
Mission Statement 
We, the people of St. Michael’s Catholic Parish, are many parts, but one body. As 
a community of believers in Jesus Christ and inspired by the Holy Spirit, we 
celebrate the sacraments, are challenged by Sacred Scripture and Roman 
Catholic Tradition, share of ourselves in service to others, and strive to promote 
the dignity of all human life and justice for all, as we continue toward the eternal 
glory of God’s kingdom. 

The Fourth Sunday Of Easter 

Parish Staff 

Pastor 
Fr. John Frost 

755-5244 

Email: jmfrost@harlannet.com  
 

 

Parish Ministers 
Rev. Mr. Jim DeBlauw 

Rev. Mr. Pat Davitt (retired) 

712-755-5244 
 

 

Director of Faith Formation 
Veronica Wright 

712-755-5366 

Email: stmikere@harlannet.com 
 

 

Parish Secretary 

Brenda Blum 

712-755-5244 

Email: stmike@harlannet.com 
 

 

Office Assistant 
Cindy Marcin 

712-755-5244 

Email: officeassistant@harlannet.com 
 

 

Maintenance/Custodian 
Chad Ewing 

712-755-5244 

stmikemt@harlannet.com  
 

Hispanic Outreach Minister 
Sr. Joyce Blum, FSPA 

712-489-2426 

Email: sisterjblum@fmctc.com 
 

 

Shelby County Catholic School 
Principal Ann Andersen  

712-755-5634 

www.shelcocath.pvt.k12.ia.us 

St. Michael's 
C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H  

Parish Office 

Church Address 

2001 College Place 

Harlan, IA 51537 

Mailing Address 

1912 18th Street 

Harlan, IA 51537 

Website: www.stmichaelparish.com 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 am—4:30 pm 
Phone:   755-5244 
Fax: 755-2604 
Parish Hall/Kitchen:  755-5744 

May 10, 2020 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter  
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LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
 

What do you imagine the resurrected life of heaven to be like? When we try to get our minds around such 
an enormous concept, we can easily find ourselves at a loss. For some folks, the enormity of the question 
actually causes them to ignore the reality of heaven or even conclude that it does not exist. Jesus knew 
that the magnitude and grandeur of eternal life are really too much for us to grasp. He kept it simple and 
described it in terms of relationship. The disciples treasured their relationship with Jesus, and he assured 
them, “Where I am you also may be.” Ultimately, that was enough for them to know. They would be with 
him. Strengthen your relationship with God as He is the way, the truth, and the life. Is the assurance that 
you will be with Him enough for you as well? 

Mother’s Day Message from Fr. John 
 

During this outbreak of the COVD-19 pandemic we are reminded that time keeps marching 
onward. The season of Lent gave way to Easter. Winter has given way to Spring. Because of this 
pandemic, so many events which we so happily celebrated in the past have been cancelled this 
year. But one event we can still celebrate is Mother’s Day!  
 
As we continue to take precautions and practice social distancing, to help mitigate the spread of 
this disease, let us give thanks to our mothers on this special day. Let us realize that they, like so 
many health officials, doctors, nurses and first responders, put their lives at the service of their 
families.  
 
Mothers are the first person to care for a sick member in their family. If mothers could, they 
would gladly take the place of their sick children and see them return back to health as soon as 
possible. So in this time of pandemic let us make a special effort to remember, and celebrate our 
mothers.  
 
To all mothers I wish you a safe, healthy, blessed and happy Mother’s Day. Thank you for your 
tender and protective love. May God continue to richly bless you with His great love.  
 
Happy Mother’s Day, 
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 Financial Blessings Received  

May 3, 2020     $                       6,138                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Needed Each Week           $                       7,212                                                                          

Difference    (1,074)            

 ( )  If deficit 

Year to Date (YTD)               $                         396                                                                                                                                     

REFLECT 
 

First Reading 
In today’s reading, Luke offers an example of 
the cultural tensions that existed in the early 
Church between the Hellenists (Gentiles) and 
the Hebrews (Jews). The resolution resided in 
offering service to the other. Why do you think 
service can be a key to resolving community 
conflict? 
 

Second Reading 
Peter emphasizes the importance of faith in 
Christ for building a strong spiritual house. 
How has the gift of faith strengthened your 
home? 
 

Gospel Reading 
In his farewell discourse, Jesus encourages the 
disciples, “Whoever has seen me has seen the 
Father.” What inspires you in times of spiritual 
doubt? 
©LPi 

Grant Eternal Rest, O Lord, To: 
 

Charley Falkena, niece of Joan M. 
Chamberlain & Lisa Erikson of our parish. 

SUNDAY'S READINGS  
 

First Reading: 
The word of God continued to spread,  
and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem 
increased greatly. (Acts 6:7a) 
 

Psalm: 
Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our 
trust in you. (Ps 33) or Alleluia 

 
Second Reading: 
You are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood,  
a holy nation, a people of his own,  
so that you may announce the praises” of him  
who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. (1 Pt 2:9) 
 

Gospel: 
Jesus said to him,  
“I am the way and the truth and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except through 
me.” (Jn 14:6) 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for 
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English 
in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
©LPi 

 



Remember the Sick 

Bonnie Peterson 
Gary Kenkel 
Randy Smith 
Charlotte Leinen  
Tami Rueschenberg  
Bernard Stein  
Jennifer Anderson 
Gay Burgod  
Connie Coenen 
Alexander 
Fr. Glen Wilwerding  
Virginia Kruse  

Mildred Vandenberg 
Carol Thompson 
Kelly Gaer  
Betty Markham  
Phil Speck 
Danielle Keninger   
Travis 
Leslie Evans 
Maria Celina D.C. Marcon 
Helio Marcon 
Becca (Kloewer) Fawkes 

When earthly lives end, 
especially when the person 
is younger, we tend to 
focus upon and consider 
what was lost. We think of 
lost opportunities — things 

they won’t be able to see, babies they won’t be 
able to cradle, and adventures that now must go 
undiscovered. Our minds create this chasm 
between earth and heaven that sees the losses of 
this life as permanent ones, never possible to 
achieve again. This perception causes many folks 
to remain stuck in their grief as they ponder all of 
the missed opportunities and regrets. 
 
This is not resurrection thinking. All of the love 
that we can give and receive, the joy and elation 
that can be experienced, the adventures that can be 
undertaken, and the possibilities to be discovered 
are all part of a continuous journey. They are not 
ends in and of themselves but are all part of the 
unfolding of a relationship we have with God, 
who not only makes all of these wonderful things 
possible now but sustains them and fulfills them 
into eternity. The perception and experience of 
loss is really an illusion, because in God’s eternal 
kingdom and in God’s time, nothing is ever lost. 
Even the most intimate and tender of moments we 
can conceive of sharing with another human being 
are only part of a journey toward perfect intimate 
and tender moments to be shared with God in our 
resurrected life. We become like God and see God 
as He is in eternity. What greater joy, love, and 
hope can ever be discovered as we walk down our 
often dimly lit paths in this world. 
 
This is an awesome wonder and magnificent news 
to behold. Call to mind someone you have lost in 
death. How do you see them now? How do you 
see yourself in heaven? Remind yourself, again, 
that God is the Way, the Truth and the Life. Our 
happiness is not going to be fully realized in this 
world, and there is nothing we can find here that 
cannot be found one hundred fold in eternity. It’s 
all about relationship, and not solely about the 
relationships we have with each other, ourselves, 
and the world in which we live. It’s about our 
relationship with God. If we realize how special 
that one relationship really is, then there is only 
one particular of heaven and life eternal that really 
matters: namely, that we fall into love eternal and 
discover truth. For when we finally close our eyes 
in death, then all will be well as long as we are 
with God. There are no losses, only gains. 

Blessing of Mothers 
 

During the season of Easter, what a great time to 
remember our mothers and ask for God's 
blessing on them. It is God who ultimately gave 
us life. It is through God's unselfish love--
mirrored in our mothers' willingness to associate 
their love with God's and take the risk to love us 
into life--that we have the opportunity for life. 
We remember our mothers this Mother's Day 
with much love. Let us pray for each of them: 
 

God our heavenly Father, 
you give to each the ability to share your 
generative love. 
Bless those women in our lives who mirror your 
love and bring forth life through their willingness 
to risk bringing new life into this world. 
Help us to show them our gratitude 
for the gift of life and the gift of a mother's love. 
May our life-giving God continue to bless them 
and show them his unfailing love. 
We ask this through Jesus, God's Son and our 
brother. 
 

Amen. 
 

 

Scripture Reflection 
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• Independent Living • Assisted Living 
• Rehabilitation Stays • Health Center 

• Memory Care

2104 12th St. • Harlan, IA 51537 
712-755-5174 • www.ElmCrest.net

HARLAN • AVOCA 
UNDERWOOD • AUDUBON 

Locally Owned & Operated 
Bob & Julie Kesterson, Parishioners

Keeping Quality in the Craft Since 1964
712-263-3981

www.denisondrywall.com
2307 Hwy. 30 E., P.O. Box 453, Denison, IA 51442

Kwik-Rx PharmacyKwik-Rx Pharmacy
Independently Owned & Operated

Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 5:30 | Sat. 8:30 - 1:00

(712) 755-3823
www.kwikrxpharmacy.com

2308 12th St. • Harlan, IA 51537

H&R BLOCK
Business Services

Payroll, Bookkeeping, Tax and Advice

1110 6th Street Harlan, IA 51537
712-755-2055 www.hrblock.com

St. Michael Parish Endowment
Consider a gift to our parish endowment 

a gift that keeps on giving.

Contact Fr. John Frost for information

OSBORN
AUCTION LLC

Mitch Osborn
712-755-7167

www.osbornauction.com

secret serenity
A TAMI KLOEWER SALON

712.235.8264 
915 7TH STREET, SUITE 103 

HARLAN IOWA 51537 
SECRETSERENITY@FMCTC.COM

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

Daniel & Ellen 
Walsh-Rosmann 

- Owners -

(712) 235-6455 • 1107 7th St. • Harlan  
Hrs: Tues-Sat 7am-2pm • Sun: 8am-2pm

209 3rd Ave Earling, IA
712-747-3786

Over 15 years experience
Screenprinting - Embroidery - Signs

Schools - Business - Groups

Memory Care
Residence

We put our heart into caring for
your loved one with memory loss

712-242-5734 | 703 Dye St Harlan
hansenhouseassistedliving.com

755-3881

1414 Chatburn Ave. • Harlan, IA 
www.towncountrycu.com

Quality Service Since 1918

714 W 7st St., Atlantic
712-243-1535

www.camblinmechanical.com

2803 South Ave 
Harlan, IA 57537

Ahrenholtz 
Construction, Inc
712 755 3546

Call LPi today for advertising info (800) 950-9952


