
 
 

307 W MAIN STREET, DECORAH, IA 52101  |  PHONE: 563-382-9631  |  WWW.STBENEDICTCC.COM 

SUNDAY, 
MARCH 27, 2022 

 
WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday Mass: 5:30pm  

Sunday Masses: 
7:30am, 10:00am 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday: 4:30-5:00pm, Confessional 
Sunday: 9:00-9:30am, Confessional                               

Other !mes, by appointment 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Tuesday: 5:30pm, Church 

Wednesday & Thursday: 7:00am, Church                                                   
Fridays through the school year: 9:00am, St. Ben’s School 

PARISH STAFF 
Fr. Donald Hertges, Pastor                                

Nick Francois, Deacon                                      
Steve Haluska, Principal                                           

Bonnie Breja, Business Manager,         
Development Director                         

Tyler Wheeler, Pastoral Associate                                                       
Karie Valkosky, Parish Secretary,                
Director of Religious Educa!on 

 
CONTACT US 

PHONE: 563-382-9631 
Email: stbenedict@stbenedictcc.com   
PARISH WEBSITE: stbenedictcc.com                  
CEMETERY: cp.stbenedictcc.com/

FACEBOOK PAGE:                                               
facebook.com/StBenedictCCDecorah                         

   

ST. BENEDICT SCHOOL                                                     
563-382-4668                                                    

WEBSITE: www.st-ben.pvt.k12.ia.us 
 

BULLETIN INFORMATION 
Deadline: Wednesdays, 8:00am                                

Email to: k.valkosky@dbqarch.org       
 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES                                
Counseling: 563-382-1231                                

Immigra!on: 319-364-7121 
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FROM THE DESK OF FATHER HERTGES 

This Fourth Sunday of Lent I am offering the sacrament of the 
anoin!ng of the sick for parishioners who are of advanced years 
and/or those who are afflicted with chronic illnesses especially  
cancer, Parkinson’s Disease, diabetes, heart disease, etc.    
 
Furthermore, this sacrament of healing is intended for those 
who are an!cipa!ng or recovery from surgery and other                   
medical procedures. Finally, I just wish to remind all those who 
struggle with anxiety and depression that you, too, are                                 
appropriate candidates for anoin!ng of the sick, in addi!on to 
those who have serious addic!ons to substances or pas!mes 
that enslave the human person such as alcohol, drugs,                           
pornography and gambling.   
 
The liturgy of the anoin!ng and the actual recep!on of this                     
sacrament will occur immediately a$er all three of our weekend 
Masses. Please note that there will be no drive-up op!ons 
offered. For those who are not comfortable returning to church 
or will be otherwise indisposed this weekend to be anointed, I 
am happy to oblige individual requests for anoin!ng of the sick 
at your private homes, in my office or in church. Just contact the 
parish office in order to make an appointment with me.   
 
Life is short, therefore it is a laudable Catholic prac!ce to be  
somewhat proac!ve in receiving this sacrament; especially prior 
to surgery and in our twilight years. One final point I wish to 
make is that I plan to offer the anoin!ng of the sick to our                   
parishioners who are residents of Wellington Place, Aase 
Haugen Home, and Eastern Star on their respec!ve Thursdays 
once we enter into the month of April.   
 
Finally, while I am on the topic of sacraments of healing and 
grace, one of the main findings of the recent parish survey                         
exercise was the amount of  nega!ve “baggage” that many               
parishioners have regarding the sacrament of reconcilia!on.  
 
While I have been pleasantly surprised and frankly, very                       
impressed with the quality and frequency of confessions at St. 
Benedict’s these past four years as your pastor, I am also                            
realis!c enough to know that many tend to shy away from this 
sacrament across the Catholic ministerial tapestry.    
 
For one, it is never easy to admit that we have sinned and done 
wrong, yet we are all sinners desperately in need of God’s                          
mercy, love and forgiveness. For many people even the simple  
three-word phrase “I am sorry” is almost impossible to ever 
u(er because it takes humility to admit that we have  hurt 
someone; (o$en the ones we know and love the most)  either 
inten!onally or uninten!onally.                 
 
Con!nued on Page 3 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP 
If you are new to the parish or are moving, please call the       
Parish Office, 563-382-9631 

 
BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE  
For all prepara!on and to make arrangements, call the office. 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION                                                                                      
A Family of Faith: Life in Christ, September–May                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                       
CONFIRMATION                                                                                            
Grades 9-11, varying Wednesdays, 7:00pm, Classroom 
 

RCIA                                                                                            
For inquiry into the Catholic Faith, please call the office.                                                                   
 

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS                                                                                         
Catholic Daughters-Joan Leuenberger                                                                   
Knights of Columbus-Tom Hartman                                                         
ACCW-Julie Vulk 
 
NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING 
Creighton Model- Chris!na Teslow: c!mp.fcpi@gmail.com       
319-290-8599 

FINANCIAL REPORT   
Make your dona!on online from anywhere at any !me. 

h(ps://www.stbenedictcc.com/donate 
 

BUDGET FOR MARCH………...….…….…..….…….$48,945 
Received March 1-12………..………$17,278                                              
Received March 13-26………………..31,238                                                   

Needed for March……………………………....…….……$429 
 

YEAR TO DATE BUDGET……….……………..……..$514,816 
YEAR TO DATE RECEIVED……..$522,234 

YEAR TO DATE OVER………….……………...….………$7,418 
 
 

The stewardship message in the parable of the Prodigal Son                        
is that it is never too late to become a good steward.                        

Blessed is the elder brother who had been a good steward all 
along, but blessed, too, is the prodigal                                                             

who had to lose all he had in order to understand 
the value of what he’d been given. 
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE                    

FRIDAY, MARCH 25| 5|  WELCOME BACK TO MASSASSSS!!!
9:00am      School Mass, School: Conrad & Ruth Huber

SATURDAY, MARCH 26
5:30pm      Mass, Church: The People                                                          
6:30pm      Anoin!ng, Church

SUNDAY, MARCH 27
7:30am      Mass, Church: Norman Bohr
8:30am      Anoin!ng, Church                                                         
10:00am    Mass, Church: DiAnn Svenson                                           
11:00am    Anoin!ng, Church                                                                             
11:00am    KC Spring Dinner, PH
6:00pm      StBenYouth, CR

MONDAY, MARCH 28
7:00am-8:00pm     Adora!on, Church                                                       
6:30pm        Mass, Mediacom Channel 15                                                                
8:00pm        Benedic!on, Church                                                               

TUESDAY, MARCH 29
5:30pm       Mass, Church: Jim Dougherty                                                           
Following 5:30pm Mass   Sta!ons of the Cross, Church
                                                                                                  
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30
7:00am     Mass, Church: Living & Deceased Members of the 
Vine Family                                                                                                   
7:30am     Coffee a$er Mass, GS

THURSDAY, MARCH 31
7:00am       Mass, Church: Al R. E(eldorf, Jr.

FRIDAY, APRIL 1
9:00am      School Mass, School: Maly Family

SATURDAY, APRIL 2
4:30pm      Patrio!c Rosary, Church                                                  
5:30pm      Mass, Church: Dennis Frana 

SUNDAY, APRIL 3
7:30am      Mass, Church: Pete & Elenora Franzen
10:00am    Mass, Church: The People 
6:00pm      StBenYouth, CR

In short, admi-ng wrongdoing, cul!va!ng a repentant heart, 
seeking forgiveness and gently pursuing authen!c reconcilia!on 
requires the humility to see ourselves as we truly are, before 
God and our fellow human beings. Yet having stated all that, I 
also am fully aware that more than a few Catholics may have 
had a nega!ve or overly harsh experience in the confessional 
that may s!ll haunt some even decades a$er it transpired.  

The longer I am ordained and live out my priesthood, the more I 
am aware of just how human we priests are, and that we too 
have our personality foibles that may come out at the most       
inopportune occasions, but can literally turn people off from the 
Church in general, if not reconcilia!on in par!cular, as God’s 
forgiveness is mediated through the priest ac!ng as His                         
instrument.   

The Church has come to be(er recognize this as well in more 
recent years, and I can personally and happily a(est to the fact 
that seminaries have indeed come a long way in actually train-
ing its future priests to be compassionate and pastorally 
a(uned to manifes!ng the love of God.  

In short, modern seminary forma!on includes extensive                        
prac!ce in hearing confessions integra!ng moral theology into 
our overall pastoral forma!on. This is crucial as the priest’s              
demeanor, availability, and even the penances assigned can 
help or hinder the penitent’s experience of forgiveness, healing 
and overall growth in conversion.    

So especially for those who have been away from confession for 
several years, PLEASE give this sacrament and the Church that 
offers it another chance!  

That’s all for now, have a great week. More to come, especially 
as we enter into April and closer to the Easter Season!  

FATHER HERTGS CONTINUED

KC SPRING DINNER 
Sunday, March 27th, 11:00am-1:00pm,                                                        

Serving Yankee Pot Roast, Mashed Potatoes and Gravy,          
Coleslaw, Rolls, Hot Vegetables and Dessert.

Adults: $15.00
Children 6-12: $8.00

Children under 5: Free
Tickets available from KC members or at the office.
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PARISH AND AREA NEWS 

AROUND OUR AREA CDA CORNER 

On March 13th, we held our first mee!ng of the year. We 
were thrilled with the turnout of parishioners who came to 
share ideas, hopes, and plans for 2022! Thank you from the 
CDA officers and members; we truly appreciated your !me 
and commitment to making an exci!ng year!  
 
Members unable to join us, please watch for an email about 
our goals and let Joan know if anything should be added                 
prior to our next mee!ng. On April 10th at 11:15am, the 
group will be vo!ng on which projects will be our priori-
ty. PLEASE mark your calendar and come and vote!  
 
Scholarship informa!on has been mailed to all HS seniors. 
SENIORS: If you have not received it, please contact the 
church. Completed applica!ons are due in the office by 
April 1st. Ques!ons? Contact Colleen Wetli: 563-380-8533.  
 
To date, we have placed 188 quilts with families. Please pass 
along any name of families in need to Mary Jane or Peggy. 
Thank you to all who have donated, purchased, or assisted 
with our touching outreach project, comfort quilts! We could 
not do it without all your help!  
 
Our Salad Luncheon is scheduled for Thursday, April 21st. 
Please make plans to a(end! 

 
Please feel free to contact any of the officers for rides,                        

ideas, thoughts, projects, or prayers!                                                         

Joan Leuenberger: 563-382-0014, Diane Sadler: 563-382-2114                    
Peggy Lensing:563-379-0924, Mary Jane Michels:563-382-9522 

Trish Hartman:563-380-2942 

NORTHERN LIGHTS SPRING CONCERT 
Sunday, April 10thy, 3:00pm at Decorah Lutheran Church. A 
freewill offering will be taken, with a por!on of the proceeds 
being donated to Samaritan’s Purse for emergency medical 
care in Ukraine. 

 
COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE 
Thursday, April 28th, 12:30-5:30pm, Stone Ridge Church. To 
schedule appointments: Text LIFESERVE to 999-777 or call 
800.287.4903 
 
DRIVE THRU CHICKEN DINNER 
South Winn Golf & Country Club, Sunday, May 1st,11:00am-
1:00pm. Serving Mike Reicks 3-piece chicken, potatoes, baked 
beans & dinner roll.  Tickets are $14.00 and available at South 
Winn Country Club or from any SWCC member. 

ST. BENEDICT WIDOW’S GROUP 
The Widow’s Group will meet on the 4th Monday of every 

month at 4:00pm in the basement of the church.                                     
The next session will be Monday, March 28th. 

 
This is open to all, the newly widowed, those who have been 
widowed for many years, those who have never a(ended be-

fore, etc. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
The Divine Mercy Novena begins 
on Good Friday, April 15th, and 
ends on Saturday, April 23rd.               

Adora!on and the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet will be part our celebra!on 

of Divine Mercy Sunday on April 
24th. More informa!on can be 
found through the link below.  

 

 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY IS APRIL 24TH 

h(ps://divinemercy.life/the-divine-mercy-novena/?
gclid=Cj0KCQjwo-aCBhC-

ARIsAAkNQit5OaI5GxYP6h0H6gJ5O2Gt4rNqKRnzpeAYoX-
zz0vDGS8LgsdPOIAaAn2nEALw_wcB 
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PATRIOTIC ROSARY
Please join us in praying the Patrio!c Rosary on the first Saturday 
of each month at 4:30pm in the church. Our next Patrio!c Rosary 

will be on April 2nd, at 4:30pm.

  

TOTUS TUUS-VBS AND TEEN
Totus Tuus is back! A$er having over 

60 kids par!cipate last year,                             
we decided to do it again!

SAVE THE DATE-TOTUS TUUS

Totus Tuus (La!n for Totally Yours) is a fun and energe!c parish 
based summer cateche!cal program, for both grade school age 

children and junior and senior high school youth. Totus Tuus 
teaches the faith and ignites the hearts of all who par!cipate.  

Four college-aged missionaries come to spread the Good News of 
Jesus Christ in various parishes throughout the Archdiocese of 

Dubuque. Their youthfulness, energy, and ability to witness to the 
faith make our teachers par!cularly effec!ve with children and 

young people. Invite your grandkids and cousins!                                                                          
All are welcome, non-Catholic, non-Chris!an, out of towners, etc

WHEN                                                                                             
Totus Tuus (Teen): June 19th-23rd                                                                             

Youth entering 7th-12th Grade, every night from 7:00-9:15pm.

Totus Tuus (VBS): June 20th-24th                                                                                  
Students entering 1st-6th Grade, every day from 9:00am-2:30pm.

CONFIRMATION

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratula!ons to our Sophomores 

and Juniors, Confirmed last                         
weekend by Archbishop Jackels.                                                                                                      

Jesus told the story of  e Pr"d#gl S%                                                                                                                 
to make a simple point:                                                                                                                             

     Ne&e' m#n w)a* y+’v, d%e,
Ju. c/e H/e.



Mabe’sMabe’s  
 Pizza Pizza

11:00 A.M. till closing
110 East Water St. • 

Decorah

• (563) 382-4297 • 
Party Room • Full Menu 

Dine-In, Carry Out or Delivery
www.mabespizza.com

   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Benedict, Decorah, IA A 4C 02-0953

Design Solutions 
Distinctive designs for your 

home, business and life.

Marla Klocke 
563-380-8791

www.decorahdesigns.com

PLAN 1 Financial
403 West Water St. • Decorah, IA

“Your Local Full Service Investment Firm”
563-382-8258

Gregory T. Weis, LUTCF - General Securities Principal
Martin T. Weis, LUTCF- General Securities Rep

For all your investment needs
Investments provided through LaSalle St. Securities, LLC (LSS) member SIPC & FINRA

www.plan1financial.com

For all your earth moving
needs, call Eric & Dennis
Rausch at 563-419-8221

or 563-534-2265.

E & D REPAIR
Shop: 1063 County Rd W14 

FT. ATKINSON, IOWA

WINNESHIEK TITLE & 
ABSTRACT COMPANY

Member of Iowa & American Land 
Title Associations 

Mark & Kathy Goulson 
116 Winnebago • Decorah, IA 

(563) 382-5215

Mike Kelly 
563-382-8406 
www.davekelly.com

Massman
construction

& solar
• Energy Efficient Homes
• Solar Sales & Installation

call Tom: 563-380-6712
www.tommassmanconstruction.com

Julie Vulk      Julie Vulk      563.380.8412
2301 Ranch Road, Decorah, IA 52101

www.harman2020.com

382-2020

Weis Buick GMC
Expert Service Department 

& Body Shop

563-382-8474 
www.weisbuick.net 

131 College Dr. • Decorah

The Shady Rest Guest House  
& Shady Shed 

Your Home Away From Home 
Vacation Home & Reception Venue

1658 Hwy. 52, Decorah
(563) 379-4132

shadyrestguesthouse.wix.com/shadyrest-guesthouse

1-800-733-4014
Serving Winneshiek, Howard, Chicksaw, Fayette
Water Conditioners • Iron treatment • Rentals

Bottled Water • Salt Delivery
We service all makes & models

Joseph Hammel Owner

108 West Water Street
Decorah, IA 52101

(563) 382-8440

Bright energy efficient 

fixtures for farm,

dairy, machine shop  

or industry
We deliver!

Utility Rebates Available
Upgrade to high efficiency. It pays!!!
Bob & Peggy Larkin 568-3915

 

Walter Witt, FIC, Field Agent
(563) 419-0400 

E-mail: walter.witt@kofc.org 
Decorah Council #4208

•  L i f e  i n s u r a n c e  
•  r e t i r e m e n t  a n n u i t i e s 
•  L o n g - t e r m  c a r e  & 
  D i s a b i L i t y  i n s u r a n c e

For all your underground Sewer, Storm 
Sewer, Water & Site Preparation. We also 

do Flat & Curb Concrete work.
900 Montgomery Street , Decorah, IA

563-382-2933

(563) 382-2933

Decorah, IA

ROCK... DON’T BUILD WITHOUT IT!!!

206 W. Water St. Decorah 
563-382-5970 • www.tbocks.com

FOR ALL YOUR DIRTY DEEDS 
CALL FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE 

HEIM CONSTRUCTION 
Marvin Heim- Owner 
2652 River Rd. • Decorah, IA 

Ph: (563) 382-5934 • C: (563) 419-6453

804 Pole Line Road 
Decorah, IA 52101

JIM CASPER | PRESIDENT
563.382.0642 | www.casperdecorah.com

Family Owned & Operated
Decorah - 563-382-8822

Also located in Cresco & Monona
www.fiskfarmandhome.com

Plumbing • Heating • Electric
 Protivin Decorah 
 (563) 569-8438 (563) 382-3038 

CONST.CONST.CONST.CONST.
Bluffton, Iowa

735-5963
• Sewer Systems • Basements & Driveways

• Terracing, Ponds & Waterways

E&B CHRISTOPHERE&B CHRISTOPHERE&B CHRISTOPHERE&B CHRISTOPHER
ED

563-380-4152
Ben

563-380-4153

 
“Our Pigs Need Your Corn” 

Join our team at Reicks View Farms  
Families Feeding Families 

1-800-461-4044           www.reicksviewfarms.com

Concrete Contractors
Residential - Farm Work

Commercial Paving
Poured Foundation

563-382-2325
www.wicksconstruction.com

563-277-1889 | michele@mlbtax.net 
119 E Water Street | Decorah, IA

Custom Homes • Additions • Remodeling
Custom Cabinetry • Garages • Drywall • Texturing

40 Years Experience• Free Estimates
Dan O’Brien
Construction

(563) 380-8561
1420 Short Street, Ridgeway

Marv Smith ElectricMarv Smith Electric
Plumbing & Heating LLCPlumbing & Heating LLC
2660 150th St. Fort Atkinson, IA 52144

“We Deliver Power and Comfort!”
Promoting LED, Solar and High 

Efficiency Heating & Cooling Systems

563-534-7012

Marv Smith ElectricMarv Smith Electric
Plumbing & Heating LLCPlumbing & Heating LLC
2660 150th St. Fort Atkinson, IA 52144

“We Deliver Power and Comfort!”
Promoting LED, Solar and High 

Efficiency Heating & Cooling Systems

563-534-7012

Residential & Commercial Roofing
Siding and Storm Restoration • 563-419-3959

Fjelstul  
Funeral Home

Serving Families for Four Generations

306 E. Water St. • Decorah, IA 
(563) 382-5210

DuWayne Brincks
New Home Construction with ICF Concrete Forms

Custom Made Cabinets - Remodeling
FREE Estimates

413 E. Grove St. - P.O. Box 142
Lawler, IA 52154

563.238.3202 - 866.847.3202

HOSPITAL SERVICES • COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES
RESIDENTAL SERVICES

J. DAVID MAHER, M.D.
Cresco Medical Clinic

321 8th Ave. W. • Cresco, IA  |  (563) 547-4340

Your granite & quartz countertop specialists!

563-387-4444
2643 River Rd, Decorah

NMI Insurance Agency
James Clarke

2333 Millennium Road • Decorah, IA

563-382-9695

Viking Storage 
563-380-0612

kerndt auction 
kompany 

308 College Drive 
Decorah, IA 52101 
563-382-8453563-382-8453563-382-8453

Electrical Contracting
&

Handyman Services

Dallas Brusse
563-380-1105

twoguysafixin@gmail.com
Residential • Commercial • Agriculture

Carpentry & Electrical Maintenance & Repair

210 7th Ave SE • Decorah, IA
563-382-3637

Strength in numbers with a personal touch

Family Mexican 
Restaurant

563-382-6052
201 E Water St. • Decorah

www.donjosedecorah.comwww.donjosedecorah.com

PERSONALIZED PLANNING 
 FOR YOUR FINANCIAL GOALS

401 West Water St., Decorah 
Call 563-277-1571

Dick Cuvelier  • Brett Van Sloten

DECORAH KAWASAKI SUZUKI
SPORTS CENTER

1001 Short St., Decorah 
(563) 382-7995 

www.decorah-kawasaki.com

Custom Screen Printing & Embroidery
Decorah | 563-382-9330

www.galleryoftops.com

Fresh Florals And Green Plants  
For All Occasions

Allen & Anita Weis Family
Trees, Shrubs, Annuals, Perennials

563-387-0217 • 906 S. Mechanic St. • Decorah, IA • ladybugdecorah.com

Christian books, 
gifts, Bibles, cards 

and church supplies.

Gifts for baptisms, confirmations, first communions, 
graduations, weddings, anniversaries, and funerals.
104 W. Water St., Decorah • 563-382-4432

Joanie Rollins 
Realtor & Parishioner 
“Call or Text, Honored to Assist” 

563-380-5364 
jrollins@ajrealty.us

 
real estate

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

800-747-7574
Quality continuing education for 

insuance and financial professionals.


