
Mission Statement 
We, the people of St. Michael’s Catholic Parish, are many parts, but one body. As 
a community of believers in Jesus Christ and inspired by the Holy Spirit, we 
celebrate the sacraments, are challenged by Sacred Scripture and Roman 
Catholic Tradition, share of ourselves in service to others, and strive to promote 
the dignity of all human life and justice for all, as we continue toward the eternal 
glory of God’s kingdom. 

The Fourth Sunday Of Easter 

Parish Staff 

Pastor 
Fr. John Frost 

755-5244 

Email: jmfrost@harlannet.com  
 

 

Parish Ministers 
Rev. Mr. Jim DeBlauw 

Rev. Mr. Pat Davitt (retired) 

712-755-5244 
 

 

Director of Faith Formation 
Veronica Wright 

712-755-5366 

Email: stmikere@harlannet.com 
 

 

Parish Secretary 

Brenda Blum 

712-755-5244 

Email: stmike@harlannet.com 
 

 

Office Assistant 
Cindy Marcin 

712-755-5244 

Email: officeassistant@harlannet.com 
 

 

Maintenance/Custodian 
Chad Ewing 

712-755-5244 

stmikemt@harlannet.com  
 

Hispanic Outreach Minister 
Sr. Joyce Blum, FSPA 

712-489-2426 

Email: sisterjblum@fmctc.com 
 

 

Shelby County Catholic School 
Principal Ann Andersen  

712-755-5634 

www.shelcocath.pvt.k12.ia.us 

St. Michael's 
C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H  

Parish Office 

Church Address 

2001 College Place 

Harlan, IA 51537 

Mailing Address 

1912 18th Street 

Harlan, IA 51537 

Website: www.stmichaelparish.com 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 am—4:30 pm 
Phone:   755-5244 
Fax: 755-2604 
Parish Hall/Kitchen:  755-5744 

May 24, 2020 

The Seventh Sunday of Easter   
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Financial Blessings Received  

May 17, 2020      $                       3,741                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Needed Each Week           $                       7,212                                                                          

Difference     (3471)            

 ( )  If deficit 

Year to Date (YTD)              $                    (4,306)                                                                                                                                     

WEEKLY PRAYER 

 

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF May 24, 2020  
Sunday: 7th Sunday of Easter   
Monday:  Memorial Day—St. Gregory VII, Pope  
Tuesday:   St. Philip Neri, Priest 

Wednesday: St. Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop  
Next Sunday: Pentecost Sunday  
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF May 24, 2020  
Monday: Acts 19:1-8/Jn 16:29-33  
Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27/Jn 17:1-11a  
Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38/Jn 17:11b-19  
Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Jn 17:20-26  
Friday: Acts 25:13b-21/Jn 21:15-19  
Next Sunday: Acts 2:1-11/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 20:19-23 
 

Sunday Masses and daily Masses are suspended indefinitely. 
Sunday Mass is televised on cable TV (HMU Channel 15 at 4:00 
pm on Sunday and Wednesday, on Mediacom Channel 18 at 4:00 
pm on Monday, and on FMCTC Channel 48 at 4:00 pm on 
Sunday.)  Sunday Mass is also available on demand by accessing the Harlan Knights of 

Columbus channel on Youtube: https://
tinyurl.com/y4ax6z3g  

 
  

       
    
 
 

Annual Diocesan Appeal Update 
 

Thank you to all who have responded so 
generously to this appeal. We have reached 86% of 
our goal. We are still in need of $7,116. We will 
soon be sending out reminder letters to those who 
have given in the past, but have not yet turned in a 
donation this year.   

        SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
If you would like to go to confession, please 

call Fr. John to schedule an appointment.  

Parish Offices 
The parish offices will be closed Monday, 
May 25, in observance of Memorial Day. 
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 Family Members Serving In The Military  
 

Please pray for these military personnel currently serving 
our country.  
 

SGT Jesse Andersen, ARNG   CAPT Nathan Andersen, ARM 
CW5 David Bauer                      SRA Jaymie Bral, ANG               
CPO Nicholas Buman, USN     PFC Theodore R. Clark, USA 
MAJ John Finken, USMC          SPC.E6 Danny Goeser, ARNG  
PFC Brian Kloewer, USMC       CAPT Sergei McNulty, USAF  
LT Jeff Muenchrath, USN          MAJ Trevor J. Ocken, USA 
SPC. Trey Ringler, ARM            PFC Kyren Asa Schechinger, ABN    

PFC Jake Trapp, USMC            PFC Nick Trapp, USMC      
LTJG Chris Willenborg, USN     A1C Joy Crouch, ANG 
SGT E5 Nathan Tepe, USAR  
 

If you have a family member serving in the military and would 
like them to be on this list, call the parish office. Names that 
are underlined are currently or will soon be deployed.  

 

Thank You 
Thank you to the following who have agreed to serve on the 
Parish Council and Finance Council. The new member on 
the Parish Council is Pat Engemann. Ann Andersen has 
agreed to stay on for another term. Thank you to Lacie 
Argotsinger who is coming off the council. The new Finance 
Council member is David Obrecht. Thank you to Dale Gross 
who is coming off the council and to Julie Kestersen who has 
agreed to stay on for another term.   
 

The new Shelby County Catholic School Board member is 
Joann Kenkel. Thank you to Sharla Rau who is coming off 
the board.  

 
 
 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR 
THE WEEK 

 

Being real people of faith comes with a price. Have 
you ever been seen as unpopular, out of sync or 
peculiar because of your faith? St. Peter tells us, “If 
you are insulted for the name of Christ, blessed are 
you.” If being a Christian comes easy for us, then we 
ought to rethink how we approach our faith. 
Developing habits of prayer, living in accord with the 
Gospel, setting time aside each week for the practice 
of our faith, seeing our relationship with Christ as the 
center and focus of our families all come with 
sacrifice. We are going to look differently than other 
folks and we ought to. We are going to find ourselves 
doing less of the things we are “supposed to do” and 
more of the things we know we “ought to do or want 
to do.” This often means resisting secular tides and 
putting our boats into different waters. If this is what 
helps us know the one true God, then so be it. It also 



Remember the Sick 

Bonnie Peterson 
Gary Kenkel 
Randy Smith 
Charlotte Leinen  
Tami Rueschenberg  
Bernard Stein  
Jennifer Anderson 
Gay Burgod  
Connie (Coenen)
Alexander 

Fr. Glen Wilwerding  
Virginia Kruse  
Mildred Vandenberg 
Carol Thompson 
Kelly Gaer  
Betty Markham  
Danielle Keninger   
Leslie Evans 
Becca (Kloewer) Fawkes 
Pat Blum 

What does faith and 
religion do for us? 
Ultimately, they remind 
us of some truths we 
conveniently forget: we 
are created by a loving 
God, we have 

imperfections, we sin, we need to be forgiven, we 
have a mission and a purpose, it’s not just about 
us, and we hunger for the joy of salvation. These 
are human truths that are not dependent upon 
whether we like them. Ignoring them places us 
on the paths of comfort and satisfaction as we 
blindly pursue the busyness and superficiality of 
our empty lives. Instead of pursuing supernatural 
and lasting pleasure, we choose things that are 
easier and quicker to obtain: sex, drugs, travel, 
houses, cars, fame, popularity, self-achievement 
and satisfaction, physical enjoyment, and the 
like. 
 
We may also find ourselves falling victim to 
more negative responses to what life brings us: 
anger, envy, lust, pride, gluttony, greed, and 
apathy. Human hearts can become so hardened to 
the truth that violence becomes the response of 
first choice. Being a Christian is hard! Yet, as 
Pope Francis reminds us, the Church needs to be 
a field hospital that has to be prepared to provide 
people with the remedy they need. What we need 
is Jesus Christ. The Church, with all of the glory 
of the sacraments, exists to help make Christ 
present and real for us. Once we find Christ, we 
find joy. Joy is a matter of the heart that is 
beyond pleasure and happiness. It is not found in 
some earthly satisfaction, only in Christ. 
 
Once we accept that we are destined to be in 
Christ, then we will discover eternal life. 
Namely, “that they should know you, the only 
true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus 
Christ.” It is easy to conveniently forget truth and 
pursue illusions immediately within our grasp, 
but at what price? A man celebrating 60 years of 
marriage remarked that it took so much effort and 
so many attempts to convince his wife that they 
were meant to be together. Even his friends told 
him he was foolish. He easily could have given 
up and pursued other interests. He chose to 
persevere and is so grateful that he made that 
choice because he now has a pearl of great price. 
Do we see a value in persevering in our faith 
regardless of the cost? If we don’t take the risk, 
we could lose more than we know. 

Our advertisers need your help during these 
difficult times!  
 

Please show your support for your parish by 
also supporting our advertisers. We wouldn’t 
be able to bring you our bulletin every week 
without them, and right now they need your 
help more than ever. Please encourage and 
remind others to show their support and shop 
local during these hard times!  

 Scripture Reflection 
REFLECT 

 

First Reading 
Those closest to Jesus in his life gathered 
together in the immediate aftermath of his 
resurrection and ascension. What sort of 
mixed emotions do you think they 
experienced? 
 

Second Reading 
Peter encourages those who suffer for the 
faith to “glorify God.” When have you 
experienced this type of redemptive 
suffering? 
 

Gospel Reading 
At the conclusion of his farewell discourse, 
Jesus offers a prayer of petition to the 
Father for his disciples. How do you find 
Jesus’ words comforting? 
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• Independent Living • Assisted Living 
• Rehabilitation Stays • Health Center 

• Memory Care

2104 12th St. • Harlan, IA 51537 
712-755-5174 • www.ElmCrest.net

HARLAN • AVOCA 
UNDERWOOD • AUDUBON 

Locally Owned & Operated 
Bob & Julie Kesterson, Parishioners

Keeping Quality in the Craft Since 1964
712-263-3981

www.denisondrywall.com
2307 Hwy. 30 E., P.O. Box 453, Denison, IA 51442

Kwik-Rx PharmacyKwik-Rx Pharmacy
Independently Owned & Operated

Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 5:30 | Sat. 8:30 - 1:00

(712) 755-3823
www.kwikrxpharmacy.com

2308 12th St. • Harlan, IA 51537

H&R BLOCK
Business Services

Payroll, Bookkeeping, Tax and Advice

1110 6th Street Harlan, IA 51537
712-755-2055 www.hrblock.com

St. Michael Parish Endowment
Consider a gift to our parish endowment 

a gift that keeps on giving.

Contact Fr. John Frost for information

OSBORN
AUCTION LLC

Mitch Osborn
712-755-7167

www.osbornauction.com

secret serenity
A TAMI KLOEWER SALON

712.235.8264 
915 7TH STREET, SUITE 103 

HARLAN IOWA 51537 
SECRETSERENITY@FMCTC.COM

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

Daniel & Ellen 
Walsh-Rosmann 

- Owners -

(712) 235-6455 • 1107 7th St. • Harlan  
Hrs: Tues-Sat 7am-2pm • Sun: 8am-2pm

209 3rd Ave Earling, IA
712-747-3786

Over 15 years experience
Screenprinting - Embroidery - Signs

Schools - Business - Groups

Memory Care
Residence

We put our heart into caring for
your loved one with memory loss

712-242-5734 | 703 Dye St Harlan
hansenhouseassistedliving.com

755-3881

1414 Chatburn Ave. • Harlan, IA 
www.towncountrycu.com

Quality Service Since 1918

714 W 7st St., Atlantic
712-243-1535

www.camblinmechanical.com

2803 South Ave 
Harlan, IA 57537

Ahrenholtz 
Construction, Inc
712 755 3546

Call LPi today for advertising info (800) 950-9952


