
SAINT AGATHA 

SAINT WILLIAM 

CHURCH of the 

EPIPHANY       

Fr. Chester Murtha  Office – (605) 772-5564  
Cell  -  (605) 940-1034 

Send bulletin information to Nancy Erickson                                                                                                            
nrerickson2000@yahoo.com or 605-770-5944 

Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 3pm 

SACRAMENTS 
Engaged?  
Call at least six months before the wedding date regarding 
marriage instructions.  
 
New parents or expecting?   
Call for pre-baptism class and to schedule a baptism. 
 
Going in for surgery or for a procedure?  
Call so I can give you the Sacrament of the Sick.     
 
Cemetery Questions?  
In Howard, contact Tim or Karla Neises at   772-4832.   
In Epiphany contact Joe Zens at  523-2644.   
In Ramona contact Tammy Lembcke at 482-8652.  

202 W Washington Avenue ● Howard, SD 57349 
Bookkeeper - Nancy Feldhaus 

Phone: (605) 772-4543    Fax: (605) 772-5179 
Email: stagatha@alliancecom.net 

P.O. Box 100 Howard, SD 57349-0100 
 

106 Jackson Street ● Epiphany, SD  
P.O. Box 100 Howard, SD 57349-0100 

120 W 3rd Street ● Ramona, SD 
P.O. Box 100 Howard, SD 57349-0100 

MASS TIMES 
 

Saturday: 4:00pm Ramona 
Sunday:   9:00am Howard 
               11:00am Epiphany 
Daily Mass:  See Inside 
Holy Day Mass times: TBA 

CONFESSIONS 
 

Saturday 
2:00-3:00pm  Howard 
Before Mass in Epiphany. 
Before Mass in Ramona. 
Also, by appointment. 

   LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
Do we really understand how important our relationships with our brothers and 
sisters throughout the world truly are? Many give God’s commandment to love 
your neighbor and yourself a congenial glance of approval and agreement 
without really thinking about the implications. Sometimes it is easier to kneel in 
reverence before the tabernacle in a church than to kneel in reverence before 
the tabernacle of another person’s soul. Witnessing and being consumed by 
the Divine Power alive in the heart of every living being transforms not only how 
we see our brothers and sisters but how we see God Himself. The cries of the 
poor and those who are hurting must echo in our hearts. We can no longer be 
deaf to the world’s pain. It is no longer acceptable to judge others, unduly criti-
cize, or marginalize, neglect, abuse, manipulate, or participate in the exploita-
tion of anyone! We are asked to become hypersensitive to not only what we are 
doing, but why we are doing it. This holds true not only with regard to the daily 
conduct of our lives but our economic and corporate relationships and policies 
as well.  ©LPi 
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 Fr. Murtha’s Musings:: 
I write my musings usually now on Monday 
mornings/afternoon so that our bulletin coordi-
nator (Nancy Erickson) has time to do what she 
needs to do to get the bulletin items to LPI for 
publication.  So I’m writing today on Monday, 
October 19 for the upcoming weekend bulletin.  

I’m not thinking of anything too specific to get into in my 
musings for the weekend - mostly a hodge-podge of different 
items. 
     The first item on my mind came to me as I set out my trash 
on the side of the street for garbage pick-up.  Did you notice 
there were a few white crystals in the little bit of moisture that 
was coming down.  I did and I high tailed it over to the office 
to let Nancy Feldhaus know (and the money counters).  She 
was not excited nor was anyone else.  I really wasn’t excited 
about it either except that I got to be the first to inform some 
people it was taking place.  I’m not ready for winter yet.  I’m 
usually not ready until after the first six inches of snow has 
fallen – then its winter. 
     Anyway, after sharing that news I headed back to the office 
and got online to my diocesan e-mail site thinking there might 
be some info there I should put in the bulletin.  I found there 
an e-mail from Bishop Swain regarding this past Sunday’s 
gospel reading.  I thought you might like to hear his brief com-
ment and here it is: 
 

Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s 
 

Praised be Jesus Christ, 
     Given these times when secularism is ascendant and politi-
cal acrimony [you’re going to need to look this word up – I 
don’t know what it means] is intense, I thought you might en-
joy this story which I am sure I have told before (aging offers 
an excuse). 
     The story is told of some who thought they had discovered 
the secret of life and that they therefore could create life with-
out God. (Some believe that today). 
     God said to them, referring to Genesis, ‘I created life from 
a handful of dirt.’ They responded that they could do the same, 
and picked up a handful of dirt. 
     God responded, ‘just a minute, create your own dirt.’ 
 
Give to God what is God’s - our very selves. 
 
God bless and let’s pray for one another and for our country. 
 
Good old Bishop Swain!  He’s retired, living in Sioux Falls, 
you know. 
 
     The next item on my list for my musings was to inform you 
I will be going on a priest retreat at Broom Tree after the 
Masses on Sunday (the 25th) until Thursday.  When I get back 
I sure hope to see the Howard Tiger football team continuing 
to move on in the playoffs.  Go Tigers! 
 
     Finally, I gave a call to Nicole Fuhrer.  She is associated 
with the diocese as a “Gift Planning Officer.”  In the month of 
November - a month when it seems fitting to reflect on “end of 
life issues” – I’d like to offer at St. Agatha Parish through the 
diocese a presentation on estate planning and such.  I might 
have more on this next week. 
 
Musings ended – Hope you have a blessed week! 

 

Marijuana issues on the South Dakota ballot - on 
the diocesan website is a podcast called FAITH AND 
POLITICS.  It is a podcast hosted by Christopher Motz, 
employed by the Sioux Falls and Rapid City dioceses as our 
executive director of South Dakota Catholic Confer-
ence.  To listen to the podcast go to the diocesan web-
site: sfcatholic.org and scroll way down on the opening 
page.  In a recent podcast, Chris is joined by Christy Alten-
Osmera, program director of the adolescent unit at Key-
stone Treatment Center, and Matt Walz, a policy specialist 
at Keystone. They discuss South Dakota’s upcoming ballot 
measures dealing with marijuana, Amendment A and Initi-
ated Measure 26, and discuss the harm marijuana causes to 
people they witness every day in their work. Modern mari-
juana, Christy and Matt explain, damages kids, the poor, 
and the human drive to work and create. Matt breaks down 
some of the myths of “legalization,” why some already 
available FDA-approved medications may answer the re-
quest by some people for medicalization, and describes 
why Constitutional Amendment A is poorly drafted and 
bad policy.  

Epiphany: There will not be breakfast Sunday, Nov. 1  

Announcements 

Question: 
Is Halloween a pagan holiday or a Catholic one? 
Answer: 
The short answer: nowadays, a little bit of both. But it wasn’t always 
that way. Halloween and All Saints’ Day are closely connected. In the 
800s, the Catholic Church began celebrating All Saints’ Day. It was 
originally called All Hallow’s Day or Hallowmas. The celebration began 
early on All Hallows’ Eve. But if Halloween is really about the saints in 
all their victorious glory, where do we get haunted houses, costumes, and 
pranks?  
All Saints’ Day became associated with the other deceased rather quick-
ly. November 2nd is All Souls Day, where we pray for the souls in purga-
tory. Throughout the European world, especially with the Celtic and 
Germanic peoples, the dead were honored in the autumn months. The 
Celtic pagan celebration of Samhain had its own folk rituals and occurred 
around the same time as these Catholic feast days.  
Within the last few hundred years, this included dressing in disguise and 
going door to door, asking for food in exchange for a rhyme or poem. 
Some people masqueraded as “dark” spirits and pulled pranks on others. 
Today’s celebration of Halloween tends to take on these later practices, 
rather than the original meaning of celebrating the saints. But remember 
… this feast was Catholic first!   ©LPi 
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Ministry Schedule– October 31 & November 1 
4:00pm—Ramona 
Lector:  Donna Rensch 
EM:  Nancy Dinges 
Server:  Volunteer 
Offertory:  Larry & Pam Malcomb 
Usher:  John Bauer & Volunteer 
 
9:00am—Howard 
Lector:  John Reisch & Janet Kizer 
EM:  Amy Noonan & Dave Miller 
Servers: Josie Hodges, Samuel & Hanna Dold 
Greeters/Off./Bulletins:  N. & T. Koepsell Family 
Rosary: Pat Winker 
Music:  Kay Genzlinger 
 
11:00am-Epiphany 
Lector:  Erica Endorf 
EM:  Leanne Eich 
Servers:  Rachel Brown & Brook Endorf 
Offertory:  
Usher: Cory Eich, Ben & Kelly Endorf, Dave Esser 
Rosary: Ken & Jean Klinkhammer 
Music:  Ronda Zens & Rene’ Koepsell 

Mass Intentions for  October 26– November 1 
Mon. 10/26      No Mass 
Tues. 10/27      No Mass     
Wed. 10/28      No Mass 
Thurs. 10/29    No Mass 
Fri. 10/30         10am H dJared Reisch 
Sat. 10/31         4:00pm R dFrancis & Margaret  
            Schnell 
Sun. 11/1          9:00am H dDeloris Kathe 
               11:00am E For Parishioners 

Weekend Support for  
October 17 & 18 

4:00pm Ramona                 
Reg:      $90  
Loose:   $9                        
Total:    $99 
 
9:00am Howard 
Reg:      $1,130.00 
Loose:   $50 
Total:    $1,180.00 
 
11:00am Epiphany          
Reg:      $350                
Loose:   $30 
Total:   $380 

Parents should be working with their children on Chapter 
eight of their workbooks during the week of  Oct. 25th-31st.  
Children should do the chapter Review & hand it in. 
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Miner Insurance Agency
Curt Neises

Commercial • Farm • Home • Auto • Contractors •Annuities • IRAs 
Disability •Life • Long-Term Care • Estate Planning • Business Planning

605.772.4785 
123 S Main St. • Howard, SD 57349

Securities offered through Parkland Securities, LLC. Member FINRA/SIPC  
Miner Insurance Agency is independent of Parkland Securities LLC.

Since 1986 
HOWARD AUTO CLINIC, INC. 

(605) 772-5308 
Howard, SD 

For All Your Automotive Needs

Upholding the highest ethical and professional standards since 1939.

Stop by or call us at 256-0871

Pray for the Unborn. Pray for Vocations.

Drainage Contractors
GPS Operated Hoes Drainage Equipment

MARTIN STOFFERAN
240 N. West St. • Canton, S.D. 57013

Call for Estimates  1-605-764-8189 or Cell: 1-712-540-1262
Specialists in Farm Ground Work & Cable Construction | Now we also do excavator work.

     Physical Therapists: Wes Mentele, PT 
 Carrie Mentele, PT • Tarkenton Kingsbury, PT 

Specializing in back pain, neck pain & joint/muscle pain
Call 772-2131

We provide care hourly, overnight, or 24/7.
Companionship. Light Housekeeping. 

Meals. Medication Reminders. Personal 
Care. Alzheimer’s/Dementia Care.

200 E. 5th Ave. Suite 3 
Mitchell, SD 57301 

Mitchell: 605-996-0503 
Toll Free: 888-252-2620 
www.homeinstead.com/425 

Serving clients in Mitchell, Huron, and all surrounding areas.

Borgers Personal 
Insurance Agency

Farm • Home • Auto • Commercial • Life
Lynn Borgers, Agent/Owner 

503 N Miner St • PO Box 981 
Howard, SD • Office/Fax 605-772-2089

Contact Mike Metivier • mmetivier@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6632

Helping You Hear Better!
• Complimentary Hearing Evaluations 

• Hearing Aid Selections/Fittings/Services

Easy Access off 
I-90 and HWY 38

www.paulashearing.com
1200 S. Burr St, Suite A. • Mitchell, SD

Mary Henkel, Miranda Bender
Howard, SD • 772-4448

SALEM BODY SHOP
Certified Collision Repair

Glass Repair & Replacement

580 N. Green St. • Salem
425-2166

Farm • Home • Auto
605-854-3337

KLINK’S MOTEL
Hwy 34 - Howard, SD

605-772-4531
Clean Rooms - Reasonably Priced

Jim & Kim Klinkhammer
Parishioners

Your local Catholic 
Radio Station

KSTJ 91.3 FM
Listen online 

www.lambradio.com
or download our app

To learn more, call (605) 772-4481 YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 
PHARMACY

SALEM COMMUNITY DRUG 
425-2827 OR 800-286-2826 

300 N MAIN - SALEM, SD 57058 

BE WELL AND WELL INFORMED
M-F 8:30-6:00 | SAT 8:30-NOON

(605) 256-2870
320 North Egan Ave, Madison, SD

320 North Egan Avenue
Madison, SD 57042

FUNERAL CHAPEL


