” which were then 
“transmitted to the people through sermons, writings 
and symbolic actions.” 
     Jeremiah’s messages, like many of the OT proph-
ets, were about the infidelity of God’s people to the 
covenant God had made with them.  Idolatry, corrup-
tion and disobedience to God’s commands were 
among the things Jeremiah asserted as the crimes 
God saw in the people.  Due to these crimes, Jeremi-
ah warns of evils God will unleash upon the people 
including exiling the people from the Promised Land.  
But the leaders and the people do not repent.  Howev-
er, Jeremiah does prophesy that in days to come the 
Lord will change the hearts of the people and the Lord 
will bring the people back from exile. 
     This pattern of turning away from God; the people 
suffer evil as a result of their turning from God (often 
by exile but also by enduring corruption and oppres-
sion by those in power); the people’s hearts are turned 
back to God and God restores the people to the land 
God had given them is a pattern that repeats itself reg-
ularly in the Old Testament.  Unfortunately, and gener-
ally speaking, the conversion back to God takes dec-
ades upon decades to come about. 
      The words of sacred scripture and the lessons to 
be gleaned from them are relevant for all times and 
peoples.  Does it not seem to you that events taking 
place in our day and time could again be the result of 
what happens when a nation turns away from the 
truths and commands God has given us?   Just in 
case some people need some help to see where we 
have gone astray let me point to the 60’s and its “free 
love” sentiment (There’s nothing wrong with having 
sex outside of marriage.)  In the 70’s our judicial sys-
tem accepted the untruth that women have the “right” 
to take the life of an unborn infant (It’s my body to do 
with as I will!).  In following decades some states have 
allowed physician assisted suicide and same sex mar-
riage; gender dysphoria (confusion?) is unfolding (I 
decide for myself what gender I am or I make up a cat-
egory to identify my gender as I wish); and I could go 
on and on.  “I”, “I”, “I”, “I” decide; not what God has 
made me or what God has set out for us to follow.  But 
the good news is that all can be turned around by the 
grace and power of God!  And you and I acting on faith 
can be a part of it!  God bless you! 

St. Agatha religious education program:   On July 16, I 
voiced some of my concerns for the upcoming year for 
religious education for parishes in the diocese to the 
bishop in an e-mail.  At that time I think schools were 
still in the process of determining whether they would 
open in August or what things might be like if they did 
open.  I didn’t ask the bishop directly if he expected 
parishes to begin our religious education classes in the 
fall as we ordinarily would but I did ask about some op-
tions outside of classroom gatherings, especially since I 
believe he is still reluctant to open up parish facilities 
to adult social gatherings.  He thanked me for express-
ing my concerns.  I have yet to follow up with him about 
my concerns.  In the meantime I know we will not begin 
religious education classes until after Labor Day.  I am 
also “in the market” for a DRE, director of religious ed-
ucation for St. Agatha parish and some elementary 
teachers.  Call me at the rectory office if you could 
help out: 772-5564.  
 
There will be an Open House Bridal Shower for Michaela 

Jacobsen on Sunday, August 16th at 2:00pm at the Epiph-

any Church Hall.  All are welcome!  Masks will be available.   

Michaela will become the bride of Tanner Carda, a Septem-

ber 26th wedding is planned.  The couple is registered at 

Menards, Amazon and Walmart. 

 

Diocesan Charity Events in August:  Two events of special inter-

est are: 1) The 26
th

 annual “Bishop’s Cup” benefitting Broom 

Tree and Conference Center is scheduled for Monday, August 
24; 2) “Taste the Goodness” benefitting the Bishop Dudley Hos-
pitality House on Saturday, August 29.  More information is 
found at the diocesan website: www.ccfesd.org. 

Announcements 
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Visit parishesonline.com to view a copy of the Bulletin 

Ministry Schedule– August 15 & 16 
5:00pm—Ramona 
Lector:  Nancy Rensch 
EM:  Donna Rensch 
Server:  Volunteer 
Offertory:  Craig & Brenda Lembcke 
Usher:  Doug Riedel & Jim Rensch 
 
8:30am-Epiphany 
Lector:  Jerry Kampshoff 
EM:  Kelly Endorf 
Servers:   
Offertory:  
Usher:  
Rosary: Kathy Wingen 
Music:  Pat Koepsell & Kathy Wingen 
 
10:30am—Howard 
Lector:  Ben & Abby Connor 
EM:  Kim Eggert & Larry Kieffer 
Servers:  
Greeters/Off./Bulletins:   
Rosary: Charlotte Spader 
Music:  Kay Genzlinger & Carrie Mentele 

Mass Intentions for August 10-16 
Mon. 8/10         No Mass 
Tues. 8/11         5:30pm H dGeorge & Hilda Calmus        
Wed. 8/12         10am H dJerry Feldhaus 
Thurs. 8/13       8am H dRon Wolf 
                10am E dRon Endorf 
 Fri. 8/14           10am H dMarcy Hinker 
Sat. 8/15            5:00pm R Special Intention 
Sun. 8/16           8:30am E For Parishioners 
                10:30am H dJoan Spader 

Weekend Support for  
August 1 & 2 

5:00pm Ramona                 
Reg:      No    
Loose:   Totals                         
Total:    Available   
 
8:30am Epiphany 
Reg:      No 
Loose:   Totals  
Total:    Available 
 
10:30am Howard          
Reg:      No                      
Loose:   Totals 
Total:   Available 

Being Human is to Doubt 
Humans doubt. It’s what we do. We doubt ourselves and 
we doubt others.  Before any of us say anything about Pe-
ter’s doubting the words of Jesus that told him he could get 
out of his boat and walk on water, we need to get real with 
ourselves: How would I respond in the same situation? I 
remember when I was child taking swimming lessons. One 
day I simply tightened up my muscles and sank. The life-
guard pulled me up and asked what happened. I said I did 
not know. The truth is that I was sinking under the weight 
of my own doubt. I did not believe I could do what clearly, 
I was told I could. That was only in five feet of water in a 
pool! Now that I’m older, I can look back and laugh. But an 
adult, the swimming pool is life, and I would be lying if I 
said that there are no longer times I find myself sinking 
due to new doubts. 
Much of our doubt comes about because of a lack of trust 
in God. We place our trust in material things, wealth, or 
imperfect people instead of the One who is worthy of our 
trust 100 percent of the time. Our stewardship is often 
hampered by our doubt that God will provide all that we 
need. If I give more, I may not have enough to survive! 
When we place all our trust in God, not only do we find 
that we have been given all we need – our doubt that cause 
us to sink in the pool of life fades away. We don’t suddenly 
become perfect in our trust, and there will be times when 
we find ourselves with concerns again. 
However, it is in those moments we 
find that He is still there, speaking the 
words we need to hear: “Take courage, 
it is I; do not be afraid.” 
  – Tracy Earl Welliver     ©LPi  
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Miner Insurance Agency
Curt Neises

Commercial • Farm • Home • Auto • Contractors •Annuities • IRAs 
Disability •Life • Long-Term Care • Estate Planning • Business Planning

605.772.4785 
123 S Main St. • Howard, SD 57349

Securities offered through Parkland Securities, LLC. Member FINRA/SIPC  
Miner Insurance Agency is independent of Parkland Securities LLC.

Since 1986 
HOWARD AUTO CLINIC, INC. 

(605) 772-5308 
Howard, SD 

For All Your Automotive Needs

Upholding the highest ethical and professional standards since 1939.

Stop by or call us at 256-0871

Pray for the Unborn. Pray for Vocations.

Drainage Contractors
GPS Operated Hoes Drainage Equipment

MARTIN STOFFERAN
240 N. West St. • Canton, S.D. 57013

Call for Estimates  1-605-764-8189 or Cell: 1-712-540-1262
Specialists in Farm Ground Work & Cable Construction | Now we also do excavator work.

     Physical Therapists: Wes Mentele, PT 
 Carrie Mentele, PT • Tarkenton Kingsbury, PT 

Specializing in back pain, neck pain & joint/muscle pain
Call 772-2131

We provide care hourly, overnight, or 24/7.
Companionship. Light Housekeeping. 

Meals. Medication Reminders. Personal 
Care. Alzheimer’s/Dementia Care.

200 E. 5th Ave. Suite 3 
Mitchell, SD 57301 

Mitchell: 605-996-0503 
Toll Free: 888-252-2620 
www.homeinstead.com/425 

Serving clients in Mitchell, Huron, and all surrounding areas.

Christiansen 
 COMPLETE WATER

Call Kurt or Tami • 605-256-4747
302 S Egan Ave • Madison
Serving the Howard Area!

Borgers Personal 
Insurance Agency

Farm • Home • Auto • Commercial • Life
Lynn Borgers, Agent/Owner 

503 N Miner St • PO Box 981 
Howard, SD • Office/Fax 605-772-2089

Contact Mike Metivier • mmetivier@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6632

Helping You Hear Better!
• Complimentary Hearing Evaluations 

• Hearing Aid Selections/Fittings/Services

Easy Access off 
I-90 and HWY 38

www.paulashearing.com
1200 S. Burr St, Suite A. • Mitchell, SD

Mary Henkel, Miranda Bender
Howard, SD • 772-4448

SALEM BODY SHOP
Certified Collision Repair

Glass Repair & Replacement

580 N. Green St. • Salem
425-2166

Farm • Home • Auto
605-854-3337

KLINK’S MOTEL
Hwy 34 - Howard, SD

605-772-4531
Clean Rooms - Reasonably Priced

Jim & Kim Klinkhammer
Parishioners

Your local Catholic 
Radio Station

KSTJ 91.3 FM
Listen online 

www.lambradio.com
or download our app

To learn more, call (605) 772-4481 YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 
PHARMACY

SALEM COMMUNITY DRUG 
425-2827 OR 800-286-2826 

300 N MAIN - SALEM, SD 57058 

BE WELL AND WELL INFORMED
M-F 8:30-6:00 | SAT 8:30-NOON


