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Readings for the Week of August 4, 2019
Sunday: Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14, 17
[1]/Col 3:1-5, 9-11/Lk 12:13-21
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Monday: Nm 11:4b-15/Ps 81:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 [2a]/

Sunday in Ordinary Time. Here in the lazy,
hazy days of summer, it is tempting to sit
back, relax, and enjoy the fruits of labor.

Mt 14:13-21
Tuesday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9 [1a and
9a]/2 Pt 1:16-19/Lk 9:28b-36
Wednesday: Nm 13:1-2, 25--14:1, 26a-29a, 34-35/Ps
106:6-7ab, 13-14, 21-22, 23 [4a]/Mt 15:21-28
Thursday: Nm 20:1-13/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/
Mt 16:13-23
Friday: Dt 4:32-40/Ps 77:12-13, 14-15, 16 and 21 [12a]/
Mt 16:24-28
Saturday: 2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9 [5]/
Jn 12:24-26
Next Sunday: Wis 18:6-9/Ps 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22
[12b]/Heb 11:1-2, 8-19 or 11:1-2, 8-12/Lk 12:32-48 or
12:35-40
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blame us for congratulating ourselves for
the work we have done and taking a well
-deserved break? But the way the world
defines success is not the way God
would. What, in the end, matters to God?
■❇✿❀❄❅✾❊❏ ✿❉❑❇▲ ✾❊ ✿❀❄ ▼❉❅❑❆❁ ❊❇❃❄❋ ◆❄✿ ❂❁

reflect on what truly matters in this world.

Cycle C - Reflections on the Readings
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23; Psalm 95
Colossians 3:1-5,9-11; Luke 12:13-21

Theme: Rich in the Sight of God
Jerry was not as proud of his 25-foot powerboat as
usual because a luxurious yacht had docked next to
him. Jerry wished the yacht were his. Then he saw a
man in a little bass boat admiring Jerry's craft. Jerry
then noticed the yacht's owners gazing with envy at
children playing on the beach!
Jerry thought, "If we keep looking for what is bigger
and better, we'll never be happy with what we have.
And we'll eventually end up wishing for what we could
have had all along!"
Abundance of things does not necessarily guarantee
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sins of covetousness.

Covetousness or greedy clutching at more and more
of earthly goods has its roots in all of us. Unless we do
the most diligent inspection of ourselves and do the
most aggressive weeding of this vice, it would overrun
our whole nature, leading us to utter destruction.
"Vanity of vanities," says today's first reading, "All is vanity!" If we think that material possessions will make us
happy, we will spend half our time trying to acquire
them and the other half trying to protect them. And in
the end, they must all be left behind!
The gospel shows even more forcefully the foolishness
of making material things our top priority. Jesus refuses
to arbitrate a family quarrel over a will. He points out in
a dramatic parable the folly of counting on wealth for
security.
"Set your minds on things that are above, not on things
that are on earth," admonishes Paul (Colossians 3:2).
Material things are good, but they are not God!
The Folly of Covetousness

new, bigger ones.
He thinks, talks and plans about the future harvest with
the assumption of a long life. He was gravely mistaken,
if not about his future harvest, at least about his assumption of a long life.
Another folly of this rich man was that he believed life
consisted in the possession of abundant riches. Nobleness, peace and contentment do not come from the
possession of abundant riches. In fact, riches often
could be channels, which block the true flow of life
into us.
Covetousness is folly because it believes falsely that by
possessing great wealth, it could enjoy nobleness, joy,
peace and contentment; but, in fact, in the process of
making riches, it loses all these.
The Danger of Covetousness
The possession of abundant wealth breeds more anxiety than satisfaction. The man is often embarrassed
with his abundance. The trouble of knowing how to
keep the riches accumulated safe is as great as that
of acquiring them. A man who possesses abundant
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leads to aggressive, arrogant, selfish behavior. The
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Beloved, life consists, not in abundance of wealth, but
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Christ whom He had sent as the Savior of the world.
May the Lord, help us to place our hopes and our
dreams on Him. Let us always seek the Will of God in
material things.

✍✎✏ ✑✒✓✔✕✖ ✗✘✙✓✚✘ ✍✙✛✛✜✓✎
July 28, 2019
Tithes - $1214.00
Plate - $185.00
Peters Pence - $50.00
Mass Intentions - $25.00
VBS - $445.25
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planned his present life on the prospect of a supera-
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rich man surveyed his lands and found the crops
abundantly; it definitely yielded more than the previous years, since he found the provisions for storing the
crops no longer sufficient. He looked into the future,
and calculated the progressive increase of his riches,
and decided to bring down the old barns and build
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Holy Humor

Motivation of the week

A bored young man decided life would be more fun if
he had a pet.

In a small Italian town, hundreds of years ago, a small
business owner owed a large sum of money to a loanshark. The loan-shark was a very old, unattractive looking guy that just so happened to fancy the business

So, he went to the pet store and told the owner that
he wanted to buy an unusual pet. After some discussion, he finally bought a talking centipede, (100legged bug), which came in a little white box to use
for his house.
He took the box back home, found a good spot for
the box, and decided he would start off by taking his
new pet to church with him. So, he asked the centipede in the box, "Would you like to go to church with
me today? We will have a good time." But there was
no answer from his new pet. This bothered him a bit,
but he waited a few minutes and then asked again,
"How about going to church with me and receive
blessings?" But again, there was no answer from his
new friend and pet. So, he waited a few minutes
more, thinking about the situation.
The guy decided to invite the centipede one last time.
This time he put his face up against the centipede's
house and shouted, "Hey, in there! Would you like to
go to church with me and learn about God?"
This time, a little voice came out of the box, "I heard
you the first time! I'm putting on my shoes!"

✧★✩✪✫✬✭ ✮✯✰✱✲✳✪✫✴

He decided to offer the businessman a deal that
would completely wipe out the debt he owed him.
However, the catch was that we would only wipe out

✳✲✪ ✮✪✵✳ ✶✷ ✲✪ ✸✧✰✹✮ ✺✯✫✫✻ ✳✲✪ ✵✰✭✶✩✪✭✭✺✯✩✬✭ ✮✯✰✱✲✼
ter.

Needless to say, this proposal was met with a look of
disgust.
The loan-shark said that he would place two pebbles
into a bag, one white and one black.
The daughter would then have to reach into the bag
and pick out a pebble. If it was black, the debt would
be wiped, but the loan-shark would then marry her. If it
was white, the debt would also be wiped, but the
✮✯✰✱✲✳✪✫ ★✧✰✹✮✩✬✳ ✲✯✽✪ ✳✧ ✺✯✫✫✻ ✳✲✪ ✹✧✯✩-shark.
Standing on a pebble-strewn path in the business✺✯✩✬✭ ✱✯✫✮✪✩✾ ✳✲✪ ✹✧✯✩-shark bent over and picked
up two pebbles.
Whilst he was picking them up, the daughter noticed
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them both into the bag.

BAPTISM: Please call the office to schedule the Baptism. A
class is required for first-time parents.
RCIA: Each Fall the parish forms a group of adults who are
interested in becoming Catholic, or in learning about the
faith. Contact the Parish Office or Fr. Raphael. Forms are in
back of Church.
CARE OF THE SICK: Please contact the Parish Office or Fr.
Raphael to receive the Sacrament of the Sick, or if you
would like a visit while in the hospital or Communion
brought to your home.

He then asked the daughter to reach into the bag
and pick one.
The daughter naturally had three choices as to what
she could have done:
Refuse to pick a pebble from the bag.
Take both pebbles out of the bag and expose the
loan-shark for cheating.
Pick a pebble from the bag fully well knowing it was
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MARRIAGE: ✍✎✏✑✒✓✔ ✑✒✕✖✖✗✖✘ ✕ ✙✓✚✚✗✖✘ ✕✛ ✜✛✢ ✣✕✤✥✦✔
should contact Fr. Raphael at least 6 months prior to the
wedding to begin the preparation process.

She drew out a pebble from the bag, and before look-

PARISH REGISTRATION: If you would to register in the parish,
please introduce yourself to Fr Raphael or stop by the
Church Office. Forms are also available at the back of
Church. Completed forms can be dropped in the collection basket.
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If you are in need of sacramental records or would like
Masses offered for anyone, please contact the Church
Office. Envelopes are in back of Church. Masses are $5.00
per Mass.
Parish Hall Renting: Please contact the Church Office. All
communication with usage must be communicated with
the Church Office.
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other pebbles. She said to the loan-shark;

the bag for the one that is left, you will be able to tell

★✲✶✸✲ ✿✪✵✵✹✪ ❅ ✿✶✸❀✪✮✴❆

The pebble left in the bag is obviously black and seeing as the loan-✭✲✯✫❀ ✮✶✮✩✬✳ ★✯✩✳ ✳✧ ✵✪ ✪❇✿✧✭✪✮✾ ✲✪
had to play along as if the pebble the daughter
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Moral of the story:

❈❉❊❋ ●❍■●❏❋ ❑▲❋❋▼◆❍❖ ❉▲ overcome a tough situation
throughout of the box thinking, and not give in to the
only options you think you have to pick from.

✜

✜
Here are the top reasons why vacation is very important for
every individual:

✜

Makes you happier: Vacations give you the space to be
yourself and spend time doing anything you like. You do
what makes you happy, be it exploring a new place or
relaxing by the beach or spending time with friends and
family. It relieves you from daily stress and improves your
mood and energy levels. You will discover a happier self
and will be able to keep people around you happy and
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you pack your bags right away?

✜

✜

Gives you better health: The effects of stress on our body
are not unknown to us anymore. Stress leads to lifestyle
diseases like diabetes, high cholesterol levels and sometimes even cancer. Vacations help you de-stress and
reverse the effects of stress on your body. Your body
repairs and renews itself during your vacation. Your system gets reset and you experience better health by the
time your vacation ends. During vacations, you also get
the chance to explore places by foot which keeps your
body active and boosts blood circulation and metabolism. You may come back little sore but definitely fitter
and ready to start your long pending gym plans.
Bond with yourself and family: In the middle of a very
hectic professional life, we often end up forgetting what
we are like as an individual. We forget our hobbies and
interests. We also end up being distant with our family
and friends. Vacation with family and friends helps you
to connect back with them. A solo vacation gives you
the space to reflect on your personal life and rework on
it to put things back together. Feeble bonds get strong-
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Importance for students:
these days. A vacation in once in a while can reduce
the stress of studies and peer pressure. Research has
proven that taking a vacation can prove better for the
students.

Some people avoid vacations considering the work pressure
or the expenses. But it is absolutely okay to go for the vacation at least once in a year. Quality time with yourself or with
your family in a nice place that relaxes your mind and body
acts as a soul restoration process. Negativity is released and
your body is detoxed totally. It not only makes you happier
and healthier but also gives you the space to spend time
with your loved ones who crave for your time and make
them happy as well. Vacations bring you face-to-face with
who you are as an individual and not as a professional at
the office. You go back to your basics and live your original
habits and choices. So, grab your backpack, put your essentials in and head out for a relaxing vacation right away! (cf.
importanceofstuff.com/vacation)

Saturday
3:30pm
4:30pm

Aug 3
Confession
Mass for Jennifer Olson+

Sunday
6:30am
10:30am

Aug 4 - 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mass for Pat Ginger+
Mass for Manuel Ruiz+

Monday
No Mass

Aug 5 - The Dedication of the Basilica of
St. Mary Major
Fr Raphael day off

Tuesday
12:10pm

Aug 6 - The Transfiguration of the Lord
Mass for Georgia Salwitz - Healing

Wednesday

reason why newly married couples go for a honeymoon!

12:10pm

Aug 7 - St. Sixtus II, Pope, &
Companions, Martyrs; St. Cajetan, Priest
Mass for Chick Connell+

Know the world around: Vacation gives you the space
to explore the world around you. You get to see new

Thursday
12:10pm

Aug 8 - St. Dominic, Priest
Mass for Joanne Nunn - Health Issues

Friday

Aug 9 - St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross,
Virgin & Martyr
Mass for Kay Norton+
Memorial Mass for Paul Aust+
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this world other than the daily vanilla routine. You learn
to look at your life with a new perspective and a fresh
outlook. For example, during vacation, when you see
people in countryside living simpler lives and being satisfied with the same, you learn how important it is to take
a break and slow down. You rethink your lifestyle and
when you come back you implement those ideas for
good. Vacation brings in positivity and when you come
back to your old routine, you are in your more vibrant
and energetic self.

4

Increased productivity: A vacation helps you to put a
stop to your continuous energy expenditure at work.
Your brain and body restore itself and you bounce back
to work with a bang after a vacation. Your mental
health also improves, and you can focus on your work
better. Research proves those employees who opt for
vacation perform better than those who work continuously throughout the year. So, if you have leaves or long
weekends coming up, pack your bags and plan a getaway and come back to work refreshed and energized.

✁✂✄ ☎✆✝✞✟✠ ✡☛☞✝✌☛

12:10PM
6PM

- Mass
Intentions
✍✎✏ ✑✒✓✔✕✖ Aug
✍✗✘✙✒✙✚✛✒✗
10 - St. Lawrence,
Deacon
& Martyr

Saturday
3:30pm
4:30pm

Confession
Mass for Pat Ginger+

Sunday
6:30am
10:30am

Aug 11 - 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mass for Marcella Ryan+
Mass for Glennys Anderson+

Knights of Columbus Council 1479 will
meet Tuesday, Aug 13th at St. Patrick
Parish Hall in Imogene. Steak fry at
7pm with the meeting to follow. Bring
your own steak, everything else will be
furnished by the KC's
Legion of Mary group meets every
Thursday at 6:30pm.

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Thursday, August 15th
Mass at 12:10PM

✙✚✆✁✡✛☎✝✞✟
8-10 Eileen Skinner
8-10 Mary Berning
8-11 Diane Strunk
8-11 Deann Ray

✍✎✏ ✑✒✓✔✕✖
Shenandoah

Saturday
Aug 10
4:30pm
Mass

Sunday
Aug 11
6:30am
Mass

Sunday
Aug 11
10:30am
Mass

Terry Engelmeyer
Susan Dinville
Diane Strunk

Emily Daoust
Brad Johnson
Erwin Aust

Lectors

Terry Engelmeyer Pete Wenstrand

GiGi DeSa

Ushers

Steve Huerter
Barb Huerter

Patty Woerth
Lou Saner

Eucharistic
Ministers

Altar
Servers

Calvin Johnson
Luke Mather
Luke Daoust

Shut-✗✘✕✖

Wally Teten & Linda George * If you are unable to do
shut-ins, please find a replacement or call the office.

Cantors

Linnea Shook
Tommy Hanna

Money
Counters

Lucille Hunt
Mem Laughlin

On the weekend of Aug 10th &

11th, we will be having a second
collection for the Solidarity Fund
for the Church in Africa. The Diocese of Des Moines has been
blessed by the presence and ministry of Sisters from Kenya and Nigeria as well as many priests who
have left Nigeria, Kenya, Ghana,
South Sudan to serve in our parishes, schools and hospitals. Truly their
missionary efforts here are a tremendous gift to the community of
southwest Iowa. Your support of
this collection is one way to express
your gratitude for the gift of their
presence with us as we reach out
in support of our African sisters and
brothers.
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