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Fr. Donald Hertges, Pastor
Nick Francois, Deacon
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Tyler Wheeler, Pastoral Associate
June Francois, Director of Religious Ed
Kimberly Toussaint, Confirma"on Director
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CONTACT US
PHONE: 563-382-9631

Email: stbenedict@stbenedictcc.com
Find us on FaceBook:
www.facebook.com/StBenedictCCDecorah/
Catholic Chari"es Counseling:
563-382-1231
Immigra"on (Cedar Rapids):
319-364-7121
Cemetery Website:
www.cp.stbenedictcc.com

ST. BENEDICT SCHOOL

563-382-4668
www.st-ben.pvt.k12.ia.us
www.facebook.com/Decorah-St-BenedictSchool-171904236173069/

BULLETIN INFORMATION

Deadline, Wednesdays, 8:00am
Email info to Karie:
dbq049sec2@dbqarch.org
To subscribe, go to: www.parishsonline.com

WEEKEND MASSES

WEEKDAY MASSES

RECONCILIATION

Saturday Mass:
5:30pm, Church

Tuesday: 5:30pm, Church
Wednesday & Thursday: 7:00am, Church

Saturday: 4:30-5:00pm, Confessional
Sunday: 9:00-9:30am, Confessional

Sunday Masses:
7:30am, 10:00am, Church

Friday: School year: 9:00am, 1st Friday of the month at Church,
Remaining at St. Ben’s School | Summer: 7:00am, Church

Other "mes, by appointment

307 W MAIN STREET, DECORAH, IA 52101 | PHONE: 563-382-9631 | FAX: 563-382-6436 | WWW.STBENEDICTCC.COM

PARISH INFORMATION
BAPTISM

For Bap"sm prepara"on program and arrangements, call the
Parish Office, 563-382-9631.

MARRIAGE

For Prepara"on programs and arrangements, call the Parish
Office.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Religious Educa"on
Grades 1-8, Wednesdays at 5:30pm
Confirma"on
Grades 9-11, varying Wednesdays at 7:00pm

RCIA

(Inquiry into the Catholic Faith)
For informa"on, call the Parish Office.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP

If you are new in our Parish or if you are moving, please call
the Parish Office.

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS

Catholic Daughters - Sandy Bohr
Knights of Columbus– Sean Devine-Meyer

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER HERTGES
You may recall that during the Masses for the Solemnity of Mary
Mother of God on December 31st and January 1st, I had made
some lighthearted quips regarding the New Year 2020 as
probably being a crazy year, due to two factors. First and
foremost of these is due to this being an elec"on year, and the
second point is the fact that 2020 happens to be a leap year. I
also remember making a passing reference to what a big deal it
was twenty years ago when we tro$ed out our calendars to
correspond to the Year 2000 and welcomed in a new millennium,
amidst fear and anxiety created by the Y2K crisis that never was.
In any case, I vividly recall making this remark, “It is now the year
2020, expect anything!” However, even with that momentary
stroll down memory lane, I never in my wildest dreams (or nightmares) could have envisioned just how much our lives would ALL
be affected by the Coronavirus and how much has changed in just
the past week! What with that having been stated, I wish to
devote this week’s bulle"n ar"cle to some comments regarding
the current pandemic/crisis and how parish life will be
manifested. Of course, please keep in mind how quickly some, or
all of this, may be affected/altered due to rapidly changing
guidelines, as we adhere to health precau"ons as ar"culated by
government and Archdiocesan offices. Indeed, we are walking a
VERY delicate line of abiding with health direc"ves and some
semblance of normalcy (whatever that is these days) at a parish
level.

First of all, I s"ll intend to compose a weekly bulle"n “spiel” as a means for me
to s"ll have some contact with parishioners, though in a non-infec"ous way!
Thus, we s"ll intend to create a bulle"n each week that will be available online,
with 100 hard copies available for parishioners that do not have access to the
Internet and/or are shut-ins. I am certain that as of now, most or all of you
have received the news that un"l further no"ce, the ONLY MASSES and PUBLIC
LITURGIES permi$ed will be funerals, weddings, and bap"sms and these must
be very small and low-key, limited to just immediate family members. Yet,
what with all of that having been stated, I s"ll will offer Mass privately in the
rectory, both during the week and on Sunday, and therefore will con"nue to
observe your loved ones men"oned in the original Mass inten"ons scheduled
for those days. That will ensure that there is consistency in the parish
inten"ons listed in the bulle"n and that the inten"ons specified and paid for by
parishioners are s"ll being observed. I did this during the long and bi$er winter
of 2019 when I was forced to cancel mul"ple daily Masses due to the very
inclement weather. In addi"on to this, I will be typing up a complete transcript
of what would have been my Sunday homily and these will be available both in
electronic and hard copy versions. At this point, I am s"ll free to hear individual
confessions by appointment. As of the day this bulle"n ar"cle is being
composed (Tuesday March 17th) I am s"ll planning on having the church
unlocked during the week and weekends and for Monday adora"on to
con"nue; that is, unless there are some other prescrip"ve guidelines handed
down by Church and/or state authori"es that must be carefully adhered to.
The same holds true for the days and hours of opera"on for the parish office
which for now, are the same.
Finally, next Wednesday, March 25th, has been set aside in the Archdiocese as
a day of prayer, fas"ng, and abs"nence for an end to the Coronavirus as well as
prayer for those who are currently afflicted with this illness. These observances
are op"onal and not obligatory, but definitely worth considering, since many
people have more "me on their hands due to the numerous cancella"ons of
regularly scheduled events, and even employment. I am fully aware of the fear
and anxiety that accompanies uncertain "mes, but s"ll hope that some good
and, dare I say, even spiritual fruit may be derived from this pandemic.
Catholic theology has always held that God does not cause evil in our world
and lives, but that He can, and does, bring greater good from it. So what with
that having been stated, I just wish to conclude this week’s bulle"n ar"cle with
some final thoughts as to what that may look like, for our na"on in par"cular,
and our wider 21st century world.
If anything, the recent events surrounding the spread and very presence of the
Coronavirus in an already anxious, impa"ent, and disillusioned 21st century is
a stark reminder that even with all of our technology, we are ul"mately NOT in
control of life and death as human beings. In fact, I have been convinced long
before I was even a priest that the more we delude ourselves into thinking we
can control anything and everything, the more vulnerable and out of control
we become, as ul"mately God s"ll holds our lives and world in the palm of His
hand. There is more to life than mul"ple ac"vi"es and perpetual “busyness”
such as spor"ng events that can consume excessive "me; especially for families
with young children. Each day, each moment is indeed a precious gi+, as no
one is guaranteed tomorrow, even if the Coronavirus were to suddenly
disappear. We are more interconnected as human beings than we realize and
no one should be taken for granted. When we do leave this earth, we will be
judged by God as to how deeply and generously we loved Him and others that
we encountered throughout the course of our lives. Our faith and the
sacraments, especially the Eucharist, are indeed precious gi+s that are now not
so easily accessible, and hopefully will be much more gratefully welcomed back
into our lives, schedules/rou"nes when the Coronavirus has subsided. It seems
to me that the Lenten Season indeed has very much an augmented intensity in
2020. That is all for now, take care, God bless you all.
More to come, as always!
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PARISH INFORMATION
WEEKLY SCHEDULE
SATURDAY, MARCH 21
Private Mass: The People

PARISH NEWS
CANCELLED...

Everything at St. Benedict Parish has been cancelled un"l further
no"ce, with the excep"on of Adora"on on Mondays.

SUNDAY, MARCH 22

Adora"on will take place in the main Church,
ten people or less at a "me, spread out in the church.

Private Mass: Jonathan Lukes & Jennifer Lukes Murphy
and Sister Marie Bohr

Ques"ons, please call the Parish Office, 563-382-9631.

MONDAY, MARCH 23

7:00am-8:00pm Adora"on, Church

BULLETIN SUBSCRIPTION

TUESDAY, MARCH 24

Are you no longer ge<ng our bulle"n emails each week?
Would you like to?
Go online to the parish website stbenedictcc.com
Click on the BULLETIN bu$on
Resubscribe

Private Mass: Allen & Kathy Taylor

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25
Private Mass: Duane Bruening

THURSDAY, MARCH 26
Private Mass: John Magner

THE WITNESS PREVIEW

FRIDAY, MARCH 27

1. Archbishop Jackels' message to the Archdiocese of Dubuque
regarding the coronavirus. (This message is already posted at The
WitnessOnline.org and dbqarch.org)

Private Mass: Don & Louise Zahasky

SATURDAY, MARCH 28

Private Mass: Don & Mary Lou Harman and Dan Murray

SUNDAY, MARCH 29

Private Mass: The People

2. An ar"cle on how local Catholic organiza"ons, including schools and
parishes, are coping with the coronavirus pandemic
3. Pieces on the need of the Cathedral of St. Raphael for repairs and the
significance of cathedrals in the Catholic tradi"on. (Part of our series for the
Archdiocese One appeal.)
4. Coverage of the Catholic Church's response to the coronavirus across the
U.S. and around the world.
5. Three priests are celebra"ng the 60th anniversaries of their
ordina"ons in 2020.

WEEKLY FINANCIAL REPORT
BUDGET FOR MARCH……………………………………..……..$62,338
Received March 1-7……………………………………………....$12,656
Received March 8-14……………………………..………………..$9,759
Received March 15-21……………………………………………$12,306
Needed for March…….……………………………………........$27,617
FISCAL YEAR-TO-DATE BUDGET……………………………$501,124
YEAR TO DATE RECEIVED……………………...……………..$472,633
YEAR TO DATE SHORT……………………………………….... -$28,491

LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER...

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED AND THEIR FAMILIES
Donald Duggan, brother of Mary Jane Maly
WE REMEMBER OUR PARISH FAMILY
We pray for the physical health and spiritual wellbeing
of each and every one, the old and the young, those on the front lines
and those at home as-although apart-we face these difficult days
bound together, through the love of Christ, as the family of God.
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NEWS & EVENTS
AROUND OUR AREA

PASTORAL COUNCIL MINUTES
TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 2020
Present: Father Donald Hertges, Bonnie Arneson, Bernie Wetli, Bob
Kane, Amy Bruening, Jodi Hartz, Michele Birdsell, Ryan Christensen,
Tony Coppola, and Rita Dykstra. Not present: Kris" Rothman Special
Guest: Brent Burns

h$ps://dbqarch.org/coronavirus?
utm_source=Official+Bulle"n+July+15+2019&utm_campaign=5
e1f367915EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_09_16_02_33_COPY_01&utm_medi
um=email&utm_term=0_07c2f75105-5e1f367915-348750689
Click on the link above to access the latest informa"on from
the Archdiocese of Dubuque, including the Livestream (or later,
watch a recording) of Sunday Mass at 9:00am, led by the
Archbishop.

GOD IS MOVING
One beau"ful morning last summer, I stopped in at
St. Bens and sat there alone, praying to find a prayer group to
join. Not more than 20 minutes later, two women came out of
the sacristy and stopped by to meet me. In the short
conversa"on they explained they had just been praying to find
members for their new prayer groups.
Well, here they were and here I was!

Bernie Wetli called the mee"ng to order.
Finance - Brent Burns gave the financial report on the 20-21 budget.
Informa"on was presented to the council ahead of the mee"ng for
review. Details were shared regarding the various budgetary line
items. Budgets were discussed, reviewed and approved as wri$en.
February financial review update was provided by Michele. Budget
envelopes were $2,572.00 short for the month: short $ 20,983.00
for the fiscal year. $315,000 is remaining on our Capital Campaign
balance.
Business Manager Update – Bonnie updated us on the progression
of the pews. All of the pews should be ready to go by the end of the
month, in "me for Easter, at which "me the balcony will reopen.
Faith Forma"on – Rita Dykstra updated the council as to recent
discussions held for the VBS op"ons. June dates are being explored,
but plans are being finalized. The Winter Lecture series was very
well a$ended. All further events are being postponed at this "me.
Other faith forma"on op"ons are being explored to bring addi"onal
opportuni"es to our parishioners.
School Board update was provided by Father Hertges. It was noted
that the 3-old preschool is being discon"nued. The 4-year-old
preschool will con"nue to be offered. The next School Board
mee"ng is s"ll scheduled to be held March 26th.
Father Hertges touched on the announcements from the
Archdiocese of Dubuque regarding the recent COVID-19
events. Efforts are being made to provide opportuni"es for
parishioners to con"nue to pray. Informa"on will be forthcoming in
parish bulle"ns.
Parish Hall rental fees were discussed. It will be sent back to finance
for further delibera"on.
Closing Prayer by Fr. Hertges
Mee"ng was adjourned at 8:15pm.
Respec]ully submi$ed, Jodi Hartz, Secretary
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FOR OUR LITTLEST ONES

LET US HOLD ONE ANOTHER IN PRAYER
A PRAYER FROM ST. FRANCIS DE SALES
Do not look forward in fear to the changes in life; rather, look to
them with full hope as they arise. God, whose very own you are, will
lead you safely through all things; and when you cannot stand it,
God will carry you in His arms.
Do not fear what may happen tomorrow; the same understanding
Father who cares for you today will take care of you then and every
day.

ARCHDIOCESAN DAY OF PRAYER

Next Wednesday, March 25th, has been set aside in the Archdiocese
as an op"onal day of prayer, fas"ng, and abs"nence.

He will either shield you from suffering or will give you unfailing
strength to bear it. Be at peace, and put aside all anxious thoughts
and imagina"ons.

Let us pray...
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Bright energy efficient
fixtures for farm,
dairy, machine shop
or industry
We deliver!
Utility Rebates Available
Upgrade to high efficiency. It pays!!!
Bob & Peggy Larkin 568-3915

PERSONALIZED PLANNING
FOR YOUR FINANCIAL GOALS

TARA MCCONNELL
INDEPENDENT ASSOCIATE

401 West Water St., Decorah
Call 563-277-1571

(563) 419-5776
tara.mcconnell13@hotmail.com
taramcconnell.idlife.com

Dick Cuvelier

2438 282nd St.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Decorah, Iowa 52101

www.harman2020.com

The Shady Rest Guest House
& Shady Shed
Your Home Away From Home
Vacation Home & Reception Venue

1658 Hwy. 52, Decorah

382-2020

(563) 379-4132
shadyrestguesthouse.wix.com/shadyrest-guesthouse

Mabe’s

Custom Homes • Additions • Remodeling
Custom Cabinetry • Garages • Drywall • Texturing

40 Years Experience• Free Estimates

Pizza

Dan O’Brien
Construction

11:00 A.M. till closing
110 East Water St. • Decorah
•

(563) 382-4297

(563) 380-8561

1420 Short Street, Ridgeway

•

Party Room • Full Menu
Dine-In, Carry Out
or Delivery

www.mabespizza.com

For all your earth moving
needs, call Eric & Dennis
Rausch at 563-419-8221
or 563-534-2265.

Design Solutions
Distinctive designs for your
home, business and life.

(563) 387-9930
911 S Mill St Ste 6,
Decorah, IA 52101

Parish Member

agents.mutualofomaha.com/rich-reiser

Marla Klocke
563-380-8791
www.decorahdesigns.com

1-800-733-4014
Serving Winneshiek, Howard, Chicksaw, Fayette
Water Conditioners • Iron treatment • Rentals
Bottled Water • Salt Delivery
We service all makes & models

E & D REPAIR

Shop: 1063 County Rd W14
FT. ATKINSON, IOWA

Joseph Hammel Owner
Commercial • Residential • Industrial

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

(888) 382-2179

Don Dietzenbach
563-547-2720

Solar Systems

2727 Locust Rd. • Decorah, IA 52101

www.dondietzenbach.com

108 West Water Street
Decorah, IA 52101

(563) 382-8440

(563) 382-2933
Decorah, IA

Mike Kelly
563-382-8406
www.davekelly.com

ROCK... DON’T BUILD WITHOUT IT!!!

563-382-4941

Fjelstul
Funeral Home

Serving Families for Four Generations
Residential & Commercial Roofing

Siding and Storm Restoration • 563-419-3959

306 E. Water St. • Decorah, IA
(563) 382-5210

116 Winnebago • Decorah, IA
(563) 382-5215

Gregory T. Weis, LUTCF - General Securities Principal
Martin T. Weis, LUTCF- General Securities Rep
For all your investment needs
Investments provided through LaSalle St. Securities, LLC (LSS) member SIPC & FINRA

www.plan1financial.com

119 E Water Street | Decorah, IA

Marv Smith Electric
Plumbing & Heating LLC
2660 150th St. Fort Atkinson, IA 52144
“We Deliver Power and Comfort!”
Promoting LED, Solar and High
Efficiency Heating & Cooling Systems

Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri 9-6;
Thurs 9-8 Sat 9-5; Sun 12-4
visit us on Facebook
563-382-5761

Mark & Kathy Goulson

563-382-8258

563-277-1889 | michele@mlbtax.net

Come See Us - 130 W Water St Decorah

Member of Iowa & American Land
Title Associations

PLAN 1 Financial

Day Spa

Amundson’s Clothing

WINNESHIEK TITLE &
ABSTRACT COMPANY

403 West Water St. • Decorah, IA
“Your Local Full Service Investment Firm”

Salon &

303 West Water Street, Decorah, IA

Massman
construction
& solar

• Energy Efficient Homes
• Solar Sales & Installation
call Tom: 563-380-6712

www.tommassmanconstruction.com
Concrete Contractors
Residential - Farm Work
Commercial Paving
Poured Foundation

563-382-2325

www.wicksconstruction.com

563-534-7012

HRISTO ER
E&EDB C CONST.PHBen

563-380-4152

Walter Witt, FIC, Field Agent
(563) 419-0400
E-mail: walter.witt@kofc.org
Decorah Council #4208
• Life Insurance
• Retirement Annuities
• Long-Term Care &
Disability Insurance

Bluffton, Iowa

563-380-4153

735-5963

• Sewer Systems • Basements & Driveways
• Terracing, Ponds & Waterways

804 Pole Line Road
Decorah, IA 52101
JIM CASPER | PRESIDENT

For all your underground Sewer, Storm
Sewer, Water & Site Preparation. We also
do Flat & Curb Concrete work.

900 Montgomery Street , Decorah, IA

563.382.0642 | www.casperdecorah.com

563-382-2933

206 W. Water St. Decorah

604 Montgomery St. • Decorah
563-382-3806 | Robert Stalberger, DVM

FOR ALL YOUR DIRTY DEEDS
CALL FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

HEIM CONSTRUCTION
Marvin Heim- Owner

2652 River Rd. • Decorah, IA

563.380.8412

2301 Ranch Road, Decorah, IA 52101

“Our Pigs Need Your Corn”
Join our team at Reicks View Farms
Families Feeding Families

Also located in Cresco & Monona

1-800-461-4044

www.reicksviewfarms.com

www.fiskfarmandhome.com

Weis Buick GMC

(563) 382-8837

www.weisbuick.net
131 College Dr. • Decorah

217 Washington St. • Decorah

138 Main St. • P.O. Box 225 • Protivin, IA 52163
1-800-668-3253 • Local: 563-569-8205
Mobile: 507-208-8975 • Fax: 563-569-8717
E-mail: ken@fencloil.biz • www.fencloil.com

563-382-5970 • www.tbocks.com

Family Owned & Operated
Decorah - 563-382-8822

Dan’s Standard Service
Gas • Convenience items
Automotive Repair

			

Julie Vulk

Ph: (563) 382-5934 • C: (563) 419-6453

Expert Service Department
& Body Shop

563-382-8474

Plumbing • Heating • Electric

Protivin
Decorah
(563) 569-8438 (563) 382-3038

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		

St. Benedict, Decorah, IA
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