
Mission Statement 
We, the people of St. Michael’s Catholic Parish, are many parts, but one body. As 
a community of believers in Jesus Christ and inspired by the Holy Spirit, we 
celebrate the sacraments, are challenged by Sacred Scripture and Roman 
Catholic Tradition, share of ourselves in service to others, and strive to promote 
the dignity of all human life and justice for all, as we continue toward the eternal 
glory of God’s kingdom. 

The Fourth Sunday Of Easter 

Parish Staff 

Pastor 
Fr. John Frost 

755-5244 

Email: jmfrost@harlannet.com  
 

 

Parish Ministers 
Rev. Mr. Jim DeBlauw 

Rev. Mr. Pat Davitt (retired) 

712-755-5244 
 

 

Director of Faith Formation 
Veronica Wright 

712-755-5366 

Email: stmikere@harlannet.com 
 

 

Parish Secretary 

Brenda Blum 

712-755-5244 

Email: stmike@harlannet.com 
 

 

Office Assistant 
Cindy Marcin 

712-755-5244 

Email: officeassistant@harlannet.com 
 

 

Maintenance/Custodian 
Chad Ewing 

712-755-5244 

stmikemt@harlannet.com  
 

Hispanic Outreach Minister 
Sr. Joyce Blum, FSPA 

712-489-2426 

Email: sisterjblum@fmctc.com 
 

 

Shelby County Catholic School 
Principal Ann Andersen  

712-755-5634 

www.shelcocath.pvt.k12.ia.us 

St. Michael's 
C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H  

Parish Office 

Church Address 

2001 College Place 

Harlan, IA 51537 

Mailing Address 

1912 18th Street 

Harlan, IA 51537 

Website: www.stmichaelparish.com 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 am—4:30 pm 
Phone:   755-5244 
Fax: 755-2604 
Parish Hall/Kitchen:  755-5744 

April 12, 2020 

Easter Sunday  
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LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
Our world wants us to believe that life is only what we make of it. Today, we realize how untrue that is. Life is 
ultimately about what God makes of it, and the resurrection of Jesus reveals this. Alleluia, Christ is risen! Who do 
you understand yourself to be? What we did yesterday, are doing today, and may do tomorrow pretty much 
determine how we perceive ourselves. We even perceive Jesus this way in limiting our vision of him to his earthly 
accomplishments. But, we know through today’s triumphant celebration that Christ is much more than his earthly 
legacy. The transfigured and resurrected Christ is the beginning, the end, and the fulfillment of all things and every 
person. All that Jesus did stands in second place to who we now know him to be. Do we realize that this will be 
our journey too? Christ is risen. Alleluia, alleluia! 

Easter Message from Fr. John 
In a normal, typical year Easter is a celebration of great joy and happiness. A time of pretty 
dresses and bonnets, of big meals, and Easter Egg Hunts. As we well know, this year of 2020 is 
not a normal, typical year because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Sadly, we are still unable to go to 
church to celebrate and worship, but this does not mean that we can’t find Easter joy. 
 

The resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ is the celebration of the power of transformation, 
specifically the transformation from death to life. Although the COVID-19 virus is all around us, 
and the number of people contracting this virus is still growing, if we look hard enough Easter 
joy can be found. Countless lives are being transformed for the better by the love of the 
resurrected Lord. Easter is not only about what happened to our Lord, it is also the healing 
which is going on all around us. Lives are being transformed by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 

The resurrected Lord is coming to the aid of the sick who have contracted this virus. The 
resurrected Lord is coming to the healthcare providers and caregivers, to strengthen them in 
giving aid and comfort to the sick and dying. The resurrected Lord has come for those who have 
died from this virus and brought them eternal glory and life. It is hard to see Easter joy this year, 
but it can be found, if we know how to look for it in this time of pandemic. The transforming 
power of our Lord’s resurrection is in our midst today. May we open our eyes to truly see its 
power working among us in the goodness of so many loving and caring people. May you find joy 
this Easter. Stay strong and remain healthy! 
      He is Risen, Alleluia,  
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SUNDAY'S READINGS  
 

First Reading: 
“He commissioned us to preach to the 
people and testify that he is the one 
appointed by God as judge of the living 
and the dead.” (Acts 10:42) 
 

Psalm: 
This is the day the Lord has made; let us 
rejoice and be glad. (Ps 118) or Alleluia 
 

Second Reading: 
When Christ your life appears, then you 
too will appear with him in glory. (Col 
3:4) 
 

Gospel: 
Then the other disciple also went in, 
the one who had arrived at the tomb 
first, and he saw and believed. (Jn 20:8) 
 
Alternate Second Reading: 1 Cor 5:6b-8 

Grant Eternal Rest, O Lord, To: 
 

Walter Bissen, father of Kevin Bissen of our 
parish. 

Parish Offices 
 

The office staff will not be in the parish offices on  

Easter Monday. The staff will be in the office on 

Tuesday, April 14, at 8:00 am. The staff will 

continue to no longer answer the door. The staff 

is available by phone (755-5244) or email from 

8:00-4:30. Please mail correspondence to the 

office 1912 18th St. Harlan, Iowa 51537. Thank 

you! Stay well!  

Easter Sunday Mass 
The Easter Sunday Mass will be 
televised on cable TV (HMU 
Channel 15 at 4:00 pm on Sunday 
and Wednesday, on Mediacom 
Channel 18 at 4:00 pm on Monday, 
and on FMCTC Channel 48 at 4:00 
pm on Sunday.)  The Easter Sunday 
Mass is also available on demand 
by accessing the Harlan Knights of 
Columbus channel on Youtube: 
https://tinyurl.com/y4ax6z3g  

 



Remember the Sick 

Bonnie Peterson 
Gary Kenkel 
Randy Smith 
Charlotte Leinen  
Tami Rueschenberg  
Bernard Stein  
Jennifer Anderson 
Gay Burgod  
Connie Coenen 
Alexander 
Charley Falkena  
Fr. Glen Wilwerding  

Virginia Kruse  
Mildred Vandenberg 
Carol Thompson 
Verle Greer  
Kelly Gaer  
Betty Markham  
Phil Speck 
Danielle Keninger   
Travis 
Leslie Evans 
Maria Celina D.C. Marcon 
Helio Marcon 

When we awoke this morning, 
we found ourselves blessed 
with another day. It is Easter 
Sunday. As that thought 
crossed our minds, did we find 
ourselves saying “so what” or 

“alleluia”? For many, today is truly a day of alleluia. For 
others, it is just another day of “so what.” Faith makes a 
huge difference. It not only makes a difference in how 
we understand today and the significance of what we 
celebrate, it also makes a huge difference in terms of 
how we understand ourselves. 
 
Succeed, live well, be productive, find your niche, follow 
your dreams, make money, protect your social status, be 
politically correct, and keep your preferences to yourself 
are pretty good examples of the messages our secular 
life wants us to hear. In and of themselves, they don’t 
sound all that harmful. But when really examined, they 
are. The life of resurrection embodied in the Gospel tells 
us a much different story. 
 
Life keeps us busy. We are always connected, distracted, 
occupied, and working. For many of us, an agenda 
awaits us before we even start our day, and unfinished 
stuff is brought with us when we retire at night. Make 
the best of life and “find your own road to happiness are 
messages we all too easily believe. The “so what” 
response to the new life of resurrection is often the 
result of believing that life is only what I make it. What 
God has to say isn’t important to me securing my next 
raise. 
 
Sadly, we live as if the grave is the end. While we may 
give the wonder of heaven a blink now and then, its 
glory really doesn’t impress us or matter all that much. 
It’s all about the here and now and what I need to do 
today to get where I want to be tomorrow. We tend to 
put off considering the one significant “tomorrow” that 
will come the millisecond after we take our last breath. 
When that happens, will we want to be thinking “so 
what?” or “alleluia”? 
 
There is only one Jesus, one mission, and one 
resurrection. There is also only one of us. Have you ever 
pondered what one solitary, humble human life can do? 
Faith, not our world, tells us how special we are. We are 
not robots. We are not replaceable. We have one shot. 
There are no do-overs. Love is at our core and unites us 
together as one with the God of love who so desperately 
wants us to be with Him forever. This may not match our 
secular agenda, but it ought to make our true inner 
agenda leap for joy. There doesn’t need to be an end. I 
can live forever. Alleluia! 

 
 
 
 “I was hungry and you gave  
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in 
prison and you visited me”  (Matthew 25:35-36). Pope 
Francis in his Apostolic Exhortation, Rejoice and Be Glad 
reflects on that scripture passage in Chapter 3 # 97 and 
98. 
 Given these uncompromising demands of Jesus, 
it is my duty to ask Christians to acknowledge and 
accept them in a spirit of genuine openness.  Without 
any “ifs or buts” that could lessen their force.  Our Lord 
made it very clear that holiness cannot be understood 
or lived apart from these demands, for mercy is “the 
beating heart of the Gospel.” 
 If I encounter a person sleeping outdoors on a 
cold night, I can view him or her as an annoyance, an 
idler, an obstacle in my path, a troubling sight, a 
problem for politicians to sort out, or even a piece of 
refuse cluttering a public space.  Or I can respond with 
faith and charity, and see in this person a human being 
with a dignity identical to my own, a creature infinitely 
loved by the Father, an image of God, a brother or sister 
redeemed by Jesus Christ.  That is what it is to be a 
Christian!  Happy Easter! 
  

 Apostolic Exhortation  
“Rejoice and Be Glad”  

Happy Easter! 
We prayed, fasted, and 
gave alms — and now we 

celebrate the Risen Lord! Our Lenten 
journey with CRS Rice Bowl challenges us 
as we begin the Easter season to share 
what we have with our global family.  

Scripture Reflection 
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• Independent Living • Assisted Living 
• Rehabilitation Stays • Health Center 

• Memory Care

2104 12th St. • Harlan, IA 51537 
712-755-5174 • www.ElmCrest.net

HARLAN • AVOCA 
UNDERWOOD • AUDUBON 

Locally Owned & Operated 
Bob & Julie Kesterson, Parishioners

Keeping Quality in the Craft Since 1964
712-263-3981

www.denisondrywall.com
2307 Hwy. 30 E., P.O. Box 453, Denison, IA 51442

Kwik-Rx PharmacyKwik-Rx Pharmacy
Independently Owned & Operated

Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 5:30 | Sat. 8:30 - 1:00

(712) 755-3823
www.kwikrxpharmacy.com

2308 12th St. • Harlan, IA 51537

H&R BLOCK
Business Services

Payroll, Bookkeeping, Tax and Advice

1110 6th Street Harlan, IA 51537
712-755-2055 www.hrblock.com

St. Michael Parish Endowment
Consider a gift to our parish endowment 

a gift that keeps on giving.

Contact Fr. John Frost for information

OSBORN
AUCTION LLC

Mitch Osborn
712-755-7167

www.osbornauction.com

secret serenity
A TAMI KLOEWER SALON

712.235.8264 
915 7TH STREET, SUITE 103 

HARLAN IOWA 51537 
SECRETSERENITY@FMCTC.COM

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

Daniel & Ellen 
Walsh-Rosmann 

- Owners -

(712) 235-6455 • 1107 7th St. • Harlan  
Hrs: Tues-Sat 7am-2pm • Sun: 8am-2pm

209 3rd Ave Earling, IA
712-747-3786

Over 15 years experience
Screenprinting - Embroidery - Signs

Schools - Business - Groups

Memory Care
Residence

We put our heart into caring for
your loved one with memory loss

712-242-5734 | 703 Dye St Harlan
hansenhouseassistedliving.com

755-3881

1414 Chatburn Ave. • Harlan, IA 
www.towncountrycu.com

Quality Service Since 1918

714 W 7st St., Atlantic
712-243-1535

www.camblinmechanical.com

2803 South Ave 
Harlan, IA 57537

Ahrenholtz 
Construction, Inc
712 755 3546

Call LPi today for advertising info (800) 950-9952


