
Fourth	Sunday	of	Advent�

December	20,	2020�

Catholic Churches of 

St. Mary, St. Joseph & St. Charles 

 Administrator: Fr. Kuriakose Nediakala MCBS (Fr. KK) 

Mass Times 

 

St. Mary 

15 1st Ave NE 

Deer River, MN 

 Sunday 8:30 AM 

 Tuesday 8:30 AM 

 Wednesday 8:30 AM 

 Thursday 8:30 AM 

 Friday 8:30 AM 

 

St. Joseph 

51061 Wolf Drive 

Ball Club, MN 

 Saturday 4:00 PM  

 

St. Charles 

308 Central Ave N 

Cass Lake, MN  

 Sunday 11:00 AM 

   

 

Email 

stmarys@paulbunyan.net 

 

Fr. KK’s Email 

kkmcbs@gmail.com 

 

Website  

deerrivercatholic.com 

stcharleschurch.weconnect.com 

 

Mailing Address 

PO Box 98, Deer River, MN 56636 

 

Office Phone  

218-246-8582 

 

Rectory Phones 

Deer River: 218-246-2517  

Cass Lake: 218-335-2359 

December 21—27 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Friday Sunday 

St. Peter 

Canisius, Priest 

and Doctor of 

the Church 

8 Conf SM 

8:30 Mass SM 

St. John of Kanty, 

Priest 

8 Conf SM 

8:30 Mass SM 

 

Christmas Eve 

4 SJ Mass 

Christmas Day 

Nativity of  the 

Lord 

8:30 Mass SM 

11 Mass SC 

8 Conf SM 

8:30 Mass SM 

10:30 Conf SC 

11 Mass  SC 

 

SJ = St. Joseph, Ball Club SC= St. Charles, Cass Lake SM=St. Mary, Deer River 

Thursday Saturday 

St. Stephen, 

First Martyr 

3:30 Conf SJ 

4 Mass SJ 



Set up a one-time or recurring donation by fol-

lowing these three easy steps: 

1. Go to our websites listed on the front of the 

bulletin. Click on the Online Giving link. 

2. Select the collection you wish to donate to 

and click to make a donation. 

3. Enter your payment information. 

 

The Journey 

Advent comes along every year and will contin-

ue to do so until Jesus returns. As this season 

draws to a close, we can each ask ourselves, 

“Am I now any better a disciple of Jesus Christ 

and more of a steward of all my gifts than before 

the Advent season started?’ I have been on this 

earth for 40+ years. I have had 40+ Advents to 

draw closer to God and to work on taking more 

seriously my baptismal call. Some have gone 

better than others, but I would like to think my 

spiritual life progressed at least a small amount 

during each of them. 

Conversion is a process. Stewardship is about a 

way of living and it is about more than simply be-

ing generous when a situation calls for it. Stew-

ardship and conversion go hand-in-hand and 

we are always moving closer to holiness in Jesus 

Christ. Living in this way takes practice and com-

mitment. If this Advent didn’t go as you had 

hoped, remember is not really an end. It is just 

another step along your journey. 

This Christmas, while you are giving and receiv-

ing gifts and hopefully spending time with those 

you love, may you take the time to cherish the 

true gift that came to us over 2000 years ago 

and continues to call us to this day: Jesus. Let us 

be grateful beyond measure for this gift above 

all gifts, let us continue on our journey, and let 

our lives give testimony to the one who leads us.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS      ©LPi 
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WeeCare Stable 

 

There is an empty stable at St. Mary’s. To honor 

Baby Jesus please help us fill it with gently used 

and new baby and toddlers items for the 

WeeCare Closet in Deer River. Diapers, winter 

wear and boots are always in need. The Closet 

provides clothing and diapers for ages infant 

through 4. We will be collecting donated items 

through Epiphany. 

 

Sun. Dec. 13    1:30 pm   St. Agnes Walker 

 

Wed. Dec. 16  7 pm        St. Joseph Chishoilm 

 

Sun. Dec. 20   1 pm     Blessed Sacrament Hibbing 

Christmas Confessions 

 

Father KK will be offering extended confession 

opportunities leading up to Christmas. He will be 

available before and after Masses at St. Mary’s 

and St. Joseph’s, with the exception of no con-

fession at St. Mary’s on Sunday following Mass. 

He will be available before and after Sunday 

Mass at St. Charles. As always, confessions are 

available by appointment.  

2021 Contribution Envelopes 

 

The 2021 contribution envelopes are here. As 

these were ordered some time ago, there are 

envelopes for parishioners that have changed 

to online contributions. Please pick up your box 

as the second collection envelopes are includ-

ed. If you give online and do not want boxed 

envelopes, please notify the office so we can 

make these changes for next year. If you do not 

receive envelopes and would like to please 

contact the office. We have extra boxes availa-

ble. Contact office by phone, email, or drop a 

note in the collection basket located in the 

church. Thank you and God bless you for your 

continued financial support of our parishes.  



Mon Private Mass� Vernon & Carol Kostichka Bretl�

 

Tues. 8:30� Carl & Kim Reuter 

�

�

SM 

Wed. 8:30� Joseph Kuliske Jr & Family 

�

�

SM 

Thur. 4:00  � Gert Villeneuve  �

SJ 

Fri. 8:30� Ronald Kulisek Family�

SM 

Sat. 4:00  � People of Our Parish Cluster 

 

�

SJ 

Sun. 8:30 � Kathryn Johnson 

�

�

SM 

Sun. 11:00 � Mr. & Mrs. Donald Barta 

�

�

SC 

Fri. 11:00� Frank Zentek 

�

� SC 

Mass Intentions December 21—27 

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline �

1�800�273�8255 �

suicidepreventionlifeline.org�

Mass Intentions 

Giving the gift of a Mass is a wonderful way to 

celebrate a variety of occasions in the lives of 

your family and friends.  

You are able to submit Mass intentions through 

our online giving portal. Go to our parish websites 

listed on the front of the bulletin and click on  

online giving and follow the directions.  

The white imprinted Mass intention envelope 

available at the church is for the mass stipend 

and information pertaining to the Mass. Mass 

Cards are available for you to send to the recipi-

ent of the Mass intention if applicable. Mass sti-

pends are $10 per Mass.  

Holy Father’s December Prayer Intention      

We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ be nourished by the Word of God and a life 

of prayer.  

Retirement Fund for Religious 

 

Thanks for giving! “We are conscious of the great 

generosity of the many benefactors who support 

the Retirement Fund for Religious each year,” says 

a Catholic sister. “Support from the fund has been 

a tremendous blessing to our retired sisters.” Thank 

you for donating to last week’s second collection.  

For more information visit retiredreligious.org. 

Gospel Meditation Fourth Sunday of Advent 

In Blaise Pascal’s work, Pensees, he says: “What 

else does this craving, and this helplessness, pro-

claim but that there was once in man a true hap-

piness, of which all that now remains is the empty 

print and trace? This he tries in vain to fill with 

everything around him, seeking in things that are 

not there the help he cannot find in those that 

are, though none can help, since this infinite 

abyss can be filled only with an infinite and im-

mutable object; in other words by God himself.” 

We have a difficult time accepting that fulfill-

ment and happiness are not achieved by our 

own merits but through a relationship with God. 

We are hardwired for this relationship and it is in 

our DNA. The simple fact is that we come from 

God and are designed to return to God. If our 

beginning and our end define who we are, why 

would we not want to seek the One who can tru-

ly satisfy? The world does not realize that it is wait-

ing. It is waiting for the birth of God in time, within 

one’s soul and in eternity. We get so confused by 

seeking other momentary satisfactions that we 

misinterpret the hunger within. We crave God. 

The union of God and humanity, revealed in Je-

sus Christ, is precisely what sets us on a straight 

path, orders our relationships, establishes proper 

focus and goals and tells us whose kingdom we 

really are meant to serve. We are so lost. God is 

with us. The prophet Nathan told this to King Da-

vid, the angel said this to Mary and the birth of 

Christ brings this Good News to us. We do not 

need to be busily looking for more things but 

must learn to find contentment and blessing in 

the One Presence. This is the beautiful simple 

message of Advent! 

If you are feeling unsettled, anxious, angry, dis-

gruntled, disconnected, unhappy, worried, fear-

ful, off center, becoming overly self-indulgent, 

unable to spend time alone and without distrac-

tion, then there’s a good chance you are lost. 

Now is the time to allow God to find you! Ponder 

the holy simplicity of Mary’s call to be the Mother 

of God. “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. 

May it be done to me according to your word.” 

When we are helpless and at home with our 

emptiness, God will fill us. Our Savior has come.  

©LPi 



St. Charles Prayer Requests 

 

Ray Abuan, Gloria Beaudreau, Bev Benson, 

Rod Benson,  Charles Bush Jr., Michele Frazer, 

Alice Hickey, Beulah Holstein, Bob Karbowski,  

Daxtynn Kingbird, Bradley Kurtzell, Bernie 

Louks, Mike Morris, Maria & Ralph Patton, Ken 

& Evelyn Perrault,  Christine Stenger, Connie 

Suchon, Deana Thomas, Ken & Sharon Vogel, 

Susie Finn White, Ruth Wittner 

 

“Each day, in our heart, we face many choic-

es . . . If we look within ourselves, we can see 

two very different questions arising. One asks, 

“What do I feel like doing?” This question often 

proves misleading, since it suggests that what 

really counts is thinking about ourselves and 

indulging in our wishes and impulses. The ques-

tion that the Holy Spirit plants in our hearts is a 

very different one: not “What do you feel like 

doing?” but “What is best for you?” That is the 

choice we have to make daily: what do I feel 

like doing or what is best for me? This interior 

discernment can result either in frivolous 

choices or in decisions that shape our lives—it 

depends on us. Let us look to Jesus and ask 

him for the courage to choose what is best for 

us, to enable us to follow him in the way of 

love. And in this way to discover joy. To live, 

and not just get by.”    

Pope Francis-  Advent 2020 

Christmas Mass Schedule 

 

Christmas Eve 4 pm  St. Joseph 

Christmas Day 8:30 am St. Mary 

Christmas Day 11 am  St. Charles 

 

Solemnity of Mary, Holy Day of Obligation 

 

Thur. Dec. 31  4 pm  St. Joseph 

Fri. Jan. 1  8:30 am St. Mary 

Fri. Jan. 1  11 am  St. Charles 

Christmas Gifts 

Great events in and of themselves are not 

tangible. They occur in life but leave no mark 

behind, nothing that someone could come 

across and know that something significant 

occurred. So we mark the event with monu-

ments, holidays, gold watches or plaques, 

making a meaningful event tangible and 

memorable. 

Gifts at Christmas do the same thing. They 

mark the occasion of the birth of Jesus, com-

municating a bit of the joy of the day by al-

lowing us to be both giver and receiver. Gift-

giving sets aside the day as special and dif-

ferent. The special foods, customs, decora-

tions, and gifts all help focus our attention on 

the importance and meaning of the day and 

at the same time allow us to share personally 

in its joy and happiness. 

In giving gifts, though, we can share in the 

meaning of Christmas in a significant way. 

We imitate God in sharing with others. We 

give a bit of ourselves to others in the gifts we 

give, just as God gives us the gift of his Son. 

No wonder we often say that the best gifts 

are those that come from the heart. Given in 

love, these presents are wrapped in the best 

covering of all.    ©LPi 
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   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Mary & St. Charles, Deer River, MN A 4C 02-0949

Carroll
Funeral Home

Locally Owned by Carl & Angie Williams

Providing: Funeral Options,
Cremation Options

Pre-arrangements, and Monuments

Serving our neighbors since 1956

Deer River 246-8181
Bigfork 743-3960

Evans Electric Inc.
David Evans | Parishioner

Residential, Commercial 
and all of your Electrical Needs

[218] 246-2603

EEEElectriclectric
vansvans

7Up - A&W - Sunkist - Squirt 
Canada Dry - Bai - Core - High Brew 
1919 - Red Bull - Snapple - Coors  

Sam Adams - Mike’s - Whiteclaw - Corona 

Phone: 218-741-9061

• Cenex Convenience Store 
• Northern Star Foods 
• Propane 
• Bulk Petroleum

Deer River • Backus • Hill City • Littlefork • Long Prairie • Northome • Walker

Cooperative Services
218-246-8296

Stop in and check out lunch and dinner 
specials, our Taco Tuesday or Half Price 

Burgers on Wednesday.
We have gift certificates for that hard to buy for person

Call 246-9868246-9868 for take out 

AMERICAN AMERICAN 
DISPOSALDISPOSAL
Serving all of the Deer River, MN area

For all your trash and demolition needs 
Locally owned and operated 

Please call 218-246-8729 
Fax 218-246-2635

MR. FURNACE INC 

All your heating needs

218-328-6145

& HOME DEPOT EQUALS 0% FINANCING

(TO QUALIFIED BUYERS)

Maplewoods 
Assisted Living

Memory Care
40170 County Road 257 • Cohasset

218-999-9072

SAFARI 
LIQUOR
(218) 335-8527

708 Lyle Chisholm Dr. NW 
Cass Lake, MN

Established 1946 
High Quality 

Custom Ironwork
Railing & Spiral Stairs

Custom Wrought Iron
• Hand Rails • Driveway Gates 

• Security Bars & Grills 
• Repairs • Aluminum Welding

6511 160th St. N.W. • Cass Lake, MN 
www.cassmetalcraft.com

RICK BAIRD JEFF BAIRD 
(218) 766-1095 (218) 766-1096

FREE ESTIMATES 
218-335-2336

604 Lyle Chisholm Drive NW | Cass  Lake 
(218) 335-2249 

www.tealsmarket.com

Dickinson Realtors

Richard Phelps 
REALTOR 
218.766.5263

1085 Paul Bunyan Dr. N.W. 
Bemidji, MN 56601

 

Patty Dziuk 
Broker

218-259-1603 • pgs@mchsi.com
www.EowRealty.com

Gorden’s Tax Service
Payroll, Taxes, Accounting, 

Bookkeeping

16 First Ave. NE 
Deer River, MN 56636

Office: 246-8411
www.GordensTaxService.com

A family run business for 40 years 

Residential & Light Commercial 

(218) 246-2294

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR

Ignition • Fuel • Alternators
Starters and Computer

Diagnostic Service
Call Mike McLynn, Owner   |   (218) 326-6549

 

 

Collision Repair

Unibody/Frame Repair

Automotive Refinishing

328-5734
35030 Hwy 2 West 

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

341 Main Ave W • Deer River

S&S

246-2311

BOTTLE 
SHOP

BOTTLE BOTTLE 
SHOPSHOP

Deer River Office

(218) 246-2250

11 1st Ave NE #1
Deer River, MN 56636

www.circleoflifehc.com

210 2nd St. NW 
Cass Lake, MN 

218-335-4131

www.wbduluth.com

218-326-0404
605 NW 4th St 
Grand Rapids

www.newbeginningspregnancy.com

All Services are Free & 
Confidential

Questions? Ask our Nurse

partially funded by the MN Dept of Health

DEER RIVER LOCATION 
OPENING SOON

Cass Lake

50¢ OFF
a Blizzard

with coupon

(218) 751-2430

www.fnbbemidji.com

www.fnbbemidji.com  |  218-751-2430

www.fnbbemidji.com  |  218-751-2430

Contact Gina Shaughnessy to place an ad today! 
gshaughnessy@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2487


