
844 S Gregg Road, 

PO Box 1920, Nixa, MO 65714 

January 8, 2017 

Epiphany of The Lord St. Francis of Assisi                                     

Catholic Church 
 

 

Contacts

Office .......... …………………….417-725-1975 

Website ............................... stfrancisnixa.org 

Email..................... office@stfrancisnixa.org 
 

Parish Staff 

Msgr. Tom E. Reidy……….…….……………..……….….Pastor 

Fr. Colby Elbert………………….……...……Associate Pastor 

Fr. Mike McDevitt………………...……..Priest in Residence 

Deacon Gary Steffes…………………………..….………Deacon 

Deacon Gary Steffes…… .Director of Religious Education 

Renee Truby …..…Coordinator of  Religious Education          

Debbie Durham….………………………....…...Music Director 

Sheri Duncan……………...………….………….Office Manager 
 

Support Volunteers 

Tracy King & Kent Welch…………………..…....……...R.C.I.A. 

Patty Haddock …………………………....….....Youth Director 

Janet Morehead…………….............Website Administrator 

John Rispoli ……….………...….Technology Administrator 
 

Weekend Masses 

Sunday ...............................................  9:30 a.m. 

Saturday ...........................................   5:30 p.m. 
 

Weekday Mass 

Wednesday — 6:30 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday ............................................. 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Anointing of Sick 
Contact parish office for appointment. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 

Contact parish office at least six months prior to 

possible date. 
 

Baptism Preparation 

By appointment. Contact Parish Office  

 
 

                      Parish Mission    
     St. Francis of Assisi Parishioners of Nixa, Missouri, 
being open to the workings of the Holy Spirit, are 
called to be a welcoming community formed around 
the Eucharist, a people of prayer serving their faith 
through their principle of Christian stewardship. 

May 16, 2021 

The Ascension of The Lord 

 

844 S Gregg Road, 

PO Box 1920, Nixa, MO 65714 

Living the Liturgy 
   The one who came from heaven now returns to heaven. Today 
celebrates the completion of the Divine-human story. When God 
became one like us, humanity was divinely kissed. The message 
was clear: mortal human beings, once seen as insignificant and 
expendable, radiated with the presence of God and revealed the 
intimacy of the Divine Mystery. The poor were raised up and giv-
en dignity, the sick healed, and justice proclaimed. The human 
story is understood as a partnership, a true and new covenant, 
celebrating a love relationship between all created beings and 
things and their Creator. Jesus now sits at the right hand of the 
Father as the Christ of God. In this ascended state, we see what we 
are all meant to become and have before us the transformed life 
that awaits all of creation. While we are still moaning and ex-
pressing sighs of incompleteness as we continue our journey, we 
see and know the glory that awaits us and the inheritance that 
will one day satisfy the longing of our souls. This feast of the As-
cension is truly a celebration that can bolster our faith, deepen 
our love and renew our hope.  
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Lost and Found 
   If you have lost an item at church, Please check for 
your items in the ushers stand in the gathering 
space.    

Flowers for the Sanctuary  

   Flowers in the sanctuary always 

looks so beautiful You can provide 

flowers by remembering loved ones 

or celebrating special occasions.  A 

minimum donation of $40 is asked 

for the florist. Your intention will be acknowledged 

in the bulletin. 

     Select a date that you wish to provide flowers.  

Place your donation in envelope marked “Flowers” 

with the date you selected and place in offering bas-

ket. Questions, contact parish office. 

May                                                                       Sunday 
                     

16 

The Ascension of the Lord 
7th Sunday of Easter 
9:00 a.m. Rosary 
9:30 a.m. Mass 
After Mass Coffee & Donuts 
Altar Server Training 

                                                                      Monday 

17 
6:30 p.m. Book Study Zoom Meeting 

                                                                      Tuesday 

18 
 

                                                               Wednesday     

19 
7:00 a.m. Early Risers 
6:30 p.m. Mass 
7:00—9:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration 
7:00 p.m. Parish Council Meeting 

                                                          Thursday 

20 
1:00—4:00 p.m. Loving Stitches 

                                                               Friday 

21 
 

                                                                Saturday 

22 
7:00 a.m. Early Risers 
Altar Server Training 
5:00 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation 
5:30 p.m. Mass 

                                                             Sunday 

23 
Pentecost ~ Wear Red 
Celebration of 50th Anniversary of 
Ordination for Fr. Mike McDevitt 
9:00 a.m. Rosary 
9:30 a.m. Mass followed by Celebration 
After Mass Coffee and Donuts 
Altar Server Training 

Sharing Our Talent 
Sunday, May 23, 2021, 9:30 a.m. 

Liturgical Ministries 

Mass Facilitator ............................................................................... Tracy King 

Sacristan ....................................................................................... Kaitlyn Rispoli 

Altar Servers ............... Spencer Pojar    Ethan Pojar    Arianna Baker    

Rosary ............................................................................................... Jim Lukavsky 

Children’s Liturgy .......................................................... Alyssa Underwood 

Children’s Assistant ....................................................... Faith Helterbrand 

Reader 1 ...................................................................................... Helen Krudwig 

Reader 2 .................................................................................... Rose Kuppinger 

General Intercessor .............................................................. Larry Krudwig 

Extraordinary Minister O’Reilly Room ..................... Kaitlyn Rispoli 

Music Leader .......................................................................... Debbie Durham 

Ushers/Greeters:    

      Mark Schweiss—Lead Kylie Hurt 

      Regina Schweiss Austin Schweiss 

Hospitality: 

      Don Schortgen  Jean Stehle 

       Noah & Julie Helterbrand 

Donut Hero:  Larry & Rosie Brookner 

Money Counters Ministry: 

      Danny Marra     Toni Marra     Tracy King 

Laundry Ministry :  Joanne Baltz 

Building Cleaning: Team #3 (May 25) 

   Julie & John Clarke   Toni & Danny Marra   Melinda Johnmeyer 

                                    Jennifer & Frank Wittmers    

                     Jean Stehle   Carrie Bellm  Natalie Murphy 

Plant Care:: Joy Steffes 
 

Liturgical Ministers ~ Saturday, May 22, 5:30 p.m. 
Mass Facilitator/Sacristan ......................................................... Chris Kahl 

Server…. .......................................................................................................... NEED 

Reader 1 .......................................................................................... Jim Lukavsky 

Reader 2 ............................................................................................ Marie Shade 

General Intercessor ................................................................... Marie Shade 

Usher(s): ..................................................................... Linda & Terry Howard 

Music............................................................................................. Jessica Durham 
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50th Anniversary of Priesthood Ordination 

Sunday, May 23 for Fr. Mike McDevitt 

   Make plans to help celebrate  

Fr. Mike McDevitt’s Golden Jubilee 

on Sunday, May 23rd.  Fr. Mike 

was ordinate on May 22, 1971 by 

Bishop Baum on the feast of  

St. Rita, his father’s patron saint, 

at St. Thomas More Catholic 

Church in Bel-Ridge, MO.  

   After Mass there will be a brief  program with cof-

fee and donuts to follow, per Fr. Mike’s request!! 

   If unable to attend, you cards may be mailed to 

parish office, PO Box 1920, Nixa, MO 65714 or 

placed in basket on table by information board. 

Commissioned & Sent  

     Have you heard the 

Good News? If you're 

reading this, chances are 

you probably have. You've heard the good news that 

God became man and that Jesus suffered, died, and 

rose for you, me, and everyone in between. Do you 

know you're part of it? This week, we celebrate the 

Ascension of our Lord. When Jesus ascended into 

heaven, he gave specific directions to his Apostles. 

"Go and make disciples of all nations." They listened! 

They made disciples, who made disciples, who made 

disciples, who made disciples, on down the centuries. 

And here we are! So what's next? The truth is that 

we're all commissioned and sent. It happened at our 

baptism, when we were made sharers in this sacred 

mission of Jesus. Who will make the next disciples? I 

hope it's you!  Preparing For Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd 

     On this “birthday of the Church,” 

we celebrate the proclamation of 

the “Good News” of Jesus to all the 

nations. The first reading for the 

Liturgy of the Word (Acts of the 

Apostles 2:1-11) tells us “each one 

heard them (the apostles) speak-

ing in their own language.”  

     We invite everyone to Wear RED to Mass that 

day. The priest will be wearing red vestments–the 

color that symbolizes the fire and passion of the Ho-

ly Spirit. Together we can generate spirit and ener-

gy to enliven our celebration. 

Congratulations to our First Communicants 

     Jeriel Barffour  Logan Silvey 
     Gabe Beavers  Hayden Sloan 
     Harloe Griest  Nolan White  
 
   Last Sunday we welcomed you to the 
table of the Lord as you took another 
step of initiation into our Catholic 
community. This is a significant event 
for you, for your family and for our 
parish family. We pray that Eucharist 
will always be central to your life as you continue 
your journey of faith. Your joining us at the table al-
lows us to be renewed in our appreciation of the gift 
of Eucharist. Together, we can say “Thank you, God, 
for the gift of Jesus in the Eucharist  

   Time to clean out your 

card closet! We are start-

ing a Card Ministry to 

our fellow parishioners 

who are homebound or 

in area nursing homes. 

Drop off unused greeting 

cards and postage 

stamps in the box by the information board in the 

gathering space. All occasions (birthday, thinking of 

you, Christmas, blank, etc.) are needed.  

   Contact Rose Kuppinger,  

pappa853@suddenlink.net  if you know someone 

who can benefit from receiving a card or if 

you would like to join the team writing in 

the cards. Let’s work together to brighten 

someone’s day!  

   May 27, will be Fr. Tom’s 54th 

Anniversary of Priesthood. 

   June 2, Fr. Colby Elbert will cele-

brate his 4th Anniversary of 

Priesthood. 

     Please pray for our priest, for all 

they do for our Diocese, our Parish 

and for each of us. 
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   Jesus is the perfect steward - watching carefully 
over all who have been entrusted to Him by the Fa-
ther and then sending them all out into the world in 
service. May I similarly protect and wisely use the 
gifts entrusted to me.  

Sunday, May 16th 

9:30 a.m. .. .............. ..St. Francis of Assisi Parish Family 

Wednesday, May 19th 

6:30 p.m.  ................................................ ……….…. † Agnes Elbert 

Saturday,  May 22nd 

7:00 p.m.   ........................................................... ……….…. † Bill Hull 

Sunday, May 23rd 

9:30 a.m.  .................. St. Francis of Assisi Parish Family 

Readings for Week of May 16, 2021 

Sunday, The Ascension 

Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3,6-9/Eph 1:17-23/Mk 16:15-20 

Monday: 

Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-7/Jn 16:29-33 

Tuesday 

Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11,20-21/Jn 17:1-11 

Wednesday 

Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68:29-30, 33-36/Jn 17:11-19 

Thursday 

Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2, 5-11/Jn 17:20-26 

Friday 

Acts 25:13-21/Ps 103:1-2,11-12,19-20/Jn 21:15-19 

Saturday 

Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8,16-20 or Ez 37:1-14 or Jl3:1-5/

Ps 104:1-2, 24,27-30, 35/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39 

Next Sunday Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1,24,29-31, 34/1 Cor 12:3-7,12-13 

or Gal 5:16-25/Jn 20:19-23 or Jn15:26-27; 16:12-15 

Question of the Week 

Mark 16:15—20 

 

Key Passage: Jesus said to his disciples, “Go into the 
whole world and proclaim the gospel to every crea-
ture.” 
Question: How do you see yourself continuing the 
mission of Jesus? 
Children: What does it mean to proclaim the  
gospel? How can you do it? 

Altar Servers and Training 

   If you will be a 4th grader next school year OR 

older, you have been baptized and received 1st 

Communion, then you can be an Altar Server. 

   Find out more about this ministry or have been an 

Altar Server in our parish and not received training 

this year, Deacon Gary will offer training on May 

16, 22 or 23. Contact Deacon Gary for de-

tails, 660-651-1779 dre@stfrancisnixa.org  

   As an Altar Server, it is a privilege to 

kneel so close to the altar. You have a 

place of honor at Mass, because you assist 

the Priest in many ways. Your service and commit-

ment are signs of your faith and your love for God. 

Strengthening & Healing Souls Conference 

“God is Always Active on our Behalf” 

Thursday/Friday, May 27/28, 6—9 pm  

Saturday, May 29, 6:30-9:00 pm  

in person, or Livestreamed from  

seaschurch.org Facebook page 

   Despite the tough year for our world, there is AL-

WAYS cause for hope in and reliance upon our Lord 

God. Please join with your brothers and sisters in 

our southern Missouri community, and come cele-

brate this hope and receive inspiration from it. 

   The beautiful, inspiring talks at the conference will 

be presented by two very dynamic priests - Father 

Francisco “Paco” Gordillo, of our Springfield-Cape 

Girardeau diocese and Father Philip Scott, FJ, the 

Founder of Family of Jesus the Healer, based in Peru.     

   This conference is in cooperation with the diocesan 

Office of Evangelization and Catechesis. Please con-

tact Jan (763-1579) or Shelly (838-2730) with ques-

tions. 

Parish Monthly Eucharistic Adoration 

Wednesday, May 19, 7:00—9:00 p.m. 

   Bring a prayer book or rosary for your 

use during adoration, or you are invited 

to just sit quietly, gazing at the Blessed 

Sacrament, and taking in the grace and 

peace that comes from being with Christ. 

   For more information and to sign up 

online go to http://tinyurl.com/

StFrancisAdoration or contact Janet Morehead, ja-

netfro@hotmail.com, 913-558-8039 
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Save ALL Best Choice  

UPC Label 

  PLEASE place your  Best Choice 

UPC Labels in the box on the Information Table.  

Each label is worth $0.03 to our parish.   ALL BEST 

CHOICE products are eligible. Funds will be used to 

provide ministries for the youth in the parish.  

Our Gifts to God    

Week of May 9, 2021 

 

Operating Fund 

Envelopes...………………………………………….$4,155 

Plate......................................................................... $130 

ACH .......................................................................... $ 

Total ........................................................................ $4,285 
 

Monthly Receipts Needed .............................. $20,511 

Received  ............................................................... $10,440 

Needed for Month ........................................... $10,071 
 

Building Fund  

Balance Forward  ............................................... $22,404 

Received  this week…………………… ............. $441 

Total Received Month ............................... $1,732 

Balance Checking ............................................ $24,136 

 

Building Trust Fund at Diocese…………….$206,727 

Total Building Funds………………………..$230,863 

Welcome! 
We extend our hands and hearts in Christian  

fellowship to you ,whether longtime residents or 
newly arrived in the parish.  If you are not registered, 

please fill out the form below and place in the  
collection basket or mail to the Parish office. Or visit 

our website, www.stfrancisnixa.org  for a  
New Member Registration Form 

 

Name  ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Address _________________________________________________________  
 

City ______________________________        Zip _____________________  
 

Phone __________________________Email_________________________ 

  

  

Least Of These, Inc. Christian 

County Food Pantry  

   Least of These provides Chris-

tian County clients food assis-

tance, food-related resources, special evening hours 

for working clients and a mobile food pantry to East-

ern Christian County. 

   In January 2021 they served1,023 households, 

1,003 children, 1,277 adults, 544 seniors. 

     Current needs are:  cereal, canned tuna, canned 

chicken,  canned fruit, boxed potatoes, sugar-free 

jelly & syrup, 1lb pkgs rice or dried beans, tea bags, 

fruit juice, pasta, ramen noodles, mac & cheese, jelly, 

boxed pasta sides, canned vegetables. For more ide-

as visit leastofthesefoodpantry.org/donate.html  

     Please bring your donations & fill the food barrel 

in the gathering space. Imagine how full it would be 

if EVERY Parishioner brought one can of food!!! 

Book for Prayer Request 

     If you or someone you know is in need of prayer, 

write your name or the per-

son’s name in the Prayer re-

quest book located on the 

Usher’s Stand or email parish 

office.  All request are 

emailed to Prayer Network Team. 

Diocesan Development Fund (DDF) 

   To date our parish has pledged $15,347 (67 fami-

lies) 45% toward our parish goal of $34,296. Thank 

you! If you have not yet made your pledge, please add 

your gift, whatever the amount, in unity with those 

who have already given by returning a pledge card. 

The diocesan church across southern Missouri needs 

your participation.  

   If you need a pledge card, they are located on the 

Information Table. When completed, place in enve-

lope, mark DDF, and put in collection basket or mail 

to parish office. 

   Please fill out your DDF pledge card clearly and 
completely.   PLEASE use the card you received in the 
mail if at all possible.  The parish takes in the initial 
payment/ pledge cards to keep track of how we are 
progressing toward our parish goal.  
   If you are making a payment by check when you 
submit your pledge card, make check payable to St. 
Francis of Assisi. 
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Diocesan Perpetual Adoration at Holy Trinity  
Please observe mask and social distancing. 

Adoration Hours: Weekdays 1pm-5pm   
Adorers Needed 

 Sunday, 1-2 pm and Friday 3pm-4pm  
Join our substitute list to experience  

the peace of adoration. 
Please call Marilyn Gibson at 417-224-4043 to sign 

up for the Diocesan Perpetual Adoration.    

Gardening At Catholic Charities 

   Come help with gardening the 

vegetable beds and ground 

maintenance at Catholic Chari-

ties/LifeHouse on Thursday, 

May 27 from 8:30 –10:30 a.m.. 

We hope you can join other volunteers from area 

parishes on this year's Earth Day! Weed eaters, fa-

vorite gardening tools, and gloves will be needed. 

Volunteers will continue to wear masks and social 

distance. To volunteer or for more information, 

please contact Jana Hukriede@ 417-840-4109 or 

janahukriede@gmail.com.  

Memorial Day Mass with Bishop Rice 

   Due to the continuing COVID-19 pan-

demic concerns, Bishop Rice will cele-

brate this year’s Memorial Day Mass, 

Monday, May 31, 9:00 am at Immacu-

late Conception Church. There will be 

plenty of seating, but masks are re-

quired. The Springfield Area Catholic 

Cemetery Board and the Knights of Columbus will 

host refreshments afterwards. This is a beautiful oc-

casion to pray for our deceased loved ones, especial-

ly the men and women who have served our nation.  

Employment Opportunity at Diocese 

 

Associate Director of Youth and  

Young Adult Ministry 

   The Diocese of Springfield-Cape 

Girardeau seeks qualified appli-

cants to fill a position working in 

collaboration with the Diocesan 

Director of Evangelization, Catechesis and Youth 

Formation Ministry. Applicants must be practicing 

Roman Catholics. It is preferred that applicants have 

a Master’s Degree in Pastoral Ministry, Theology or 

Religious Education/Catechesis. Bachelor’s Degree 

will be considered. Experience at parish or diocesan 

level is required.    

   This is a full-time, exempt position. Evening and 

weekend hours, as well as extensive travel driving 

across the diocese will be required. Position start 

date is July 1, 2021. Compensation includes competi-

tive salary, excellent health benefits and retirement 

plan based on diocesan guidelines.  

   To request an application packet, including de-

tailed job description, please contact Jan Smith at 

The Catholic Center, jansmith@dioscg.org or call 

866-0842  

 

Accounting/Employee Benefit Position Open at 
The Catholic Center 
    The Diocese of Springfield-Cape 
Girardeau seeks qualified appli-
cants to fill a position working in  
accounting and employee bene-
fits for the Office of Finance at 
The Catholic Center in Springfield. 
Applicant must be a practicing 
Roman Catholic. Qualified individ-
uals will have an accounting background and experi-
ence, including familiarity with accounting software; 
excellent math, organization, and multi-tasking 
skills; experience with employee benefits systems; 
verbal communication skills in person and on the 
phone; proficiency with Microsoft Office Suite in-
cluding Excel and Word; proficiency in using the In-
ternet, and be detail oriented. Must be able to work 
independently in a multi-person office space. Posi-
tion start date of July 1, 2021. 
    To request an application packet, including a de-
tailed job description, please contact Jan Smith at 
The Catholic Center, jansmith@dioscg.org, or call 
(417) 866-0841. 

Summer Kids Program 
   Totus Tuus at St. Joseph the Worker is a great oppor-

tunity for the kids in Springfield/ Nixa/ Ozark to partici-

pate in this wonderful summer program; the next closest 

Parish to host is Aurora. The program will be held at St. 

Joseph the Worker parish for 7-12th grades on June 13 

to June 17 from 7:15-9:15 pm and for 1-6th grade on 

June 14- 18th from 8:30-2 pm. Website: https://

dioscg.org/totustuus/ Registration: https://

dioscg.formstack.com/forms/ totus_tuus_registration  
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Carryout Only
Lrg. 3 Topping 
Only $799

code 9174 
417.724.1010

411 Northview Rd. • Nixa

Contact Steve Brookshire • sbrookshire@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2493

Document Solutions
of Springfield, Inc.

 

883-2416
Greg & Lisa Tigges 

1736 E. Sunshine, #100 
Springfield, MO 65804

www.documentsolutionsinc.net

Residential Construction 

Quality Work, Honest Prices

417-209-0655

Harter House
Nixa 815 S. Kenneth  

724-1470
 Republic Road  1625 South Eastgate 
 886-4410 883-1650

Executive 
 Communications

Superior Products & Services at Affordable Prices

John J. Carter | Owner

• Business Telephone Systems 
• Voice Mail Systems 
• Telephone & Computer Cabling

417-725-5182 • 1-800-591-0058

Melinda Hayes-Johnmeyer

Office: 417-724-2300 
Direct: 417-724-3406 
mhayes@murney.com

485 W. Aldersgate Nixa, MO 65714

Broker/Manager

PROFESSIONAL PEST SERVICES

417-831-7378
bugzero.com

Providing Professional Property Management

REDBIRD 
REALTY & MANAGEMENT

Tim Edgington, Owner/Broker/Parishioner 
417-866-1533

Licensed FuneraL directors oF distinction
W. Bruce Howell • Robert J. Lohmeyer • Don R. Lohmeyer • Heather K. Howell 

Clint W. Mease •  Angela N. Collins • Harley R. Williams • Andy D. Vowell • Dulcinea M. Lane
Nichole E. Bauer • Barbara A. Hinds • Angie Howell Larsen

1947 E. Seminole • 886-9994 • GormanScharpf.com
Locally Owned and operated for over 70 years

Darrell E. Hinkebein, Field Agent
417-827-4949 • darrell.hinkebein@kofc.org

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance 
Retirement Annuities • Dissability Income Insurance

Protecting catholic families since 1882

ST. FRANCIS OF 
ASSISI CATHOLIC 

CHURCH

stfrancisnixa.weshareonline.org


