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Readings for the Week of September 29, 2019

Sunday: Am 6:1a, 4-7/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 [1b]/1
Tm 6:11-16/Lk 16:19-31

Monday: Zec 8:1-8/Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29 and
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Sunday in Ordinary Time. The days are growing shorter and the weather is getting cooler.
Soon it will be time for the harvest. As
disciples of the Lord, we are called to assist in
a special harvest. We hear Paul call Timothy
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words for us as well. As we celebrate the
Eucharist today, let us pursue these virtues so
that what we harvest will be good and holy.

22-23 [17]/Lk 9:46-50
Tuesday: Zec 8:20-23/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7 [Zec
8:23]/Lk 9:51-56
Wednesday: Neh 2:1-8/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6
[6ab]/Mt 18:1-5, 10
Thursday: Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12/Ps 19:8, 9, 10,
11 [9ab]/Lk 10:1-12
Friday: Bar 1:15-22/Ps 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9 [9]/
Lk 10:13-16
Saturday: Bar 4:5-12, 27-29/Ps 69:33-35, 36-37
[34]/Lk 10:17-24
Next Sunday: Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9
[8]/2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14/Lk 17:5-10

Cycle C - Reflections on the Readings
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Amos 6:1,4-7; Psalm 146; 1 Timothy 6:11-16
Luke 16:19-31

Theme: Our Lazarus at the Gate
Today's readings focus on the well-being of the poor
and the downtrodden.
In the first half of the eighth century B.C., the kingdoms of Judah and Israel experienced enormous
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people shared in this wealth. The poor became poorer, oppressed by the powerful minority. Amos attacks
the rich who are eager to take advantage of the
poor by cheating with the scales; they reduce persons
to things.
In the first reading, the prophet Amos describes the
shocking contrast between rich and poor. The rich
enjoy comfortable couches, eat lambs and calves,
drink fine wine, and anoint themselves with the best
oils. The excesses of the wealthy mean suffering for
the oppressed.
The response to the Amos passage is Psalm 146. This
God releases the captives, restores sight to the blind,
raises the downtrodden, and loves the just. This psalm
praises the caring God for the fatherless and widowed
and challenges believers to do the same. The exaltation of the poor and the humbling of the rich is a favorite theme for Luke (Luke 1:51-53; 6:20-26). In this
passage, Luke cautions against seeing wealth as a
sign of divine approval for the righteous life.
These readings suggest that almsgiving is good, but
involvement is better. Ministering to the financially
poor and the spiritually bankrupt develops our potential to enrich others as we are enriched in the process.
Lazarus is the only character who is given a name. The
name is the Latinized form of Eleazar and means God
is my help. He was a beggar; he was covered with
ulcerated sores; and so helpless that he could not
even ward off the street dogs, which pestered him.
What was the sin of the Rich man? He had not ordered Lazarus to be removed from his gate. He had
made no objections to his receiving the bread that
was flung away from his table. He did not kick him in
the passing. He was not deliberately cruel to him.

★

The sin of the rich man is that he has no heart.

★
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★

He never noticed Lazarus, that he accepted his
poverty as part of the normal order of things and
thought it perfectly natural and inevitable that
Lazarus should lie in hunger, pain, suffering,
sickness and ultimately in death while he
wallowed in luxury.

about it.

Amos, the psalmist, and Luke touch our everyday lives.
Our wealth is not really our own; resources are to be
shared with our brothers and sisters. The message of
God's kingdom is radical: The needs of all people are
our own.
At the end of the parable they both died (Lu 16:22).
Death turns the tables; the man indifferent to suffering
on earth now begs Abraham to send Lazarus with
even a drop of water to quench his thirst.
Death is the common lot of rich and poor, godly and
ungodly; there they meet together. One die in his full
strength, and another in the bitterness of his soul; but
they shall lie down alike in the dust, Job 21:26. Death
favors not either the rich man for his riches or the poor
man for his poverty. Saints die, that they may bring
their sorrows to an end. Sinners die, that they may go
to give up their account. It concerns both rich and
poor to prepare for death, for it waits for them both.

Conclusion
Lazarus stands for all those who have been denied the
right to make choices and the opportunity to live a
tolerable life. There are millions of Lazarus in this world
today, for whom life is difficult, painful or hazardous.
What are we doing to lift them up from their plight?
The point of this parable is not to console those like
Lazarus with some pipe dream of heaven. It is not
meant to console the poor with the hope of recompense beyond the grave. Rather it aims to incite the
rich and the poor to hear and act.
Dear friends, claiming to be on the side of the poor
without taking action to address the conditions that
give rise to poverty is mere hypocrisy.
When there is still time and opportunity to set our ways
and relationships right, let us seize the moment now
and set them right. If we fail, we will never be in in a
position to alter them in eternity.
Who is the Lazarus at your door?
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This & That

✢

Watch out for our annual Bible study on the of
Book of Revelation and Apologetics. The book of
Revelation is one of the most scary but interesting
book in the New Testament. Unfortunately, it is
mostly misinterpreted.
Venue - Shenandoah: October 2019
Time - Starting at 4pm - October 10th. If interested, please sign up on sheet in back of church
Kindly start reading the Book of Revelation

✢
✢
✢
✢

RCIA would be starting soon in October, anyone
who would like to join the church should please fill
up a form at the back of Church or call the office.
The annual Fall Workshop for Priests of Des Moines is
slated for September 29th to October 3rd at Ames,
Iowa.
There will be no weekday mass on October 1st-3rd
in Shenandoah.
There will be weekday mass in Hamburg on
Wednesday October 9th at 6pm.

✍✎✏ ✑✒✓✔✕✖ ✗✘✙✓✚✘ ✍✙✛✛✜✓✎
Sept 22, 2019

Tithes - $1120.00
Plate - $373.36
Mass Intentions -$10.00
Seminarian Fund - 335.07
Religious Education Fees - $375.00
Hall Rental - $100.00
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(1 Samuel 1:12)
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Dear People of God,
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undo the moves, but you can make the next step bet-
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have taken the next step in moving forward.

Our Parish Hall was inundated with the flood. In our
adversity and misfortune, God gives us a reason to
smile. The pictures above give us a glimpse of hope
after the devasted flood. Since March 2019, there
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knit together in sharing the joys and woes of the week
became separated. A community that exercises the
rib cage through social interaction and laughing after
mass came to a standstill. There are some who are cut
off from Church because of their inability to use the
handicap accessible.
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trary to this wisdom, we cry but many join us in our
woes and sorrows. We were not left alone. We received much love, attention and generosity from people like you, far and near. In the words of the Psalmist,
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Dear St. Mary's Parishioners,
May the Peace of Christ be with you! Thank you for
your heartfelt prayers and congratulations for my First
Profession of Vows. My heart is truly filled with great
joy and peace to say yes to Jesus' invitation to be His
bride. What a gift! I am blessed by your prayers and
support of my vocation. Be assured of my prayers for
you and may you always remain close to our Lord and
Blessed Mother's Hearts. God Bless!

to express our appreciation for your love and generosity. We are beginning to see light at the end of the tun-
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they that wait on the Lord shall renew their
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Now, we look forward in getting back our kitchen
utensils and appliances. Like the proverbial Oliver Twist
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contributions in terms of cash/check would gladly be
appreciated.

In Christ's Merciful Love,

Grace has brought us thus far and Grace will lead us
on. Thanks for your generosity and love.

Sr. Faustina

Fr. Raphael
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Motivation for the week
Be Content About Your Life
Wonder if any of you ever had the feeling that life is
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situation? Do you find that life seems to make things
difficult for you, work sucks, life sucks, everything seems
to go wrong?
It was not until yesterday that I totally changed my
views about life; after a conversation with one of my
friends.
He told me despite taking 2 jobs, and bringing back
barely above $1000 per month, he is happy as he is. I
wonder how he can be as happy as he is now, considering that he has to skimp his life with the low pay to
support a pair of old-age parents, in-laws, wife, 2
daughters and the many bills of a household.

loaf of bread which cost less than $0.25. He began to
ask himself how fortunate he is as a Singaporean. How
fortunate he is to be able to have a complete body,
have a job, have a family, have the chance to com-
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be clothed, have the many things that these people in
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Now I begin to think and feel it, too. Was my life really
that bad?
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What about you? Maybe the next time you think you
are, think about the child who lost one hand to beg on
the streets.
Story By Wendy Tan

He explained that it was through one incident that he
saw in India.
That happened a few years ago when he was really
feeling low and was touring India after a major setback. He said that right in front of his very eyes, he saw

✢✪ ✲✪✣✮✢✪ ✳✫✱✰✦✥ ✴✰✫✵✵✦✣ ✫✶✶ ✰✦✥ ✴✰✮✧✣✷✯ ✥✮✸✰✱ ✰✢✪✣
✭✮✱✰ ✢ ✴✰✫✵✵✦✥✹ ✺✰✦ ✰✦✧✵✧✦✯✯✪✦✯✯ ✮✪ ✱✰✦ ✳✫✱✰✦✥✷✯ ✦★✦✯✤

the scream of the pain from the innocent 4 years old
child haunted him until today. You may ask why did
the mother do so, has the child been naughty, was the
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No, it was done for two simple words ✼ to beg. The
desperate mother deliberately caused the child to be
handicapped so that the child can go out to the
streets to beg. I cannot accept how this could happen, but it really did, just in another part of the world
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Taken aback by the scene, he dropped a small piece
of bread he was eating half-way. And almost instantly,
flock of 5 or 6 children swamp towards this small piece
of bread, which was then covered with sand, robbing
of bits from one another. The natural reaction of hunger. Stricken by the happenings, he instructed his
guide to drive him to the nearest bakery. He arrived at
two bakeries and bought every single loaf of bread he
found in the bakeries.
The owner is dumb-folded, but willing, sold everything.
He spent less than $100 to obtain about 400 loaf of
bread (this is less than $0.25/per loaf) and spend another $100 to get daily necessities. Off he went in the
truck full of bread into the streets. As he distributed the
bread and necessities to the children (mostly handicapped) and a few adults, he received cheers and
bows from these unfortunate. For the first time in life he
wonders how people can give up their dignity for a
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Saturday

3:30pm
4:30pm
Sunday
6:30am
10:30am
Monday
No Mass
Tuesday

Sept 28 - St. Wenceslaus, Martyr; St.
Lawrence Ruiz & Companions,
Martyrs
Confession
Mass for Jerry Maher+
Sept 29 - 26th Sunday in Ordinary
Time
Mass for Ned Dermody+
Mass for Matt McIntyre+
Sept 30 - St. Jerome, Priest & Doctor
of the Church
Fr Raphael Priest Workshop - Ames

No Mass

Oct 1 - St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus,
Virgin & Doctor of the Church
Fr Raphael Priest Workshop - Ames

Wednesday
No Mass

Oct 2- The Holy Guardian Angels
Fr Raphael Priest Workshop - Ames

Thursday
No Mass

Oct 3
Fr Raphael Priest Workshop - Ames

Friday
Oct 4 - St. Francis of Assisi
11am-5pm
of the
Blessed
Sacrament
- Mass
Intentions
✍✎✏ ✑✒✓✔✕✖ Adoration
✍✗✘✙✒✙✚✛✒✗
12:10pm
Mass for Kay Norton+
Saturday
3:30pm
4:30pm

Oct 5 - Bl. Francis Xavier Seelos, Priest
Confession
Mass for Paul Aust+

Sunday

Oct 6 - 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time;
Respect Life Sunday
Mass for Pat Ginger+
Mass for Jarrett Harms+

6:30am
10:30am

Knights of Columbus Council 1479 will
meet Tuesday, October 8th. Meal at 7pm
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Hall

❄✩❅ ❆❇✪✫❈✥ ❉❇❊❋✤✥ ●✦❋❍❊ will meet on Monday, October 28th at 6:30pm in the St.
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Legion of Mary group meets every Thursday at 6:30pm.

✙✚✓✎✛✜✒✔✕✖
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Shenandoah

Saturday
Oct 5
4:30pm
Mass

Eucharistic
Ministers

Laurie Johnson
Lou Saner
Diane Strunk

Lectors

Laurie Johnson

Ushers

Patty Woerth
Terry Engelmeyer

Altar
Servers

Sunday
Oct 6
6:30am
Mass

Sunday
Oct 6
10:30am
Mass
GiGi DeSa
Emily Daoust
Marie Mather

9-28 Steve Huerter
9-29 Bernadette Stanbrough
10-3 Terri Simpson
10-3 Justin Trowbridge
10-7 Mary Lightfoot
10-7 Regina Loehr
Anniversary
10-8 Richard & Karen Haigwood

Dana Wenstrand DeAnn Ray
Bob Stanbrough
Ava Godfread
Calvin Johnson
Luke Mather
Luke Daoust

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

✢✣✤✥✦✥✧ ★ ✩✪✦✥✩ ✫✬✦✭

Adorers are needed on
October 4, 2019
11am-5pm

Shut-✗✘✕✖

Kay Frederick & Jan Ludwig *If you are unable to do shutins, please find a replacement or call the office.

Cantors

Sue Hanna
Nancy Larson

You are invited to spend time with Jesus
in the Blessed Sacrament

Money
Counters

Betty Aquino
Mike Dinville

Sign-up Sheets in Back of Church or call
the Church Office
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