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Catholic Churches of 

St. Mary, St. Joseph & St. Charles 

 Pastor: Fr. Kuriakose Nediakala MCBS (Fr. KK) 

St. Mary’s 

15 1st Ave NE 

Deer River, MN 

Mass 8:30 AM  Sunday	�

Daily Mass: 8:30 AM 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday  

 

St. Joseph 

51061 Wolf Drive 

Ball Club, MN 

Mass Saturday 4:00 PM  

 

St. Charles 

308 Central Ave N 

Cass Lake, MN  

Mass Sunday 11:00 AM 

Daily Mass: Thursday Noon  
 

Email 

stmarys@paulbunyan.net 

Fr. KK’s Email 

kkmcbs@gmail.com 
 

Website  

deerrivercatholic.com 

stcharleschurch.weconnect.com 
 

Mailing Address 

PO Box 98, Deer River, MN 56636 

Phone  

218-335-2359— Cass Lake 

218-246-8582/246-2517—Deer River 

 

Office Hours - Deer River 

Tuesday 9-3 

Friday 9-1 

January 10 - 16 
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10:30 Conf SC 

11 Mass  SC 
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3:30 Conf SJ 

4 Mass SJ 

 



GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

January 9, 2022 

The Baptism of the Lord 

“We are called to live our baptism every day, as new creatures, clothed in Christ.” 

— Pope Francis 

What reference point do you use when making decisions? Many times, impulse takes control 

and decisions are made based solely on emotion and desire. We all know that these types of 

decisions can often get us into trouble. When a person has a confident sense of who they are 

and a real understanding of what is important and of value, the likelihood of kneejerk impul-

sive choices diminishes. Baptism gives us what we need to make well informed and purpose-

ful decisions. By this simple gesture, God claims us as His own and provides us with the identity 

and purpose we need to properly live life. 

It is tremendously reassuring, when we truly embrace this revelation and realize that we no 

longer have to wonder about the purpose of our lives or struggle to find our way. The answer 

of who we are in God has been given to us. We no longer have to fumble around, trip over 

ourselves or walk aimlessly about. Issues surrounding the sacredness of life, the meaning of 

death, the protection of those most vulnerable, care for the weak and the poor, offering hos-

pitality to those in search of a home, the purpose and proper place of work, how to create a 

just social order, caring for creation, and understanding our roles as heralds and stewards are 

just a few of the wonderful gifts baptism brings. When we make decisions based on things 

such as these core Gospel truths we really act as Christ himself, revealing to others the new 

creations that we are. This is how we live our baptism. 

It is difficult to walk against the tide. Yet, that is precisely what baptism calls us to do. Alt-

hough we are sinners, in need of mercy and far from perfection we are called to order our 

life and make decisions based upon the wisdom and guidance of Almighty God. He alone is 

the one who can claim us as His sons and daughters. Standing up for our principles will not 

make us popular. But who ever said Christianity is a popularity contest? Baptism calls us to 

stand up for that which goes against the grain of secularism. Standing in line with other sin-

ners, we have our anchor to steady us in the tempests of life and God is very pleased. Forge 

ahead. There is nothing to fear.  ©LPi 

 



Mass Intentions January 10 - 16 

 
Mon Private Mass� Claudia Lyynen Ϯ�  

Tues. 8:30� Caleb, Ray, and Family� SM 

Wed. 8:30� Doug Huotari Ϯ� SM 

Thur. 8:30� Lauren Daigle Ϯ� SM 

Fri. 8:30� Dale and Dawn Evans� SM 

Sat. 4:00 � Gertrude Villeneuve Ϯ� SJ 

Sun. 8:30 � Richard Steinhoff Ϯ� SM 

Sun. 11:00 � For the people of our cluster 

parishes�

SC 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD 

IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

I Hope I Am Like Him 

“Who is this Christ? Is he like you?” 

Perhaps you’ve heard this story, often attributed 

to the life of St. Teresa of Calcutta. A sick man 

asked her this question, as he marveled at her 

tireless service to himself and others in the name 

of someone named Jesus Christ. 

“He is nothing like me,” the saint is said to have 

answered. “But I hope I am like him.” 

Though the authenticity of this exchange cannot 

be verified, its message rings perfectly true: all the 

value of our stewardship lies in its relativity to the 

one in whose name we perform it. 

Consider the figure of John the Baptist — a mag-

nificent, towering character even purely from a 

literary or historical perspective. A martyr who fed 

on wild locusts and boldly spoke truth to power — 

a man so great some mistook him for the Messiah. 

But why is he great? Because he prepared the 

way. All his accomplishments and escapades 

mean nothing if they are taken out of the context 

of salvation history. He only makes sense relative 

to Christ — and this is exactly as he wanted it. 

“One worthier than I is coming,” he insists. And 

because of that humility and that total embrace 

of God’s will, he is given one of the greatest hon-

ors in the New Testament — he baptizes the Son 

of God. 

Let’s examine our lives in the light of their relativity 

to Christ. How do we prepare the way? When 

Christ comes to us, what do we do? How do we 

leave ourselves open to be actors in God’s plan? 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  ©LPi 

 

St. Mary’s and St. Joseph’s Joint Parish Council  

 

 St. Mary’s and St. Joseph’s will have a Parish  

Council Meeting on Thursday, January 13th at 

9:00am.  If you are a Parish Council member at St. 

Mary’s or St. Joseph’s, please plan to attend this 

meeting. 

St. Mary’s and St. Joseph’s Religious Education 

 

There will be religious education classes this coming 

Wednesday, January 12.   

 2:30pm - 4:00pm   Grades K - 5 

 6:00pm - 7:00pm   Grades 6 - Confirmation 

St. Charles Parish Council  

 

There will be a Parish Council meeting today after 

Mass at St. Charles.  If you are a parish council  

member, please plan to attend.  Thank you.   

Anointing of the Sick or Pastoral Visit 

 

If you are ill or will be having surgery and would 

like to receive the Sacrament of the Sick, please 

call the Parish Office to set up a time to meet 

with Fr. KK.  If hospitalized, be sure to indicate you 

are Catholic upon hospital admittance. 
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The Baptism of Christ is not explained in Scrip-

ture.  We know it is connected in some way with 

our own baptism, because John told the multi-

tude, "I have baptized you with water; but he will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit." (Mk 1:8)  If John 

baptized with water only, Christ would baptize 

with the Holy Spirit.  But if Christ Himself would 

baptize, with a baptism far greater than John's, 

why did He have to be baptized by John at all?  

 

John's baptism was a sign of repentance, a sym-

bolic act by which the person baptized re-

nounced his sins.  But John knew Jesus had no sins 

to renounce or repent of.  And so he said, "I need 

to be baptized by you, and do you come to 

me?" (Mt 3:14)  But Christ insisted.  He said, "Thus it 

is fitting for us to fulfil all righteousness." (Mt 

3:15)  And so the question of why Christ had to be 

baptized can be put in these terms.   How did 

Christ's being baptized fulfil all righteousness?  

 

Baptism didn't begin with John the Baptist.  It was 

originally a Jewish rite, which symbolized a wash-

ing from unrighteousness through the renuncia-

tion of sin.  It was used until John's day for the 

cleansing of Gentiles who were converting to Ju-

daism.  John's baptism was revolutionary, in that 

he offered it to Jews -- meaning that they, no less 

than the Gentiles, needed to be cleansed of their 

sins.  They were no better than the Gentiles in 

conforming their lives to the will of God.  And this 

was a preparation for the teaching of Christ, that 

all mankind, Jew and Gentile alike, needs to 

come to Him for cleansing.   

In light of all this, why was it necessary for Christ 

Himself to undergo a rite that symbolized repent-

ance from sin?  He had no sins to renounce or 

repent of.  In being baptized, Christ renounced 

not His own sins, but the sins of mankind.  

 

As John himself said, Jesus is the Lamb of God, 

who takes away the sins of the world.  Our sins are 

taken away when God forgives us for them.  And 

one condition for God to forgive us our sins is that 

we atone for them, or pay for them.  Christ 

atoned for our sins by His death on the Cross.  But 

there is another condition for our sins to be forgiv-

en.  We have to repent of them.  

https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/baptism�of�the�lord�14232 
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Carroll
Funeral Home

Locally Owned by Carl & Angie Williams

Providing: Funeral Options,
Cremation Options

Pre-arrangements, and Monuments

Serving our neighbors since 1956

Deer River 246-8181
Bigfork 743-3960

Evans Electric Inc.
David Evans | Parishioner

Residential, Commercial 
and all of your Electrical Needs

[218] 246-2603

EEEElectriclectric
vansvans

7Up - A&W - Sunkist - Squirt 
Canada Dry - Bai - Core - High Brew 
1919 - Red Bull - Snapple - Coors  

Sam Adams - Mike’s - Whiteclaw - Corona 

Phone: 218-741-9061

Stop in and check out lunch and dinner 
specials, our Taco Tuesday or Half Price 

Burgers on Wednesday.
We have gift certificates for that hard to buy for person

Call 246-9868246-9868 for take out 

AMERICAN AMERICAN 
DISPOSALDISPOSAL
Serving all of the Deer River, MN area

For all your trash and demolition needs 
Locally owned and operated 

Please call 218-246-8729 
Fax 218-246-2635

MR. FURNACE INC 

All your heating needs

218-328-6145

& HOME DEPOT EQUALS 0% FINANCING

(TO QUALIFIED BUYERS)

Maplewoods 
Assisted Living

Memory Care
40170 County Road 257 • Cohasset

218-999-9072

Established 1946 
High Quality 

Custom Ironwork
Railing & Spiral Stairs

Custom Wrought Iron
• Hand Rails • Driveway Gates 

• Security Bars & Grills 
• Repairs • Aluminum Welding

6511 160th Street NW • Cass Lake 
www.cassmetalcraft.com

RICK BAIRD JEFF BAIRD 
(218) 766-1095 (218) 766-1096

FREE ESTIMATES 
218-335-2336

Don’t forget about our 1% rebate program

Don’t forget about our 1% rebate program.
(218) 335-2249 

www.tealsmarket.com

Dickinson Realtors

Richar d Phelps 
REALTOR 
218.766.5263

1085 Paul Bunyan Dr. N.W. 
Bemidji, MN 56601

 

Patty Dziuk 
Broker

218-259-1603 • pgs@mchsi.com
www.EowRealty.com

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR

Ignition • Fuel • Alternators
Starters and Computer

Diagnostic Service
Call Mike McLynn, Owner   |   (218) 326-6549

 

 

Collision Repair

Unibody/Frame Repair

Automotive Refinishing

328-5734
35030 Hwy 2 West 

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

218-326-0404
605 NW 4th St 
Grand Rapids

www.newbeginningspregnancy.com

All Services are Free & 
Confidential

Questions? Ask our Nurse

partially funded by the MN Dept of Health

DEER RIVER LOCATION 
OPENING SOON

(218) 751-2430

www.fnbbemidji.com

www.fnbbemidji.com  |  218-751-2430

www.fnbbemidji.com  |  218-751-2430

218-246-8296
• Cenex Convenience Store 
• Northern Star Market Place 
• Propane  • Bulk Petroleum

Deer River • Backus • Hill City • Littlefork  
Long Prairie • Northome • Walker

AUTO 
LIFE 

HEALTH 
BUSINESS

GRAND RAPIDS 
Free No Obligation Quote

(218) 327-1854 | www.gismn.com

BOWSTRING STORE
TIM & CHRIS SCHULTZ

218-832-3123 
46023 State HWY 6

WE HAVE IT ALL -
Gas • Grocery • Hunting & Fishing 
Supplies • Hardware • Plumbing 

Automotive • Live Bait

Deer River 
Floral & Gifts

115 Main Ave. E Deer River, MN

Full Service Florist
218-246-8653

604 NW 1st Ave. 
Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Office: 326-9693
www.goaccurant.com

GORDEN

Tax & Accounting

 Jenelle &  
Jarrod Mankie

(218) 547-3323
114 Tianna Dr. • Walker, MN 

www.northernpeace.com
Lic.M-3483

Central MN’s Provider of Concrete & Masonry Products

Commercial & Residential Landscaping

(218) 328-6296 
Cohasset, MN 

WWthompson.com

326-4319
203 NE 5 St. 

Grand Rapids
www.achesontire.com 

Your dream is out there.  
go get it. we’ll protect it.

BRYAN SCHLICHT  
AGENCY, INC.
Bus: 218-326-8591
bryanschlichtinsurance.com

American Family Mutural Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
American Family Insrance Company Home Office - Madison, WI 5383 
©2012 006441 - 9/12

American LegionAmerican Legion

407 Front St., Walker 407 Front St., Walker 
218-547-1011218-547-1011

Gaming Licenses 105 & 115Gaming Licenses 105 & 115

Bar Bingo:  Tuesdays 6pmBar Bingo:  Tuesdays 6pm

Meat Raffles: Fri 6pm  Meat Raffles: Fri 6pm  
 & Sun 3:30pm  & Sun 3:30pm 
Pull Tabs Available 7 Days a WeekPull Tabs Available 7 Days a Week

WALKER

Contact Steve Swenson to place 
an ad today! sswenson@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x5815


