
Mission Statement 
We, the people of St. Michael’s Catholic Parish, are many parts, but one body. As 
a community of believers in Jesus Christ and inspired by the Holy Spirit, we 
celebrate the sacraments, are challenged by Sacred Scripture and Roman 
Catholic Tradition, share of ourselves in service to others, and strive to promote 
the dignity of all human life and justice for all, as we continue toward the eternal 
glory of God’s kingdom. 

The Fourth Sunday Of Easter 

Parish Staff 

Pastor 
Fr. John Frost 

755-5244 

Email: jmfrost@harlannet.com  
 

 

Parish Ministers 
Rev. Mr. Jim DeBlauw 

Rev. Mr. Pat Davitt (retired) 

712-755-5244 
 

 

Director of Faith Formation 
Veronica Wright 

712-755-5366 

Email: stmikere@harlannet.com 
 

 

Parish Secretary 

Brenda Blum 

712-755-5244 

Email: stmike@harlannet.com 
 

 

Office Assistant 
Cindy Marcin 

712-755-5244 

Email: officeassistant@harlannet.com 
 

 

Maintenance/Custodian 
Chad Ewing 

712-755-5244 

stmikemt@harlannet.com  
 

Hispanic Outreach Minister 
Sr. Joyce Blum, FSPA 

712-489-2426 

Email: sisterjblum@fmctc.com 
 

 

Shelby County Catholic School 
Principal Ann Andersen  

712-755-5634 

www.shelcocath.pvt.k12.ia.us 

St. Michael's 
C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H  

Parish Office 

Church Address 

2001 College Place 

Harlan, IA 51537 

Mailing Address 

1912 18th Street 

Harlan, IA 51537 

Website: www.stmichaelparish.com 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 am—4:30 pm 
Phone:   755-5244 
Fax: 755-2604 
Parish Hall/Kitchen:  755-5744 

May 17, 2020 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter   
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Financial Blessings Received  

May 10, 2020      $                       5,980                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Needed Each Week           $                       7,212                                                                          

Difference     (1,231)            

 ( )  If deficit 

Year to Date (YTD)          $                          (835)                                                                                                                                     

WEEKLY PRAYER 

 

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF May 17, 2020  
Sunday: 6th Sunday of Easter   
Monday:  St. John I, Pope and Martyr  
Wednesday: St. Bernardine of Siena, Priest  
Thursday: The Ascension of the Lord    
Friday: St. Rita of Cascia, Religious  
Next Sunday: 7th Sunday of Easter  
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF May 17, 2020  
Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Jn 15:26—16:4a    
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Jn 16:5-11  
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Jn 16:12-15   
Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Jn 16:16-20  
Friday: Acts 18:9-18/Jn 16:20-23  
Next Sunday: Acts 1:12-14/1 Pt 4:13-16/Jn 17:1-11a  
 

 

Sunday Masses and daily Masses are suspended indefinitely. 
Sunday Mass is televised on cable TV (HMU Channel 15 at 4:00 
pm on Sunday and Wednesday, on Mediacom Channel 18 at 4:00 
pm on Monday, and on FMCTC Channel 48 at 4:00 pm on Sunday.)  Sunday Mass is also 

available on demand by accessing the Harlan 
Knights of Columbus channel on Youtube: 
https://tinyurl.com/y4ax6z3g  

 
  

       
    
 
 

Annual Diocesan Appeal Update 
 

As of May 8, we have reached 86% of our 
assessment goal with 174 donors. We still 
have 14% needing to be pledged which is 
about $7,116. No donation is too small. We will 
soon be sending out reminder letters to those 
who have given in the past, but have not yet 
turned in a donation this year. Please mail your 
pledge to the parish or directly to the diocese 
or give online through the diocesan website at 
https://www.dmdiocese.org/. Thanks to all of 
those who have already given so generously.  

        SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
If you would like to go to confession, please 

call Fr. John to schedule an appointment.  

Grant Eternal Rest, O Lord, To: 
 

Tyrone”Ty” Scheffler, father of Tom 
Scheffler of our parish.   
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LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR 
THE WEEK 

 
Do you understand the true spiritual meaning of hope? 

Hope is the theological virtue by 
which we desire the kingdom of 
heaven and eternal life as our 
happiness. It is found when we place 
our trust in Christ’s promises and rely 
not on our own strength, but on the 
help of the Holy Spirit. Hope, when 

seen in this way, doesn’t set its sights purely on the 
things of this world but on the promises of God to 
come. Hope always is linked with faith and love. Often 
our hope can become too self-focused and something 
that is only about me and things that matter to me. 
Christ’s resurrection reminds us that it is not ultimately 
for this purpose. What is the reason for your hope? Our 
Easter season provides the opportunity for us to again 
assess whether it is the kingdom of heaven and life 
eternal or something else. 

Food Pantry 
On Wednesday, May 6, during the drive thru Faith 
Formation lesson pick up, 255 pounds of food was 
collected from St. Michael’s Faith Formation families and 
parishioners. St. Michael’s is their largest single donation 
each month. With Masses being suspended for the last 
couple of months, they are missing our donations. Please 
take your food donations directly to West Central Monday-
Friday from 8:00am — 1:00pm. They are also accepting 
frozen and refrigerated food. They have seen more 
families than ever needing assistance. Thank you for your 
generosity.  
 

Congratulations Class of 2020 
 

Today we send off 16 St. Michael’s students who are 
graduating from high school. Please join us in praying for 
them.  
 

Abby Alberti, Emma Erlbacher, Jayden Gessert, Chloe 
Hays, Erin Irlmeier, Grace Kenkel, Courtney Mumm, Chloe 
Schmidt, Hannah Tunender, Joe Devine, Cody 
Christensen, Jacob Dotzler, Matthew Kloewer, Madsen 
Lange, Max Miller, and Mavrick Schmidt.  
 

  Scholarship Winners 
Congratulations to the St. Michael’s Knights of Columbus/
Guild Scholarsh ip recipients: Abby Alberti, Jacob Dotzler, 
and Hannah Tunender. May God bless you as you pursue 
your dreams! 

 
 
 



Remember the Sick 

Bonnie Peterson 
Gary Kenkel 
Randy Smith 
Charlotte Leinen  
Tami Rueschenberg  
Bernard Stein  
Jennifer Anderson 
Gay Burgod  
Connie Coenen 
Alexander 
Fr. Glen Wilwerding  
Virginia Kruse  

Mildred Vandenberg 
Carol Thompson 
Kelly Gaer  
Betty Markham  
Phil Speck 
Danielle Keninger   
Travis 
Leslie Evans 
Maria Celina D.C. Marcon 
Helio Marcon 
Becca (Kloewer) Fawkes 
 

We hope for many 
things: passing an 
exam, finding our 
true love, securing 
sustainable work, or 
surviving an illness. 
We often seek to 

have God be a part of what we hope for and 
desire, almost trying to convince Him that our 
agenda is what is ultimately important. While 
our particular hopes may appear to be what 
needs to be achieved in order for us to be 
happy, they really are not. Our lesser, more 
personal hopes can distract us from true hope. 
 
When God became a human being, a powerful 
message was sent: all that is authentically 
human is found in the divine. As the human 
Jesus lived and died in order to show us that he 
truly is the universal Christ, we have to keep 
our sight focused on our eternal truth and 
destiny and who we truly are. We have to be 
careful when we allow our earthly concerns to 
distract us. True hope is found when we place 
our trust in Christ’s promises and don’t rely on 
our own strength. True hope focuses on 
striving toward the fulfillment of God’s 
promises and not simply on achieving what we 
think we need in this life. Hope always travels 
with two friends — faith and love. In this trio 
of virtues, we find the very presence of God 
born in every human being. These are God’s 
greatest gifts, and they lead us to the fullness of 
His presence. 
 
As with faith and love, we cannot see hope 
with just our human eyes. We don’t carry this 
virtue within us to use solely for our own 
personal agenda. Hope is not something that 
simply comes with the human package. As 
with faith and love, hope is a gift that is given 
to us to draw us closer to our eternal truth. 
Faith, hope, and love are signs that there is 
something far greater going on in us and 
something greater to persevere in obtaining. 
The true divine gift of hope is what will endure 
any hardship we encounter, especially those 
that will come from authentically living the 
Gospel. With all that is happening in our lives, 
in our church, and in our world, what is the 
reason for our hope? Ask God for the fortitude 
to see His eternal gift as the reason we get up in 
the morning and do the things we do. 

 

 Scripture Reflection 
REFLECT 

 

First Reading 
In Acts 2, Luke records how the Holy Spirit 
initially descended upon the Jewish believers 
in Jerusalem. In today’s reading, we hear how 
the Holy Spirit also descended upon the 
Samaritans who believed in Jesus. What 
lesson do you think Luke is conveying to us? 
 

Second Reading 
Peter advocates for being prepared to defend 
the faith, even in the face of danger. How does 
one find the courage to defend the faith in a 
hostile environment? 
 

Gospel Reading 
Jesus reveals to his disciples that the intimacy 
between himself, the Holy Spirit, and the 
Father can be shared with fellow believers. 
How do you experience the intimacy of our 
triune God? 
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• Independent Living • Assisted Living 
• Rehabilitation Stays • Health Center 

• Memory Care

2104 12th St. • Harlan, IA 51537 
712-755-5174 • www.ElmCrest.net

HARLAN • AVOCA 
UNDERWOOD • AUDUBON 

Locally Owned & Operated 
Bob & Julie Kesterson, Parishioners

Keeping Quality in the Craft Since 1964
712-263-3981

www.denisondrywall.com
2307 Hwy. 30 E., P.O. Box 453, Denison, IA 51442

Kwik-Rx PharmacyKwik-Rx Pharmacy
Independently Owned & Operated

Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 5:30 | Sat. 8:30 - 1:00

(712) 755-3823
www.kwikrxpharmacy.com

2308 12th St. • Harlan, IA 51537

H&R BLOCK
Business Services

Payroll, Bookkeeping, Tax and Advice

1110 6th Street Harlan, IA 51537
712-755-2055 www.hrblock.com

St. Michael Parish Endowment
Consider a gift to our parish endowment 

a gift that keeps on giving.

Contact Fr. John Frost for information

OSBORN
AUCTION LLC

Mitch Osborn
712-755-7167

www.osbornauction.com

secret serenity
A TAMI KLOEWER SALON

712.235.8264 
915 7TH STREET, SUITE 103 

HARLAN IOWA 51537 
SECRETSERENITY@FMCTC.COM

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

Daniel & Ellen 
Walsh-Rosmann 

- Owners -

(712) 235-6455 • 1107 7th St. • Harlan  
Hrs: Tues-Sat 7am-2pm • Sun: 8am-2pm

209 3rd Ave Earling, IA
712-747-3786

Over 15 years experience
Screenprinting - Embroidery - Signs

Schools - Business - Groups

Memory Care
Residence

We put our heart into caring for
your loved one with memory loss

712-242-5734 | 703 Dye St Harlan
hansenhouseassistedliving.com

755-3881

1414 Chatburn Ave. • Harlan, IA 
www.towncountrycu.com

Quality Service Since 1918

714 W 7st St., Atlantic
712-243-1535

www.camblinmechanical.com

2803 South Ave 
Harlan, IA 57537

Ahrenholtz 
Construction, Inc
712 755 3546

Call LPi today for advertising info (800) 950-9952


