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SACRAMENTS 
Engaged?  
Call at least six months before the wedding date regarding 
marriage instructions.  
 
New parents or expecting?   
Call for pre-baptism class and to schedule a baptism. 
 
Going in for surgery or for a procedure?  
Call so I can give you the Sacrament of the Sick.     
 
Cemetery Questions?  
In Howard, contact Tim or Karla Neises at   772-4832.   
In Epiphany contact Joe Zens at  523-2644.   
In Ramona contact Tammy Lembcke at 482-8652.  

202 W Washington Avenue ● Howard, SD 57349 
Bookkeeper - Nancy Feldhaus 

Phone: (605) 772-4543    Fax: (605) 772-5179 
Email: stagatha@alliancecom.net 

P.O. Box 100 Howard, SD 57349-0100 
 

106 Jackson Street ● Epiphany, SD  
P.O. Box 100 Howard, SD 57349-0100 

120 W 3rd Street ● Ramona, SD 
P.O. Box 100 Howard, SD 57349-0100 

MASS TIMES 
 

Saturday: 5:00pm Ramona 
Sunday:   8:30am Epiphany 
               10:30am Howard 
Daily Mass:  See Inside 
Holy Day Mass times: TBA 

CONFESSIONS 
 

Saturday 
2:00-3:00pm  Howard 
Before Mass in Epiphany. 
Before Mass in Ramona. 
Also, by appointment. 

   LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
Think for a moment about the most special person in your life. Why 
do you love them? Many people will answer that question noting 
character traits they admire about the person, pointing to an inde-
scribable compatibility that exists and describing a deep sense of 
connection and intimacy or even a sense of rightness about the 
relationship. In relationships that are authentic and true, rarely are 
the personal benefits gained from the relationship noted as motivat-
ing factors for its pursuit. If we truly love someone we do so simply 
because it is right and good to do so and not for some other self-
serving reason. Why do you love God? The sense of happiness and 
the gift of mercy that come from that relationship are God’s to give, 
regardless of when in life we come to Him.  
God’s ways are different than ours.  ©LPi 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time– September 20, 2020 



2 

Fr. Murtha’s Musings: 
As you should know by now, I did my theologi-
cal studies for the ministerial priesthood in 
Rome.  One of the expectations/requirements at 
the time was that prior to ordination, the person 
in formation needed to do a five day retreat.  I 
decided to do a private retreat in the town of San 

Giovanni Rotondo in southeastern Italy.  I chose that site because 
it is where Padre Pio lived most of his life in the Capuchin monas-
tery there.  I wanted to visit his tomb and pray there asking Padre 
Pio to intercede for me for my priesthood.  If you don’t know 
much about Padre Pio I will share with you some facts about his 
life.  By the way, I’m doing this now because his feast day is Sep-
tember 23.  These following facts come from a site on the inter-
net. 
 
-  Padre Pio was religious from a very young age.  Born Fran-
cesco Forgione, Padre Pio was part of a very religious family who 
attended daily Mass, prayed the rosary nightly and told stories of 
the Bible to the children.  At the age of 5, Padre Pio consecrated 
himself to Jesus.  When he turned 10 his family investigated how 
he could become a Capuchin friar.  At the age of 15, he entered 
the Capuchin novitiate where he was given the religious name Pio 
(Pious, in English, in honor of Pope Pious I, whose relic is pre-
served in the Santa Anna Chapel in Pietrelcina, Padre Pio’s home 
town). 
- Padre Pio saw and spoke with Jesus, Mary, and his guardian 
angel as a young boy.  According to PadrePioDevotions.org, 
“In his simplicity, Francesco assumed everyone had the same 
experiences.” 
- Padre Pio was known to have the stigmata.  On September  
20, 1918, Padre Pio received the stigmata while praying in a 
church.  They remained visible on his body for the rest of his life 
[I read elsewhere they dissipated and disappeared a short time 
after his death].  By the way his bodily remains are incorrupt. 
- Padre Pio’s stigmata wounds had a distinct aroma.  The 
blood that came from Padre Pio’s wounds is said to have smelled 
like flowers or perfume, a trait referred to as the “odor of sancti-
ty” that has also been exhibited by other saints who manifested 
the stigmata markings. 
- Padre Pio had the gift of bilocation. There are many eyewit-
ness accounts that claim Padre Pio was able to be in multiple 
places at once.  Some come from his fellow friars who are said to 
have seen him in prayer outside when they knew he was still in 
his room.  Others come from those who are said to have seen him 
on different continents the world over.  Perhaps the most famous 
claim is that he appeared in the sky over San Giovanni Rotondo, 
Italy, during World War II. 
 
You can find out much more about his life on the internet, such: 
his Masses often lasted hours because he would get caught up in 
ecstasy while praying the Mass and because his movements were 
slowed because of the pain of the stigmata; his great devotion to 
Mary and praying the rosary; he was able to “read souls” in the 
confessional (sometimes chastising and probing those who tried 
to hide sins they knew but tried to avoid speaking); he spent many 
hours in the confessional as people came to him once his reputa-
tion spread, “until the average waiting time was ten days”; he 
experienced spiritual and even physical attacks by the devil; he 
founded a medical hospital at San Giovanni Rotondo whose doors 
opened on May 5, 1956 named the “Home for the Relief of Suf-
fering” (Padre Pio suffered poor health from his childhood); he 
had a strong relationship with his guardian angel and would send 
his angel on “errands”.  Padre Pio died on September 23, 1968 at 
the age of 81.  He is patron saint of civil defense volunteers, ado-
lescents and stress relief.  Padre Pio is a great saint to get to 
know!  And may you have a blessed week! 

Sacrament of Baptism:  The Church celebrates with joy the bap-
tism of Lorin Kae Kremges, child of Michael and Angel 
Krempges.  Lorin was baptized at St. Agatha Church on Saturday, 
September 12.  May Lorin and her family experience the great love 
of God always in their lives!  

 
A death of a parishioner:  We extend our prayers and condolenc-

es to the family of Francis Schnell whose funeral was held at St. 

William Church on Friday, September 11.  May his soul and the 

souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace!  

 

MASS TIME CHANGE COMING!  Beginning the first full 
weekend in October I will change Mass times at each of 
the parishes to what I call the fall/winter schedule.  So 
then, beginning October 3, Masses at St. William Church 
in Ramona will be at 4:00 pm on Saturdays.  On Sundays 
beginning October 4, Mass time in Howard at St. Agatha 
Church will be at 9:00 am and Mass time in Epiphany 
will be at 11:00 am. 

Announcements 

Prayer for Catechists 

God of our fathers and mothers, 

today we mark Catechetical Sunday, 

the day we recommit ourselves 

to teaching and forming disciples 

to continue your work in this world. 

 

In the beginning, you created man 

to please you and offer you companionship. 

We turned away from you 

without knowing the great love you had for us. 

Help us to recapture that understanding 

of your love for us and for creation. 

Give us wisdom to hand on to the next generation 

that love you freely give us. 

 

We ask all that is good 

to come upon our catechetical leaders 

and the people whom they lead to the faith. 

 

We ask all this in the name 

of the primary teacher of the faith, 

Jesus the Christ. 

Amen. 
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Ministry Schedule– September  26 & 27 
5:00pm—Ramona 
Lector:  Donna Rensch 
EM:  Brenda Lembcke 
Server:  Volunteer 
Offertory:  Larry & Peggy Casanova 
Usher:  Bryan & Rod Jaton 
 
8:30am-Epiphany 
Lector:  Jerry Kampshoff 
EM:  Kelli Endorf 
Servers:   
Offertory:  
Usher:  
Rosary: Larry & Diane Eich 
Music:  Pat Koepsell & Kathy Wingen 
 
10:30am—Howard 
Lector:  Abby Connor & Kim Eggert 
EM:  Deb Eggert & Larry Kieffer 
Servers: Aleya Kizer, Parker Rus & Halle Schulz 
Greeters/Off./Bulletins:  W. & N. Erickson Family 
Rosary: D. & MK. Schlim 
Music:  Emma & Angie Neises 

Mass Intentions for  September 21-27 
Mon. 9/21        No Mass 
Tues. 9/22        5:30pm H dEvea Hoss        
Wed. 9/23        10am H For Our School Children 
Thurs. 9/24      8am H dLeo Feldhaus 
               10am E Special Intention 
 Fri. 9/25          10am H Residents of Nursing Homes 
Sat. 9/26           5:00pm R dAudrey Kattke 
Sun. 9/27         8:30am E dNorbert Eich 
               10:30am H For Parishioners 

Weekend Support for  
September 12 & 13 

5:00pm Ramona                 
Reg:      $280   
Loose:   $24                        
Total:    $304  
 
8:30am Epiphany 
Reg:      $1,270 
Loose:   $22 
Total:    $1,292 
 
10:30am Howard          
Reg:      $1,915                     
Loose:   $85 
Total:   $2,000 

Parents should be working with their children on Chapter three 
of their workbooks during the week of September 20 -27.  Chil-
dren should do the chapter Review and bring the tear-out sheet to 
the church in Howard to place in the plastic tote in the southern-
most classroom.  Father Murtha has folders with the names of the 
children who turn in their work in the classroom.  He takes the 
handed-in Reviews; looks them over himself and puts them in the 
child’s folder.  In the folder he also has a sheet of paper with his 
comments for the student on the work that was handed in.  Par-
ents/students can take the old Review back home to keep but 
leave the folder and the comments in the classroom please.  
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Miner Insurance Agency
Curt Neises

Commercial • Farm • Home • Auto • Contractors •Annuities • IRAs 
Disability •Life • Long-Term Care • Estate Planning • Business Planning

605.772.4785 
123 S Main St. • Howard, SD 57349

Securities offered through Parkland Securities, LLC. Member FINRA/SIPC  
Miner Insurance Agency is independent of Parkland Securities LLC.

Since 1986 
HOWARD AUTO CLINIC, INC. 

(605) 772-5308 
Howard, SD 

For All Your Automotive Needs

Upholding the highest ethical and professional standards since 1939.

Stop by or call us at 256-0871

Pray for the Unborn. Pray for Vocations.

Drainage Contractors
GPS Operated Hoes Drainage Equipment

MARTIN STOFFERAN
240 N. West St. • Canton, S.D. 57013

Call for Estimates  1-605-764-8189 or Cell: 1-712-540-1262
Specialists in Farm Ground Work & Cable Construction | Now we also do excavator work.

     Physical Therapists: Wes Mentele, PT 
 Carrie Mentele, PT • Tarkenton Kingsbury, PT 

Specializing in back pain, neck pain & joint/muscle pain
Call 772-2131

We provide care hourly, overnight, or 24/7.
Companionship. Light Housekeeping. 

Meals. Medication Reminders. Personal 
Care. Alzheimer’s/Dementia Care.

200 E. 5th Ave. Suite 3 
Mitchell, SD 57301 

Mitchell: 605-996-0503 
Toll Free: 888-252-2620 
www.homeinstead.com/425 

Serving clients in Mitchell, Huron, and all surrounding areas.

Christiansen 
 COMPLETE WATER

Call Kurt or Tami • 605-256-4747
302 S Egan Ave • Madison
Serving the Howard Area!

Borgers Personal 
Insurance Agency

Farm • Home • Auto • Commercial • Life
Lynn Borgers, Agent/Owner 

503 N Miner St • PO Box 981 
Howard, SD • Office/Fax 605-772-2089

Contact Mike Metivier • mmetivier@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6632

Helping You Hear Better!
• Complimentary Hearing Evaluations 

• Hearing Aid Selections/Fittings/Services

Easy Access off 
I-90 and HWY 38

www.paulashearing.com
1200 S. Burr St, Suite A. • Mitchell, SD

Mary Henkel, Miranda Bender
Howard, SD • 772-4448

SALEM BODY SHOP
Certified Collision Repair

Glass Repair & Replacement

580 N. Green St. • Salem
425-2166

Farm • Home • Auto
605-854-3337

KLINK’S MOTEL
Hwy 34 - Howard, SD

605-772-4531
Clean Rooms - Reasonably Priced

Jim & Kim Klinkhammer
Parishioners

Your local Catholic 
Radio Station

KSTJ 91.3 FM
Listen online 

www.lambradio.com
or download our app

To learn more, call (605) 772-4481 YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 
PHARMACY

SALEM COMMUNITY DRUG 
425-2827 OR 800-286-2826 

300 N MAIN - SALEM, SD 57058 

BE WELL AND WELL INFORMED
M-F 8:30-6:00 | SAT 8:30-NOON


