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By describing the anointing of David as the 
second king of Israel, the first reading, taken from 
the First Book of Samuel, illustrates how blind we 
are in our judgments and how much we need 
God’s help. In today’s Responsorial Psalm, (Ps 
23), we celebrate the care of God, our Good 
Shepherd, singing, “even though I walk in the dark 
valley, I fear no evil; for You are at my side with 
Your rod and Your staff that give me courage.” In 
the second reading, Paul reminds the Ephesians 
of their new responsibility as children of light: “You 
were once darkness, but now you are light in the 
Lord.  Live as children of the light, for light 
produces every kind of goodness and 
righteousness and truth.” Jesus’ giving of sight to 
a blind man, reported in today’s Gospel, teaches 
us the necessity of opening the eyes of our 
mind by Faith and warns us that  those who 
assume they see the truth are often blind, while 
those who acknowledge their blindness are given 
clear vision. In this episode, the most unlikely 
person, namely the beggar born blind, receives 
the light of Faith in Jesus, while the religion-
oriented, law-educated Pharisees remain 
spiritually blind.  “There are none so blind, as 
those who will not see.”  To live as a Christian is 
to see, to have clear vision about God, about 
ourselves and about others.  Today’s Gospel 
reminds us that we are to live as children of the 
light, seeking what is good and right and true.  Our 
Lenten prayers and sacrifices should serve to heal 
our blindness so that we can look at others, see 
them as children of God and love them as our own 
brothers and sisters saved by the death and 
Resurrection of Jesus.               
                God Bless You- Fr. Kenny 
 
Staying Connected The staff in our Pastoral 
Office will do their best to stay connected with the 
parishioners of St. Leo the Great and St. Mary. 
This week Father Kenny sent out an email to 
those who provided their email on their census 
form. If you didn’t receive the email and would like 
to be included, please contact the office by phone 
or email to update your records. 
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From Bishop Callahan In light of the continued 
concern surrounding spreading the coronavirus 
COVID-19, and the advice of medical experts 
across the country and especially in our State, all 
public Masses in the Diocese of La Crosse will be 
canceled beginning March 20, 2020 until further 
notice. All fish fries, parish gatherings, etc. are 
also canceled.  

I am urging the faithful to remember in their 
prayers all of our brothers and sisters whose 
personal lives and the lives of their families have 
been affected by this disease. Visit diolc.org/pray 
to send me your personal prayer intentions. At this 
point we are hopeful to resume public Mass by  
May 1.  

As you know, these plans and regulations change 
every day. Nothing would give me greater 
pleasure than to shorten this time frame or any of 
these regulations. This, of course, is 
unprecedented in our lives and we rely on the 
providence of Almighty God and His Holy Mother. 
Please stay well and take every precaution to do 
so. Be aware of my prayers and my confidence in 
our protection under the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  

TV Masses The Diocesan Office for Sacred 
Worship would like to express its sincere gratitude 
for the generosity of the people of St. Leo the 
Great parish for the sharing of their time and talent 
during the TV Mass Ministry recordings on 
Tuesday, March 3, at Holy Cross Diocesan Center 
– Christ the King Chapel in La Crosse. We are 
very grateful to those who assisted as the 
congregation, lectors, gift bearers, servers, and 
members of the music community. We also 
express appreciation to Father Raja Kennedy in 
accepting our invitation to participate in this 
ministry and to Deacon Robert Zietlow for the 
sharing of his ministry in making these TV Masses 
possible. Our most gratitude is extended to His 
Excellency Bishop William Patrick Callahan for 
sharing his time and Holy Week messages of 
Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. May God bless 
you all for your time and kind assistance!  Your TV 
Masses will broadcast on Sunday, April 5

th
 (Palm 

Sunday) and Sunday, April 12
th
 (Easter Sunday). 

You can view the TV Masses every Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. on WXOW, channel 19. Please note 
that live and prerecorded Sunday Mass is 
available via diolc.org, the diocesan YouTube 
channel, and the La Crosse Diocese and the 
Church of St. Leo the Great Facebook pages. 

A Time for Fervent Family Prayer Individual 
and family prayer is what is especially needed 

during challenging times such as these. 
Parishioners are invited to download a simple 
Prayer Card from the following link: diolc.org/
prayer. Let us remember and be encouraged by 
these words from Scripture: “Cast all your anxiety 
on Jesus because He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7). 

Family Prayer Time Idea  During this time of 
quarantine, keep your family together and focused 
with this simple 3-step nightly ritual: 1. Share how 
you experienced God’s blessings today. 2. Share 
your concerns of tomorrow. 3. Pray together in 
thanksgiving and petition: with a prayer that is 
spontaneous, memorized or both. 

7-Day Text Challenge To make your home a 
safe haven against the dangers of pornography, 
begin the text challenge immediately by texting 
the word “secure” to 66866. If you do not have a 
cell phone, go to https://cleanheart.online/courses/
safe-haven-challenge and begin the challenge. 

Are you seeking Spiritual Renewal in your life? 
Registration and Brochure are now available for 
the Witnesses for Christ Conference, which will be 
held August 28-29, 2020 at the Omni Center just 
north of La Crosse. Early bird registration is now 
open at the reduced rate of $65. The Conference 
will feature Fr. Timothy Gallagher as the keynote 
speaker. His presentations will focus on finding 
freedom from one of the greatest obstacles in life 
– the “cage” of everyday discouragement we all 
experience. There will also be break-out sessions 
addressing our “felt needs.” Check out the list of 
break-out sessions here: diolc.org/witness. 

Everyday Stewardship Vacations can be great 
times for refueling the body and renewing bonds 
within a family and between friends. No matter 
how good the vacation was, it is almost always 
good to get home when it is over. Sleeping in our 
own bed, taking a shower in our own bathroom, 
and resting on our own couch are some of the 
aspects of home we can miss while on the road. 
That’s why encountering truly gracious and 
hospitable people while we are away is so 
important. These people are not family, but they 
sure can provide for us a glimpse of home. They 
can be waiters at a restaurant, desk hosts at a 
hotel, or even Uber drivers. They enrich our lives if 
for only a moment, yet that moment can make all 
the difference. 

When disciples of Jesus Christ act in a gracious 
manner to all those they meet, they provide a 
glimpse of home. This home is not in a house in a 
particular location, but it is a home prepared for all 
of us for eternity. No matter how comfortable we 



may be in our earthly homes, it truly pales in 
comparison to eternity with God. In that heavenly 
home, there is no darkness, only light. There are 
no tears, only joy. There is no hate, only love.  

We are ambassadors for heaven by how we offer 
ourselves to others. Our stewardship of hospitality 
allows others to see a glimpse of what God 
promises to us. Unless we truly step up and act in 
a gracious manner, will those we encounter ever 
know the Truth? I hate it when I am on the road 
and fail to meet people full of joy and welcome. At 
least I can look forward to coming home. What do 
those along the way look forward to in the next life 
that you can’t show them a glimpse of in this one?
—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS. 

Question and Answer At my grandson’s 
Baptism, the priest put a bib on the baby. I do not 
remember seeing this before. Why is this done? Is 
it something new? When an adult is baptized, 
there is a part in the ceremony when the newly 
baptized is vested in a white garment. It is 
symbolic of the changes that baptism brings in the 
life of the baptized as they are freed from the 
bonds of sin and brought into the saving grace of 
Christ. Realities that are so profound are 
symbolically presented so that we might better 
grasp and understand them.   

Infants are often dressed in a baptismal dress, 
which is the baptismal garment. In some places, 
the bib is used as a kind of baptismal garment. At 
the place in the ceremony where the investiture 
takes place, the bib is used. Some are poncho-like 
and fit over the baby’s head. Others are simply 
placed on the baby’s chest. If the baby is dressed 
in a white garment, nothing else is needed. The 
prayer says it all: “See in your white garment the 
outward sign of your Christian dignity ... bring that 
dignity unstained into the everlasting life of 
heaven.” In baptism, we are given our purpose 
and goal in life as believers and this is symbolized 
by the white garment.©Lpi 

Inspiration for the Week Seeing is much more 
than just a function of our eyes. We can look at 
something with clear vision but not really see it. 
Often what we think we see is colored by our 
presuppositions, prejudices, assumptions, and 
needs. We judge things by appearance, but God 
looks into the heart. God’s sight has a much wider 
range and far greater depth. Receiving things or 
people just based on appearance can lead us to 
erroneous and hurtful judgments. We think we are 
seeing clearly, but we are not. Allowing God to 
restore our sight so that we can truly see is a 
worthy goal for our Lenten journey. Look within 

and look without. What do you see? Allow God to 
complete the picture for you. Ask Him to give you 
the insight to look into someone’s heart. Don’t 
draw hasty conclusions or presume you know the 
truth. Be open and humble enough so that you 
can receive the sight that only God can give. ©LPi 

Gospel Meditation “Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?” Jesus wants to motivate each one of us to 
see the truth. After developing a relationship with 
Jesus, the blind man “sees” as someone very 
special. The Pharisees, due to the blindness 
caused by their ignorance, prejudice, and need for 
self-preservation, still remain blind. 
Presuppositions, prejudices, assumptions, and our 
needs can easily blind us to truth. We see what 
we want or need to see and not what is really 
there. In addition, our stubbornness continues to 
convince us that we are right and that our vision is 
perfect. Only God can complete the picture. 

Look around at our world. So much of what is 
happening today is due to the reluctance of folks 
to allow themselves to be stretched and brought to 
see what is really there. Many react to what life 
presents to them more with the lenses of 
ignorance than lenses of clarity. The Gospel 
carries great transformative value. With it, God 
corrects our vision and replaces our limited sight 
with the fullness of his sight. God opens our eyes 
so that we can see that it is not about preserving 
what we have created but of living in the 
immensity and wonder of God’s kingdom. 

Through a simple, loving relationship with God, we 
can break through the tethers of prejudice, 
eradicate fear, dispel the darkness of hatred and 
sin, discover freedom, live in peace, work for 
justice, be effective stewards of creation, assist 
the migrant and the immigrant, and safeguard our 
economic systems and policies so that they truly 
serve all of God’s children. What we see is often 
an artificial lie. Our truth is much bigger than what 
our limited sight believes it to be. Allow God to 
work in and through you. Do not be afraid. Be 
open and be humble enough to know that you 
need help. Many human beings are living with 
severe cataracts that produce sight that is at best 
blurred. Are you one of them? ©Lpi  

Monday: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13b/Jn 4:43-54

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46: 2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-16

Wednesday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-11/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-23/Jn 5:31-47

Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-21 and 23/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30

Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12/Jn 7:40-53

Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-8/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
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201 E. Hwy 16 • West Salem

Now Serving Breakfast  

608-399-3300
thepizzaovenwi.com

Bangor • West Salem 

Holmen • Mindoro 

St. Joseph Ridge

Local &  
Family Owned

We Service All Makes & 
Models, Import & Domestic!

(608) 786-2572 540 Commerce St, West Salem

947 Riders Club Rd 
Onalaska, WI

(608) 783-3750
Visit us at: 

www.carpetstogo.com

Bagniefski 
Heating & air Conditioning

• Sales • Service • Installation

Hometown Proud Dealer for

782-0664

CHARITY                                         UNITY 

 FRATERNITY                      PATRIOTISM 

9422 Hwy. 16  
835 Oak Ave. S. 

Onalaska

Outdoor Services Inc.

Lawn Care Services 
Lawn Maintenance Services 
Irrigation Services 
Tree & Shrub Services 
Pest Control Services 
Industrial Vegetation Control

For all your lawn care 
needs call: 

608-786-3202

641 Brickl Road 
West Salem, WI 54669

www.osilawn.com

N4314 CTH M 
West Salem, WI 54669

784-1888
We’re #1 in a #2 Business

Compliments
Of

West Salem
Tool & Die Inc.

Contact Rob Witte • rwitte@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2501

Residential • Commercial • Churches • Agriculture

FULLY INSURED   

Over 50 Years Experience in the 
Metal Roofing Business

608-786-0660
957 West Ave. N, West Salem

First Choice

Michael Richgels 
Broker/Owner

(608) 781-7669 - office 
(608) 780-4127 - cell
757 Sand Lake Rd • Onalaska, WI


