
Mission Statement 
We, the people of St. Michael’s Catholic Parish, are many parts, but one body. As 
a community of believers in Jesus Christ and inspired by the Holy Spirit, we 
celebrate the sacraments, are challenged by Sacred Scripture and Roman 
Catholic Tradition, share of ourselves in service to others, and strive to promote 
the dignity of all human life and justice for all, as we continue toward the eternal 
glory of God’s kingdom. 

The Fourth Sunday Of Easter 

Parish Staff 

Pastor 
Fr. John Frost 

755-5244 

Email: jmfrost@harlannet.com  
 

 

Parish Ministers 
Rev. Mr. Jim DeBlauw 

Rev. Mr. Pat Davitt (retired) 

712-755-5244 
 

 

Director of Faith Formation 
Veronica Wright 

712-755-5366 

Email: stmikere@harlannet.com 
 

 

Parish Secretary 

Brenda Blum 

712-755-5244 

Email: stmike@harlannet.com 
 

 

Office Assistant 
Cindy Marcin 

712-755-5244 

Email: officeassistant@harlannet.com 
 

 

Maintenance/Custodian 
Chad Ewing 

712-755-5244 

stmikemt@harlannet.com  
 

Hispanic Outreach Minister 
Sr. Joyce Blum, FSPA 

712-489-2426 

Email: sisterjblum@fmctc.com 
 

 

Shelby County Catholic School 
Principal Ann Andersen  

712-755-5634 

www.shelcocath.pvt.k12.ia.us 

St. Michael's 
C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H  

Parish Office 

Church Address 

2001 College Place 

Harlan, IA 51537 

Mailing Address 

1912 18th Street 

Harlan, IA 51537 

Website: www.stmichaelparish.com 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 am—4:30 pm 
Phone:   755-5244 
Fax: 755-2604 
Parish Hall/Kitchen:  755-5744 

March 29, 2020 

The Fifth Sunday of Lent  
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Financial Blessings Received  

Mar. 15 & 22 , 2020     $                      9,026                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Needed Each Week           $                    14,424                                                                          

Difference    (5,398)            

 ( )  If deficit 

Year to Date (YTD)               $                     4,511                                                                                                                                     

WEEKLY PRAYER 

 

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 29, 2020  
Sunday: 5th Sunday of Lent  
Wednesday: April Fools’ Day  
Thursday: St Francis of Paola, Hermit  
Saturday: St. Isidore, Bishop and Doctor of the Church  
Next Sunday: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord  
 

 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 29, 2020  
Monday 3/30 Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62/Jn 8:1-11 
Tuesday 3/31  Nm 21:4-9/Jn 8:21-30  
Wednesday 4/1 Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Jn 8:31-42  
Thursday 4/2 Gn 17:3-9/Jn 8:51-59  
Friday 4/3 Jer 20:10-13/Jn 10:31-42  
Next Sunday 4/4 Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14—
27:66   
 
 

Sunday Masses and daily Masses are suspended indefinitely. 
Sunday Mass is televised on cable TV (HMU Channel 15 at 4:00 
pm on Sunday and Wednesday, on Mediacom Channel 18 at 
4:00 pm on Monday, and on FMCTC Channel 48 at 4:00 pm on Sunday.)  Sunday Mass is also 
available on demand by accessing the Harlan Knights of Columbus channel on Youtube: 
https://tinyurl.com/y4ax6z3g  

 
  

       
          
 
 

Grant Eternal Rest, O Lord, To: 
 

Wayne Broeckelman, father of Monte 
Broeckelman of our parish.   

    

  Parish Offices 
The parish offices are closed to walk-in 

business. The staff is available by mail, phone, 

or email from 8:00-4:30, Monday through 

Friday.  There is a drop box at the door to 

leave notes or mail. 

Annual Diocesan Appeal Update 
Our ADA assessment for 2020 is $52,675. We are off 
to a great start! As of March 23, we have had 100 
donors who have given or pledged $27,940. This is 
53% of our goal. Thank you to those who have 
donated. You can mail your donation to the office, 
send it directly to the diocese or give online through 
the diocesan website at https://www.dmdiocese.org/ 

        SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
If you would like to go to confession, please 

call Fr. John to schedule an appointment.  
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 Lent is a Time to Feast and Fast 

        Fast from judging others.  

        Feast on the Christ within them. 

        Fast from emphasis on differences. 

        Feast on the unity of all life. 

        Fast from apparent darkness. 

        Feast on the reality of light. 

        Fast from thought of illness. 

       Feast on the healing power of God. 

       Fast from discontent. 

       Feast on gratitude. 

       Fast from anger. 

       Feast on patience. 

       Fast from pessimism. 

      Feast on optimism. 

      Fast from worry. 

     Feast on God’s love for you. 

By Margaret Murray, CSJ 

Even though we say that we 
believe, there is a part of us 
that doesn’t. There are many 
times in our lives when we 
experience death, whether it be 

the physical death of someone we love, a failed 
relationship, the loss of a job, or a broken dream. As 
we are going through these death experiences, we 
can easily find ourselves reaching out to God to make 
it better and fix it! We think that the proper order of 
life is to maintain the things of this world, especially 
those things that are essential to our sense of well-
being and security. We do not like change. The 
grieving that comes from our death experiences can 
keep us stuck and in despair. If we have lost 
something or someone of great value, the very 
meaning and essence of life is lost with them. We 
need gentle companions to lift us from despair and 
that is precisely who God desires to be in our life as 
well. 
 

God calls us out of our tombs, where we have been 
closed up in fear and despair, and shouts, “Come 
out!” He desperately wants to show us the path to 
hope and the new life that is possible after loss and 
death. But our faith can be weak, and we still prefer 
to cling to the memory of what we had rather than 
the joyful possibilities of tomorrow. We sometimes 
live as if God is not real and that the transformative 
power of His resurrected presence is a story found in 
the Bible rather than a narrative unfolding in our lives. 
 

God is the God of surprises, not our demise. God 
opens new possibilities, begins new chapters, creates 
new verses, and brings us to new heights! We spend 
so much time and energy ruminating over what we 
left behind yesterday that we are far too tired to see 
what can unfold tomorrow. Loving someone new 
doesn’t negate our past loves. Embracing the love of a 
person, God, or life itself tomorrow doesn’t diminish 
the love of yesterday. Each of our loves is different, 
and one cannot be replaced by another. They don’t 
cancel each other out. God truly has tended to every 
detail of our lives, and if we listen to each detail, we 
find that they all lead us back to Him. Jesus wants us 
to come out of our closed-up tombs. Are we going to 
listen this time? 

If You Should Contract COVID—19 
 

For those individuals that contract COVID-19 
Bishop Joensen has granted a plenary indulgence 
(forgiveness of all sins). The conditions for 
receiving plenary indulgence are a spirit of 
repentance for the sins of a person’s life e.g., 
(praying “Lord forgive me of my sins or Lord have 
mercy on me a sinner”). After recovery from 
COVID-19, the person needs to have the intention 
to go to confession, receive Holy Communion, and 
pray for the needs of the world as soon as 
possible. Finally, a plenary indulgence is granted 
to a person at the moment of death when they are 
unable to receive the sacrament of the sick. The 
only conditions are the person be properly 
disposed e.g., (expressed act of faith or sorrow 
and that a cross or rosary should be present in the 
room).  

Scripture Reflection 



Remember the Sick 

Bonnie Peterson 
Gary Kenkel 
Randy Smith 
Charlotte Leinen  
Tami Rueschenberg  
Bernard Stein  
Jennifer Anderson 
Gay Burgod  
Connie Coenen 
Alexander 
Charley Falkena  
Fr. Glen Wilwerding  

Virginia Kruse  
Mildred Vandenberg 
Carol Thompson 
Verle Greer  
Kelly Gaer  
Betty Markham  
Phil Speck 
Danielle Keninger   
Travis 
Leslie Evans 
Maria Celina D.C. Marcon 
Helio Marcon 

The 6 Characteristics of an Everyday Stewardship for 
Lent – Committed 
 

I remember Jim Valvano, Jimmy V to many, saying the 
iconic words, “Don’t give up; you can never give up.” 
The former coach of the NC State men’s basketball 
team was dying of cancer, yet he refused to throw in 
the towel and give in to his disease. His words 
exemplified the best of the human spirit we all share. 
Sometimes, living out those words seem much more 
difficult than saying them.  
 

These words are also important for our faith life. The 
life Jesus calls us to is not easy. When working toward 
a life of greater generosity and surrender of all to 
God, we are prone to fall flat on our face many times. 
We are not called to this life only when we are strong. 
It is how we respond when times are the most 
difficult that truly defines us as disciples and 
stewards. The world may think we are down for the 
count, but rising again gives testimony that in Christ 
we are stronger. 
 

Commitment takes a willingness to do the things 
needed to get stronger and build our spiritual 
muscles. We cannot expect to find success in the 
spiritual life unless we continue to work on our 
resolve and grow in our knowledge of the faith. A 
marathon runner would never be able to make it to 
the finish line unless they have trained and prepared 
in advance. We must work hard to stay the course 
and prepare for the race at hand. No matter what this 
life may have in store for us, we are called to not give 
up. God will never give up on us.  

 As we come to the fifth full week of Lent Pope 
Francis gives us some insight on striving for holiness. It is 
taken from his Apostolic Exhortation, Rejoice and Be Glad.  
The following is from Chapter 3 # 95.  
 Pope Francis calls this section The Great Criterion.  
In the twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew’s Gospel (31-46), 
Jesus expands on the Beatitude that calls the merciful 
blessed. If we seek the holiness pleasing to God’s eyes, this 
text offers us one clear criterion on which we will be 
judged. “I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 
me”  (Matthew 25:35-36) 
 How will we be judged on doing those very 
things?   

 Apostolic Exhortation  
“Rejoice and Be Glad”  

 Opportunity to Dream 
Young people must be 
provided good nutrition to 
be able to pursue their 
dreams. Did you have the 

opportunity to dream? What can you do to give 
young people the opportunity to dream? Visit 
crsricebowl.org for more.  

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ADVERTISERS 
Our advertisers need your help during these 
difficult times!  
 

Please show your support for your parish by also 
supporting our advertisers. We wouldn’t be able 
to bring you our bulletin every week without 
them, and right now they need your help more 
than ever. Please encourage and remind others to 
show their support and shop local during these 
hard times!  

 EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
Recognize God in Your Ordinary Moments 
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• Independent Living • Assisted Living 
• Rehabilitation Stays • Health Center 

• Memory Care

2104 12th St. • Harlan, IA 51537 
712-755-5174 • www.ElmCrest.net

HARLAN • AVOCA 
UNDERWOOD • AUDUBON 

Locally Owned & Operated 
Bob & Julie Kesterson, Parishioners

Keeping Quality in the Craft Since 1964
712-263-3981

www.denisondrywall.com
2307 Hwy. 30 E., P.O. Box 453, Denison, IA 51442

Kwik-Rx PharmacyKwik-Rx Pharmacy
Independently Owned & Operated

Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 5:30 | Sat. 8:30 - 1:00

(712) 755-3823
www.kwikrxpharmacy.com

2308 12th St. • Harlan, IA 51537

H&R BLOCK
Business Services

Payroll, Bookkeeping, Tax and Advice

1110 6th Street Harlan, IA 51537
712-755-2055 www.hrblock.com

St. Michael Parish Endowment
Consider a gift to our parish endowment 

a gift that keeps on giving.

Contact Fr. John Frost for information

OSBORN
AUCTION LLC

Mitch Osborn
712-755-7167

www.osbornauction.com

secret serenity
A TAMI KLOEWER SALON

712.235.8264 
915 7TH STREET, SUITE 103 

HARLAN IOWA 51537 
SECRETSERENITY@FMCTC.COM

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

Daniel & Ellen 
Walsh-Rosmann 

- Owners -

(712) 235-6455 • 1107 7th St. • Harlan  
Hrs: Tues-Sat 7am-2pm • Sun: 8am-2pm

209 3rd Ave Earling, IA
712-747-3786

Over 15 years experience
Screenprinting - Embroidery - Signs

Schools - Business - Groups

Memory Care
Residence

We put our heart into caring for
your loved one with memory loss

712-242-5734 | 703 Dye St Harlan
hansenhouseassistedliving.com

755-3881

1414 Chatburn Ave. • Harlan, IA 
www.towncountrycu.com

Quality Service Since 1918

714 W 7st St., Atlantic
712-243-1535

www.camblinmechanical.com

2803 South Ave 
Harlan, IA 57537

Ahrenholtz 
Construction, Inc
712 755 3546

Call LPi today for advertising info (800) 950-9952


