
Mission Statement 
We, the people of St. Michael’s Catholic Parish, are many parts, but one body. As 
a community of believers in Jesus Christ and inspired by the Holy Spirit, we 
celebrate the sacraments, are challenged by Sacred Scripture and Roman 
Catholic Tradition, share of ourselves in service to others, and strive to promote 
the dignity of all human life and justice for all, as we continue toward the eternal 
glory of God’s kingdom. 

The Fourth Sunday Of Easter 
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St. Michael's 
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Church Address 
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Phone:   755-5244 
Fax: 755-2604 
Parish Hall/Kitchen:  755-5744 

May 31, 2020 

Pentecost Sunday      
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WEEKLY PRAYER 

 

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF May 31, 2020  
Sunday: Pentecost Sunday   
Monday:  The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church  
Tuesday:   Sts. Marcellinus and Peter, Martyrs  
Wednesday: St. Charles Lwanga and Companions, Martyrs  
Friday: St. Boniface, Bishop and Martyr  
Saturday: St. Norbert, Bishop  
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF May 31, 2020  
Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14/Jn 19:25-34  
Tuesday: 2 Pt 3:12-15a, 17-18/Mk 12:13-17  

Wednesday: 2 Tm 1:1-3, 6-12/Mk 12:18-27  
Thursday: 2 Tm 2:8-15/Mk 12:28-34  
Friday: 2 Tm 3:10-17/Mk 12:35-37  
Next Sunday: Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9/2 Cor 13:11-13/Jn 3:16-18  
 

Sunday Masses and daily Masses are suspended indefinitely. 
Sunday Mass is televised on cable TV (HMU Channel 15 at 4:00 
pm on Sunday and Wednesday, on Mediacom Channel 18 at 4:00 
pm on Monday, and on FMCTC Channel 48 at 4:00 pm on Sunday.)  Sunday Mass is also 
available on demand by accessing the Harlan Knights of Columbus channel on Youtube: 
https://tinyurl.com/y4ax6z3g  

 
  

   
   
     
 

 

        SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
If you would like to go to confession, please 

call Fr. John to schedule an appointment.  

Annual Diocesan Appeal Update 
 

Thank you to all who have responded so 
generously to this appeal. We are still in need of 
$7,116 to reach our goal of $52,675. We will be 
sending out reminder letters this week to those 
who have given in the past, but have not yet turned 
in a donation this year.   

REFLECT 
 

First Reading 
The birth of the Church occurs with the descent 
of the Holy Spirit onto the Apostles. Luke 
presents this as an experience of unity. How do 
you see your faith community promoting unity of 
mind and spirit? 
 

Second Reading 
Paul speaks to the Christians in Corinth of the 
gifts and benefits of the Holy Spirit for believers. 
What Spirit-driven gifts do you possess? 
 

Gospel Reading 
John tells us how the resurrected Jesus gave the 
gift of the Holy Spirit directly to the disciples, 
empowering them to forgive sins. How often do 
you use the gift of forgiveness? 
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 EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE 
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 

We Are Never Alone 
 

My children want my help sometimes, and other 
times, not so much. I remember being a teenager and 
young adult myself. At times, I thought I knew 
everything. I didn’t need help because I was just so 
darn smart. Truth is, I needed to find my own way. I 
needed to stretch my wings and prove to myself and 
my family I could fly. I assume that is what is 
happening with my own children as well. It just 
seems so different now that I’m the parent. 
 

Human beings need help. We need community, and 
we need to rely on one another. At Pentecost, we 
reflect on Jesus sending to the Church a helper, the 
Holy Spirit. God interacting with us in this manner 
means we are never truly alone. We focus most of 
the time on the Spirit of God as the assistance we 
need, and we do need Him for sure. However, since 
it is that very same Spirit that turned us into 
“Church” from a band of people looking to carry on 
after Jesus’ ascension, at Pentecost we gained more 
than divine help: we gained each other.  
 

Today, the Church needs help in a profound way. 
We need to lean on the Holy Spirit to blow through 
the Church with a profound renewal. But we cannot 
forget that we have been given each other to lean on 
as well. We are a gift to each other, and together 
with the Spirit’s help, we are the Body of Christ here 
on earth. We must be strong and stand for one 
another. If we do that, this Pentecost will bear fruit 
that will be with us for many Pentecost's to come.  
 

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
 

©LPi 

 
 
 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR 
THE WEEK 

 

With Pentecost, the disciples significantly changed. 
They were charged up and ready to go. They 
received the Holy Spirit and no longer harbored fear 
and apprehension. They knew who they were and 
what needed to be done. With the peace of the Lord 
and the power of the Spirit within them, they set out 
to do amazing things with simple means. We have 
received the Holy Spirit as well. What keeps us from 
truly understanding the mission of Christ and 
continuing the advancement of the Gospel? Some 
may think this was a work of the past and not 
relevant now. Others may believe that the work set 
before me is simply about doing what I need to do to 
merit heaven and has little to do with my brothers 
and sisters. Take a good look at the world. More are 
in need of hearing the Good News than there ever 
were. We have the power to get up and out and start 
doing life changing things! 



Remember the Sick 

Bonnie Peterson 
Gary Kenkel 
Randy Smith 
Charlotte Leinen  
Tami Rueschenberg  
Bernard Stein  
Jennifer Anderson 
Gay Burgod  
Connie (Coenen)
Alexander 

Fr. Glen Wilwerding  
Virginia Kruse  
Mildred Vandenberg 
Carol Thompson 
Kelly Gaer  
Betty Markham  
Danielle Keninger   
Leslie Evans 
Becca (Kloewer) Fawkes 
Pat Blum 

You can feel so small 
standing by the 
seashore. The vastness 
of all that is before you 
expands much farther 
than your eye can see. 
What is happening on 

the other side? As tides continue to ebb and flow, 
what occurs as they come and go remains largely a 
mystery and the effects of their presence unknown 
in your sight. Yet, things are moving and changing 
as you gaze upon the water, as the thumbprint of 
their presence is left behind. The greater the wind 
and wave, the greater the effect. But even a gentle 
breeze leaves its humble mark upon the seashore on 
which you stand. The smallest pebble still makes a 
ripple in the great blue expanse of ocean waters. It 
doesn’t need to be big. 
 
You never know the full impact of your smallest 
gesture or simplest of words. A yes or no, agree or 
disagree, here or there, this or that can influence 
time and history in ways you may never know. The 
Holy Spirit is like that: fierce and torrential, and 
then almost still and silent, creating and recreating 
nonetheless. Coming as a gentle breeze or a gusty 
wind, God’s Holy Spirit continues to move over, 
around, and into the waters of our lives. The Spirit 
brings fruit and unknown possibilities to what we 
humbly bring with us and that same Spirit 
eventually brings all to fulfillment in Christ. 
 
The first disciples didn’t have much. They 
possessed simple faith and a willingness to go into 
unchartered territory with a love of their friend-
God, humble offerings, and a knowledge that they 
were not alone. This allowed them to do amazing 
things with very little. Do you believe that you are 
being led and that you have a purposeful life? We 
often do not realize our value because we do not 
think that the little we have is good enough. How 
wrong we are! A little flour mixed with water and 
embraced by a prayer of blessing transforms simple 
offerings into the magnificent Eucharistic presence 
of God. If the Holy Spirit can do such amazing 
things with these humble gifts of the earth, even 
more can happen with you. Don’t underestimate the 
value of the smile you gave a stranger, the door 
held open for an elderly widow, the listening ear 
offered to one who was lonely, the tolerance given 
to the wounded soul who is angry, and the loving 
shoulder you offered as a cradle under the head of 
someone in pain. Modest gifts offered with love 
can be transformed by the Spirit into wondrous 
blessings you may never know. It’s Pentecost. 
Trust. You are not alone. 

Our advertisers need your help during these 
difficult times!  
 

Please show your support for your parish by 
also supporting our advertisers. We wouldn’t 
be able to bring you our bulletin every week 
without them, and right now they need your 
help more than ever. Please encourage and 
remind others to show their support and shop 
local during these hard times!  

 Scripture Reflection 
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• Independent Living • Assisted Living 
• Rehabilitation Stays • Health Center 

• Memory Care

2104 12th St. • Harlan, IA 51537 
712-755-5174 • www.ElmCrest.net

HARLAN • AVOCA 
UNDERWOOD • AUDUBON 

Locally Owned & Operated 
Bob & Julie Kesterson, Parishioners

Keeping Quality in the Craft Since 1964
712-263-3981

www.denisondrywall.com
2307 Hwy. 30 E., P.O. Box 453, Denison, IA 51442

Kwik-Rx PharmacyKwik-Rx Pharmacy
Independently Owned & Operated

Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 5:30 | Sat. 8:30 - 1:00

(712) 755-3823
www.kwikrxpharmacy.com

2308 12th St. • Harlan, IA 51537

H&R BLOCK
Business Services

Payroll, Bookkeeping, Tax and Advice

1110 6th Street Harlan, IA 51537
712-755-2055 www.hrblock.com

St. Michael Parish Endowment
Consider a gift to our parish endowment 

a gift that keeps on giving.

Contact Fr. John Frost for information

OSBORN
AUCTION LLC

Mitch Osborn
712-755-7167

www.osbornauction.com

secret serenity
A TAMI KLOEWER SALON

712.235.8264 
915 7TH STREET, SUITE 103 

HARLAN IOWA 51537 
SECRETSERENITY@FMCTC.COM

Daniel & Ellen 
Walsh-Rosmann 

- Owners -

(712) 235-6455 • 1107 7th St. • Harlan  
Hrs: Tues-Sat 7am-2pm • Sun: 8am-2pm

209 3rd Ave Earling, IA
712-747-3786

Over 15 years experience
Screenprinting - Embroidery - Signs

Schools - Business - Groups

Memory Care
Residence

We put our heart into caring for
your loved one with memory loss

712-242-5734 | 703 Dye St Harlan
hansenhouseassistedliving.com

755-3881

1414 Chatburn Ave. • Harlan, IA 
www.towncountrycu.com

Quality Service Since 1918

714 W 7st St., Atlantic
712-243-1535

www.camblinmechanical.com

2803 South Ave 
Harlan, IA 57537

Ahrenholtz 
Construction, Inc
712 755 3546

Call LPi today for advertising info (800) 950-9952

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501


