
PARISH STAFF 
Fr. Donald Hertges, Pastor                                

Nick Francois, Deacon                                      
Steve Haluska, Principal                                           

Bonnie Breja, Business Manager,         
Development Director                        

Tyler Wheeler, Pastoral Associate                                                       
Karie Valkosky, Parish Secretary,                
Director of Religious Educa!on 

 
CONTACT US 

PHONE: 563-382-9631 
Email: stbenedict@stbenedictcc.com   

Find us on FaceBook:                                                    
www.facebook.com/StBenedictCCDecorah/ 

Catholic Chari!es Counseling:                                    
563-382-1231 

Immigra!on (Cedar Rapids):                                       
319-364-7121 

Cemetery Website:     
www.cp.stbenedictcc.com 

 
ST. BENEDICT SCHOOL                              

563-382-4668                                                      
www.st-ben.pvt.k12.ia.us 

www.facebook.com/Decorah-St-Benedict-
School-171904236173069/ 

 
BULLETIN INFORMATION 
Deadline, Wednesdays, 8:00am                                

Email info to Karie: 
dbq049sec2@dbqarch.org                                              

307 W MAIN STREET, DECORAH, IA 52101  |  PHONE: 563-382-9631  |  FAX: 563-382-6436  |  WWW.STBENEDICTCC.COM 

SUNDAY, 
SEPT. 13, 2020 

 WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday Mass: 

5:30pm   
Sunday Masses: 

7:30am, 10:00am, 6:00pm 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday: 4:30-5:00pm, Confessional 

Sunday: 9:00-9:30am and                                        
5:00-5:30pm, Confessional             

Other !mes, by appointment 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Tuesday: 5:30pm, Church 

Wednesday & Thursday: 7:00am, Church                                                       
Friday: 9:00am, Livestreamed on Facebook 
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BAPTISM 
For Bap!sm prepara!on program and arrangements, call 
the Parish Office, 563-382-9631. 
 
MARRIAGE                                                                                  
For Prepara!on programs and arrangements, call Bonnie at 
the office. 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Religious Ed                                                                                                             
Family Catechesis: October 2020-April 2021 
Confirma!on                                                                                                
Grades 9-11, varying Wednesdays, 7:00pm 
 

RCIA 
Inquiry into the Catholic Faith                                                              
For informa!on, contact Tyler at the office.                                                                   
 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP 
If you are new to the parish or if you are moving, please call 
the Parish Office, 563-382-9631. 
 

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS                                                                                         
Catholic Daughters-Sandy Bohr                                                                   
Knights of Columbus-Tom Hartman 

I do understand and respect the decision of the Divine Word                         
President as another factor to consider in this is that Fr. Rayappan 
was not too keen on having to spend fourteen days quaran!ned in 
his room upon visi!ng our parish in Decorah. The Coronavirus’                     
infec!ous presence is obviously not going away any !me soon,                    
especially in our state. Therefore, the president is righ$ully                    
concerned about the health and well-being of the students and                    
faculty at Divine Word. I think it is a fair assessment that in a year 
such as this it has been a daily struggle for EVERYONE to discern 
what is right and prudent regarding family and what is deemed                 
appropriate regarding travel/visits anywhere; let alone if one is in a 
posi!on of leadership with decisions affec!ng the lives and health of 
many. This is par!cularly poignant when one has the care and                    
ul!mate responsibility of an ins!tu!on such as a college or                         
seminary.        
 
Honestly speaking, I am a bit disappointed in not only not ge'ng 
what would have been my first free weekend in well over a year, but 
am even more sad about the fact that there are s!ll many people 
who are poor and in genuine need of assistance through Catholic 
agencies of relief such as Divine Word Missionaries. The sources of  
that assistance and outreach have been severely hampered this year 
due to the Mass shutdown and the mul!ple cancella!ons of                
missionary appeal weekends; not to men!on the unfortunate and 
troubling facts of people being laid off from their employment or 
having en!re businesses closed down completely.    
 
I also do not mind disclosing with all of you that way deep down I 
had a sneaky suspicion that the missionary appeal would be                     
cancelled as that has been the modus operandi for much of 2020 
thus far. More reasons to pray and offer personal sacrifices that 
there may be some suitable cessa!on to  all of the many evils that 
have been brought about and aggravated due to the pandemic.    
 
In any case, I wish to communicate to you that even though my 
plans for a free weekend and missionary appeal have been dashed, I 
am s!ll keeping the informa!ve brochures that were sent to the 
parish office a couple of weeks ago and that is what the missionary 
scheduling coordinator instructed me to do. I told her that I would 
store the Divine Word Missionary informa!on right next to the Food 
for the Poor envelopes from March. I s!ll have high hopes for 2021!   
 
I also have high hopes for next week in that even though I will be 
“on deck” to offer all four Masses as usual, I do plan to take all of 
next week off. Only God knows how successful I will be in that                    
endeavor, but Fr. Knipper has graciously agreed to cover all the daily 
Masses in addi!on to any funerals or pastoral emergencies (should 
they occur) this upcoming week. I have not made any definite plans 
as of yet, but whatever I end up doing will not  require travel to                   
other states or Coronavirus “hot spots”, but will find me taking a 
complete break from mee!ngs, (including zoom sessions) and 
emails. In fact, I am even going to give my trusty (now ten-year old)  
MacBook Pro a vaca!on all its own by turning it completely off as it 
too has earned a well-deserved reset!  Con!nued on Page 4... 
 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER HERTGES 

I had every inten!on to begin this week’s “spiel” with a       
reminder message, accompanied by a good “plug” for Fr.                   
Francis Rayappan and the Missionary Co-op appeal that was 
supposed to be occurring at St. Benedict this weekend.   
However, I will not have the chance to do that as I must                     
inform you that sadly, and with much regret, there will be NO 
missionary appeal and/or speaker from Divine Word                           
Missionaries.  
 
The president of the college did not grant permission for the 
travel ban on its priests to be li+ed, which should have                        
occurred on Tuesday, September 8th. Rather, I received a                 
super-apologe!c phone call from the Mission Scheduling                   
Coordinator at Divine Word informing me of this                                   
development. I thanked her in turn for informing me and              
assured her that there is no need to apologize as this year has 
been a bearcat, so to speak, in planning or scheduling                         
ANYTHING related to church, vaca!ons and life in general.    



PARISH COMMUNICATION 

3 

 
To put it in less airy language, hope looks at the present and says, 
“God’s got this, God’s got me.” The worst thing that ever happened, 
the Creator of all things being killed by His crea!on, became the best 
thing that ever happened. On the cross it seems as if Christ has 
failed. To the eyes looking at Christ crucified, death won, Christ’s 
promises were unrealized. But we know now of course that in this 
“defeat” is the greatest victory known to cosmos.  
 

So, the God of the universe says to us, “Cul!vate hope.” But how? 
Well, hope is deeply rooted in faith and faith is an entrus!ng of                 
ourselves to another. Thus, when we say we have faith in God, we 
are saying that we trust Him enough to entrust our en!re selves to 
Him. Hope is that trust extended into the future. We say to God, 
“although my eyes or my feelings say otherwise, I trust in you                   
because I know you to be good and trustworthy. You will bring about 
the good that you promised, even if I may not see it in my life!me.”  

 

Our role is to cooperate, to take concrete steps based on this hope. 
We bring our “loaves and fishes”, meager as they may be, trus!ng 
that He will do great things with them. Hope is cul!vated by growing 
in our rela!onship with Christ, by learning to listen to Him, by                
learning to trust Him, and by bringing our “loaves and fishes” even 
though the reality of the situa!on makes it seem as if this offering 
will not meet the demands of the situa!on.  

 

And, above all, we pray for it. We pray for it and then step out onto 
the water, leaving our comfortable and safe boat behind, knowing 
that we should sink the moment we step out, but trus!ng beyond 
the reality of the present moment, with our eyes locked on Him, that 
He will be true to His promises and the rela!onship He has with us.  

 

And, who knows, we may even walk on water for a bit, doing the                   
unthinkable, amazed at how God provides when we cooperate in 
the least. And, if we fall, if we lose hope, he will immediately grab us 
from the water and give us another opportunity to trust in Him 
again.                        

 

Praise be to Jesus Christ both now and forever! 

CULTIVATING HOPE...TYLER WHEELER 

These are challenging !mes. One can look around and 
ask, where is the good? What do I cling to? How do I          
con!nue on in the face of this turmoil? To which, the 
God of the universe responds, “Cul!vate hope, my child.” 
 
What is hope? Is it op!mism? Is it having a “glass half 
full” a'tude, trying to find the good in every situa!on? 
No, it is not. While op!mism is a good thing, hope is 
be-er. Hope is the firm convic!on that, no ma-er what 
may surround us, we will someday possess an unseen 
good.  
 
This is to say, hope sees beyond the present into the            
future with confidence that certain things will come to 
pass. Put in a Chris!an context, our hope is in Christ, the 
eternal and sovereign Lord.  
 
Thus, no ma-er the storms that surround us we trust 
that God will deliver on His promises, that He can and 
does bring good from all situa!ons, no ma-er how awful 
they may be. Hope says that in spite of what the evil of 
the day may scream at us, God is in control. 

                                                         ...CONTINUED 
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KC RETIREMENT PLANNING EVENT 

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

Budget for September… …………..…………………….…….…$50,020                              
Received September 1-12……………………..…$9,898                                           

Needed for September................................................$40,122 
 

YEARLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
Year to Date Budget.………………………….…………..…$ 132,516                           

Year to Date Received…………....……..…..$ 109,115                                        
Year to Date Short……….……………….…….....………….-$23,401 

NEW MEMBERS 
Robert Root & Gabriel Survoy,  

Reese, Kamryn & Emersyn 
 

Kristy Tarwater,  
Kaden, Bryer & Emarie 

We welcome you to our parish family!!! 

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
Make giving to your parish easier by u!lizing                                  
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) – If you wish to enroll 
in the Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) program, to make 
your giving to the church easier, please click on the link 
to download the enrollment form. Fill out the form and 
mail or bring to the Parish Office.  
 

h-ps://drive.google.com/file/d/1hoNSjX-
BHuWKKhydHbnq3o6_7Izy-6w8/view 

RETIREMENT PLANNING EVENT 
For all KC members, families and friends, featuring Tom Hegna, an          
industry leader widely considered as “The Re!rement Income Expert.” 
A-endance is limited and registra!on is required. The event will be 
held via Zoom on Thursday, September 17th, at 7:00pm. Please  call 
Michael Bormann with ques!ons. (563) 689-6801  

 
 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER: 
h-ps://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_WUXUU9UHS9-

bS0tODuZrkQ 
 
 

CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE TOM’S INTRO VIDEO: 
h-ps://youtu.be/BBRb9EarUlM 

PARISH SUPPORT 

AROUND OUR AREA 

DECORAH BLOOD DRIVE 
September 24th, 12:30-5:30pm, Stone Ridge Church, 
Sponsored by St. Benedict Parish. Appointments are 
required. Call 800.287.4903, text LIFSERVE to 999-777 
or visit lifeservebloodcenter.org to schedule an appt.  

FATHER HERTGES…………………….CONTINUED 

I am a firm believer in taking a complete repose from the 
Internet; especially during !mes of retreat and vaca!on.     
Even when life was “normal,” my vaca!ons were always 
low-key, low-budget, and low-mileage, generally speaking 
and I will just be incredibly grateful for some long yearned 
for and much an!cipated  down!me.   
 
Finally, I wish to officially conclude this week’s bulle!n 
ar!cle by informing you that a+er a bit of prayerful                       
pondering I have decided to add a third opportunity for 
weekend reconcilia!on in that I will be available for the 
sacrament of confession Sunday evenings from 5:00-
5:30pm. I am already present to set up for the 6:00pm 
Mass at that !me anyway and since I am not able to offer 
First Friday Mass and reconcilia!on at church, I figure that 
this opportunity would be much appreciated. One                         
significant key in encouraging Catholics partake in the 
sacrament of reconcilia!on more o+en is to have                            
generous and mul!ple provisions for availability keeping 
in mind circumstances of life that affect people’s                     
schedules of work and leisure. With Sunday evening                   
confessions  you can s!ll enjoy your usual weekend                       
ac!vi!es and have !me to  be able to experience God’s 
mercy, love and forgiveness!  That’s all for now, have a 
great week!  More to come!   
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RELIGIOUS ED 

RE PARENT MEETING THIS WEEK 
Last names A-J Sept. 15th, Last names K-R Sept. 16th,               
Last names S-Z Sept. 17th, All at 6:30pm, in the Parish Hall 
 
 
FIRST RECONCILIATION                                                             
Save the Date: Second Grade Parent Mee!ng on Sept. 
30th at 5:30pm in the Parish Hall. 

CONFIRMATION 

CONFIRMATION 
Confirma!on Registra!on                        

informa!on for our 9-11th grade 
families has been mailed.                   
If you have not received                                 
registra!on informa!on,                                                                                                  

please call the office. 

60TH ANNIVERSARY 

Congratula!ons to Sr. Carla Popes for 60 years of service 
to the church and world as a Presenta!on Sister of      

Dubuque, Iowa.  Cards and gree!ngs may be sent to her 
at 107 Lloyd Street, Apt. #3, Decorah, Iowa, 52101 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 
9:00am      Live-streamed Mass, on FB: Esther Timp 
 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12                                             
5:30pm      Mass, Church: Kathleen Timp & Elberta Huinker 
 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13                                                               
7:30am       Mass, Church: The People                                                                
10:00am     Mass, Church: Carl & Rosina Wiederin                                                              
6:00pm       Mass, Church: Aaron, Isaac & Baby Mertzenich 
 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 
7:00am-8:00pm    Adora!on, Church                                                                
6:30pm       Mass on Mediacom 79.2 or  Channel 15                     
8:00pm       Benedic!on, Church                       
 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 
5:30pm       Mass, Church: Louis & Hilda Nie 
  

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 
7:00am      Mass, Church: Tom & Pat Biver 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17                                               
7:00am      Mass, Church: CDA 
 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 
9:00am      Live-streamed Mass, on FB: Dolores Schwebel 
 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19                                        
5:30pm      Mass, Church: The People 
 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20                                                            
7:30am       Mass, Church: Eugene Novak                                                                           
10:00am     Mass, Church: Ed & Lillian Lenz                                                                 
6:00pm       Mass, Church: John Valkosky & Duane Dalen 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Benedict, Decorah, IA A 4C 02-0953

Design Solutions 
Distinctive designs for your 

home, business and life.

Marla Klocke 
563-380-8791

www.decorahdesigns.com

PLAN 1 Financial
403 West Water St. • Decorah, IA

“Your Local Full Service Investment Firm”
563-382-8258

Gregory T. Weis, LUTCF - General Securities Principal
Martin T. Weis, LUTCF- General Securities Rep

For all your investment needs
Investments provided through LaSalle St. Securities, LLC (LSS) member SIPC & FINRA

www.plan1financial.com

Dan’s Standard Service 
Gas • Convenience items 

Automotive Repair 
(563) 382-8837 

217  Washington St. • Decorah

Mabe’sMabe’s  
 Pizza Pizza
11:00 A.M. till closing

110 East Water St. • Decorah
• (563) 382-4297 • 
Party Room • Full Menu 

Dine-In, Carry Out  
or Delivery

www.mabespizza.com
For all your earth moving
needs, call Eric & Dennis
Rausch at 563-419-8221

or 563-534-2265.

E & D REPAIR
Shop: 1063 County Rd W14 

FT. ATKINSON, IOWA

WINNESHIEK TITLE & 
ABSTRACT COMPANY

Member of Iowa & American Land 
Title Associations 

Mark & Kathy Goulson 
116 Winnebago • Decorah, IA 

(563) 382-5215

Mike Kelly 
563-382-8406 
www.davekelly.com

Massman
construction

& solar
• Energy Efficient Homes
• Solar Sales & Installation

call Tom: 563-380-6712
www.tommassmanconstruction.com

Julie Vulk      Julie Vulk      563.380.8412
2301 Ranch Road, Decorah, IA 52101

www.harman2020.com

382-2020

Weis Buick GMC
Expert Service Department 

& Body Shop

563-382-8474 
www.weisbuick.net 

131 College Dr. • Decorah

138 Main St. • P.O. Box 225 • Protivin, IA 52163
1-800-668-3253 • Local: 563-569-8205
Mobile: 507-208-8975 • Fax: 563-569-8717
E-mail: ken@fencloil.biz • www.fencloil.com

The Shady Rest Guest House  
& Shady Shed 

Your Home Away From Home 
Vacation Home & Reception Venue

1658 Hwy. 52, Decorah
(563) 379-4132

shadyrestguesthouse.wix.com/shadyrest-guesthouse

1-800-733-4014
Serving Winneshiek, Howard, Chicksaw, Fayette
Water Conditioners • Iron treatment • Rentals

Bottled Water • Salt Delivery
We service all makes & models

Joseph Hammel Owner

108 West Water Street
Decorah, IA 52101

(563) 382-8440

Bright energy efficient 

fixtures for farm,

dairy, machine shop  

or industry
We deliver!

Utility Rebates Available
Upgrade to high efficiency. It pays!!!
Bob & Peggy Larkin 568-3915

 

Walter Witt, FIC, Field Agent
(563) 419-0400 

E-mail: walter.witt@kofc.org 
Decorah Council #4208

•  L i f e  i n s u r a n c e  
•  r e t i r e m e n t  a n n u i t i e s 
•  L o n g - t e r m  c a r e  & 
  D i s a b i L i t y  i n s u r a n c e

For all your underground Sewer, Storm 
Sewer, Water & Site Preparation. We also 

do Flat & Curb Concrete work.
900 Montgomery Street , Decorah, IA

563-382-2933

(563) 382-2933

Decorah, IA

ROCK... DON’T BUILD WITHOUT IT!!!

TARA MCCONNELL 
INDEPENDENT ASSOCIATE 

(563) 419-5776 

tara.mcconnell13@hotmail.com 

taramcconnell.idlife.com 

2438 282nd St.  

Decorah, Iowa 52101

206 W. Water St. Decorah 
563-382-5970 • www.tbocks.com

FOR ALL YOUR DIRTY DEEDS 
CALL FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE 

HEIM CONSTRUCTION 
Marvin Heim- Owner 
2652 River Rd. • Decorah, IA 

Ph: (563) 382-5934 • C: (563) 419-6453
604 Montgomery St. • Decorah 

563-382-3806 | Robert Stalberger, DVM

804 Pole Line Road 
Decorah, IA 52101

JIM CASPER | PRESIDENT
563.382.0642 | www.casperdecorah.com

Family Owned & Operated
Decorah - 563-382-8822

Also located in Cresco & Monona
www.fiskfarmandhome.com

Plumbing • Heating • Electric
 Protivin Decorah 
 (563) 569-8438 (563) 382-3038 

CONST.CONST.CONST.CONST.
Bluffton, Iowa

735-5963
• Sewer Systems • Basements & Driveways

• Terracing, Ponds & Waterways

E&B CHRISTOPHERE&B CHRISTOPHERE&B CHRISTOPHERE&B CHRISTOPHER
ED

563-380-4152
Ben

563-380-4153

 
“Our Pigs Need Your Corn” 

Join our team at Reicks View Farms  
Families Feeding Families 

1-800-461-4044           www.reicksviewfarms.com

Concrete Contractors
Residential - Farm Work

Commercial Paving
Poured Foundation

563-382-2325
www.wicksconstruction.com

563-277-1889 | michele@mlbtax.net 
119 E Water Street | Decorah, IA

Contact Dan Stone • dstone@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2607

Custom Homes • Additions • Remodeling
Custom Cabinetry • Garages • Drywall • Texturing
40 Years Experience• Free Estimates

Dan O’Brien
Construction

(563) 380-8561
1420 Short Street, Ridgeway

Marv Smith ElectricMarv Smith Electric
Plumbing & Heating LLCPlumbing & Heating LLC
2660 150th St. Fort Atkinson, IA 52144

“We Deliver Power and Comfort!”
Promoting LED, Solar and High 

Efficiency Heating & Cooling Systems

563-534-7012

Marv Smith ElectricMarv Smith Electric
Plumbing & Heating LLCPlumbing & Heating LLC
2660 150th St. Fort Atkinson, IA 52144

“We Deliver Power and Comfort!”
Promoting LED, Solar and High 

Efficiency Heating & Cooling Systems

563-534-7012

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Don Dietzenbach 
563-547-2720

www.dondietzenbach.com

(563) 387-9930
911 S Mill St Ste 6, 
Decorah, IA 52101
agents.mutualofomaha.com/rich-reiser

Parish Member

Commercial • Residential • Industrial

Solar Systems
(888) 382-2179

2727 Locust Rd. • Decorah, IA 52101

Residential & Commercial Roofing
Siding and Storm Restoration • 563-419-3959

Fjelstul  
Funeral Home

Serving Families for Four Generations

306 E. Water St. • Decorah, IA 
(563) 382-5210


