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Readings for the December 29, 2019 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s 

 

Catholic Church 

Brad & Kandra Johnson 

Youth Ministry 

 

Pete Wenstrand 

Finance Council - Chair 

 

Linda McGargill 

Council of Faith Formation - Chair 

 

Wally Teten 

Parish Council - Chair 

 

Dana Wenstrand 

Vaughn Livingston 

Trustees 

 

Sue Hanna & Jane Emge 

Music Coordinators 

 

Mary Beth Gowing  

Organist 

 

Jerry McDonald 

Knights of Columbus - Grand Knight 

 

Regina Loehr 

Ladies Guild - President 

Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/ Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/

Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23  

Monday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/ 

Lk 2:36-40 

Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/ 

Jn 1:1-18 

Wednesday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/ 

Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 

Thursday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 

[3cd]/Jn 1:19-28 

Friday:1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6 [3cd]/ 

Jn 1:29-34 

Saturday: 1 Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9 [3cd]/ 

Jn 1:35-42 

Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 

[cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

 

Welcome to St. Mary on this Holy Family Sun-

day. One might think that the family of  

Jesus, Mary and Joseph is too remote, too 

special, too holy to be an effective model for 

our families. But just like our families, they  

enjoyed times of great joy but also suffered 

through terrible hardships. The delight of a 

newborn baby was accompanied by the  

fear that led them to flee to a foreign land. 

Today let us pray that the faith and love 

shown by the Holy Family may sustain us 

through both our joys and our struggles. 
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Cycle A - Reflections on the Readings 

Feast of the Holy Family 

Sirach 3:2-6,12-14; Psalm 128; Colossians 3:12-21 

Matthew 2:13-15,19-23 

Theme: Parents must give roots and 

wings to their children 
 

It was a busy day in Costa Mesa, a Californian 

home. But then with ten children and one on the 

way, every day was a bit hectic for Davida. On 

this particular day, however, she was having trou-

ble doing even the routine chores-all because of 

one little boy. 
 

Len, who was three at that time, was on her heels 

no matter where she went. Whenever she 

stopped to do something and turned back 

around, she would trip over him. Several times, 

she patiently suggested fun activities to keep him 

occupied. “wouldn’t you like to play on the swing 

set?” she asked him. 
 

But he simply smiled an innocent smile and said, 

“Oh, that’s all right, Mommy. I’d rather be in here 

with you.” Then he continued to bounce happily 

along behind her. After stepping on his toes for 

the fifth time, she began to lose her patience and 

insisted that he go outside and play with other 

children. When she angrily asked him why he was 

acting this way, he looked up at her with sweet 

green eyes and said, “well, Mummy, in the school 

my teacher told me to walk in Jesus’ footsteps. 

But I can’t see him, so I’m walking in yours.” 
 

She gathered him in her arms and held him close. 

Tears of love and humility spilled over from the 

prayer that grew in her heart-prayer of thanks for 

the simple, yet beautiful perspective of a three-

year-old boy. 
 

Today, we celebrate the feast of the Holy Family. 

The church sets before us the Holy Family, as the 

model for the Christian families. Jesus is the great-

est person who walk on this earth. Everyone mar-

vels at His ethical teachings. Where did Jesus 

learn His lessons? For the most part, He learnt 

them from His parents. He spent thirty years in 

Nazareth with His parents.   
 

Today's Gospel reading from St. Matthew shows 

the family of Jesus to be clearly rooted in fidelity 

to God's Word. Joseph accepts the command to 

leave Israel and then return again at a later 

date. Joseph places the accent on obligations 

first. 
 

Jesus must be the cohesive center of family life.  
 

Jesus is a model for family members who have 

obligations first and then rights. The symbol of the 

cross must function as the domestic code, be-

cause in that symbol we die to self in order to live 

for Christ in others. 
 

On this feast of the Holy Family, I would like to ask 

all Parents and guardians to examine themselves 

and see how they are fulfilling this grave responsi-

bility which God has place on you. 
 

Are you preparing your children by word and ex-

ample, to be worthy citizens of heaven? Many of 

us can and indeed do build houses, but none of 

us can on our own build a home. We need the 

Divine input to build a home. We need the love 

of God and the fear of God. 
 

This saying is true, “If we live in a family where 

there is love, we learn to love others; 
 

If we live in a family where there is honesty and 

fairness, we learn to love truth and justice.” 
 

Let us be good example for our family by word 

and deed. 

  

Shalom! 

Friendly Reminder: Please pick up 

your tithing envelopes. Thanks for 

your cooperation in this matter. 
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St. Mary’s Shenandoah - Mass Intentions 

Saturday 

3:30pm 

4:30pm 

Dec 28 - The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

Confession 

Mass for Jerry Maher+ 

Sunday 

6:30am 

10:30am 

Dec 29 - The Holy Family 

Mass for Laline Maher+ 

Mass for Isaac Torrez+ 

Monday 

No Mass 

Dec 30 

Fr Raphael Day Off 

Tuesday 

No Mass 

Dec 31 - Saint Sylvester I, Pope  

 

Wednesday 

 

 

Noon 

Jan 1 -  Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

(holy day of obligation); New Year’s 

Day; World Day of Peace 

Mass for Winnie Greenleaf+ 

Thursday 

 

 

No Mass 

Jan 2 - Sts. Basil the Great and  

Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops &  

Doctors of the Church 

 

Friday 

No Mass 

Jan 3 - The Most Holy Name of Jesus 

 

Saturday 

 

3:30pm 

4:30pm 

Jan 4 - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton,  

Religious; National Migration Week 

Confession 

Mass for Gail Engelmeyer+ 

Sunday 

6:30am 

10:30am 

Jan 5 -  The Epiphany of the Lord 

No Mass 

Mass for Harry Pontious+ 

New Year Message 
 

We all launched the year 2019 on a good note 

despite the early severe winter. We manage to 

sail through the bitter cold and rainy weather. 

Just when things were getting better for us, the 

devastating flood set in around March. The ad-

vent of the flood set our foot on the reverse di-

rection and brought almost everything to stand-

still. Those who were not directly affected be-

came part indirectly. There are still many who 

are recuperating from the flood.   
 

We all have stories to tell during these past 

months. One thing I have observed and learnt is 

your resilient and fraternal support, couple with 

strong Faith in God.   
 

In few days, another blank page will be opened 

for us in 2020. In the words of the psalmist, “Not to 

us Lord, not to us but to your name give glory be-

cause of your faithfulness and love” (Ps. 115: 1).  

   

As we advance towards the coming New Year, 

let us resolve to do things “NEW.” While it is easy 

to transfer old attitude and behaviors from 2019 

to fill the blank page given us, I will encourage 

you to edit, audit, process and plan what you 

want in your blank page for 2020. May the New 

year find you aglow with the chance of testing 

your courage and moving ahead to that goal 

which may seem far away. 
 

Release your mind from the shackles of the past 

and negative thinking which holds you from your 

true purpose. Seek to remain positive despite the 

storms of life. Never belittle yourself and think you 

are incapable of doing better. While all the fin-

gers are not the same, remember you are 

unique and special in the sight of God. 
 

Bob Marley once said, “he who fights and runs 

away, live to fight another time.” As we open a 

new page, face your challenges HEAD ON:  the 

only way we grow to greatness is by meeting 

challenges and successfully overcoming the 

problems that arise from them. Meet them face 

to face and determine to conquer them. Train 

your mind to accept the fact that every set-

back, every step forward, is a means of growing 

into success. 
 

Experience show many of life’s greatest opportu-

nities come into our lives disguised as problems.   

Whatever has not completed your journey. There 

is “no end” to the creative road of life other than 

the end you make for yourself. We all fail ourselves 

at times, but those who “rise above” and learn 

from the experience of defeat, are rewarded. So, 

don’t throw in the towel.  

 

Never carry your disappointments and frustrations 

to the New Year. Leave them at the feet of Jesus.  

Build a strong spiritual relationship with God in the 

coming year. 
 

May the year 2020 bring us all the blessing and 

vitality from God! 
 

Happy New Year! 
 

Fr. Raphael 
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BAPTISM: Please call the Church  office to schedule 

the Baptism. A class is required for first-time parents. 

 

RCIA: Each Fall the parish forms a group of adults who 

are interested in becoming Catholic, or in learning 

about the faith. Contact the Parish Office or Fr. Raph-

ael. Forms are in back of Church. 

 

CARE OF THE SICK: Please contact the Parish Office or 

Fr. Raphael to receive the Sacrament of the Sick, or if 

you would like a visit while in the hospital or Commun-

ion brought to your home. Eucharist is taken to the 

homebound on Sundays by Extraordinary Ministers of 

Holy Communion. 

 

MARRIAGE: Couples planning a wedding at St. Mary’s 

should contact Fr. Raphael at least 6 months prior to 

the wedding to begin the preparation process. 

 

PARISH REGISTRATION: If you would to register in the 

parish, please introduce yourself to Fr Raphael or stop 

by the  Church Office. Forms are also available at the 

back of Church. Completed forms can be dropped in 

the collection basket. 

 

UPDATE OF PARISH ROSTER: A constant effort of the 

parish office is updating our current registered parish-

ioners addresses and phone numbers. Please address 

these changes to the church office. If you are new to 

the parish, please call the office to register or pick up 

form in back of Church. If you are moving to a new 

location, or if parishioners know of someone who has 

moved, please call the parish office. 

 

If you are in need of sacramental records or would 

like Masses offered for anyone, please contact the 

Church Office. Envelopes are in back of Church. 

Masses are $5.00 per Mass. 

 

PARISH HALL RENTING: Please contact the Church Of-

fice.  All communication with usage must be commu-

nicated with the Church Office. 

The Kite without a thread

 
 

Once a father and son went to the kite flying fes-

tival. The young son became very happy seeing 

the sky filled with colorful kites. He too asked his 

father to get him a kite and a thread with a roller 

so he can fly a kite too. So, the father went to the 

shop at the park where the festival was being 

held. He purchased kites and a roll of thread for 

his son. 

His son started to fly a kite.  Soon, his kite reached 

high up in the sky.  After a while, the son said, 

“Father, It seems that the thread is holding up a 

kite from flying higher, If we break it, It will be free 

and will go flying even higher.  Can we break 

it?”  So, the father cut the thread from a roll-

er.  The kite started to go a little higher.  That 

made a son very happy. 

But then, slowly, the kite started to come down. 

And, soon it fell down on the terrace of the un-

known building. The young son was surprised to 

see this. He had cut the kite loose of its thread so 

it can fly higher, but instead, it fell down. He 

asked his father, “Father, I thought that after cut-

ting off the thread, the kite can freely fly higher. 

But why did it fall down?” 

 

The Father explained, “Son, At the height of life 

that we live in, we often think that some things 

we are tied with and they are preventing us from 

going further higher.  The thread was not holding 

the kite from going higher, but it was helping it 

stay higher when the wind slowed down and 

when the wind picked up, you helped the kite go 

up higher in a proper direction through the 

thread.  And when we cut the thread, it fell down 

without the support you were providing to the 

kite through the thread”. 

The son realized his mistake. 

Moral:  Sometimes we feel that we can progress 

quickly and reach to the newer heights in our life 

if we were not tied up with our family, our 

home.  But, we fail to realize that our family, our 

loved ones help us survive the tough time in our 

lives with their support and encourage us to reach 

higher heights in our life.  They are not holding us, 

but are supporting us.  Never let go of them. 
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St. Mary’s  

Shenandoah 

Saturday 

Jan 4 

4:30pm  

Mass 

Sunday 

Jan 5 

 6:30am 

No Mass  

Sunday 

Jan 5 

10:30am  

Mass 

Eucharistic  

Ministers 

Terry Engelmeyer 

Amy Miller 

Lou Saner 

 GiGi DeSa 

Erwin Aust 

Maria Mather 

Lectors Terry Engelmeyer  Quentin Slater 

Ushers Gary Nebel 

Pam Nebel 

 Bob Stanbrough 

Ava Godfread 

Altar  

Servers 

  Victoria Adkisson 

Jennifer Vo 

Auri Trowbridge 

Shut-In’s Linda George & Wally Teten  *If you are unable to do shut

-ins, please find a replacement or call the church office. 

Cantors 4:30pm - Tommy Hanna 

10:30am - Linnea Shook 

Money  

Counters 

Mem Laughlin 

Pat Aust 

Birthday 
1-1 Katy Martin 

1-5 Jan Ludwig 

1-5 Kathy Lightfoot 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knights of Columbus Council 1479 

will meet Tuesday, January 21. This is 

our annual wild game feed.  Meal at 

7pm followed by meeting at St. 

Mary’s Parish Hall. 

 

St. Mary’s Ladies Guild will not be 

meeting in December & January. 

 

Legion of Mary group meets every 

Thursday at 5pm. 

Please Pray for 

 

 
 

 

Dareen Gutschenritter 

 Mary Laughlin 

 Mary Lightfoot 

Patricia Steffes  

Betty Aquino 

Evelyn Pontious 

Pam Ponton 

Agnes Lonowski 
 

If you or someone you know would 

like to be on the prayer list, please 

call the church office so that we 

can put it in the bulletin.  



Jeff  & Amy Miller 
712-246-5555 

1107 W. Ferguson Rd. • Shenandoah, IA

MATHER & SONS INC
EXCAVATING TILING & BULLDOZING

Phil & Monica Mather
OWNERS &  

PARISHIONERS

712.534.2528

 Teresa Isenhower-Moyer PT/CPT
Physical & Occupational Therapy

500 N Broad St. 
Shenandoah, IA 51601 
Ph: 712.246.2268

AUTHENTIC 
MEXICAN CUISINE 
Daily Specials Mon. - Thurs. 

Reservations • Carry-Out 
Catering 

Located Next to Hy-Vee In 
Orchard’s Corner Mall

Mon. - Thurs. 11AM - 9:30 PM 712-246-3115 
Fri. - Sat.11AM - 10PM 506 S. Fremont St. 
Sun. 11AM - 9PM Shenandoah, IA 

Mexican Grill Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner 
To Go Orders   712-246-1325 

Hwy 59 South Shenandoah

LIVE IOWA. WORK IOWA. BANK IOWA

Shenandoah • 712.246.1311 
Red Oak • 712.623.6960 

Essex • 712.379.3111
www.bankiowa.bank  Member FDIC

Quality Used Cars & Trucks 
Sales & Service

1212 W. Sheridan 
Shenandoah 

(712) 246-4268

   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Mary, Shenandoah, IA A 4C 02-0979

Southwest Iowa 
Dental Associates

ª Accepting New Patients ª 
ª Dentistry For All Ages ª 

ª We Accept Almost All Insurances ª
CARLA KUCIREK | (712) 246-2180 

1213 W Nishna Rd.  | Shenandoah 

Shenandoah’s Only Onsite Crematory
PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
www.swimemorial.com

405 W. Thomas Ave. • 712-246-2526

Contact Bert Spore to place an ad today! 
bspore@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2527

Funeral &
Cremation Services

Prearrangement
Available

Markers &
 Monuments

(712) 246-2912
Shenandoah

www.hackettlivingston.com

Compliments of Vaughn,
Joan & Matt Livingston,

and Staci Shearer

MAIN STREET 
STORAGE

Dave &Donna Jauron

712-379-3781
600-602 Iowa Ave, Essex

Legion of Mary
Come Join Us

Thursday 5pm

GOWING PLUMBING 
Chris Lorimor - Owner 

(712) 246-1803 
After Hours: (712) 310-9248 

1210 W. Sheridan Ave. 
PO Box 264 • Shenandoah, IA

116 N. Blossom • Shenandoah

(712) 246-1840

Gavilon.com
Check out our new MyGavilon App

303 NW  Rd  Shenandoah
712-581-5000

712-246-1014

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952

Life Insurance, Retirement Funds,

Long Term Care Insurance,

& Disability Income Insurance

Jeromy Brockelsby   402-651-7613


