
844 S Gregg Road, 

PO Box 1920, Nixa, MO 65714 

January 8, 2017 

Epiphany of The Lord St. Francis of Assisi                                     

Catholic Church 
 

 

Contacts

Office .......... …………………….417-725-1975 

Website ............................... stfrancisnixa.org 

Email..................... office@stfrancisnixa.org 
 

Parish Staff 

Msgr. Tom E. Reidy……….…….……………..……….….Pastor 

Fr. Colby Elbert………………….……...……Associate Pastor 

Fr. Mike McDevitt………………...……..Priest in Residence 

Deacon Gary Steffes…………………………..….………Deacon 

Deacon Gary Steffes…… .Director of Religious Education 

Renee Truby …..…Coordinator of  Religious Education          

Debbie Durham….………………………....…...Music Director 

Sheri Duncan……………...………….………….Office Manager 
 

Support Volunteers 

Tracy King & Kent Welch…………………..…....……...R.C.I.A. 

Patty Haddock …………………………....….....Youth Director 

Janet Morehead…………….............Website Administrator 

John Rispoli ……….………...….Technology Administrator 
 

Weekend Masses 

Sunday ...............................................  9:30 a.m. 

Saturday ...........................................   5:30 p.m. 
 

Weekday Mass 

Wednesday — 6:30 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday ............................................. 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Anointing of Sick 
Contact parish office for appointment. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact parish office at least six months prior to 

possible date. 
 

Baptism Preparation 

By appointment. Contact Parish Office  

 
 

                      Parish Mission    
     St. Francis of Assisi Parishioners of Nixa, Missouri, 
being open to the workings of the Holy Spirit, are 
called to be a welcoming community formed around 
the Eucharist, a people of prayer serving their faith 
through their principle of Christian stewardship. 

April 25, 2021 

4th Sunday of Easter 

 

844 S Gregg Road, 

PO Box 1920, Nixa, MO 65714 

Living the Liturgy 
   The cornerstone is the first stone that is laid and the stone that 
not only determines how the other stones are placed but the posi-
tion of the entire structure. As human beings, we need a corner-
stone or reference point so that our lives can be properly placed 
and positioned. Our cornerstone determines not only how we see 
ourselves but who we will become. Without a cornerstone or ref-
erence point, we will be disconnected, disoriented, and poorly 
positioned for effective action in our world. In order to be the 
children of God we are, Jesus Christ needs to be our cornerstone 
and the reference point for all that we do. He alone is the Good 
Shepherd who can guide through life’s questions and challenges, 
bringing us to proper pasture. Without this proper base, we can 
easily fall into the trap of self-aggrandizement and quickly lose 
our way. If that happens, then moral principles, proper conduct, 
justice, wisdom, and virtue will be difficult to find. We need to 
listen to the right voices and allow God to show us how to build 
our house well. Salvation only comes from God and only God will 
protect us, no matter the cost.  
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Lost and Found 
   If you have lost an item at church, Please check for 
your items in the ushers stand in the gathering 
space.    

April                                                                       Sunday 
                     

25 

4th Sunday of Easter 
World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
9:00 a.m. Rosary 
9:30 a.m. Mass 
Recognition of Graduating  
     High School Seniors 
10:45 a.m. Youth & Adult Faith Formation Classes 
6:00 p.m. 1st Communion Parent Meeting 

                                                                      Monday 

26 
6:30 p.m. Book Study Zoom Meeting 

                                                                      Tuesday 

27 
 

                                                               Wednesday     

28 
7:00 a.m. Early Risers 
6:30 p.m. Mass 
7:00 p.m. Stewardship Council Meeting 

                                                          Thursday 

29 
1:00—4:00 p.m. Loving Stitches 

                                                               Friday 

30 
 

May                                                                Saturday 

1 
DDF Weekend 
7:00 a.m. Early Risers 
5:00 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation 
5:00 p.m. Rosary 
5:30 p.m. Mass 

                                                             Sunday 

2 
5th Sunday of Easter 
9:00 a.m. Rosary 
9:30 a.m. Mass & May Crowning 
10:45—11:00 a.m. Coffee & Donuts 
11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m Youth & Adult Faith  
       Formation Classes 
12:00 p.m. Youth Group Meeting 

Sharing Our Talent 
Sunday, May 2. 2021, 9:30 a.m. 

Liturgical Ministries 

Mass Facilitator ......................................................................... Virginia Pojar 

Sacristan ................................................................................................ Chris Kahl 

Altar Servers ........... Kylie Hurt   Chelsey Kauffman   Ethan Beavers    

Rosary ............................................................................................... Divine Mercy 

Children’s Liturgy ....................................................................... Renee Truby 

Children’s Assistant ....................................................... Faith Helterbrand 

Reader 1 ............................................................................................. Joe Schmitz 

Reader 2 ................................................................................................ Joy Steffes 

General Intercessor ................................................................... John Rispoli 

Extraordinary Minister O’Reilly Room .............................. Chris Kahl 

Music Leader .......................................................................... Debbie Durham 

Ushers/Greeters:    

      Dana Elwell—Lead Randy Sehie 

      NEED   Andrew Sehie 

Hospitality: 

      Barbara Rogers  Cliff Gorman 

      Joy Steffes  NEED 

Donut Hero:  Barbara Rogers 

Money Counters Ministry: 

      NEED             NEED                Mike Ecker 

Laundry Ministry :  Joanne Baltz 

Building Cleaning: Team # 

Plant Care:: Joy Steffes 
 

Liturgical Ministers ~ Saturday, May 1, 7:00 p.m. 
Mass Facilitator/Sacristan ............................................. Rose Kuppinger 

Server…. ................................................................................................. .. Jeff Chan 

Reader 1 ........................................................................................ Sandra Sarnes 

Reader 2 ............................................................................................ Marie Shade 

General Intercessor ............................................................... Sandra Sarnes 

Usher(s): ........................................................... Harold Sarnes & Joe Sarnes 

Rosary ................................................................................................. Chan Family 

Music............................................................................................. Jessica Durham 

Pray the Rosary on Saturday 

May 1st,  5:00—5:15 p.m. 

   This is done the first Saturday of each month. If 

you would like to help lead the Rosary, please con-

tact Jennifer at chanjen@mac.com or 480-225-

0857. We continue having Rosary every Sunday, 9-

9:15 a.m.  

Youth Group News 

7th—12th Graders 

 

YOUTH MEETING 

     Sunday, May 2nd at Noon 

    

Questions, sign-up for an event, contact Coordina-

tor: Patty Haddock, 417-230-5999,  or email at  

pattycatkes1189@gmail.com.   
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Coffee and Donuts Back May 2nd 

   Please join us after Sunday Mass for coffee 

and donuts. It is a great way to meet new 

people, enjoy fellowship with all parishioners. Donuts 

delivered by Donut Hero! 

World Day  of Prayer for Vocations 

Sunday, April 25th 

   Today marks the 58th anniver-

sary of the World Day of Prayer 

for Vocations. The purpose of this 

day is to publicly fulfill the Lord’s 

instruction to “Pray the Lord of 

the harvest to send laborers into 

his harvest.” (Mt 9:38; Lk 10:2) As a climax to a pray-

er that is continually offered throughout the Church, 

it affirms the primacy of faith and grace in all that 

concerns vocations to the priesthood and to the con-

secrated life. While appreciating all vocations, the 

Church concentrates its attention this day on voca-

tions to the ordained ministries (priesthood and di-

aconate), consecrated life in all its forms (male and 

female religious life, societies of apostolic life, conse-

crated virginity), secular institutes in their diversity 

of services and membership, and to the missionary 

life.  

Diocesan Development Fund (DDF) 

May 1-2, 2021 

     The annual Diocesan Development 

Fund (DDF) appeal is conducted in eve-

ry parish of the diocese to finance the 

activities and programs of the Catholic 

Church in southern Missouri. Our par-

ish goal is $34,296. We ask you to keep 

the DDF campaign in your prayers.   

     Please fill out your DDF pledge card 
clearly and completely.   PLEASE use the 
card you received in the mail if at all pos-
sible.  The parish takes in the initial pay-

ment/ pledge cards to keep track of how we are pro-
gressing toward our parish goal.  
     If you are making a payment by check when you 
submit your pledge card, make check payable to St. 
Francis of Assisi. 
     You can also make a payment using a credit card, 
please complete all information on the back of the 
pledge card.  
     If you are making a pledge commitment to be paid 
over time, all subsequent payments need to be made 
payable to DDF and sent directly to the  
Diocesan office NOT to the parish office. The  
Diocesan office will send you payment reminders in 
the mail.  
          Your DDF contributions are not noted on your 
annual contribution statements since it is not a con-
tribution to the parish. You will need to keep a per-
sonal record for tax reporting.    

May Crowning 

     On Sunday, May 2nd, the chil-

dren in the Faith Formation clas-

ses of the Parish will participate 

in a traditional Roman Catholic 

ritual, May Crowning. A stature of the Blessed Virgin 

is crowned with a garland or crown of flowers hon-

oring Mary as “the Queen of May”.  The procession 

and ensuing crowning with flowers will honor Mary 

as the Mother of the Son of God.  Since medieval 

times, we have had the combination between Mary 

and the month of May. May is considered the season 

of the beginning of new life.  “May Crowning” marks 

a new spiritual season. Our Mary, Queen of heaven 

and earth, lifted us right out of the last long, cold 

days of winter and firmly planted our hearts in the 

warm and promising soil of spring.  

Have you seen our new parish newsletter? 
   The first issue of the new St. Francis of Assisi parish 
newsletter is out! Some of you already received an 
email from LPi, our bulletin publisher, with a sneak 
preview to it. We want to be sure the newsletter 
reaches all registered parishioners so we’re mailing 
a print version to everyone. Look for it in your mail-
box this week! A digital version can be found on our 
parish website at stfrancisnixa.org.  
   Our focus with this new quarterly publication is on 
our parishioners and the many ways they find to 
serve the Lord and each other. We hope you’ll enjoy 
reading these stories and be inspired by them. You 
might learn more about a group or ministry you’ve 
heard about or find out about a program you missed. 
We’ll include regular features like Who’s in the Pews 
and Funny Church Signs. Always, our hope is to draw 
us closer as a community of Catholics in Nixa. 
   Let us know what you like and dislike by contacting 
one of our team members, below. Our next issue is 
scheduled for July. 
   Newsletter Team: Editors--Ann Elwell, Deacon 
Gary Steffes, Karen Wegand 
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Preparing for Mass 
     Kneel or sit quietly before Mass: We do this so 
we can pray, medi-
tate, and properly 
prepare ourselves for 
the beauty and splen-
dor of the Mass, and 
to be considerate of 
those around us, who 
are also in contemplation of this awesome reality.  
     To help our Parish achieve this quiet prayer time 
before Mass, we ask parishioners to leave the gath-
ering space at 9:20 a.m. to be seated.  

 

 

    
   To be good stewards we must be good shepherds, 
willing to lay down our lives for those committed to 
our care, not mere hired hands who run off, “leaving 
the sheep to be snatched and scattered by the wolf.” 

Sunday, April 25th 

9:30 a.m. .. .............. ..St. Francis of Assisi Parish Family 

Wednesday, April 28th 

6:30 p.m.  .................................................……….…. † Angela Happ 

Saturday,  May 1st 

7:00 p.m.   ................................................. ……….…. † Marty Pojar 

Sunday, May 2nd 

9:30 a.m.  .................. St. Francis of Assisi Parish Family 

Readings for Week of April 25, 2021 

Sunday 

Acts 4:8-12/Ps 118:1,8-9,21-23, 26,28-29/1 Jn 3:1-2/

Jn 10:11-18 

Monday 

Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3-4/Jn 10:1-10 

Tuesday 

Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1-7/Jn 10:22-30 

Wednesday 

Acts 12:24—13:5/Ps 67:2-3, 5-6,8/Jn 12:44-50 

Thursday 

Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25, 27/Jn 13:16-20 

Friday 

Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-11/Jn 14:1-6 

Saturday 

Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1-4/Jn 14:7-14 

St. Joseph the Worker: Gn 1:26—2:3/Ps 90:2-4, 12-

14, 16/Mt 13:54-58 

Next Sunday 

Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-28, 30-32/1 Jn 3:18-24/ 

Jn 15:1-8 

Question of the Week 

John 10:11-18 

 

Key Passage: Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. A 
good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 
Question: Whom are you shepherding in your life 
right now and who is shepherding you? 
Children: Who has been like a shepherd to you by 
their example? 

Adult Faith Formation Opportunities    

Bishop Robert Barron’s Catholicism 

   Adult Formation will meet to complete Bishop 

Robert Barron’s video study on Catholicism.  This 

study explains what we believe and why, so that pa-

rishioners can come to t deeper understanding of 

the Catholic Faith.   
  
May 2—Lesson 10 
World Without End:  The Last Things 
This lesson explores the Church’s conviction that 

life here and now is preparation for an extraordi-
nary world that is yet to come—a supernatural des-
tiny. Bishop Barron presents the Catholic view of 
death, judgment, heaven, hell, and purgatory. 

   Questions, contact Joy Steffes,  
joy_steffes@yahoo.com or 660-651-1779 

   First Communion 
 

On Sunday, May 9, at the 9:30 

a.m. Mass, 6 children will receive 

their first communion. This is a 

significant event for them, their 

families and for our parish. Eu-

charist is central to our faith life. 

For these children, it is another step in their initia-

tion as they join us at the table of the Lord. Let it be 

a time for us to make a renewed commitment to 

regular attendance at Sunday Mass and a renewed 

appreciation for the gift of the Eucharist. Please 

pray for these children and their families as they 

experience the nourishment from the Body and 

Blood of Christ.  
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Youth Faith Formation News 

Renee Truby, CRE 

cre@stfrancisnixa.org 

    

Youth Faith Formation 

Classes 

   Sunday, May 2 will be the last class for 

Youth Faith Formation until Fall. Please 

take time to thank our volunteers that 

provided classes for our Youth.  

 Pre K-K    Kelli Roberts 

               1st-2nd    Renee Truby 

` 3rd-4th    Joe & Kelly Schmitz 

 5th-6th      Jessica Silvey & Alyssa Underwood 

 7th-12th   Randy Sehie & Deacon Gary 

                   and Julie Clarke as our sub. 

   If you would like to help with next year’s program, 

please contact Renee Truby.  We would love to have 

assistants as well as teachers in rooms to help. 

 

Vacation Bible School  

   We are looking for a few teens 

and adults to help the week of 

June 13-17th. Vacation Bible 

School for all Catholic Parishes in 

the area will be held in the evenings at SEAS, and 

children through the 5th grade from St. Francis par-

ish are invited.   

   Adult Volunteers are needed. Teens volunteers can 

use this as service hours. If you would like to volun-

teer to help with Vacation Bible School, contact 

Renee Truby.  

 

Camp- Re-NEW-ALL  
Registration OPEN  Now  
   Camp is open to  5th-9th grad-
ers in the fall.  Camp facilities are limited to 50% of 
normal capacity. Register NOW!  
   Staff applications are being accepted for high 
school staff going into 10th-12th grade and adult 
staff.   
     For more information and to register go to  
https://dioscg.org/camp-re-new-all/ 
or call Katie at Catholic Center, 417-866-0841 

 
       
   Please contact Renee Truby if you are not a part 

of the St. Francis of Assisi Faith Formation Group on 

Facebook.  Here you will find lesson plans, family 

activities, updates, etc. 

Ministries Opportunities  

MANY NEED HELP NOW! 

 

We have a ministry positions that 

need to be filled. See list below of  

description and who can serve. 
 

Parish Social Activities Coordinator: Oversee plan-

ning of parish events while working with individuals 

who help chair events. Events include Parish Kick-

off, St. Francis Feast Day, Easter Egg Hunt, etc. You 

can plan new events too. Adult 
 

Children’s Liturgy Leaders:  Watch a video with a 

brief lesson for children grades 1-3 during Mass. Ma-

terials provided. High school youth or adults. 
 

Parish Decorating Coordinator: Develop the look of 

our worship and gathering spaces during the sea-

sons of the Church year (Christmas, Easter Ordinary 

Time), Coordinator(s) oversee/provide instruction 

and materials for volunteers  to decorate.  Purchase/

Order plants, materials as needed. Assist with plant 

care. Adult. 
 

General Intercessor:  Read the prayers of the faith-

ful at Mass. High school youth or adults 
 

Saturday Liturgical Ministers:  We need adult serv-

ers,  readers, usher, etc. for Saturday Mass. High 

school youth or adults 
 

Ushers/Greeters:  We need people to greet parish-

ioners as they arrive, assist with doors during  and 

after Mass. Assist in straightening pews when done. 

Youth Grade 5 and older, adults. 
 

Donut Hero:  Pick up donuts and bring to church be-

fore Sunday Mass. 
 

Coffee/Donut Server:  Make coffee and set up do-

nuts on Sunday, serving after Mass and cleaning up. 
 

Money Counters: Work with a Finance Council mem-

ber to count offertory collections after Sunday Mass. 

Teams alternate and count about every 6 weeks. 

Training provided. Adults. 

 

 

Please prayerfully consider helping. Contact Parish 

Office, email: office@stfrancisnixa.org or call Sheri 

Duncan at 417-838-7474, if you can help. 
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Our Gifts to God    

Week of April 18, 2021 

 

Operating Fund 

Envelopes...………………………………………….$3,455 

Plate......................................................................... $120 

ACH .......................................................................... $2,038 

Total ........................................................................ $5,613 
 

Monthly Receipts Needed .............................. $20,511 

Received  ............................................................... $18,872 

Needed for Month ........................................... $1,639 
 

Building Fund  

Balance Forward  ............................................... $18,876 

Received  this week…………………… ............. $843 

Total Received Month ............................... $3,303 

Balance Checking ............................................ $22,179 

 

Building Trust Fund at Diocese…………….$205,635 

Total Building Funds………………………...$227,814 

Welcome! 
We extend our hands and hearts in Christian  

fellowship to you ,whether longtime residents or 
newly arrived in the parish.  If you are not registered, 

please fill out the form below and place in the  
collection basket or mail to the Parish office. Or visit 

our website, www.stfrancisnixa.org  for a  
New Member Registration Form 

 

Name  ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Address _________________________________________________________  
 

City ______________________________        Zip _____________________  
 

Phone __________________________Email_________________________ 

  

  

Title: What’s Your Intention? 

   Treasury Intention Weekend has arrived! If you 
haven’t already filled out your Treasure Intention 

form, please do it today. The amount is not nearly as 
important as demonstrating our recognition of God’s 
blessings and discerning and showing a willingness 
to give something back. The form is available online 

at https://tinyurl.com/SFATreasure.   

Confidence in Princes 
   Have you ever confided your problems to a friend, 
only to get the answer, “have you prayed about it as 
much as you’ve talked about it?” 
   Like all good advice, it can really irritate the recipi-
ent at first. Here I am, vulnerable and wounded, un-
loading my problems, and this joker tries to load 
them right back up and ship them off to Someone 
with a higher pay grade. 
   But again, like all good and irritating advice, it 
rings true if you sit and think about it. 
Sure, venting is helpful. We all need that friend or 
family member who can listen to our problems. But 
if we ever start to think that person can solve them, 
it’s a good sign that we’re losing perspective. 
   Are you looking to the world for an answer? Are 
you looking in the mirror, expecting to find a solu-
tion to your problems? Are you expecting happiness, 
peace, contentment or justice to come from any 
place other than God? 
   “It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to put 
confidence in princes,” the Psalms tell us. Well, I’ve 
never put much confidence in princes. But when it 
comes to problems, I often find myself telling God to 
take a step back — “I’ve got this.” 
   It’s tough to pray about any problem as much as 
you talk about it. We want so badly to tackle the is-
sue ourselves. But I’ll let you in on a secret: it 
doesn’t matter what the question is, we don’t have 
the answer. Take it to the One who does. 

                                            — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Altar Servers and Training 

   We always welcome Altar Servers.   

If you will be a 4th grader next school 

year OR older, you have been baptized 

and received 1st Communion, then 

you can be an Altar Server. 

   If you would like to find out more 

about this ministry or have been an Altar Server in 

our parish and not received training this year, Dea-

con Gary will offer training on May 15, 16, 22 or 

23. Contact Deacon Gary for details, 660-651-1779 

dre@stfrancisnixa.org  

   As an Altar Server, it is a privilege to kneel so close 

to the altar. You have a place of honor at Mass, be-

cause you assist the Priest in many ways. Your ser-

vice and commitment are signs of your faith and 

your love for God. 



7 Page | St. Francis of Assisi 

Diocesan Perpetual Adoration at Holy Trinity  
Please observe mask and social distancing. 

Adoration Hours: Weekdays 1pm-5pm   
Adorers Needed 

Tuesday, Friday 3pm-4pm  
Join our substitute list to experience  

the peace of adoration. 
Please call Marilyn Gibson at 417-224-4043 to sign 

up for the Diocesan Perpetual Adoration.    

Employment Opportunities 

   Springfield Catholic Schools is accept-

ing applications for the following posi-

tions for the 2021-2022 school year: 
 Immaculate Conception and St. Agnes 

  Part-time Nurse 

Nurse Certification Practicing Catholic Virtus Certification 

        Springfield Catholic Schools  

 Paraprofessional (Teacher’s Aide)  

   To learn more about any of these positions, and/or 

submit an application, please go to scspk12.org and 

click “About,” select “Employment Opportunities,” 

and then select the desired position.  

Project Graduation for Catholic High School 

   Following graduation on May 14th, 96 seniors par-
ents will host an all night Project Graduation. Fund-
ing is solely from parents and the community. Please 
consider making a contribution for the success of 
the evening. Checks may be made payable to SCHS 
Project Graduation 2021 and mailed to SCHS attn: 
Project Graduation, 2340 S Eastgate, Springfield, MO 
65809. You may also donate online by credit card at 
https://scs.revtrak.net/springfield-catholic-high-
school/pg/ . The Class of 2021 sincerely appreciates 
your financial and prayerful support for Project 
Graduation and the graduates.  

Springfield Catholic  

High School Musical 

Little Women 

 

   Performance dates are Friday, April 30 and Satur-
day May 1 at 7:00 p.m. Sunday, May 2 at 2:00 p.m. 
   Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for students. Call 
St Agnes parish office at 417 831-3565. 

Urgent need for LifeHouse! 
Ladies, imagine being pregnant and without  

transportation to get to the doctor.  
LifeHouse Crisis Maternity Home is close to capaci-
ty, with more mothers and children than ever be-

fore, which means that we need more volunteers to 
provide transportation to and from appointments, 

work, and daycare.   
Could YOU step up & offer a little of your time to 

make a big difference in the lives of the mothers and 
babies of LifeHouse.  For more information about 
becoming a transportation volunteer, contact Jill 

Bryant at jbryant@ccsomo.org or call  
417-720-4213. 

Volunteer at LifeHouse 
LifeHouse is restarting our childcare program and is 
looking for women who want to hold babies! We 
have chosen Tuesdays at 5:30-7:30 pm, and Thurs-
days at 9:00-11:00 am. Please contact Jill Bryant at 
417-720-4213 or jbryant@ccsomo.org 

Blood Drive  

May 14, 1:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. 

   The Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary will 

sponsor a blood drive on Friday,  May 14, 1:00—

6:00 p.m. on the parking lot. You can make a differ-

ence.  

   Please sign up to get a convenient time for yourself. 

Call Virginia Pojar, 417-494-4977. 
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Document Solutions
of Springfield, Inc.

 

883-2416
Greg & Lisa Tigges 

1736 E. Sunshine, #100 
Springfield, MO 65804
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Quality Work, Honest Prices

417-209-0655
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(417) 882-0740 Office • (417) 770-1309 Cell • Springfield, MO 
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Darrell E. Hinkebein, Field Agent
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