
 
 

307 W MAIN STREET, DECORAH, IA 52101  |  PHONE: 563-382-9631  |  WWW.STBENEDICTCC.COM 

SUNDAY, 
APRIL 24, 2022 

 
WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday Mass: 5:30pm  

Sunday Masses: 
7:30am, 10:00am 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday: 4:30-5:00pm, Confessional 
Sunday: 9:00-9:30am, Confessional                               

Other !mes, by appointment 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Tuesday: 5:30pm, Church 

Wednesday & Thursday: 7:00am, Church                                                   
Fridays through the school year: 9:00am, St. Ben’s School 

 

PARISH STAFF 
Fr. Donald Hertges, Pastor                                

Nick Francois, Deacon                                      
Steve Haluska, Principal                                           

Bonnie Breja, Business Manager,         
Development Director                         

Tyler Wheeler, Pastoral Associate                                                       
Karie Valkosky, Parish Secretary,                
Director of Religious Educa!on 

 
CONTACT US 

PHONE: 563-382-9631 
Email: stbenedict@stbenedictcc.com   
PARISH WEBSITE: stbenedictcc.com                  
CEMETERY: cp.stbenedictcc.com/

FACEBOOK PAGE:                                               
facebook.com/StBenedictCCDecorah                         

   

ST. BENEDICT SCHOOL                                                     
563-382-4668                                                    

WEBSITE: www.st-ben.pvt.k12.ia.us 
 

BULLETIN INFORMATION 
Deadline: Wednesdays, 8:00am                                

Email to: k.valkosky@dbqarch.org       
 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES                                
Counseling: 563-382-1231                                

Immigra!on: 319-364-7121 
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FROM THE DESK OF FATHER HERTGES 

FINANCIAL REPORT   
Make your dona!on online from anywhere at any !me. 

h"ps://www.stbenedictcc.com/donate 
 

BUDGET FOR APRIL………...….…….…..….…….$79,445 
Received April 1-9………..………$16,483                                                    
Received  April 10-16.…………..$14,383                                          
Received April 17-23……...………40,859                                           

Needed in April…………………….…....……...……$7,720 
 

YEAR TO DATE BUDGET……….…………..……..$583,618 
YEAR TO DATE RECEIVED………...$599,255 

YEAR TO DATE OVER………..………………...….…$15,637 
 

Please keep in your prayers all our children who are making their 
First Holy Communion this Sunday and their families, as the                      
recep!on of this second sacrament of ini!a!on is truly a spiritual 
milestone in the life of every young Roman Catholic.   
 
I also like to especially remind parents that now that your son or 
daughter has received Jesus in the Eucharist, they have a right to 
receive Him truly present  (Body, Blood, Soul and Dignity) every 
Sunday and Holy Day of Obliga!on herea"er. In other words, no 
spor!ng or other secular events held on weekends should be                  
permi"ed to hinder families and individuals from a"ending Mass 
and partaking in the most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist.   
 
While I am on the topic of Eucharist, sacrament, and blood, I wish 
to communicate with everyone that I do not plan to reintroduce 
the cup containing the Blood of Christ to the lay faithful at the                      
present !me. Just prior to our March celebra!on of the sacrament 
of confirma!on, I telephoned Archbishop Jackels to ask his advice 
on offering the common cup to the laity at Mass. His response was 
to the effect that the pastor s!ll has final say in what is or isn’t 
offered at Mass, but at the same !me he shared with me that he 
thought it is s!ll good for us to exercise due prudence in this                  
regard. In addi!on to this, he expressed his thoughts more fully 
through  a communique with all  the priests just prior to Holy 
Week that I will share with you in its en!rety below: 
 
Of late, I’ve heard some priests are pondering or planning to                      
resume distribu!ng Holy Communion under both species to the 
congrega!on. A Pastor may resume the prac!ce, but isn’t required.  
Nor are congregants required to receive both species; if they’re 
concerned about contagion, they can abstain. For my part, in keep-
ing with the 2003 norms developed by Archbishop Hanus, I don’t 
intend to place any restric!on on the prac!ce of Communion under 
both species. It’s not only permi#ed, but encouraged to offer the 
cup whenever Mass is celebrated, especially on Sundays and other 
holy days of obliga!on, because it provides…A fuller form of the 
sacramental sign; an op!on for those who are gluten intolerant; 
and defense against clericalism, if only clerics were to receive both 
species. Speaking of clerics, when a deacon assists at any Mass, he 
should receive under both species, from the same or a separate 
chalice, even if the cup isn’t offered to the people.   
 
Having stated and quoted all that, my thoughts on this are as                    
follows in that I do not know what people’s comfort levels are  
regarding drinking out of cups offered to the liturgical assembly at 
Mass. I am just ecsta!c that people are coming back to church                   
consistently in good numbers over the past six weeks. Even in pre-
pandemic !mes it was always a guessing game of sorts as to how 
many hosts and wine to prepare for consecra!on at Mass as some-
one must consume the remainder of the Precious Blood of Christ 
at the altar if the lay faithful do not partake in sufficient numbers.   
                                                                                                                                     
Con!nued on page 4...  

CELEBRATE DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 
Please join us in praying the Chaplet together                                            

at 3:00pm in the Church.  
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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS PLAN MARCH FOR LIFE  
This Saturday, April 30th, students, community members, and                     
pro-life supporters will gather at St. Benedict’s Prayer Garden at 
10:00am for a pro-life rally and march through downtown                               
Decorah. An op!onal Mass will be held at 10:00am, with sign making, 
rosary making, and vendors beginning at 10:30am. Zach Gignac will 
provide live music !ll 12:00pm when speakers will start. The speaker 
lineup includes pro life advocates, student organizers, and Father 
Robert Gross. At 1:00pm, the march will begin through downtown 
Decorah, passing by the Winneshiek County Courthouse and Water 
Street. Facebook Event Page: h"ps://'.me/e/1XhqW5EqV  

 
DECORAH CHORALE PRESENTS “ON OUR WAY” 
Spring concert Sunday, May 1st, 3:00pm at Decorah Lutheran Church  
 
8TH GRADE CLASS FUNDRAISER BREAKFAST 
May 1st, 8:00am-noon. Free will dona!on for their D.C. trip. 
 
LAURA’S SACK LUNCH DRIVE THRU MEAL                                   
Sunday, May 1st, 11:00am-1:00pm, Burr Oak Lutheran Church                  
Ribeye Steak Sandwich Meal: $12, Cheeseburger Meal: $10 
 
JIM WOODFORD PRESENTATION                                     
An encouraging story of spending eleven hours in heaven. Saturday, 
May 7th, 1:00pm, Hugeback Johnson Funeral Home, New Hampton. 
For reserva!ons: 641.394.4334 
 
COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE                                                    
Thursday, May 26th, 12:30-5:30, Stone Ridge Church. Call 
800.287.4903 for appointments. 

 

AREA NEWS 

CDA NEWS 
We hope everyone had a Happy and Blessed Easter                                              

from the Catholic Daughters! 
At our April 10th mee!ng we voted on ac!vi!es we want to do in the 

coming year.  Top choices included things we already do such as: 
Nursing Home Outreach/Bingo, Coffee Sunday, Egg Bake Brunch, and 

Salad Luncheon 
And some new ac!vi!es including: Death by Chocolate Event, Baked 

Potato Bar Fundraiser, a Weekly Pot Luck Lunch, Marian Shrine                   
Pilgrimage, and May Day Baskets for Shut Ins.   
It seems Food and Outreach are our passions. 

At our next mee!ng May 15th (note change of date to avoid                       
Mother’s Day) we will be reassigning standing commi"ee                                    

membership and forming commi"ees to accomplish these                              
new ac!vi!es.  We hope to see you there. 

 
SUNDAY, MAY 1|FAMILY WEEKEND 
7:30am      Mass, Church: The People 
10:00am    Mass, Church: Herb & Charlene 
Zweibohmer and Joe Weis 
11:00am    Family of Faith at Coffee and Rolls 
6:00pm      Final StBenYouth for the year 

FRIDAY, APRIL 22 
9:00am      Mass, School: Carl & Rosina Wiederin 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 23 
5:30pm      Mass, Church: Wendy Dotzenrod Ney and                       
Jayme Neubauer 
 
SUNDAY, APRIL 24|DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 
7:30am      Mass, Church: The People 
10:00am    Mass, Church: Darlene Elsbernd  
1:00pm      First Communion Mass: The First Communicants 
3:00pm      Divine Mercy Chaplet, Church 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 25 
7:00am-8:00pm     Adora!on, Church                                                       
4:00pm      Widow’s Group, GS                                                                        
6:30pm        Mass, Mediacom Channel 15                                                                
8:00pm        Benedic!on, Church                                                                
 
TUESDAY, APRIL 26 
5:30pm    Mass, DiAnn Svenson  
                                                                                                  
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27 
7:00am     Mass, Church: Jeffrey Kenney                                                                                     
7:30am     Coffee a-er Mass, GS                                                                
  
THURSDAY, APRIL 28 
7:00am       Mass, Church: Conrad & Ruth Huber and                               
Cecilia Leuenberger                                                                                                                                                                          
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 29 
9:00am      Mass, School: Deceased Members                                               
of the Keune Family 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 30 
5:30pm      Mass, Church: Jerry Samuelson 
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

 
 

Congratulations to our students                       
receiving their First Holy Communion 

this weekend. 
 
 

Anthony Christopher 
Thomas Crain 

Lydia Dahl 
Claire Elsbernd 

Parker Friederick 
Keaton Hageman 
Vaughn Hayek 
Aiden Hemesath 
Grady Huinker 
Maya Kuehner 

Roslynn Lensing 
Regan Miner 
Marlee Panos 
Colin Pechota 
Avery Riehle 

Bryer Tarwater 
 
 
 
 
 

Meanwhile I  would like to do some more liturgical catechesis and 
will communicate with all of you well in advance of the cup being 
offered. This is !mely and appropriate because significant theme of 
the Easter Season is the“Bread of Life Discourse” from John’s                     
Gospel.   
 
For several years, large segments of the Church have been                             
experiencing quite an embarrassing and, dare I say, scandalous 
aberra!on regarding the recep!on and a;tude towards Holy                      
Communion, in that the op!on of offering the Eucharist under both 
species had become a fairly widespread prac!ce, but sta!s!cal 
analysis, bolstered by basic pastoral observa!on, reveals just how 
few Roman Catholics actually believe in the Real Presence at Mass.  
 
To illustrate this point a bit further, if we had a higher belief and    
adherence to this central doctrine, we would be ordaining a lot 
more priests and would not be contempla!ng closing and/or                     
clustering more of our parishes. Nor would we allow others to 
schedule sports events on weekends (especially Sunday mornings) 
or permit recrea!onal ac!vi!es to take precedence over worship-
ping God and receiving His Son in the Eucharist.   
 
These aforemen!oned pursuits, in and of themselves are not sinful, 
but they have been doing a stellar job of distrac!ng and preven!ng 
en!re families from regularly making it to church on weekends.      
 
More to come on this fundamental tenet of our faith. Have a great 
week, and Happy Divine Mercy Sunday!  

...FATHER HERTGES CONTINUED 

Ryan Monson……...by Rick and Jan Monson 
Arnie Fortman………..….....by Janet Fortman 

Easter Flowers  
GIVEN IN 

 Loving Memory of... 

BAPTISM                                                                                                                       
Congratula!ons to Becke" Jamison Luther,                                               

son of Aus!n & Teage Luther.                                                                       
Becket was bap!zed April 23, 2022. 
We welcome you to God’s family!!! 

 
 

Please keep all of our                      
students and their                     
families in your                   

prayers. 
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DECORAH FOOD PANTRY 

The Decorah Community Food Pantry board invites members 
of your congrega!on to an “open house” at Whalen Cabin, 
Phelps Park on Monday, May 9th from 5:00-7:00pm. The 
event will honor former staff, welcome the new director, and 
celebrate all the churches, volunteers, donors, and                                                          
community members who have supported the Pantry and 
helped us serve food insecure people. Refreshments will be 
served. Masks are recommended. 

REGISTER NOW! 
Use the link below for registra!on.  

Grandchildren, nieces and nephews, friends, classmates,                          
neighbors…ALL are welcome!!! 

Registra!on link: h"ps://bit.ly/TotusTuusSummer 

NO STBENYOUTH THIS WEEKEND                           
Please note, there will be no youth group this Sunday,                   

April 24th. We’ll meet for the final !me this year on May 1st. 
Watch for more details about that night to come! 

SECOND GRADERS AT HOLY THURSDAY                            
Our second graders preparing for First Communion                             

took part in the procession of the Eucharist                                                  
at the end of Mass on Holy Thursday.  

WIDOW’S GROUP THIS WEEK 
The Widow’s Group will meet on Monday,                                                     

April 25th at 4:00pm, in the Gathering Space.                                           
Whether you’re newly widowed or have been 
for many years, we’d love to have you join us! 



Mabe’sMabe’s  
 Pizza Pizza

11:00 A.M. till closing
110 East Water St. • 

Decorah

• (563) 382-4297 • 
Party Room • Full Menu 

Dine-In, Carry Out or Delivery
www.mabespizza.com

			   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St. Benedict, Decorah, IA	 A 4C 02-0953

Design Solutions 
Distinctive designs for your 

home, business and life.

Marla Klocke 
563-380-8791

www.decorahdesigns.com

PLAN 1 Financial
403 West Water St. • Decorah, IA

“Your Local Full Service Investment Firm”
563-382-8258

Gregory T. Weis, LUTCF - General Securities Principal
Martin T. Weis, LUTCF- General Securities Rep

For all your investment needs
Investments provided through LaSalle St. Securities, LLC (LSS) member SIPC & FINRA

www.plan1financial.com

For all your earth moving
needs, call Eric & Dennis
Rausch at 563-419-8221

or 563-534-2265.

E & D REPAIR
Shop: 1063 County Rd W14 

FT. ATKINSON, IOWA

WINNESHIEK TITLE & 
ABSTRACT COMPANY

Member of Iowa & American Land 
Title Associations 

Mark & Kathy Goulson 
116 Winnebago • Decorah, IA 

(563) 382-5215

Mike Kelly 
563-382-8406 
www.davekelly.com

Massman
construction

& solar
• Energy Efficient Homes
• Solar Sales & Installation

call Tom: 563-380-6712
www.tommassmanconstruction.com

Julie Vulk      Julie Vulk      563.380.8412
2301 Ranch Road, Decorah, IA 52101

www.harman2020.com

382-2020

Weis Buick GMC
Expert Service Department 

& Body Shop

563-382-8474 
www.weisbuick.net 

131 College Dr. • Decorah

The Shady Rest Guest House  
& Shady Shed 

Your Home Away From Home 
Vacation Home & Reception Venue

1658 Hwy. 52, Decorah
(563) 379-4132

shadyrestguesthouse.wix.com/shadyrest-guesthouse

Joseph Hammel Owner

108 West Water Street
Decorah, IA 52101

(563) 382-8440

Bright energy efficient 

fixtures for farm,

dairy, machine shop  

or industry
We deliver!

Utility Rebates Available
Upgrade to high efficiency. It pays!!!
Bob & Peggy Larkin 568-3915

 

Walter Witt, FIC, Field Agent
(563) 419-0400 

E-mail: walter.witt@kofc.org 
Decorah Council #4208

•  L i f e  I n s u r a n c e  
•  R e t i r e m e n t  A n n u i t i e s 
•  L o n g - T e r m  C a r e  & 
  D i s a b i l i t y  I n s u r a n c e

For all your underground Sewer, Storm 
Sewer, Water & Site Preparation. We also 

do Flat & Curb Concrete work.
900 Montgomery Street , Decorah, IA

563-382-2933

(563) 382-2933

Decorah, IA

ROCK... DON’T BUILD WITHOUT IT!!!

206 W. Water St. Decorah 
563-382-5970 • www.tbocks.com

FOR ALL YOUR DIRTY DEEDS 
CALL FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE 

HEIM CONSTRUCTION 
Marvin Heim- Owner 
2652 River Rd. • Decorah, IA 

Ph: (563) 382-5934 • C: (563) 419-6453

804 Pole Line Road 
Decorah, IA 52101

JIM CASPER | PRESIDENT
563.382.0642 | www.casperdecorah.com

Family Owned & Operated
Decorah - 563-382-8822

Also located in Cresco & Monona
www.fiskfarmandhome.com

CONST.CONST.CONST.CONST.
Bluffton, Iowa

735-5963
• Sewer Systems • Basements & Driveways

• Terracing, Ponds & Waterways

E&B CHRISTOPHERE&B CHRISTOPHERE&B CHRISTOPHERE&B CHRISTOPHER
ED

563-380-4152
Ben

563-380-4153

 
“Our Pigs Need Your Corn” 

Join our team at Reicks View Farms  
Families Feeding Families 

1-800-461-4044           www.reicksviewfarms.com

Concrete Contractors
Residential - Farm Work

Commercial Paving
Poured Foundation

563-382-2325
www.wicksconstruction.com

563-277-1889 | michele@mlbtax.net 
119 E Water Street | Decorah, IA

Custom Homes • Additions • Remodeling
Custom Cabinetry • Garages • Drywall • Texturing

40 Years Experience• Free Estimates
Dan O’Brien
Construction

(563) 380-8561
1420 Short Street, Ridgeway

Marv Smith ElectricMarv Smith Electric
Plumbing & Heating LLCPlumbing & Heating LLC
2660 150th St. Fort Atkinson, IA 52144

“We Deliver Power and Comfort!”
Promoting LED, Solar and High 

Efficiency Heating & Cooling Systems

563-534-7012

Marv Smith ElectricMarv Smith Electric
Plumbing & Heating LLCPlumbing & Heating LLC
2660 150th St. Fort Atkinson, IA 52144

“We Deliver Power and Comfort!”
Promoting LED, Solar and High 

Efficiency Heating & Cooling Systems

563-534-7012

Residential & Commercial Roofing
Siding and Storm Restoration • 563-419-3959

Fjelstul  
Funeral Home

Serving Families for Four Generations

306 E. Water St. • Decorah, IA 
(563) 382-5210

DuWayne Brincks
New Home Construction with ICF Concrete Forms

Custom Made Cabinets - Remodeling
FREE Estimates

413 E. Grove St. - P.O. Box 142
Lawler, IA 52154

563.238.3202 - 866.847.3202

HOSPITAL SERVICES • COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES
RESIDENTAL SERVICES

J. DAVID MAHER, M.D.
Cresco Medical Clinic

321 8th Ave. W. • Cresco, IA  |  (563) 547-4340

Your granite & quartz countertop specialists!

563-387-4444
2643 River Rd, Decorah

NMI Insurance Agency
James Clarke

2333 Millennium Road • Decorah, IA

563-382-9695

Viking Storage 
563-380-0612

Kerndt Auction 
Kompany 

308 College Drive 
Decorah, IA 52101 
563-382-8453563-382-8453563-382-8453

Electrical Contracting
&

Handyman Services

Dallas Brusse
563-380-1105

twoguysafixin@gmail.com
Residential • Commercial • Agriculture

Carpentry & Electrical Maintenance & Repair

123 W Water Street • Decorah, IA
563-382-3637

Strength in numbers with a personal touch

Family Mexican 
Restaurant

563-382-6052
201 E Water St. • Decorah

www.donjosedecorah.comwww.donjosedecorah.com

PERSONALIZED PLANNING 
 FOR YOUR FINANCIAL GOALS

401 West Water St., Decorah 
Call 563-277-1571

Dick Cuvelier  • Brett Van Sloten

DECORAH KAWASAKI SUZUKI
SPORTS CENTER

1001 Short St., Decorah 
(563) 382-7995 

www.decorah-kawasaki.com

Custom Screen Printing & Embroidery
Decorah | 563-382-9330

www.galleryoftops.com

Fresh Florals And Green Plants  
For All Occasions

Allen & Anita Weis Family
Trees, Shrubs, Annuals, Perennials

563-387-0217 • 906 S. Mechanic St. • Decorah, IA • ladybugdecorah.com

Christian books, 
gifts, Bibles, cards 

and church supplies.

Gifts for baptisms, confirmations, first communions, 
graduations, weddings, anniversaries, and funerals.
104 W. Water St., Decorah • 563-382-4432

Joanie Rollins 
Realtor & Parishioner 
“Call or Text, Honored to Assist” 

563-380-5364 
jrollins@ajrealty.us

 
real estate

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

800-747-7574
Quality continuing education for 

insuance and financial professionals.


