1st Sunday of Lent/ Feb. 21, 2021

SAINT AGATHA
202 W Washington Avenue ● Howard, SD 57349
Bookkeeper - Nancy Feldhaus
Phone: (605) 772-4543 Fax: (605) 772-5179
Email: stagatha@alliancecom.net
P.O. Box 100 Howard, SD 57349-0100

CHURCH of the
EPIPHANY
106 Jackson Street ● Epiphany, SD
P.O. Box 100 Howard, SD 57349-0100

SAINT WILLIAM
120 W 3rd Street ● Ramona, SD
P.O. Box 100 Howard, SD 57349-0100
MASS TIMES
Saturday: 4:00pm Ramona
Sunday: 9:00am Howard
11:00am Epiphany
Daily Mass: See Inside
Holy Day Mass times: TBA

CONFESSIONS
Saturday
2:00-3:00pm Howard
Before Mass in Epiphany.
Before Mass in Ramona.
Also, by appointment.

Fr. Chester Murtha Office – (605) 772-5564
Cell - (605) 940-1034
Send bulletin information to Nancy Erickson
nrerickson2000@yahoo.com or 605-770-5944
Bulletin Deadline: Monday at 3pm

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
Throughout history God has given His people signs. Our season of
Lent offers us God’s sign that it is time to stop the ordinary routines of
our lives, create some desert space, and listen more attentively for God
to reveal His presence. We are asked to unplug from our attachments,
compulsions, obsessions, addictions, routines, and busyness to clear
the slate and take stock in who we have become. We are asked to
remember the ancient sign of God’s covenant with humanity in which
He vowed to nurture, sustain, and protect the relationship He has with
His people. Once we slow down a bit and clear away some of the clutter, we can see how the journey of our life is unfolding. We can see
what brings us in and out of tune with God’s love and how we can better imitate God’s loving fidelity in our relationship with Him. Even
though some good solid self-denial is the order of the day, greater happiness and wholeness will be the fruit of our labors.
Pleasant journey through the desert! ©LPi
SACRAMENTS
Engaged?
Call at least six months before the wedding date regarding
marriage instructions.
New parents or expecting?
Call for pre-baptism class and to schedule a baptism.
Going in for surgery or for a procedure?
Call so I can give you the Sacrament of the Sick.
Cemetery Questions?
In Howard, contact Tim or Karla Neises at 772-4832.
In Epiphany contact Joe Zens at 523-2644.
In Ramona contact Tammy Lembcke at 482-8652.

Fr. Murtha’s Musings:

The gospel passage for this weekend closes with
Jesus’ words: “This is the time of fulfillment.
The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” And what is the “gospel”?
The second reading from the first letter of Saint
Peter provides a brief summary of what the Catholic Church has understood as the gospel or good
news. It states: “Christ suffered for our sins once, the righteous for
the sake of the unrighteous, that he might lead you to God.” The
one who believes in Christ’s sacrifice is being led to God and away
from the bondage of sin which separates us from God. Just a few
lines more and the letter speaks of the sacrament of baptism. The
letter describes baptism as “an appeal to God for a clear conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone
into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers subject to him.”
The saving work of Jesus Christ is referred to in the Catechism
of the Catholic Church (CCC) in the section “The Celebration of
the Christian Mystery” at paragraph #1067 where the Catechism
connects the liturgy of the Mass to Jesus salvific work. There it
states that Jesus’ work in “redeeming mankind and giving perfect
glory to God” was accomplished principally “by the Paschal mystery of his blessed Passion, Resurrection from the dead, and glorious Ascension, whereby ‘dying he destroyed our death, rising he
restored our life.’” [Vatican II document, The Constitution of the
Sacred Liturgy, #5, paragraph 2] CCC #1067 concludes, “For this
reason, the Church celebrates in the liturgy above all the Paschal
mystery by which accomplished the work of salvation.”
In that same section of the Catechism it is stated in #1098: “The
assembly should prepare itself to encounter its Lord and to become
‘a people well disposed.’ The preparation of hearts is the joint
work of the Holy Spirit and the assembly, especially of its ministers. The grace of the Holy Spirit seeks to awaken faith, conversion of heart, and adherence to The Father’s will. These dispositions are the precondition both for the reception of graces conferred
in the celebration itself and the fruits of new life which the celebration is intended to produce afterward.”
***I have presented the above catechesis in order to highlight
especially the need to participate in the sacrament of reconciliation
on a regular basis. Why should I you may ask. The Catechism
asks and responds to that very question at #1426 stating:
“Conversion to Christ, the new birth of Baptism, the gift of the Holy Spirit and the Body and Blood of Christ … have made us ‘holy
and without blemish,’ …. Nevertheless the new life received in
Christian initiation has not abolished the frailty and weakness of
human nature, nor the inclination to sin that tradition calls concupiscence, which remains in the baptized such that with the help of
the grace of Christ they may prove themselves in the struggle of
Christian life. This is the struggle of conversion directed toward
holiness and eternal life to which the Lord never ceases to call us.”
While, by the gift of faith freely given to us at our baptisms in
which we received new life and were incorporated into the saving
mystery of Christ’s suffering, death and resurrection is real, the
reality of sin continues to remain an issue as noted above. It is one
reason why in one of his appearances to his disciples after his resurrection Jesus “breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the
holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose
sins you retained are retained.’” (Jn. 20:22, 23) I cannot fully comprehend why people don’t come to the sacrament of reconciliation
more frequently. I suspect a number of reasons are involved: people have become desensitized to sin; they have presumed upon the
mercy of God (presumption is a sin in itself); they do not believe
priests have the power to forgive sins (in effect, making Jesus a
liar); they just don’t know any better [if that is the case, it may be
due to poor catechesis on the part of the Church]. In any case, I
hope you are better informed after reading my musings regarding
the place the sacrament of Reconciliation should have in our lives
as Catholics. And may you have a blessed week!
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Announcements
Special Lenten offering at St. Agatha: beginning Saturday, February 27: 9:00 am Mass followed by
a video/bible study series from Ascension Press entitled NO GREATER LOVE: A biblical walk through
CHRIST’S PASSION. If interested in the study series
call Fr. Murtha at the rectory office, 772-5564.
More
information will be provided in the Lenten information
sheet being sent out.

On Wednesday evening I will meet with the Sophomore/
Junior boys preparing for Confirmation: 7:00 pm. Each of
them is to have selected a “Confirmation” name and written
a paragraph or two telling something about the name of the
person selected and why the name was selected.
Catholic Family Services 21st Annual Gift of Hope event
Lighting the Path to Hope and Healing
Saturday, April 10 – 8:30 p.m. Cathedral of St. Joseph, Sioux
Falls, SD We invite you to join us for a NEW Gift of Hope
Event to benefit Catholic Family Services! A candlelight celebration will be held on Saturday April 10th on the steps of the Cathedral of St. Joseph to unite us all in Lighting the Path to Hope and
Healing. Proceeds made from the sale of our Gift of Hope Commemorative Candles will benefit the Gift of Hope Endowment
Fund. Through this fund, CFS is able to provide programs like
“Camp Sydney,” a youth grief camp, suicide prevention, health
and wellness of the body, mind, and spirit to people of all faith in
our communities. Order your commemorative candle online at
ccfesd.org, email us at events@ccfesd.org or call our office at
605-988-3765.

Junior High and Senior High D-camp Registration for July 2021 is
available online! Sign up fast to reserve your spot and snag the
Early Bird discount. The Early Bird discount ends in February.
www.sfcatholic.org/youth/d-camp/.
If you are a college student looking for a fulfilling summer
job, pray about becoming a Lumen Christi missionary for
the summer of 2021. Find all the info at
www.sfcatholic.org/youth/lumen-christi/

Parents & Students
Please work on
CCD Lesson 21 in
your workbooks this
week. Complete
the Review and
hand in to Father
Murtha – Thanks!

Ministry Schedule– February 27 & 28
4:00pm—Ramona
Lector: Donna Rensch
EM: Nancy Rensch
Server: Brian Sechser
Offertory: Susan Hageman & Nancy Norman
Usher: John Molstad & Volunteer
9:00am—Howard
Lector: Janet Kizer & Briar Feldhaus
EM: Amy Neises & Amy Noonan
Servers: Brayden & Carson Hinker, Luke Koepsell
Greeters/Off./Bulletins: M. & B. Connor Family
Rosary: D. & MK. Schlim
Music: Pat Koepsell & Carrie Mentele

A covenant is a formal agreement between two parties. Assuming
both parties enter into the covenant of their own free will, it is a
bond that cannot be broken. As time goes on, that covenant will
be tested and its validity questioned by skeptics, but it will remain
if it is real.
God's covenant with his people is real. It began with a promise
made to Noah and was renewed in the person of Jesus Christ. It
has been tested by man through sin and by evil through Jesus'
trials in the desert. But here in 2021, it still remains as strong as
ever.
This Lent, take time to rediscover and reflect on this covenant
God has with us. Reclaim your baptism and make it a motivating
factor in how you live your life. Take the opportunity this Lenten
season provides to increase your devotion and spirituality. You
will be tested and you will suffer trials, for life is not always easy.
But God has always upheld his part of the agreement. Now is the
time to take our part in this covenant more seriously.

11:00am-Epiphany
Lector: Ben Endorf
EM: Jean Klinkhammer
Servers: Paige Endorf & Chloe Schmitt
Offertory:
Usher:
Rosary: Larry & Diane Eich
Music: Kim Miller & Rene’ Koepsell

Mass Intentions for February 22-28
6pm R Stations 6:30pm Mass
dFrancis & Margaret Schnell
Tues. 2/23
5:30pm H Stations 6pm Mass dTony Spader
Wed. 2/24
10am HNH Residents Only –For Shut Ins
Thurs. 2/25 8am H dConnie Hodges
6pm E Stations 6:30pm Mass dJim Kunkel
Fri. 2/26
10am H Residents of Whispering Winds
Sat. 2/27
9am H Mass followed by Bible Study
For Our Friends & Enemies
4:00pm R dJohn Cassuth
Sun. 2/28
9am H For Parishioners
11am E dZina Scheuren
Mon. 2/22

Weekend Support for
February 13 & 14
4:00pm Ramona
Reg: $265
Loose: $4
Total: $269
9:00am Howard
Reg: $1,050
Loose: $30
Total: $1,080
11:00am Epiphany
Reg: $1,520
Loose: $16
Total: $1,536
Visit parishesonline.com to view a copy of the Bulletin
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Physical Therapists: Wes Mentele, PT
Carrie Mentele, PT • Tarkenton Kingsbury, PT

Specializing in back pain, neck pain & joint/muscle pain

Call 772-2131

Your local Catholic
Radio Station

Miner Insurance Agency

KSTJ 91.3 FM

Commercial • Farm • Home • Auto • Contractors •Annuities • IRAs
Disability •Life • Long-Term Care • Estate Planning • Business Planning

Listen online
www.lambradio.com
or download our app

Securities offered through Parkland Securities, LLC. Member FINRA/SIPC
Miner Insurance Agency is independent of Parkland Securities LLC.

Curt Neises

605.772.4785
123 S Main St. • Howard, SD 57349

Since 1986

HOWARD AUTO CLINIC, INC.
(605) 772-5308
Howard, SD

Helping You Hear Better!
• Complimentary Hearing Evaluations
• Hearing Aid Selections/Fittings/Services

Easy Access off
I-90 and HWY 38

www.paulashearing.com
1200 S. Burr St, Suite A. • Mitchell, SD

For All Your Automotive Needs

We provide care hourly, overnight, or 24/7.
Companionship. Light Housekeeping.
Meals. Medication Reminders. Personal
Care. Alzheimer’s/Dementia Care.

Pray for the Unborn. Pray for Vocations.
To learn more, call (605) 772-4481

200 E. 5th Ave. Suite 3
Mitchell, SD 57301

Mitchell: 605-996-0503
Toll Free: 888-252-2620
www.homeinstead.com/425
Serving clients in Mitchell, Huron, and all surrounding areas.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
PHARMACY

SALEM COMMUNITY DRUG
425-2827 OR 800-286-2826
FUNERAL CHAPEL

320 North Egan Avenue
(605)
256-2870
Madison,
SD 57042
320 North Egan Ave, Madison, SD

300 N MAIN - SALEM, SD 57058

BE WELL AND WELL INFORMED
M-F 8:30-6:00 | SAT 8:30-NOON

Contact Mike Metivier • mmetivier@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6632

Mary Henkel, Miranda Bender

Howard, SD • 772-4448

Upholding the highest ethical and professional standards since 1939.

Stop by or call us at 256-0871
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