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Reporting his vision in the first reading, Ezekiel 
bears witness to the reanimation of the dead 
Israel in preparation for her return to the Promised 
Land. He assures them that God's life-giving 
Breath will restore His people, give them new life 
and resettle them in their land. St. Paul, in the 
second reading, assures the early Roman 
Christians who were facing death by persecution, 
and us who are surrounded by a culture of death, 
that the same Spirit, Who raised Jesus from the 
dead and Who dwells within us, will raise our 
mortal bodies to life on the Last Day.  Paul 
considers the Resurrection of Jesus the basis for 
our hope of sharing in Jesus’ Resurrection. For 
John, in today’s Gospel, the raising of Lazarus is 
the final and greatest sign of Jesus, the Deliverer, 
a symbolic narrative of his Final Victory over death 
at the cost of his human life and a sign 
anticipating his Resurrection. Describing this great 
miracle, the Church assures us that we, too, will 
be raised into eternal life after our battle with sin 
and death in this world.  Thus, resurrection hope 
is the central theme of the Scripture readings for 
the Fifth Sunday of Lent. The readings assure us 
that our Faith in Jesus, who is “the Resurrection 
and the Life,” promises our participation in his 
resurrection and new life.   

                   God Bless You- Fr. Kenny 

 

Staying Connected The staff in our Pastoral 
Office are working hard to stay connected with the 
parishioners of St. Leo the Great and St. Mary. 
Here are some options to stay connected : 

WhatsApp: Open this link to join Sts. Leo and 
Mary Church WhatsApp Group: https://
chat.whatsapp.com/
K43amY57CqCFDQZg5h9eTm 

Zoom cloud meeting App: Join using Meeting 
ID  904 542 9836 or the link that will be emailed to 
you every week for 4:30 p.m. Mass on Saturday. 
This is a Live Stream event that you can only view 
at the Saturday Mass time. 
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Facebook: Members from both parishes are invited 
to follow The Church of St. Leo the Great Facebook 
page. I am not an active member in the FB but the 
situation makes us to be active in various social App/
media to be connected. 

Parish FB ID: The Church of St. Leo the Great (search 
for the page and click “like” to receive updates) 

My Personal FB ID: Raja Kennedy 

Contribution Options During this difficult time, we 
want to keep everyone safe and healthy. The parish 
office may not be open at this time, but we are still 
working. You can still reach the staff members by 
choosing their extension and we should be able to help 
you remotely. We now have more options for you to 
make contributions to the parishes. You can drop them 
in the mailbox located just outside the Hamlin Street 
entrance of the Pastoral office, mail your envelope to 
the Pastoral Office at 210 Hamlin St W, West Salem, 
WI 54669, or now you have the option for online 
giving. For St. Leo the Great visit  https://diolc.org/st-
leo-west-salem/. For St. Mary visit  https://diolc.org/st-
marys-bangor/. Please contact Sandy Sesvold at 
786.0610 ext. 6  if you need further assistance. 

TV Masses The Diocesan Office for Sacred 
Worship would like to express its sincere gratitude for 
the generosity of the people of St. Leo the Great parish 
for the sharing of their time and talent during the TV 
Mass Ministry recordings on Tuesday, March 3, at Holy 
Cross Diocesan Center – Christ the King Chapel in La 
Crosse. We are very grateful to those who assisted as 
the congregation, lectors, gift bearers, servers, and 
members of the music community. We also express 
appreciation to Father Raja Kennedy in accepting our 
invitation to participate in this ministry and to Deacon 
Robert Zietlow for the sharing of his ministry in making 
these TV Masses possible. Our most gratitude is 
extended to His Excellency Bishop William Patrick 
Callahan for sharing his time and Holy Week 
messages of Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. May 
God bless you all for your time and kind 
assistance!  Your TV Masses will broadcast on 
Sunday, April 5th (Palm Sunday) and Sunday, April 
12th (Easter Sunday). You can view the TV Masses 
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on WXOW, channel 19. 
Please note that live and prerecorded Sunday Mass is 
available via diolc.org, the diocesan YouTube channel, 
and the La Crosse Diocese and the Church of St. Leo 
the Great Facebook pages. 

Free Online Couple Retreat Watch these four short 
videos, together with your spouse, about the virtues 
that help us keep sanity in our life: Prudence, Justice, 
Courage, and Temperance. These habits help you 
mature as persons, grow in holiness and strengthen 
your marriage. To access this free program, click this 
link. the-virtues.net/online-free-program/ 

The Church is Open — The Building is Closed 
What does it look like to be an active participant in the 
body of Christ during a season where churches have 

temporarily shut their doors to keep COVID-19 from 
spreading? 

I hope it looks a whole lot like what being an engaged 
follower of Christ looks like during the rest of the year, 
with the small exception of changing habits around 
Sunday morning worship attendance. After all, 
corporate worship is just one (albeit a very important 
one) aspect of being a Christian. Much of what defines 
my Christian faith happens outside of the church 
building anyway: praying as I drive my car or wash the 
dishes, studying Scripture on Mondays with my 
beloved women’s small group, and financially 
supporting churches and ministries that care for those 
in need. All of these things can still happen (though the 
Monday small group may meet via FaceTime for a 
while). 

As Seattle residents, my family and I are at the center 
of the Coronavirus crisis. Schools are closed, nursing 
homes and hospitals won’t accept visitors, grocery 
store shelves are sparse, and small businesses are 
floundering. People are anxious (this includes me). 
What to do?   

I’m taking my cues from Scripture (Mark 12:30-
31a): “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind and with all 
your strength…Love your neighbor as yourself.” A 
shuttered church building will not prevent me from 
loving or worshipping God this Sunday (I’ll be live-
streaming worship services with my family) or any 
other day. And if ever there was a time to love my 
neighbor, now is that time: running errands, sharing 
food, supporting local businesses, and helping those 
around me as opportunities arise are just a few ways 
to do that. 

Building? Closed. Church? Wide Open.—Jennifer 
Perrow, Senior Generosity Strategist and blogger. 

Mar 30 Private Mass † Fred & Mary Schroeder by 

Michael Schroeder

Mar 31 Private Mass † Fred & Mary Schroeder by 

Michael Schroeder at St Mary

Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52-56/Jn 8:31-42

Apr 1 Private Mass † Kent Limberg by Jane Mathison 

at St Leo

Thursday: Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-9/Jn 8:51-59

Apr 2 Private Mass † Fred & Mary Schroeder by 

Michael Schroeder at St Mary

Friday: Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-7/Jn 10:31-42

Private Mass † Margaret Johnson by Kevin & 

Ann Bina at St Leo

Saturday: Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10- 13/Jn 11:45-56

Apr 4

Sunday: Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-24/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14-27:66 

Apr 5 Live Stream † Dolores & George Leis by Mike & 

Connie Miller at St Leo

Private Mass † Robert E. White by The White 

Family at St Mary

Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-30, 33-62 /Ps 23:1-6/Jn 8:1-11

Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-21/Jn 8:21-30

READINGS & MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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201 E. Hwy 16 • West Salem

Now Serving Breakfast  

608-399-3300
thepizzaovenwi.com

Bangor • West Salem 

Holmen • Mindoro 

St. Joseph Ridge

Local &  
Family Owned

We Service All Makes & 
Models, Import & Domestic!

(608) 786-2572 540 Commerce St, West Salem

947 Riders Club Rd 
Onalaska, WI

(608) 783-3750
Visit us at: 

www.carpetstogo.com

Bagniefski 
Heating & air Conditioning

• Sales • Service • Installation

Hometown Proud Dealer for

782-0664

CHARITY                                         UNITY 

 FRATERNITY                      PATRIOTISM 

9422 Hwy. 16  
835 Oak Ave. S. 

Onalaska

Outdoor Services Inc.

Lawn Care Services 
Lawn Maintenance Services 
Irrigation Services 
Tree & Shrub Services 
Pest Control Services 
Industrial Vegetation Control

For all your lawn care 
needs call: 

608-786-3202

641 Brickl Road 
West Salem, WI 54669

www.osilawn.com

N4314 CTH M 
West Salem, WI 54669

784-1888
We’re #1 in a #2 Business

Compliments
Of

West Salem
Tool & Die Inc.

Contact Rob Witte • rwitte@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2501

Residential • Commercial • Churches • Agriculture

FULLY INSURED   

Over 50 Years Experience in the 
Metal Roofing Business

608-786-0660
957 West Ave. N, West Salem

First Choice

Michael Richgels 
Broker/Owner

(608) 781-7669 - office 
(608) 780-4127 - cell
757 Sand Lake Rd • Onalaska, WI


